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1 1 Section 1. Section 144.1, subsection 9, Code 1995, is

1 2 amended to read as foll ows:
1 3 9. "Live birth" means the conplete expul sion or extraction
1 4 fromits nother of a product of human conception, irrespective
1 5 of the duration of pregnancy, which, after such expul sion or
1 6 extraction, breathes or shows any other evidence of |ife such
1 7 as beating of the heart, pulsation of the unbilical cord,
1 8 definite novenent of voluntary nuscles, whether or not the
1 9 unbilical cord has been cut or the placenta is attached
1 10 Heartbeats are to be distinguished fromtransient cardiac
1 11 contractions. Respirations are to be distinguished from
112 fleeting respiratory efforts or gasps.
1 13 Sec. 2. Section 144.1, subsection 10, Code 1995, is
1 14 amended to read as foll ows:
115 10. "Registration" nmeans the
—acceptance by the division
116

— process by which vital statistics are conpleted
20 filed, and incorporated by the division into its officia

21 records.

22 Sec. 3. Section 144.5, subsection 4, Code 1995, is anended

23 to read as fol |l ows:

24 4. Prescribe, print, and distribute the forns required by

25 this chapter and other nmeans for transnmitting data to
26 acconplish the conplete and accurate reporting.

27 Sec. 4. Section 144.12, Code 1995, is anended to read as

foll ows:
29 144.12 FORMS UN FORM

30 In order to pronmote and maintain uniformty in the system
31 of vital statistics, the forms of certificates, reports, and
32 other returns shall include as a nminimumthe itens recomended

33 by the federal agency responsible for national vita

34 statistics, subject to approval and nodification by the
35 departnent. Forns shall be furnished by the departnent.
1 forns or other recording nethods used

—by——county—registrars—to
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— to register records required
2 3 under this chapter shall be prescribed by the departnent.
2 4 Sec. 5. Section 144.13, subsection 1, paragraphs a, b, and
2 5 c, Code Supplenent 1995, are anended to read as foll ows:
2 6 a. Acertificate of birth for each live birth which occurs
2 7 inthis state shall be filed with the
—county—regi-strar—of—the
2 8

— state registrar,
2 9 or as otherwise directed by the state registrar, within seven

2 10 days after the birth and shall be registered by the registrar
2 11 if it has been conmpleted and filed in accordance with this
2 12 chapter.

2 15 b. Wen a birth occurs in an institution or en route to an

2 16 institution, the person in charge of the institution or the
2 17 person's designated representative shall obtain the persona
2 18 data, prepare the certificate,

, v od

2 19

— and file the certi%icate with the

—county

2 20

—tregistrar
— state registrar, or as otherwi se directed by the
21 state registrar. Either of the parents of the child or
22 another informant shall verify the accuracy of the persona
23 data to be entered on the certificate in order to permt the
24 filing of the certificate within the tinme prescribed. The
physician in attendance or the person in charge of the
26 institution or the person's designee shall certify to the
27 facts of birth either by signature or as otherw se authorized
28 by rule and provide the nedical information required by the
29 certificate within
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—six
— seven days after the birth.
2 30 c. Wwen a birth occurs outside an institution, the
2 31 certificate shall be prepared and filed by one of the
2 32 following in the indicated order of priority:
2 33 (1) The physician in attendance at or inmediately after
2 34 the birth.
2 35 (2) Any other person in attendance at or immediately after
3 1 the birth
3 2 (3) The father or the nother.



3 3 (4) The person in charge of the prem ses where the birth
3 4 occurred.
3 5 The state registrar shall establish, by rule, what evidence
3 6 nmay be required to establish the facts of birth.
3 7 Sec. 6. Section 144.13, subsection 2, Code Suppl enent
3 8 1995, is anended to read as foll ows:
3 9 2. If the nother was marri ed
—eitherat the time of
3 10
. el

— at any tinme during the period between

3 11 conception and birth, the nane of the husband shall be entered
3 12 on the certificate as the father of the child unless paternity
3 13 has been deternined otherwi se by a court of conpetent
3 14 jurisdiction, in which case the name of the father as
3 15 deternmned by the court shall be entered by the departnent.
3 16 Sec. 7. Section 144.13, subsection 3, Code Suppl enent
3 17 1995, is anended to read as foll ows:
3 18 3. If the nother was not married
—either—at—thetime——of
3 19

