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1 Section 1. NEWSECTION 258B.1 STATEW DE ENVI RONMVENTAL
EDUCATI ON STRATEGY.

1. It isinthe interest of the citizens of lowa that a
conpr ehensi ve environnental education initiative be undertaken
that will result in environmentally literate and responsible
citizens who will effectively and constructively sol ve
exi sting environmental problens, prevent new environnental
probl ens, and mmintain a sustainable environnent for future
lowans. A healthy econony is intimately linked to a healthy
environnent. The appropriate audi ences for environnental
education include both formal and nonformal audiences,
busi ness, |abor, governments, nonprofit entities, and
citizens.

2. The goal of this initiative is to assure that |owans
are environnmentally literate. An environmentally literate
citizen is committed to lifelong | earning and understands the
fol | owi ng:

a. Basic principles of ecol ogy, sociology, and economics.

b. The interconnection of all parts of the environnent.

c. The environnental and social costs and benefits of
consumner deci si ons.

d. Sources of energy, the inmproving of energy efficiency,
and the rel ati onshi ps between energy use and life styles.

e. The inplications of econonic and popul ati on trends.

f. The inpacts of personal life styles and persona
choi ces.

g. The inportance of acting in a sustainable and
constructive manner to protect the quality and diversity of
the natural world.

3. An office of environnmental education, an interagency
envi ronnental education conmrittee, a state plan, a curricul um
framewor k, teacher environnmental prograns, preschool to adult
envi ronnent al education prograns, environnental education
assi stance progranms, and a grants program shall be established
to achieve the goal of acconplishing this initiative. For
purposes of this chapter, "nonfornmal education" neans
educati on which takes place outside of the formal, educationa
cl assroom setti ng.

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 258B.2 OFFICE OF ENVI RONMENTAL
EDUCATI ON.

1. An office of environmental education is established and
adm nistratively attached to the |Iowa departnent of education.
The full-tinme supervisor of the office shall be an experienced
environnental educator. The office shall be staffed by
appropriately trai ned personnel

2. The office of environnental education shall do all of
the foll ow ng:

a. Develop and publish a plan for environnental education
with assistance fromthe interagency environnental education
conmi ttee.

b. Assess the status of environnental literacy of the
state's students, teachers, and citizens every four years.

c. Reviewthe state's plan for environnmental education
every four years with the assistance of the interagency
envi ronnental education commttee, revise the plan as needed,
and transmit the plan to the governor and the genera
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d. Administer the environnental education grants program

e. Pronote and aid in the establishnment and eval uation of
school environnmental education progranms for preschool through
grade twel ve.

f. Prompte and aid in the devel opnent of preservice and
i nservi ce environnmental education prograns for educators
t hrough cooperation with groups including, but not limted to,
the lowa conservation education council and lowa's coll eges
and universities.

g. Cooperate with federal and state agencies and the
private sector in devel oping, pronoting, and eval uating
envi ronnent al education prograns.

h. Function as an environnmental education clearinghouse by
doing all of the follow ng:

(1) Review ng and recomendi ng environnmental education
mat eri al s.

(2) Cooperating with state agencies and organi zations in
the devel opnent and distribution of an environnental education
newsl etter.

(3) Establishing an electronic capacity to dissem nate
data bases of environnental education information and to
network with intrastate, interstate, and federal prograns.

i. Pronote the devel opment of cooperative environnmenta
education initiatives with the private sector.

j. Facilitate and encourage fornmal and nonfornal
envi ronnent al education prograns; facilitate, encourage, and
support multi-school districts' cooperative efforts to assess
the need for, devel op, and eval uate environnmental education
curricula, pronote state government and private sector policy
that is consistent with the environnmental education plan
established in this legislation, and assist in the
coordi nation of formal and nonfornmal environmental education
with the kindergarten through grade twel ve and postsecondary
envi ronnent al education prograns.

k. Initiate research on environmental education as called
for in the environmental education plan by issuing contracts
to organi zations, colleges, universities, and other research-
based institutions.

| . Coordinate environmental education conferences to
assi st in the dissem nation, devel opnent, and achi evenent of
the state's environnmental education plan.

