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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. ' '/ $-~ <J/.:zP'/9,7 l 

2 BY FALLON, VANDE HOEF, CONNORS, BODDICK2R, MYERS, 

3 WELTER, WITT, CARROLL, SCHRADER, GRUNDBERG, 

4 BURNETT, and MASCHER 

5 A Concurrent Resolution establishing a speci<•l commis-

6 sion to study and make recommendations concerning 

7 urban planning, growth management of cities, and 

8 protection of farmland. 

9 WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Ge~eral Assembly 

10 to provide for the orderly use and development of land 

ll in the state, to preserve private property rights, to 

12 preserve the use of prime agricultural land for 

13 agricultural production, 

14 cultural, and historical 

to preserve natural, 

areas, and 

15 coordination of comprehensive plans 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the 16 

to provide for the 

for land use; and 

General Assembly 

17 to control urban sprawl, and thereby provide for the 

18 protect ion and preservation of the private and public 

19 interest in the land, water, and related reso~rces of 

20 this state for the public i>2alth, safety, and general 

21 welfare, and for the benefit of present and future 

22 generations; NOW 'l'HEREFORE, 

23 BE IT RESOLVED BY TH2 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATcVES, THE 

2b SENATE CONCURRING, That a special commission shall be 

25 established to study urban planning, growth 

26 management, and farmland protection; and 

27 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the special commission 

28 shall consist of 17 voting members with diverse 

29 expertise in planning, development, design, zoning, 

30 annexation, agriculture, historic preservatic:1, and 

l 



l conservation, includi~g all of the following: 

2 1. Four members of the general assembly with not 

3 more than one ~ember from each chamber being from the 

4 same political party. The two senators shall be 

S designat~d by the majority leader of the Senate aftec 

5 consultation with the minority leader of the Senate. 

7 The two representatives shall be designated by the 

8 Speaker of the House of Representatives after 

9 consultation with the majority and minority leaders of 

10 the House of Representatives. Of the members from 

11 each chamber, one member shall represent a district 

12 which is primarily urban, while the othe: member shall 

13 represent a district which is primarily rural. 

14 2. One member appointed by the Governor. 

15 3. The executive director of the Iowa Farm Bureau 

16 Federation or a designee of the executive director. 

17 4. The executive dirc:ctor of the Iowa Farmers' 

18 Union or a designee of the executive director. 

19 5. The executive director of the Iowa League of 

20 Cities or a designee of the executive director. 

21 6. The executive director of the Iowa State 

22 Association of Counties or a designee of the executive 

23 director. 

24 7. The chairperson of the Department of Community 

25 and Regional Planning in the College of Design at Iowa 

26 State University of Science and Technology. 

27 8. The president of the Iowa Chapter of the 

28 American Planning Association or a designee of the 

29 president. 

30 9. The executive director o~ the Associated 
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l Builders and Contractors of Iowa or a designee of the 

2 executive director. 

3 10. The executive director of the Iowa Assoc;~Lion 

4 of Soil and Water Conservation District Conunissiol'ers 

5 or a designee of the executive director. 

6 ll. The executive director of the Iowa Historic 

7 Preservation Alliance or a designee of the executive 

8 director. 

9 12. The president of the Iowa Chapter of the 

10 American Society of Landscape Architects or a designee 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

lS 

20 

of lhe president. 

13. The executive director of the Iowa Chapter 

the American Institute of Architects or a designee 

the executive dired.or. 

14. The executive director of the Iowa Nattiral 

Heritage Foundation or a designee of the executive 

director; and 

of 

of 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the co-chairpersons of 

the special commission shall be the General Assembly 

members of the majority p~-.. :y from each chamber; and 

21 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the special commission 

22 shall do all of the following: 

23 1. Review the county land-use inventories corrpiled 

24 pursuant to chapter 352 and survey the status o[ Iowa 

25 farmland and natural areas since the compil.: '.ion of 

26 the county land-use inventories to determlrte the 

27 extent to which these areas have been converted t-

28 residential, commercial, or industrial use. The 

29 survey shall also report on the agricultural quality 

30 of the farmland converted to residential, commercial, 

3 



l or industrial use. 

, 2. S~;vey the ~roblems facing th2 statc 1 s citi2s 

_ including, bltt not limited to, problems involving 

4 crime: pove~ty: infras~ructure, housing, and taxation. 

~ 3. Evaluat~ the effectiveness of current state: 

5 ~eqional, and local planning and Z0!1ing laws and 

7 assess their impact on Lhe Earmlanc!, natural a~eas, 

a and cities of the state. 

9 4. Review model legislation and studies on 

lO farmland protection and urban planning and collect 

~l information on states that have undertaken reform 

l2 efforts and have effective programs. 

l3 5. During 1997, hold public hearings throughout 

14 the state to share the initial findings of the special 

15 commission and solicit public comment anc input on 

16 steps that might be take~ to address the charge of the 

17 special commission. 

