Senate Study Bill 2026

Conference Committee Text

PAG LIN

NN NNRNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNRRRRRRRRRPRREPREPRPEPRPRREPRPRRRRRRRPRREPRERREPREPRPRRERRRRRREER

1

O©CO~NOUPAWN

1 Section 1. NEWSECTION. 707A.1 DEFIN Tl ONS.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherw se
requires:

1. "Licensed health care professional” neans a physician
and surgeon, podiatrist, osteopath, osteopathic physician and
surgeon, physician assistant, nurse, dentist, or pharmaci st
required to be licensed under chapter 147.

2. "Suicide" neans the act or instance of taking a
person's own life voluntarily and intentionally.

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 707A.2 ASSISTING SU Cl DE

1. A person commits a class "C' felony if the person
intentionally or knowi ngly by force or duress causes, aids or
abets, assists, solicits, or incites another person to commt
or to attenpt to commit suicide.

2. A person comits a class "D' felony if the person, with
t he purpose of assisting another person to comit or to
attenpt to conmit suicide, intentionally or know ngly does
either of the follow ng:

a. Provides or assists in providing the physical nmeans by
whi ch anot her person conmits or attenpts to conmmit suicide.

b. Participates in a physical act by which anot her person
comrits or attenpts to commt suicide.

Sec. 3. NEWSECTION. 707A.3 ACTS OR OM SSI ONS NOr
CONSI DERED ASSI STI NG SUI Cl DE

1. Alicensed health care professional who admnisters,
prescribes, or dispenses nedications or procedures to relieve
anot her person's pain or disconfort, even if the nmedication or
procedure may hasten or increase the risk of death, does not
viol ate section 707A. 2 unl ess the nedications or procedures
are intentionally or know ngly adm ni stered, prescribed, or
di spensed with the primary intention of causing death.

2. Alicensed health care professional who w thholds or
withdraws a |ife-sustaining procedure in conpliance with
chapter 144A or 144B does not viol ate section 707A. 2.

Sec. 4. NEWSECTION. 707A. 4 CAUSES OF ACTI ON

1. A cause of action for injunctive relief may be
mai nt ai ned agai nst a person who is reasonably believed to be
about to violate or who is attenpting to violate section
707A.2 and a cause of action for wongful death may be
mai ntai ned foll owing the death of a person resulting fromthe
viol ation of section 707A.2 by a person who is any of the
fol | owi ng:

a. The spouse, parent, child, or sibling of the person who
woul d conmit suicide or committed suicide.

b. A person entitled to inherit fromthe person who woul d
commit suicide or conmitted suicide.

c. A public official with appropriate jurisdiction to
prosecute or enforce the laws of this state.

2. Conpensatory and exenpl ary damages nmay be awarded under
this section whether or not the plaintiff consents to or has
prior know edge of the violation or attenpt.

3. Reasonable attorney's fees shall be awarded to a
plaintiff who prevails in a civil action brought under this
secti on.

EXPLANATI ON
This bill establishes a penalty of a class "C' felony for



WWWWWWWWWWWwWWwWWwWWWWWWWNNNNNNNNNNNNDNDN

intentionally or knowingly by force or duress causing, aiding
or abetting, assisting, soliciting, or inciting another person
to commt or to attenpt suicide. The bill also establishes a
penalty of a class "D' felony for assisting another person to
comrmit or to attenpt suicide by providing the other person
wi th the physical means by which the other person commts or
attenpts to commit suicide or by participating in a physica
act by which the other person conmits or attenpts to commt
sui ci de.

The bill specifies that prescribing or dispensing
medi cations or procedures to relieve pain or disconfort, even
if the nedications or procedures may hasten or increase the
risk of death, does not constitute assisting suicide, unless
the medi cations or procedures are intentionally or know ngly
adm ni stered, prescribed or dispensed with the primary
intention of causing death. The bill also provides that if a
licensed health care professional wthholds or withdraws |ife-
sust ai ni ng procedures in conpliance with the |ife-sustaining
procedures Act or with durable power of attorney for health
care provisions, it does not constitute assisting a suicide

The bill also establishes that a cause of action for
injunctive relief my be maintai ned agai nst a person who is
reasonably believed to be about to violate or who is
attenpting to violate the provisions of the bill and provides
for the maintaining of a cause of action for wongful death
followi ng the death of a person resulting froma violation of
the bill. A cause of action may be nmaintained by a spouse
parent, child or sibling of the person who would commit or
committed suicide; by a person entitled to inherit fromthe
person who woul d conmit or who conmitted suicide; or by a
public official with jurisdiction to prosecute or enforce
state law. The bill provides paynment of conpensatory and
exenpl ary damages and for awardi ng of reasonable attorney's
fees to the prevailing party in a civil suit.
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