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Section 1. NEWSECTION 709.17 POLYGRAPH EXAM NATI ONS OF
VI CTI M5 &endash; LI M TATI ONS.

A crimnal or juvenile justice agency shall not require a
person claimng to be a victimof sexual abuse or claimng to
be a witness regarding the sexual abuse of another person to
submit to a polygraph or simlar exam nation as a precondition
to the agency conducting an investigation into the matter. An
agency wi shing to performa pol ygraph examni nation of a person
claimng to be a victimor w tness shall informthe person of
the foll ow ng:

1. That taking the polygraph exam nation is voluntary.

2. That the results of the examination are not admi ssible
in court.

3. That the person's decision to subnmt or refuse a
pol ygraph exam nation will not be the sole basis for a
deci sion by the agency not to investigate the matter.

An agency which declines to investigate an all eged case of
sexual abuse followi ng a decision by a person clainmng to be a
victimor witness not to submt to a polygraph exam nation
shal|l provide to that person, in witing, the reasons why the
agency did not pursue the investigation at the request of the
person

EXPLANATI ON

This bill provides that a crimnal or juvenile justice
agency shall not make the subm ssion to a pol ygraph
exam nation by a person claimng to be a victimof sexua
abuse or a witness regarding the sexual abuse of another the
sole criteria for a decision not to investigate the matter.
The bill also provides that an agency which desires a person
claimng to be a victimof or witness to sexual abuse to take
a polygraph test to informthe person that subnitting to the
test is voluntary, that the test is not adm ssible in court,
and that the person's decision whether or not to submt to the
test will not be the sole factor in whether the agency
investigates the matter or not. Finally, the bill provides
that the agency nmust provide a witten response to a person
claimng to be a victimof or witness to sexual abuse stating
the reasons why an investigation was not pursued if the person
requests it.
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