18 5. Propose innovative and cooperative planning and 

19 land~uss approaches that will protect farmland, 

20 accommodate and guide growth and development, ensure 

2: the plannin~ and construction of adequate supporting 

22 services and infrastructure including utilities, storm 

23 water management syste~s, and transportation, provide 

24 opportunities for or eliminate barriers to affordable 

25 housing, protect the environment, minimize exposure to 

25 natural hazards, and generally address the concerns 

27 outlined in this resolution. 

28 7. At the discretion of the special commission~ 

29 hold a second series of public hearings in the Eall of 

30 1998; and 
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/. ' BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That ~ the special co~~ission 

2 shall convene each month; and 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the special commisscon 

4 shall submit an interim report to the General Assembly 

5 no later than January l, 1998, which shall include, 

6 but not be limited to, a status report of the 

7 commission's actions and an explanation of future 

8 plans; and 

9 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the special commission 

10 shall submit a final report to the General Assemb~y no 

ll later than Oecembe' 1, 1998, which shall include, but 

12 not be limited to, findings, analysis, and 

13 recommendations by the special commission; and 

14 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Legislative 

15 Council pursuant to its authority in section 2.43 may 

16 allocate funding from moneys available to ·~ J.L in 

l7 section 2.12, to the special commission created in 

18 this resolution for studies, consultants, surveys, a::d 

19 reimbursement of any public or private department or 

20 agency that provides sta~E1 .. g services for the 

21 commission. 
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EO~SS CLIP SrtEE7 APR:L :5, c997 ?age ,j 

2 l. ?age l, line 28, by str:.~:ng the !:igure "17" 
J and insert1cg the :allowing: ''21''. 
4 2. Page J, line 1, by 1nserting af~er the wo:d 
=J 11 !o·,.;a 11 the follc~·;i:--.g: tl, I:;c." 
6 3. Page 3, by strik1ng ::.ne 17 and inserting the 
7 following: ''director. 
8 15. The exec~tive director of che Iowa Public 
9 Transit Association or a designee o: the executive 

lO director. 
ll 16. The executive director of the Iowa Sportsmen's 
12 Federation or d designee of the exect1tive director. 
~3 17. The president of ~he iowa Audubon Counc1l or a 
:4 designee of the president. 
i5 18. One member appointed jointly by =he farm 
16 commodity organizations or t!ce state; and". 

By rAL~ON of Polk 
B-1702 FILED A?RIL 14, :997 

tU&~ 4/;~f?1 /'T ;,<tf,7) 



(As A!7>cr·icd and Passed by tl:e House ADril 16, 

l HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. ~ 
2 3Y FALLON, VA:-.:D::: HOEF, CONNORS, BODD:CKER, MY:::RS, 

3 WELT:::R, WITT, CARROLL, SCHRADER, GR~NDBERG, 

4 BUR~ETT, and MASCHER 

5 Jl. Concurrent Resol:.~tion establishing a special commi.s-

6 sion to study and make recownendations concer~ing 

7 urban planning, growth management of cities, and 

8 protection of farmlar.d. 

9 WHEREAS, it is the intent of the General Assembly 

lO to provide for :he orderly use and developnent of land 

-· 1n the state, to preserve private property rights, tO 

12 preserve the use of prime agricultural land for 

:3 agricultural production, to preserve natural, 

:4 cultural, and historical areas, and to provide for the 

15 coordination of comprehensive plans for lar.d :.!Se; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the General Assembly 

17 to control urban sprawl, and thereby prov~de for the 

l8 protection and preservation o: the private and public 

19 interest in the land, water, and related resources of 

20 this state for the public health, safety, and general 

21 wel:are, and for the benefic of present and future 

22 generations; NOW THEREFORE, 

BE IT RSSOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESEN~ATIVES, THE 

24 SENA·TE CONCuRRING, ·That a special commission shall be 

25 established to study urban planning, growth 

26 rr.ar.agemer.t, and farmland protection; ar.d 

27 EE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the specia~ co~miss~on 

26 shall consist of 21 voting membe~s with diverse -29 expertise :n planning, development, design, zoning, 

3C annexation, agricul~ure, historic preservation, and 

House i\rnendn-ents -------
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~ conservation, including all of the following: 

2 1. Four members of the general assembly with not 

3 ~ore than one me~ber from each chambe: being from the 

4 same political party. The two senators shall be 

5 designated by the majority leader of the Senate after 

6 consultation with the minority leader of the Senate. 

7 The two representatives shall be designated by the 

8 Speaker of the House of Representatives after 

9 consultation with the majority and minority leade:s of 

10 the House of Representatives. Of the members from 

11 each chamber, one member shall represent a district 

12 which is primarily urban, while the other member shall 

13 represent a distric~ which is primarily rural. 

