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1 Section 1. NEWSECTION.  321.444A HELMETS.

1. A bicycle shall not be ridden upon a highway unl ess the
person who is riding the bicycle is wearing protective
headgear which conplies with standards and specifications
adopted by the departnent. For purposes of this section,
"wearing protective headgear" means having a safety hel net on
the person's head that is fastened with the hel met straps and
that is of a size that fits the person's head securely without
excessive |ateral or vertical novenent.

2. A person shall not possess for the purpose of sale,
offer for sale, or sell protective headgear for use by a
person riding a bicycle unless the protective headgear neets
the standards and specifications required under this section.

Sec. 2. Section 805.8, subsection 2, paragraph e, Code
1995, is amended to read as fol |l ows:

e. For inproperly used or nonused or defective or inproper
equi pnent under sections 321.383, 321.384, 321.385, 321.386
321.398, 321.402, 321.403, 321.404, 321.409, 321.419, 321.420
321. 423, 321.430, and 321.433, the scheduled fine is twenty
dollars. For failing to wear protective headgear as required
under section 321.444A, the scheduled fine is fifty dollars.

EXPLANATI ON

New section 321.444A is created in this bill. The section
requires persons who are riding a bicycle on the highway to
wear protective headgear.

The bill also prohibits a person from possessing for sale,
offering for sale, or selling protective headgear whi ch does
not nmeet standards and specifications adopted by the
departnment. A person who does so may be charged with a sinple
m sdeneanor which is punishable by a fine of at |east $50 but
no nore than $100 or up to 30 days' inprisonnent.

Section 805.8 is anended to provide a scheduled fine for
failure to wear protective headgear of $50.
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