— at any tine during the period between

3 20 conception and birth, the nanme of the father shall not be
3 21 entered on the certificate of birth without the witten
3 22 consent of the nother and the person to be naned as the
3 23 father, unless a determi nation of paternity has been nade
3 24 pursuant to section 252A. 3, in which case the nanme of the
3 25 father as established shall be entered by the departnent. |[|f
3 26 the father is not naned on the certificate of birth, no other
3 27 information about the father shall be entered on the
3 28 certificate.
3 29 Sec. 8. Section 144.14, Code 1995, is anended to read as
3 30 follows:
3 31 144.14 FOUNDLI NGS.
3 32 A person who assunes the custody of a living infant of
3 33 unknown parentage shall report
—on—-aformand
— in the nmanner
3 34 prescribed by the state registrar within five days to the
3 35

. f ol , , he child :

ArADMAMAADMDMIAEDMDAIAEDMDIDS

O©CO~NOUPSAWNPE

state registrar, the follow ng information:

1. The date and place of finding.

2. The sex, color or race, and approxi mate age of child.

3. The nanme and address of the person or institution which
has assuned custody of the child.

4. The nanme given to the child by the custodian.

5. OQher data required by the state registrar.

The place where the child was found shall be entered as the
pl ace of birth and the date of birth shall be deterni ned by
approxi mation. A report registered under this section shal
constitute the certificate of birth for the infant.

If the child is identified and a certificate of birth is
found or obtained, any report registered under this section
shal | be seal ed and




placed in a special file and may be
4 15 opened only by order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction or
4 16 as provided by

rul e.

4 17 Sec. 9. Section 144.15, unnunbered paragraph 1, Code 1995,
4 18 is anended to read as follows:

4 19 When the birth of a person born in this state has not been
4 20 registered, a certificate may be filed in accordance with

4 21

—+regulations

rule. The certificate shall be registered subject
22 to evidentiary requirenments prescribed to substantiate the
23 alleged facts of birth. Certificates of birth registered one
24 year or nore after the date of occurrence shall be marked
25 "del ayed" and shall show on their face the date of the del ayed
26 registration. A summary statenent of the evidence subnmitted
27 in support of the delayed registration shall be endorsed on
the certificate. A delayed certificate of birth shall not be
29 reqgistered for a deceased person.
30 Sec. 10. Section 144.26, Code 1995, is anmended to read as
31 foll ows:
32 144.26 DEATH CERTI FI CATE
33 A death certificate for each death which occurs in this
34 state shall be filed with the
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—coubptyregistrar of the county

4 35

. hich il | |

tate registrar or as otherw se

1 directed by the state registrar, within three days after the
death and prior to final disposition, and shall be registered
by the state registrar if it has been conpleted and filed in
accordance with this chapter. Al information including the
certifying physician's name shall be typewitten.
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The county in which a
5 9 dead body is found shall be the county of death. |f death
5 10 occurs in a nmoving conveyance,

e hall |

5 11

il ed i

the county in which the dead body is first renopved
5 12 fromthe conveyance shall be the county of death.
5 13




5 19
—Fecorded—
5 20 Sec. 11. Section 144.27, Code 1995, is anended to read as
5 21 fol |l ows:
5 22 144.27 FUNERAL DI RECTOR S DUTY.
5 23 The funeral director who first assunmes custody of a dead
5 24 body shall file the death certificate, obtain the persona
5 25 data fromthe next of kin or the best qualified person or
5 26 source available and obtain the nedical certification of cause
5 27 of death fromthe person responsible for
. . A
5 28 conpleting the certification. Wen a person other than a
5 29 funeral director assumes custody of a dead body, the person
5 30 shall be responsible for carrying out the provisions of this
5 31 section.
5 32 Sec. 12. Section 144.28, Code 1995, is anended to read as
5 33 fol | ows:
5 34 144.28 MEDI CAL CERTI FI CATE
5 35 The medical certification shall be conpleted
—and—sigred
6 1 within twenty-four hours after death by the physician in
6 2 charge of the patient's care for the illness or condition
6 3 which resulted in death except when inquiry is required by the
6 4 county nedical examiner. Wen inquiry is required by the
6 5 county nedi cal exam ner, the nedical exam ner shal
6 6 investigate the cause of death and shall conplete
—and—si-gh
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medi cal certification within twenty-four hours after taking
charge of the case. The person conpleting the cause of death
shall attest to its accuracy either by signature or as

aut hori zed by rule.

Sec. 13. Section 144.29, Code 1995, is anended to read as
foll ows:

144.29 FETAL DEATHS.

A fetal death certificate for each fetal death which occurs
inthis state after a gestation period of twenty conpl eted
weeks or greater, or where the fetus wei ghed three hundred
fifty grans or nore shall be filed with the

——counRty—regi-strar
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19 state registrar within three days after delivery and prior to
20 final disposition of the fetus. The certificate shall be

21 registered if it has been conpleted and filed in accordance
22 with this chapter.

23 The county in which a dead fetus is found shall be the

24 county of death.

