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1 Section 1. Section 282.18, subsection 2, Code 1995, is
1 2 anended to read as fol |l ows:
1 3 2. By

—Ostober—30

— February 1 of the preceding school year,
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the parent or guardian shall send notification to the district
of residence, on forms prescribed by the departnent of
education, that the parent or guardian intends to enroll the
parent's or guardian's child in a public school in another
school district.

I f a parent

1 10 or guardian fails to file a notification that the parent

1 11 intends to enroll the parent's or guardian's child in a public
1 12 school in another district by the deadline of

—October—30

RPRRRPRRPRRPRRPRPRPRPRRRRRRER

February 1 of the previous year, and one of the criteria
defined in subsection 18 exists for the failure to neet the
deadline or if the request is to enroll a child in

ki ndergarten in a public school in another district, the
parent or guardian shall be permtted to enroll the child in
the other district in the sane nanner as if the deadline had
been net.

The board of directors of a school district may adopt a
policy granting the superintendent of the district authority
to approve open enrollnment applications that are tinely filed
However, the board of directors shall not grant the
superintendent authority to deny open enrollnment applications,
except as provided in subsection 4. The board of the district
of residence, or the superintendent with the board's authority
to only approve applications, shall take action on the request
no | ater than

—Neverber—30
— March 1 of the preceding school year
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and shall transmt any approved request within five days after
board action on the request. The parent or guardian may

wi thdraw t he request at any tinme prior to the start of the
school year. The board of the receiving district, or the
superintendent with the board's authority to approve
applications only, shall take action to approve or disapprove
the request no later than

—DPecenber—31

— April 1 of the preceding
2 1 school year. The board of the receiving district shall enrol
2 2 the pupil in a school in the receiving district for the
2 3 followi ng school year unless the receiving district does not



2 4 have classroom space for the pupil. |If the request is
2 5 granted, the board shall transnmit a copy of the formto the
2 6 school district of residence within five days after board
2 7 action.
2 8 Sec. 2. Section 282.18, subsections 7, 8 and 18, Code
2 9 1995, are anended to read as foll ows:
2 10 7. A request under this section is for a period of not
2 11 less than one year. |If the request is for nore than one year
2 12 and the parent or guardian desires to have the pupil enroll in
2 13 a different district, the parent or guardian nmay petition the
2 14 current receiving district by
—Cctaber—30
- February 1 of the
15 previous school year for permission to enroll the pupil in a
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different district for a period of not |ess than one year.
Upon recei pt of such a request, the current receiving district
board may act on the request to transfer to the other school
district at the next regularly schedul ed board neeting after
the recei pt of the request. The new receiving district shal
enroll the pupil in a school in the district unless there is
insufficient classroomspace in the district or unless
enrol I ment of the pupil would adversely affect the court-
ordered or voluntary desegregation plan of the district. A
deni al of a request to change district enrollnment within the
approved period is subject to appeal under section 290. 1.
However, a pupil who has been in attendance in another
district under this section may return to the district of
resi dence and enroll at any tinme, once the parent or guardian
has notified the district of residence and the receiving
district in witing of the decision to enroll the pupil in the
district of residence.

8. A pupil participating in open enrollnent shall be
counted, for state school foundation aid purposes, in the
pupil's district of residence. A pupil's residence, for

1 purposes of this section, neans a residence under section
2 282.1. The board of directors of the district of residence
3 shall pay to the receiving district the

—lower—di-stri-ct

— state

3 4 cost per pupi

—of
— for the
; .

— previous school vyear,

3 5 plus any noneys received for the pupil as a result of the non-
3 6 English speaking weighting under section 280.4, subsection 4,
3 7 for

—each
— the previous school year nultiplied by the state cost
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for the previous year. The district of residence shall also
transmt the phase |1l noneys allocated to the district for
the previous year for the full-tinme equival ent attendance of
the pupil, who is the subject of the request, to the receiving
district specified in the request for transfer.

