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1 Section 1. NEWSECTION. 104C.1 SHORT TITLE

This chapter may be cited as the "lowa Plunmber and HVAC
Prof essional Certification Act”

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 104C. 2 DEFIN TIONS

For the purpose of this chapter, unless the context
ot herw se requires:

1. "Departnent"” means the |lowa departnent of public
heal t h.

2. "Exam ni ng board" means the state plunbing and HVAC
exam ni ng board as established in section 104C. 17.

3. "HVAC' neans heating, ventilation, and air
condi tioni ng.

4. "HVAC professional's apprentice"” nmeans an individual
other than a journeyman or nmaster HVAC professional, who, as a
princi pal occupation, is engaged in working as an enpl oyee of
a HVAC contractor under the inmedi ate and personal supervision
of either a master HVAC professional or a journeyman HVAC
professional and is |learning and assisting in the design,
installation, and repair of HVAC systens.

5. "Journeyman HVAC professional " neans an i ndividual
other than a master HVAC professional, who, as a principa
occupation, is engaged as an enpl oyee of, or otherw se working
under the direction of, a master HVAC professional in the
design, installation, and repair of HVAC systens.

6. "Journeyman plunber” neans an individual, other than a
mast er pl umber, who, as a principal occupation, is engaged as
an enpl oyee of, or otherw se working under the direction of, a
mast er plunber in the design, installation, and repair of
pl unbi ng.

7. "Master HVAC professional" nmeans an individual skilled
in the planning, superintending, and the design, installation,
and repair of HVAC systens, lawfully qualified to conduct the
busi ness of an HVAC professional, and know edgeabl e about the
| aws and rul es governing such busi ness.

8. "Master plunber” neans an individual skilled in the
pl anni ng, superintending, and the design, installation, and
repair of plunbing, lawfully qualified to conduct the business
of plunbing, and know edgeabl e about the laws and rul es
governi ng such busi ness.

9. "Plunber's apprentice" neans an individual, other than
a journeyman or master plunber, who, as a principa
occupation, is engaged in working as an enpl oyee of a pl unbing
contractor under the i medi ate and personal supervision of
either a master plunber or a journeyman plunber, and who is
| earning and assisting in the design, installation, and repair
of pl unbi ng.

10. "Political subdivision" nmeans a city or county, or any
conbi nation of cities or counties.
11. "Uniform nechani cal code" neans the code of rules

governing the design, installation, and repair of HVAC systens
as promul gated by the international association of plunbing
and nmechani cal officials.

12.  "Uniform plunbing code" neans the code of rules
governing the design, installation, and repair of plunbing
systens as promnul gated by the international association of
pl unbi ng and nechani cal officials.
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Sec. 3. NEWSECTION. 104C 3 CERTIFI CATI ON REQUI RED.

1. Except as provided in section 104C 4, a person shal
not engage in the business of installing or repairing plunbing
or HVAC systens, including all fuel oil, natural gas, propane,
or other conponent |ines associated with any conponent of a
pl umbi ng or HVAC system unless at all tines a certified
mast er plunber or certified master HVAC professional, as
applicable, is enmployed by the person and is responsible for
such design, installation, and repair work of the person. An
i ndi vi dual who perforns such work as a sole proprietor nust be
a certified master plunber or a certified master HVAC
prof essional, as applicable.

2. Apublic utility, as defined in section 476.1, which
engages in the business of selling, servicing, or installing
pl unbi ng, heating, or cooling systens shall establish a
separate affiliate business entity for the purpose of engagi ng
i n such busi ness.

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 104C. 4 EXEMPTI ONS FROM
CERTI FI CATI ON REQUI REMENT.

The certification requirenment of section 104C. 3 does not
apply to any of the follow ng:

1. An owner-occupant of an existing single dwelling house,
with the assistance of any nenber of the owner-occupant's
fam |y and househol d, who personally performs any work
governed by the uniform nechanical code or uniform plunbing
code in the house and who does all of the follow ng:

a. Obtain any necessary permt for the work.

b. Performall work so that the work fully conplies with
the provisions of the uniform mechanical code or the uniform
pl unbi ng code, as appropriate.

c. Have the conpleted project inspected by a certified
i nspector of the appropriate political subdivision.

2. Persons who are licensed nobile hone dealers or are
enpl oyees of licensed nobile home dealers with respect to the
design or installation of plunbing or H/AC services related to
the installation of a nobile home.

Sec. 5. NEWSECTION. 104C.5 QUALIFI CATI ONS

An applicant for a plunmbing, HVAC, or conbi ned
certification is not ineligible because of age, citizenship,
sex, race, religion, marital status, or national origin,
al though the application formmay require citizenship
informati on. The exam ning board may consider the applicant's
crimnal record if the applicant has been convicted of any
felony which relates directly to the practice of the
profession for which the applicant requests to be certified.
Character references may be required as part of the
certification process, but shall not be obtained froma
certified plunber or HVAC prof essi onal

Sec. 6. NEWSECTION. 104C. 6 FORM OF CERTI FI CATI ON &endash;
DI SPLAY.

