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1 Section 1. Section 902.2, Code 1995, is anended by
striking the section and inserting in |ieu thereof the
fol | owi ng:

902.2. COWUTATI ON PROCEDURE FOR CLASS "A"' FELONS

A person who has been sentenced to life inprisonnent under
section 902.1, nmay, once every ten years, make an application
to the governor requesting that the person's sentence be
commuted to a termof years. The director of the |owa
departnment of corrections may make a request to the governor
that a person's sentence be conmmuted to a termof years at any
time. Upon receipt of a request for comutation, the governor
shall send a copy of the request to the |Iowa board of parole
for investigation and recommendations as to whether the person
shoul d be considered for commutation. The board shall conduct
an interview of the class "A" felon and shall nake a report of
its findings and recommendati ons to the governor.

EXPLANATI ON
This bill replaces the current procedure for comutation of
sentence of life inprisonnent. The bill permts inmates to

make application once every 10 years to the governor for
commutation. The director of the departnent of corrections
may make application for conmutation of a person's sentence at
any time. Once the governor receives the request, the request
is to be forwarded to the board of parole for investigation
and recommendations. The board is to submit the investigation
and recomendati ons to the governor.

Currently, a person who is sentenced to life inprisonnent
is to be regularly interviewed by the board of parole, which
then may make recomendations to the governor for commutation
if the board feels that a particular person should be
consi dered for rel ease on parole
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