18. For purposes of this section, "good cause" neans a
change in a child's residence due to a change in famly
resi dence, a change in the state in which the famly residence
is |located, a change in a child' s parents' narital status, a
guar di anshi p proceedi ng, placenment in foster care, adoption,
participation in a foreign exchange program or participation
in a substance abuse or nental health treatnment program or a
simlar set of circunstances consistent with the definition of
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good cause; a change in the status of a child' s resident
district, such as renoval of accreditation by the state board,
surrender of accreditation, or permanent closure of a
nonpublic school, the failure of negotiations for a whol e-
grade sharing, reorganization, dissolution agreenent or the
rejection of a current whol e-grade sharing agreenent, or
reorgani zation plan, or a simlar set of circunstances
consistent with the definition of good cause. |f the good
cause relates to a change in status of a child s schoo
district of residence, however, action by a parent or guardi an
must be taken to file the notification within forty-five days
of the last board action or within thirty days of the

certification of the election, whichever is applicable to the
ci rcumst ances
Sec. 3. Section 282.18, subsection 12, Code 1995, is
amended by striking the subsection.
EXPLANATI ON
This bill changes open enrol |l nent application deadlines,

elimnates the requirenent that parents give a reason for open
enrolling on the application, pernmits the board of directors
of a school district to grant the district superintendent the
authority to approve, but not deny, open enroll ment
applications tinely filed, provides that the anpbunt paid for
open enrol Il ment students is the state per pupil cost for the
previ ous year, strikes a requirenent that a pupil attend the
open enrol Il nment district, and adds the renoval or surrender of
accreditation and the closing of a nonpublic school as good
cause for making late application for open enroll nent.

The deadline for making application for open enrollnent is
moved from October 30 to February 1. The date by which the
board of the district of residence nust take action on the
application is noved from Novenber 30 to March 1, and the date
by which the receiving district nust take action on the
request is noved from Decenber 31 to April 1.

The board of directors of the district of residence shal
pay to the receiving district the state cost per pupil for the
previ ous school year, rather than the |l ower of the two
districts' cost, plus any noneys received for the pupil as a
result of the non-English speaki ng wei ghting under section
280. 4, subsection 4, for the previous school year multiplied
by the state cost for the previous year. The district of
residence is also required to transnmit to the receiving
district the phase Il noneys allocated to the district of
resi dence for the previous year for the full-time equival ent
attendance of the pupil

The definition of "good cause" for purposes permtting a
parent to submt, and a district to approve, a late
application is expanded to include the renoval of
accreditation by the state board, the surrender of
accreditation, and the permanent closure of a nonpublic
school

A provision requiring a child to attend school in the
district approved under the application process is struck from
t he Code.

BACKGROUND STATEMENT
SUBM TTED BY THE AGENCY

Wth five years of experience inplementing lowa' s open
enrol l ment statute, the departnment is proposing changes
designed to streamine the open enroll nent application and
i mpl enent ati on process. Many of the provisions in this bil
are recommendations froman open enrollnment task force
conpri sed of superintendents, district admnistrators, and
departnment consul tants.

Section 1 noves the application deadline from Cctober 30 to
February 1. lowa currently has the earliest open enroll nent
deadl i ne date of any state. This change woul d cut down on the
| arge nunber of late applications and allow parents to nmake an
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open enrol Il ment decision after the first senester of the
school year.

Section 1 also elimnates the need for parents to give a
reason for open enrolling. Legal precedent indicates that any
timely filed open enroll nent application cannot be deni ed.
Sone boards have inproperly denied applications because they
did not like the reason the parent provided on the
application. |In addition, the accuracy of the reasons is
questi onabl e.

In addition, section 1 pernmits a school board to del egate
to the superintendent the authority to approve tinely filed
applications. Gven the current |egal precedent, tinely filed
applications cannot be denied. As such, districts can
stream i ne the applications process by delegating this
function to the superintendent.

Section 2 states that the anpbunt to be paid for open
enrol l ment students will be the state per pupil cost for the
previous year. This would greatly reduce the amount of time
spent by billing agents as they would no | onger have to check
the per pupil cost of every relevant district.

Section 2 al so adds the renoval or surrender of
accreditation or the closing of a nonpublic school as a good
cause reason for allowing a late application. This allowed
exception for late filing is needed given the inability to
predict the |oss of accreditation or the closing of a
nonpubl i ¢ school

Section 3 strikes the requirenment that a pupil attend the
open enrol Il ment district. This section is no |onger
necessary. It was originally intended to stop parents or
guardi ans fromrequesting open enrollnent, sending their child
to a nonpublic school and keeping the open enroll ment option
open. A prohibition on this type of "place saving" is covered
by departnent rule.
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