The certificate shal

6 27 be filed within three days after the fetus is found. If a
6 28 fetal death occurs in a noving conveyance,

—a—Ffetal—death
6 29

T hall be filed |
— the county in which the fetus is
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30 first renoved fromthe conveyance shall be the county of
31 death.
32 Sec. 14. Section 144.30, Code 1995, is anended to read as

33 foll ows:
34 144.30 FUNERAL DI RECTOR S DUTY.
35 The funeral director who first assunmes custody of a fetus

1 shall file the fetal death certificate. In the absence of

2 such a person, the physician or other person in attendance at
3 or after the delivery shall file the certificate of feta

4 death. The person filing the certificate shall obtain the

5 personal data fromthe next of kin or the best qualified

6 person or source available and shall obtain the nedica

7 certification of cause of death fromthe person responsible
8 for

—i-SSU-hg—and—si-ghing
— conpleting the certification. When a

7 9 person other than a funeral director assunes custody of a
7 10 fetus, the person shall be responsible for carrying out the
7 11 provisions of this section.
7 12 Sec. 15. Section 144.31, Code 1995, is anended to read as
7 13 fol |l ows:
7 14 144.31 MEDI CAL CERTI FI CATE
7 15 The nedical certification shall be conpleted
—and—sigred
7 16 within twenty-four hours after delivery by the physician in
7 17 attendance at or after delivery except when inquiry is
7 18 required by the county medi cal exam ner.
7 19 When a fetal death occurs w thout nedical attendance upon
7 20 the nother at or after delivery or when inquiry is required by
7 21 the county nedi cal exam ner, the nmedical exam ner shal
7 22 investigate the cause of fetal death and shall conplete

—and



7 23

—S+gh
— the nedical certification within twenty-four hours after
7 24 taking charge of the case.
7 25 The person conpleting the cause of death shall attest to
7 26 its accuracy either by signature or by an approved el ectronic
7 27 process.
7 28 Sec. 16. Section 144.38, Code 1995, is anended to read as
7 29 fol |l ows:
7
7
7
7
7

30 144.38 AMENDVENT OF OFFI Cl AL RECORD

31 To protect the integrity and accuracy of vital statistics
32 records, a certificate or record registered under this chapter
33 may be anmended only in accordance with this chapter and

34

— rul es adopted

—hereunder
— pursuant to this chapter.

7 35 A certificate that is amended under this section shall be
1 marked "anended" except as provided in section 144.40. The
date of anendnment and a summary description of the evidence
submitted in support of the anendment shall be endorsed on or
made a part of the record. A file shall be nmaintained which
identifies the evidence upon which the amendnent was based,
the date of the anmendnent, and the identity of the person
nmaki ng the anmendnent. The departnent shall prescribe by
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—+regulation

— rule the conditions under which additions or minor

9 corrections shall be made to birth certificates within one

10 year after the date of birth without the certificate being

11 marked "anmended".

12 Sec. 17. Section 144.43, Code 1995, is anmended to read as
13 fol | ows:

14 144.43 VI TAL RECORDS CLOSED TO | NSPECTI ON &endash; EXCEPTI ONS.
15 To protect the integrity of vital statistics records, to

16 ensure their proper use, and to ensure the efficient and
proper administration of the vital statistics system kept by
18 the state registrar, access to vital statistics records kept
19 by the state registrar shall be limted to the state registrar
20 and the state registrar's enployees, and then only for

21 administrative purposes. It shall be unlawful for the state
22 registrar to permt inspection of, or to disclose information
23 contained in vital statistics records, or to copy or pernmt to
24 be copied all or part of any such record except as authorized
25 by

—r-eg-ation
—rule.

8 26 However, the follow ng vital statistics records may be
8 27 inspected
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— as of right under chapter 22 when they
8 28 are in the custody of a county registrar

—o—vhen——they—are—inA

8 29

I b of B I

8 30



—fHve—years—old
31 1. A record of birth
32 2. A record of narriage.
33 3. Avrecord of divorce, dissolution of narriage, or
34 annul nent of nmarri age.
35 4. Arecord of death if that death was not a fetal death.
1 When ninety-five years have el apsed after the date of
2 birth, or fifty vears have el apsed after the date of death,
3 marriage, divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annul nent, and
4 when the records of these events are in the custody of the
5 state archivist they shall becone available to the public.
6
7
8
9

The state archivist shall establish a process for public
access that ensures the continued saf ekeeping of the records.

Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. 144.45A COWMVEMORATI VE BI RTH AND
MARRI AGE CERTI FI CATES.