Sec. 3. NEWSECTION. 258B.3 | NTERAGENCY ENVI RONMENTAL
EDUCATI ON COWM TTEE.

1. An interagency environnental education conmmittee is
established. The comittee shall be conmposed of individuals
with know edge in environmental education and the nmenbers
shal | be enpl oyees appoi nted by each agency head. These
agenci es may include, but are not necessarily limted to, the
departnments of agriculture and | and stewardship, cultura
affairs, education, econonic devel opnent, human servi ces,
natural resources, public health, and transportation, the
state board of regents, and the attorney general's office.
The chair shall be elected by the nenbers.

2. Menbers of the conmittee shall serve as environnental
education coordinators for their respective agencies. They
shal | direct an assessnment of their own agency's target
audi ences and devel op appropriate prograns to educate these
audi ences regardi ng environnental issues. The conmittee shal
establ i sh subcommi ttees as needed and assist with the
devel opnent and i npl enentati on of the state's environmental
education pl an.

3. The committee shall devel op and mai ntain a menorandum
of understanding to specify nmethods by which the agencies can
share their resources to benefit environmental education in
the state.

4. The conmittee shall pronote networking, coordination,
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and cooperation anong state agencies, pronote the efficient
distribution of information, and facilitate the planning and
devel opnent of educational prograns and materials. The
departnent of education is responsible for convening and
facilitating the functions of the comittee.

5. Menbers of the conmttee are not eligible to receive
any separate conpensation and are not eligible for
rei mbursenment of expenses fromthe comittee.

Sec. 4. NEWSECTION. 258B.4 GRANTS PROGRAM

The of fice of environnental education shall administer a
grant programthat shall award grants annually to
organi zati ons, agencies, institutions, and individuals for the
devel opnent, dissem nation, and eval uation of environmental
education progranms. The office of environmental education
shal | develop a grant evaluation plan. Proposals addressing
needs and priorities identified by the office of environnental
education or included in the state plan for environnental
education shall receive priority. The office of environnental
education shall adopt rules establishing specific criteria and
guidelines for the grants program An annual appropriation
shall be provided to fund the grants program

Sec. 5. NEWSECTION. 258B.5 ASSI STANCE FOR ENVI RONVENTAL
EDUCATI ON.

1. The goal of providing financial assistance for
envi ronnent al education shall be to provide a m ni mum of one
envi ronnental education staff person for every three to four
thousand pupils in grades kindergarten through grade twelve in
a county.

2. Financial assistance shall be provided to county
conservation boards to support the hiring of professiona
envi ronnental educators to assist schools and nonforma
education sectors in planning and | eadi ng environnent al
education prograns. The financial assistance shall be used to
provi de staff and equi prrent for these prograns and shall not
be used for the construction or mai ntenance of parks,
buil di ngs, or other physical facilities. The financia
assi stance shall not replace existing county noneys budget ed
for environnental education. Financial assistance shall be
provi ded as foll ows:

a. Ten thousand one hundred dollars shall be allocated to
each county, regardl ess of population. One mllion one
hundred t housand dollars shall be divided anong eligible
counties on a popul ati on-based fornula detailed in paragraphs
"b" through "d".

b. A county shall be declared eligible if the county
submits certification that the county will do both of the
fol | owi ng:

(1) Provide county funding or support equivalent to one
cent per thousand dollars of the assessed val ue of taxable
property in the county or thirty-five thousand doll ars,
whi chever is less, according to a fornmula outlined in
paragraph "c", for environmental education.

