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1 Section 1. Sections 2 through 13 of this Act shall be
enacted as subchapter 8 of chapter 216A

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 216A.121 DEFIN TI ONS

For purposes of this subchapter, unless the context
ot herw se requires:

1. "Administrator"” means the admi nistrator of the division
of Asian-Pacific persons of the departnment of human rights.

2. "Asian-Pacific person" neans a person from any of the
countries of Asia or the Pacific islands.

3. "Conm ssion" neans the conm ssion of Asian-Pacific
per sons.

4. "Division" neans the division of Asian-Pacific persons

of the departnment of human rights.

Sec. 3. NEWSECTION 216A.122 ESTABLI SHVENT.

A commi ssion of Asian-Pacific persons is established
consi sting of nine menbers appointed by the governor, and
confirmed by the senate, pursuant to chapter 69, to four-year
staggered terns. Vacancies in the nenbership shall be filled
for the unexpired termin the sane nmanner as the origina
appoi ntnent. The nenbers of the conmi ssion shall select one
of the nenbers to serve as chairperson of the comi ssion.

Sec. 4. NEWSECTION. 216A. 123 MEETINGS OF THE
COWM SSI ON

The commi ssion shall neet at |east four tinmes each year,
and shall hold special nmeetings on the call of the
chai rperson. The comm ssion shall adopt rules pursuant to
chapter 17A as it deens necessary for the conm ssion and
division. The nenbers of the conmission shall be reinbursed
for actual expenses while engaged in their official duties. A
menber may al so be eligible to receive conpensation as
provided in section 7E.6.

Sec. 5. NEWSECTION. 216A.124 DUTIES.

The commi ssion shall do all of the foll ow ng:

1. Advise the governor and the general assenbly on issues
confronting Asian-Pacific persons in this state, including the
uni que probl ens of non-English-speaking inmgrants and
r ef ugees.

2. Advise the governor and the general assenbly of
adm ni strative and | egi sl ative changes necessary to ensure
Asi an- Paci fic persons access to benefits and servi ces provided
to people in this state.

3. Recomend to the governor and the general assenbly any
revisions in the state's affirnative action program and ot her
steps necessary to elinmnate underutilization of Asian-Pacific
persons in the state's work force.

4. Recommend to the governor and the general assenbly
| egislation intended to i nprove the econonmi c and socia
condition of Asian-Pacific persons in this state.

5. Serve as a conduit to state governnent for
organi zati ons of Asian-Pacific persons in this state.

6. Serve as a referral agency to assist Asian-Pacific
persons in securing access to state agencies and prograns.

7. Serve as a liaison with the federal governnent, | ocal
governnent units, and private organi zations on matters
relating to the Asian-Pacific persons of this state.

8. Performor contract for the perfornmance of studies
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designed to suggest solutions to the probl ens of Asian-Pacific
persons in the areas of education, enploynent, human rights
heal th, housing, social welfare, and other rel ated areas.

9. Inplenment prograns designed to solve the problens of
Asi an- Paci fi c persons when authorized by | aw

10. Publicize the acconplishnments of Asian-Pacific persons
and their contributions to this state.

11. Wirk with other state and federal agencies and
organi zations to devel op small business opportunities and
pronot e econom ¢ devel opnent for Asian-Pacific persons.

12. Supervise devel opnent of an Asian-Pacific trade
prinmer, outlining Asian and Pacific custons, cultura
tradi tions, and business practices, including | anguage usage
for use by lowa's export comunity.

13. Cooperate with other state and federal agencies and
organi zations to develop inproved state trade relations with
Asi an and Pacific countries.

Sec. 6. NEWSECTION. 216A.125 REVI EW OF GRANT
APPLI CATI ONS AND BUDGET REQUESTS.

State departments and agencies shall consult with the
commi ssi on concerning any applications for federal funding
that will have its primary effect on Asian-Pacific persons in
|l owa before devel opnent of the application. The conmi ssion
shal | advise the governor and the director of revenue and
finance concerning any state agency request that will have its
primary effect on Asian-Pacific persons in |owa.

Sec. 7. NEWSECTION. 216A.126 ADDI TI ONAL AUTHORI TY

The conm ssion nmay:

1. Enter into contracts, within the limt of funds nade
avai l abl e, with individuals, organizations, and institutions
for services.

2. Accept grants of nopney or property fromthe federa
government or any other source, and may upon its own order use
this noney, property, or other resources to acconplish the
duties of the conm ssion.

Sec. 8. NEWSECTION. 216A. 127 EMPLOYEES AND
RESPONSI BI LI TY.

The commi ssion shall enpl oy other necessary enpl oyees.
Pursuant to section 216A.2, the conm ssion shall have
responsibility for budgetary and personnel decisions for the
conmi ssion and division. The adm nistrator shall carry out
prograns and policies as determ ned by the conm ssion.

Sec. 9. NEWSECTION. 216A.128 STATE AGENCY ASSI STANCE

On the request of the conm ssion, state departnents and
agenci es shall supply the comm ssion with advisory staff
services on matters relating to the jurisdiction of the
comm ssion. The comm ssion shall cooperate and coordinate its
activities with other state agencies to the highest possible
degr ee.

Sec. 10. NEWSECTION. 216A. 129 ANNUAL REPORT.

Not later than February 1 of each year the conm ssion shal
file a report with the governor and the general assenbly of
its proceedings for the previous cal endar year, and nay submit
with the report such recomendati ons pertaining to its affairs
as the commi ssion deens desirous, including recomendations
for legislative consideration and other action it deemns
necessary.

Sec. 11. Section 216A.1, Code 1995, is anended by addi ng
the foll owi ng new subsection

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 8. Division of Asian-Pacific persons.

Sec. 12. INITIAL APPO NTMENTS. Four of the menbers
appointed to the initial comm ssion shall be designated by the
governor to serve two-year terms, and five shall be designated
by the governor to serve four-year terns. Succeeding
appoi ntnents shall be for a termof four years

EXPLANATI ON
This bill creates a division of Asian-Pacific persons
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within the departnent of human rights. The comm ssion of
Asi an- Pacific persons is also created. The comm ssion

consi sts of nine nenbers,
confirmed by the senate.
speci fi ed.
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appoi nted by the governor and
Duties of the comr ssion are



