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; HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. /4&9‘
2 BY FREVERT

3 A Concurrent Resolution requesting that the United States

4 government take all actilons necessary in order Lo

5 prevent further concentration and vertical integration
o in the livestock industry.

7 WHEREZAS, agriculivre has traditicnally represencted

£ the fcundat:i:on of thils nation's econcmic Drosperity,
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15 2 key component of this nation's
1o prespesity, Dy providiag aumercous value-added food and
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‘ 15 WHEREAS, there is a trend toward increasing

12 concencration and vertical integration in the

20 livestock industry, as evidenced by the cattle

21 industry where three firms account for almost eighty
22 percent of all fed cattle siaughtered in the United
tes and less than one percent of cattle feeders

Sta
24 account for forty-five percent of all head sold; and
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25 WHIREAS, state attorneys general piay a significant
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78 role i1n [ostering full anag free competitionr in wne

. e . e . . . ..
27 Unltec States economy through the enforcemenl of AW
8 federal and state antitrust laws; and

2% WHEZREAS, Towa Avcorney General Tom Mirlier &anG che

srate attoraeys general of Alagama,
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Connecticut, Florida, Idaho, Massachuseti{s, Minnesota,
Missouri, Montzna, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota,
Rhode Island, South Dakoeta, Texas. Vermont,
Washington, West Virginia, and Wisconsin have
expressec strong concern regarding this trend towarg
concentration and vertical integration in the
livestock industry; and

WHEREAS, the states attorneys general recommend
that the United States Departmeni of Agriculture
implement the rescommendations of a special
departmental advisory committee considering this issue
and taking other actions which promote competition in
the livestock industry; and

WHEREAS, on November 20, 1966, Iowa Attorney
General Tom Miiler, serving as chair of the Antitrust
Committee of the National Association of Attorneys
Generai, and nineteen other state attorneys general ‘
urged the United States Secretary of Agriculture and
the United States Congress to take a varlety of
actions reguired to promote competition in the
livestock industry; NOW THEREFORE,

BE I7 RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVZS, THE
SENATE CONCURRING, That the United States Depariment
of Agriculture is urged to take actions recommended by
the state attorneys general, incluc¢ing providiag for
greate; cisclosure of important marketing information
in orde: to shed light on anticompetltive practices;
report.ng captive supply arrangements; developing a
value-based pricing system to provide producers with

consistent and accurate informaticn concerning




premiums and discounts based on grade, yileld, and
weignt of carcasses; improving reporting of the
gdigsparity between prices received by producers and
srices paid by consumers; closely examilning mergers
ané consolidations in the livestock industry to
determine whether competcition wiil be reduced 1in
violation of the federal Packers and Stockyards Act;
and strictly enforcing provisions of the Packers and
stockyards &Act which prohibit unfair trade practices
in the livestock industry, including unfair price
digcrimination: and

8Z 17 PURTHER RESQLVED, That the United States

Congress is requested to take actions reccmmended

nde
the state attornevs general, including enacting

iegislarion which requires the Sscretary of
Acriculture to determine noncompetitive praciice
relating %o prlice; preserving the right of producers
to organize under tne Capper-Volstead Act; amendin
provisicns in the Agricultural Fai: Practices Act of
1567 to regquire handlers to engage in good faith
negotiations with producer cooperatives and networks,
«né to purchase products from these entitiss without
discrimination; snacting legislation thai protacts
preducers from retaliation by packers because of
starzements made by producers to agencles, including
taw enforcement agenciesg; resgarding the actions of

wroviding fer greater coordinaticn among

ederal agenciles inciudi the United States

Lroment of Agriculture; tne i i States

At of Justice, the rede ade Commission,
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and the Commoditv Futures Trad
BE IT PURTAER RESCLVED, That
resolution pe sent by the Chie
Representatives ¢ the Presigent of the United States:
the Secretary of Agricultfure, United States Department
of Agricuiture; che n
Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration,
United States Department of Agriculture; the President
of the Senate of the United States; the Speaker of the
House of Representatives of the United Siates; the
chairman ¢f tne United States Senate Committee on
Agriculture, Nu:irition, and Forestiry; tae chairman of
the Unicec States House of Representatives Commiitee
on Agricuiture; and members of Iowa's congressional

delegation.