(2) Explain how the financial assistance will be spent for
envi ronnent al educati on.

c. In order to neet county funding or support
requi renents, county conservation boards nay include the
dol I 'ar equi valent of the follow ng county support:

(1) Salaries and benefits for all full-tinme and part-tine
naturalists, environmental education coordinators,
envi ronnental program speci alists, and other positions whose
responsibilities lie solely within the county conservation
board's environmental education program

(2) For staff positions involving sonme responsibilities
outside the environnental education program such as a ranger,
a percentage of the salary and benefits equal to that portion
of time devoted specifically to the environnental education
program
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(3) Operation and nai ntenance, but not purchase, of a
county vehicle designated to be used specifically by the
envi ronnent al educati on program staff.

(4) Funds budgeted specifically for the environnental
education program including, but not Iimted to: program
supplies, office supplies, tel ephone and conmuni cati ons,
uni fornms, newsletters and other public relations tools,
publicity, library and resource materials, printing or
purchase of environnmental and conservation education resource
materials, travel, and professional devel opnent workshops and
conf erences.

The costs of construction or maintenance of parks,
buil di ngs or any physical facilities shall specifically not be
used to neet the county funding or support requirenents.

d. Counties declared eligible shall receive financia
assi stance under this section according to the follow ng
formula: official population figure of the county according
to the nost recent federal decennial census tines forty cents.

e. In order to fulfill the county funding or support
requi renents of this section, county conservation boards may
contract with private nature centers, canps, or other private
or public entities to provide these environnental education
services. The boards shall submit an annual report to the
of fice of environmental education denonstrating and certifying
the proper use of these funds.

f. The focus of this financial assistance shall be, but is
not linmted to: helping teachers, group |eaders, and ot her
envi ronnental educators to plan, devel op, and i npl enent
envi ronnent al education prograns, including |eading outdoor
envi ronnent al education classes for all ages and for both
formal and nonfornmal educational groups; providing program
resources such as environnmental education activity gui des and
curricula, learning kits, audiovisual materials, literature
and equi pnent; and interpreting lowa's natural and cultura
resources and how to use them wi sely.

Sec. 6. NEWSECTION. 258B.6 RESIDENTI AL ENVI RONMENTAL
EDUCATI ON PROGRANS.

1. Avresidential environnental education programis
created to recognize the critical role that both direct
experience with the outdoors and a several -day residentia
experi ence away from hone and the formal school environment
play in the formation of an environnentally literate
citizenry.

2. Phase | of the program shall provide suppl enmental
funding of thirty-five dollars per pupil to school districts
that choose to provide for the attendance of the pupils in one
grade level at a certified residential environnental education
center. To receive this funding, school districts nust
provi de proof of attendance by their pupils at such a center
and participation by pupils in a certified programfor a
m ni mum of three consecutive days for each pupil. Loca
school districts shall choose the grade | evel and the tinme of
year they feel is nost devel opnentally appropriate for this
residential experience.

3. Phase Il of the programshall consist of all of the
fol | owi ng:

a. Devel opnent of certification criteria for facilities,
staff, and prograns.

b. Census of existing facilities, staff, and prograns
relative to the certification criteria

c. Assessnent of the needs of these facilities.

4. The program shall be admi nistered by the office of
envi ronnent al educati on.

EXPLANATI ON
This bill establishes an environnental education strategy
for the state of lowa. The bill also establishes a state

office of environnental education for all of lowa's citizens
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frompreschoolers to adults. The office is admnistratively
attached to the departnment of education to establish and
coordinate a plan for the state. The office is to serve as a
cl eari nghouse, a database headquarters, and to coordinate with
federal and state agencies and the private sector in
devel opi ng and i mpl emrenti ng environnental education
strategies. A grants programis al so established to be
adm ni stered by the office of environnental education.

An interagency environmental education comrittee is
established to coordinate efforts anbng state agencies to
pronote and assist in providing environmental education
programs in the state

A funding programis established for county conservation
boards, including a formula to determne eligibility of each
county board.

The bill also provides for reinbursenments to a schoo

district of $35 per public school pupil who spends three
consecutive days at a certified residential environnental
education center.
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