10 Upon application and paynment of a twenty-five dollar fee,
11 the director may issue a comenorative copy of a certificate
12 of birth or a certificate of marriage. Fees collected
13 pursuant to this section nmay be retained by and are
14 appropriated to the department to fund private, nonprofit
15 organi zati on prograns targeted at the prevention of child
16 abuse. The director or a designee shall keep an accurate
17 record of funds so retained.
18 Sec. 19. 1993 lowa Acts, chapter 55, section 1, subsection
19 3, is amended to read as follows:
20 3. The project shall be conpleted on or before June 30,
21 1997, and existing vital records shall be converted to the
22 electronic systemby that date. Moneys appropriated pursuant
23 to this section which remain
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— unencunbered on June

24 30, 1997, shall revert to the general fund of the state. The
25 remai ni ng encunbered noneys whi ch remai n unexpended on June
26 30, 1998, shall revert to the general fund of the state. For
27 the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1997, and succeeding fisca
28 years, the provisions of section 144.46, requiring the vita
29 records fee to be set by rule based on the average admi n-
istrative costs, shall apply.
31 EXPLANATI ON
32 This bill provides for the nodernization of vital records
33 and facilitates the transition of registrar duties fromthe
34 clerk of the district court to the county recorder.
35 The bill establishes procedures for the el ectronic subm s-
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10 1 sion of vital records regarding birth and death certificates
10 2 and related data. The bill also provides for changes in the
10 3 birth registration process, and disallows issuance of a

10 4 delayed birth certificate for a deceased person

10 5 The bill provides for adjustments in the length of tine
10 6 that birth, death, and marriage vital statistics records are
10 7 archived and nmade avail able for public inspection. The bil
10 8 also provides that the director of public health may issue
10 9 commenorative birth and narriage certificates.

10 10 The bill makes changes relating to funding the vita

10 11 records conversion process to an electronic format through
10 12 encunbering fund noneys obligated on or prior to June 30

10 13 1997.

10 14 BACKGROUND STATEMENT

10 15 SUBM TTED BY THE AGENCY

10 16 This bill proposes additional statutory changes necessary
10 17 to conplete the process of nodernization of vital records

10 18 initiated by the 1992 Session of the General Assenbly. The
10 19 bill also nakes additional changes required to effect the

10 20 transition of registrar duties fromthe clerk of the district
10 21 court to the county recorder scheduled to be concluded by July



1, 1997.

The bill clarifies the definition of live birth to
di stingui sh between an actual live birth and various anonalies
and establishes the process which will allow the electronic
subni ssion of vital records

Changes are made to procedures for the filing of birth
certificates necessary to allow for the el ectronic
registration of births. The electronic birth certificate
process enables the el ectronic subm ssion of birth data
directly to the state and will facilitate the availability of
birth certificates at all county registrar offices, regardless
of county of birth. The electronic registration also allows
for a nore tinely subm ssion of birth data, reduced from 10
days to seven days.

The bill provides that the state registrar shall establish,
by rule, a process to determne the legitimcy of birth data
and codifies the current practice of determ ning when to enter
the father's nane on the birth certificate. Nonsubstantive
changes are provided consistent with the other changes in the
birth registration process.

The bill disallows the issuance of a delayed birth
certificate for a deceased person. This |anguage wl|
strengthen antifraud efforts to reduce the possibility of
del ayed certificates being filed to establish fal se
identities.

The bill makes changes to the filing of death certificates
necessary to allow for the el ectronic subnission directly to
the state and clarifies the determ nation of the county of
death. The availability of electronic death certificate
information in every county registrar's office elininates the
need to send copies of death certificates to the counties.

The bill establishes a process of electronic signatures
necessary for the subm ssion of death data fromfunera
directors, attendi ng physicians, and nedical exam ners.

The bill clarifies the definition of fetal death beyond
gestation to also include weight and makes nonsubstantive
changes simlar and consistent with the electronic reporting
of death certificates.

The bill delineates what information shall be filed in sup-
port of an anended certificate.
The bill makes changes to the process in which vita

statistics records are archived and nmade avail able for public
i nspection. The proposed | anguage increases from 75 years to
95 years the length of time before birth records are nmade
public and reduces from 75 years to 50 years the | ength of
time before death and nmarriage records are nade avail abl e.
These changes reflect the increasing life span of |owans and
the increasing interest in death records by geneal ogi sts.

The bill provides that the director of public health may
i ssue conmenorative birth and narriage certificates. A fee of
$25 is established and funds generated are directed to be used
for child abuse prevention.

The bill makes changes in the fund established to finance
the nmoderni zation of vital statistics. Fees associated with
i ssuing copies of vital records prior to June 30, 1997, are
deposited in the fund. The proposed | anguage retains the
reversi on of unspent funds after the conpletion of the
noder ni zati on project, however, it does allow the depart nent
to encunber fund noneys obligated prior to the June 30, 1997
reversion date. Such a change is necessary to fund the
mul tiyear conversion process of existing vital records into an
el ectronic format.
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