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1 Section 1. NEWSECTION. 7E. 8 SERVICES TO CH LDREN AND
FAM LI ES &endash; STATE AGENCI ES &endash; DI RECTI VE.

The directors of state agencies which provide services to
children and famlies, including but not linited to the
departnment of human services, the |lowa department of public
heal th, the department of education, the departnent of
econom ¢ devel opnent, the departnent of enpl oynent services,
and the departnent of human rights, shall forma work group,
whi ch al so includes service providers and comunity | eaders,
to internally coordinate and to increase coll aboration
regardi ng policies and programs which focus on children and
famlies. The work group shall develop a joint strategic plan
to reduce regulation, to elimnate duplication, and to devel op
a system for evaluation of existing and future prograns and
activities relating to children and fanmlies. The work group
shall submit a conprehensive report to the general assenbly
detailing the progress in neeting the directive, initially,
prior to the end of the 1996 Session of the general assenbly
and, annually, thereafter, on or before December 1.

Sec. 2. | OM HEALTHY FAM LY PROGRAM EXPANSI ON STATEW DE.
The | owa departnent of public health shall develop a plan
i ncl udi ng recomrendati ons for increased funding to expand the
lowa healthy fam |y program established in section 135.106
statewi de. The plan shall be subnmitted to the genera
assenbly on or before Decenber 1, 1996

Sec. 3. APPROPRI ATI ONS RELATI NG TO CHI LDREN AND FAM LI ES
&endash; PROVI SION I N THE FORM OF BLOCK GRANTS. The genera
assenbly shall devel op a process, using the criteria set out
in this section, to appropriate state funds in bl ock grant
formto communities for prograns for famlies with children
bet ween zero and five years of age

The funds, in block grant form shall be allocated to a
community which may be a city, a county, a school district, or
a group of cities, counties, or school districts for which a
city governnent, a county board of supervisors, or a school
district or a group of city governments, county boards of
supervi sors, or school districts submts an application for
funding services to families with children between zero and
five years of age.

The application shall be submitted to the departnent of
managenment and shall propose a coll aborative conmunity
strategy through participation of a wi de range of consuners
and public, private sector, and voluntary groups and
organi zations within the community in the devel opment and
i mpl ementation of the plan; to provide matching funds in an
anount designated by the departnent of managenent based upon
the nunber of families with children between zero and five
years of age in the comunity; and to eval uate prograns
t hrough st at e- devel oped perfornmance neasures.

The departnent of nanagenent shall develop criteria for and
a procedure for the approval of community plans, determ ne the
nunber of families within a conmunity with children between
zero and five years of age, and devel op perfornance neasures,
in consultation with state agenci es which provide services to
these famlies including but not linmted to the departnent of
human services, the |owa departnment of public health, the
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departnment of education, the departnent of economc
devel opnent, the departnent of enploynent services, and the
departnent of human rights.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill includes provisions relating to services provided
to children and fam lies which include:

1. Directing state agencies which are involved in
providing services to children and famlies to forma work
group, which also includes service providers and comunity
| eaders, to internally coordinate and to increase
col | aboration regardi ng policies and prograns which focus on
children and famlies. The work group is directed to devel op
a strategic plan to reduce regulation, elimnate duplication,
and to develop a system for evaluation of existing and future
prograns and activities relating to children and famlies.

The work group is to subnmit a progress report to the genera
assenbly, initially prior to the conpletion of the 1996
Session and annual ly, thereafter on or before Decenber 1.

2. Directing the lowa departnent of public health to
devel op a plan including recomendati ons for increased funding
to expand the Iowa healthy fam|lies program statew de. The
plan is to be submtted to the general assenbly on or before
Decenber 1, 1996.

3. Directing the general assenbly to devel op a process to
appropriate state funds in block grant formto communities for
prograns for famlies with children between zero and five
years of age. The departnent of managenment, in consultation
with state agencies which provide services to these families,
is directed to develop criteria for and a procedure for the
approval of comunity plans, determ ne the nunber of families
within a community with children between zero and five years
of age, and devel op performance neasures to eval uate the
pl ans. The application submtted by a city governnent, a
county board of supervisors, or a school district or a
coalition of these entities for funding of a plan nust propose
a coll aborative comunity strategy devel oped and to be
i mpl enented through participation of a wide range of conmmunity
interests, to provide matching funds in an anount desi gnated
by the departnent of nmanagenent, and to eval uate prograns
t hrough st at e- devel oped performance neasures.
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