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Section 1. Section 155A.3, Code Suppl enent 1995, is
anended by adding the follow ng new subsection

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 25A. "Pharnmacy technici an" neans a person
regi stered by the board who is in a technician training
program or who is enployed by a pharmacy under the
responsibility of a licensed pharnmacist to assist in the
technical functions of the practice of pharnacy.

Sec. 2. Section 155A.6, subsections 2, 3, and 4, Code
1995, are anended to read as foll ows:

2. A person desiring to be a pharmacist-intern in this
state shall apply to the board for registration. The
application nust be on a formprescribed by the board. A
pharmaci st-intern

— shall be registered during internship
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training and thereafter pursuant to rul es adopted by the
board.

3. The board shall establish standards for pharmaci st-
intern registration and may deny, suspend, or revoke a
pharmaci st-intern registration for failure to neet the
standards or for any violation of the laws of this state,
anot her state, or the United States relating to prescription
drugs, controlled substances, or nonprescription drugs, or for

any violation of this chapter or chapter 124, 124A, 124B, 126,

147, or 205, or any rule of the board.

4. The board shall adopt rules in accordance w th chapter
17A on matters pertaining to pharmacist-intern registration
standards, registration fees, conditions of registration,
term nation of registration, and approval of preceptors.

Sec. 3. Section 155A.6, Code 1995, is anended by adding
the foll owi ng new subsecti ons:

NEW SUBSECTION. 5. A registration programfor pharmacy
technicians is established for the purposes of identification,
tracking, and disciplinary action for the violation of federa
drug |l aws or regul ations, state drug or pharnmacy |aws, or
board rul es by pharnacy technicians. The registration shal
not include any determ nation of the conpetency of the
regi stered individual and, notw thstanding section 272C. 2,
subsection 1, shall not require continuing education for
renewal . The ultimte responsibility for the actions of a
phar macy techni ci an worki ng under a |licensed pharmacist's
supervision shall remain with the |icensed pharnaci st.

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 6. A person who is or desires to be a
pharmacy technician in this state shall apply to the board for
registration. The application nust be submitted on a form
prescribed by the board. A pharmacy technician nmust be
regi stered pursuant to rules adopted by the board.

NEW SUBSECTION. 7. The board may deny, suspend, or revoke
a pharmacy technician registration for any violation of the
laws of this state, another state, or the United States
relating to prescription drugs, controlled substances, or
nonprescription drugs, or for any violation of this chapter or
chapter 124, 124A, 124B, 126, 147, or 205, or any rule of the
board.

NEW SUBSECTI ON. 8. The board shall adopt rules in




2 19 accordance with chapter 17A on matters pertaining to pharnmacy
2 20 technician registration applications, renewals, fees,
2 21 termnation of registration, and any other relevant matters.
2 22 Sec. 4. Section 155A.33, Code 1995, is anmended to read as
2 23 foll ows:
2 24 155A. 33 DELEGATI ON OF

—NONJUDGMVENTAL

— TECHNI CALL FUNCTI ONS
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A pharnaci st may del egate

— techni cal
2 26 dispensing functions to

—assistants
— pharmacy technici ans, but
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only if the pharmacist is physically present to verify the
accuracy and conpl eteness of the patient's prescription prior
to the delivery of the prescription to the patient or the
patient's representative

EXPLANATI ON

This bill provides for the designation of individuals who
are enployed by and assist with the technical functions of a
pharmacy practice as pharnacy technicians. Procedures and
standards for pharnacy technician registration with, and
paynent of fees to, the board of pharmacy exami ners are
provided for, as well as for denial, suspension, and
revocation of registration. Registration does not determne
the conpetency of a pharnmacy technician, and the |Iicensed
pharmaci st is regarded as ultimately responsible for the
actions of a pharmacy technician under the pharmacist's
supervi sion. Continuing education will not be required for
registration renewal. The bill provides that, in their
supervi sory capacity, pharmaci sts may del egate technica
di spensi ng functions to pharmacy technicians provided the
pharmaci st is physically present to verify prescription
accuracy and conpl et eness.

BACKGROUND STATEMENT
SUBM TTED BY THE AGENCY

Regardi ng sections 1, 3, and 4 of the bill, there are
approxi mately 5,000 persons in |lowa who are enpl oyed by
Ii censed pharnacies as "pharmacy technicians". Currently, the

board cannot conpletely identify who these persons are or
where they are enployed. Furthernore, the term "pharnmacy
technician" is not defined in lowa |law. These persons have
direct access to prescription drugs and controll ed substances.
Sone of these persons are enployed at nore than one pharnacy.
Sone becone involved in drug diversion. 1In early 1994 an
opi ni on survey of all |owa-licensed pharnacists was conduct ed.
Si xty-five percent of the pharnacists who responded to the
survey (1,387 pharnacists) agreed that pharnacy technicians
shoul d be registered with the I owa board of pharnmacy
examners. In April 1994 the |l owa pharmacy technician

advi sory task force concluded a six-nonth study and issued a
77-page final report containing 16 recomendati ons. The task
force recommended, anong ot her things, that "pharmacy
technicians in lowa should be required to register with the

|l owa board of pharmacy exam ners for the purposes of
identification, tracking, and disciplinary action.”™ The board
agrees that it needs to inplenent the recomendati ons of the
task force by defining "pharmacy technician" and by
establishing a registry of all persons who are enpl oyed as
pharmacy technicians in lowa. The board al so needs the
ability to deny, suspend, or revoke a pharmacy technician
registration and needs the authority to adopt rul es pertaining
to the registration of pharnmacy technicians. The purpose of
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these sections is to give the board regul atory authority over
persons who are enpl oyed as pharmacy technicians in |owa and
to enhance the board's ability to protect lowa citizens from
the harnful effects of unlawful drug distribution and to all ow
the board to establish an information and disciplinary

cl eari nghouse for pharmacy technicians simlar to that already
in place for pharnacists.

Regardi ng section 2 of the bill, the board needs broader
ability to deny, suspend, or revoke a pharmacist-intern
registration. The purpose of this sectionis to establish
grounds for which the board may deny, suspend, or revoke a
pharmaci st-intern regi stration which are uniformwth the
grounds for which the board may deny, suspend, or revoke other
Iicenses and registrations under its jurisdiction. This wll
give the board the ability to deal with problens that arise
when a person who is enployed as a pharnmacist-intern becones
involved in any of the follow ng: pharmaceutical diversion or
unl awful distribution of drugs; unauthorized practice of
pharmacy; or any other unlawful activity relating to the
practice of pharnacy or the distribution of controlled
subst ances, precursor substances, prescription drugs, or
nonprescription drugs in |owa.
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