14 2. One member appointed by the Governor. 

15 3. The executive director of the Iowa Farm Bureau 

16 Federation or a designee of the executive director. 

17 4 . The executive director of the Iowa Farmers 1 

18 Union or a designee of the executive director. 

19 5 • The executive director of the Iowa League of 

20 Cities or a designee of the executive director. 

21 6. The executive director of the Iowa State 

22 Association of Counties or a designee of the executive 

23 director. 

24 7. The chairperson of tr.e Department of Co~~unity 

25 and Regional Planning in the College of Design at Iowa 

26 State University of Science and Technology. 

27 8. The president of the Iowa Chapter of the 

28 American Planning Association or a designee of the 

29 presiden~. 

30 9. The executive director of the Associated 
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1 Builde:s and Co~tractors of Iowa, :nc. or a designee 

2 of the executive director. 

3 10. The executive director of the Iowa Association 

4 of Soil and Water Conservation )istrict Corr~issioners 

S or a designee of the executive director. 

6 11. ~he executive director of the Iowa Historic 

7 Preserva~ion Alliance or a designee of the executive 

8 directo:. 

9 12. The president of the Iowa Chapter of the 

10 ~~erican Society of ~andscape Architects or a designee 

l! of the president. 

12 13. The executive direc:or of the Iowa Chapter of 

13 the A-11ericar. Institute of A:chitects or a designee of 

14 :~e executive director. 

15 l4. The executive director of the Iowa ~atural 

16 Heritage Foundation or a designee of the executive 

17 director. 

l8 15. The executive director of the :owa P~blic 

19 Transit Associatior. or a designee of the executive 

20 director. 

21 16. The executive director o: the Iowa Sportsmen's 

22 Federation or a designee of the executive director. 

23 17. The presiden~ of che Iowa Audubon Council or a 

24 ~gnee of the president. 

25 18. One member appointed ~ointly by the farm 

26 ~dity organizations of :he state; a~d 

27 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the co-chairpersons of 

28 :l•e special commissi.on shaL be the Ge:1e:al Assembly 

25 members of the reajori:y par:y from each chambe:; a~d 

30 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That t~e spec1al commission 
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1 shall do all of the following: 

2 1. Review the county land-use inventories compiled 

3 pursuant to chapter 352 and survey the status of Iowa 

4 farmland and natural areas since the compilation of 

5 the county land-use inventories to determine the 

6 extent to which these areas have been converted to 

7 residential, commercial, or industrial use. The 

8 survey shall also report on the agricultural quality 

9 of the farmland converted to residential, commercial, 

lO or industrial use. 

ll 2. Survey the problems facing the state's cities 

12 including, but not limited to, problems involving 

13 crime, 

14 3. 

poverty, infrastructure, housing, and taxation. 

Evaluate the effectiveness of current state, 

15 regional, and local planning and zoning laws and 

16 assess their impact on the farmland, natural areas, 

17 and cities of the state. 

18 4. Review model legislation and studies on 

19 farmland protection and urban planning and collect 

20 information on states that have undertaken reform 

21 efforts and have effective programs. 

22 5. During 1997, hold public hearings throughout 

23 the state to share the initial findings of the special 

24 commission and solicit public comment and input on 

25 steps that might be taken to address the charge of the 

26 special commission. 

27 6. Propose innovative and cooperative plar.ning and 

28 land-use approaches that will protect farmland, 

29 accommodate and guide g rovJth and develop:nen t, ensure 

30 the planning and construct1on of adequate supporting 

4 



l services and infrastructure including utilities, storm 

2 water management systems, and transportation, provide 

3 opportunities for or eliminate barriers to affordable 

4 housing, protect the environment, minimize exposure to 

5 natural hazards, and generally address the concerns 

6 out:i.ined in this resolution. 

7 7 • At the discretion of the special commission, 

8 hold a second series of public hearings 1n the fall of 

9 1998; and 

10 BE 
_, ... FURTHER RESOLVED, That the special cormnission 

, , 
-J. shall convene eac!"l month; and 

12 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the special cowmission 

13 sha:: submit an interim report to the General Assembly 

14 no :ater than January 1, 1998, which shall include, 

lS but not be limited to, a status report of the 

16 commission's actions and an ex!Jlanation of future 

17 plar.s; and 

18 BE !T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the special commission 

19 shall submit a final report to the General Assembly no 

20 later than December 1, 1998, which shall include, but 

21 not be limited to, findings, analysis, and 

22 recorr~endations by the special co~~ission; and 

23 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Legislative 

24 Council pursuant to its authority in section 2.43 may 

25 allocate funding from moneys available to it in 

26 section 2.12, to the special commission created ~n 

27 this resolution for studies, consultants, surveys, and 

28 reimbursement of any public or private department or 

29 agency that provides staffing services for the 

30 commission. 

5 

HCrt 21 

tm/p~/25 