1. Acertificate granted under this chapter shall be in
the formof a certificate under the seal of the departnent,
signed by the director of public health, and shall be issued
in the name of the exam ning board. The nunber of the book
and page containing the entry of the certification in the
of fice of the departnent shall be noted on the face of the
certification. Additionally, the departnent shall issue to
each person certified under this chapter an identification
card which includes a photograph of the certificate hol der,
designates the certificates held by the person, and sets forth
the expiration dates of such certificates.

2. A person certified under this chapter as a plunbing or
HVAC prof essi onal shall keep the certificate publicly
di spl ayed at the person's principal place of business. An
identification card issued pursuant to this section nust be in
the possession of the individual at all tines that the
i ndividual is performng work pursuant to the certificate.
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Sec. 7. NEWSECTION. 104C. 7 RECORD OF CERTI FI CATES.

The nane, |ocation, nunber of years of practice of the
person to whomthe certificate has been issued, the nunber of
the certificate, and the date of registration of the
certificate shall be recorded and kept in the office of the
departnment to be known as the plunmbing and HVAC registry,
whi ch shall be open to public inspection.

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 104C. 8 CHANGE OF RESI DENCE

A person certified to practice as a plunbing or HVAC
prof essi onal under this chapter who changes the person's
resi dence or place of business shall notify the departnment and
local certification jurisdiction of the change.

Sec. 9. NEWSECTION. 104C. 9 TYPES OF CERTI FI CATES
| SSUED.

1. PLUMBI NG CERTI FI CATES. The follow ng pl unbing
certificates may be issued by the departnent:

a. Plunber's apprentice. |In order to be certified by the
departnment as a plunber's apprentice, a person shall do all of
the foll ow ng:

(1) File an application formand pay an application fee as
establ i shed by the exani ning board, which application nust
establish that the person neets the mninumrequirenents
adopt ed by the exam ni ng board.

(2) Certify that the person shall work directly under the
supervision of a certified journeyman plunber or master
pl unber.

(3) Be enrolled in a plunber's apprentice programwhich is
registered with the United States departnment of |abor, bureau
of apprenticeship training

b. Journeyman plunber. |In order to be certified by the
departnment as a journeyman plunber, a person shall do all of
the foll ow ng:

(1) File an application and pay application fees as
establ i shed by the examni ning board, which application nust
establish that the person neets the mni num educational and
experience requirenents adopted by the exam ni ng board.

(2) Pass the state journeynman plunber certification
exam nat i on.

(3) Provide the examining board with evidence of having
compl eted at |east four years of practical plunbing
experience. After January 1, 1999, all four years of
practical plunbing experience shall be required to have been
practical plunbing experience gained as a result of being a
certified plunber's apprentice.

c. Master plunmber. 1In order to be certified by the
departnment as a master plunber, a person shall do all of the
fol | owi ng:

(1) File an application and pay an application fee as
establ i shed by the examni ning board, which application nust
establish that the person neets the m ninum educational and
experience requirenents adopted by the exam ni ng board.

(2) Pass the state master plunber certification
exani nati on.

(3) Have previously been a certified journeyman plunber or
must provide evidence to the exam ning board that the person
satisfies all requirenents required to be certified as a
journeyman pl unber.

(4) Provide the person's state registration nunber for
contracting.

2.  HVAC PROFESSI ONAL CERTI FI CATES. The fol Il owi ng HVAC
professional certificates may be issued by the departnent:

a. HVAC professional's apprentice. In order to be
certified by the departnent as an HVAC professional's
apprentice, a person shall do all of the follow ng

(1) File an application formand pay an application fee as
establ i shed by the examni ning board, which application nust
establish that the person neets the mnimumrequirenents
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adopt ed by the exam ning board.

(2) Certify that the person shall work directly under the
supervi sion of a certified journeyman HVAC professional or
mast er HVAC pr of essi onal

(3) Be enrolled in an HVAC professional's apprentice
program which is registered with the United States departnent
of |abor bureau of apprenticeship training.

b. Journeyman HVAC professional. 1In order to be certified
by the departnent as a journeyman HVAC prof essional, a person
shall do all of the follow ng

(1) File an application and pay application fees as
establ i shed by the exam ning board, which application nust
establish that the person neets the mni num educational and
experi ence requirenents adopted by the exam ni ng board.

(2) Pass the state journeynman HVAC prof essi ona
certification exam nation

(3) Provide the examining board with evidence of having
compl eted at |east four years of practical HVAC experience.
After January 1, 1999, all four years of practical HVAC
experience shall be required to have been practical HVAC
experience gained as a result of being a certified HVAC
prof essi onal ' s apprenti ce.

c. Master HVAC professional. |In order to be certified by
the departnment as a naster HVAC professional, a person shal
do all of the follow ng:

(1) File an application and pay an application fee as
establ i shed by the exani ning board, which application nust
establish that the person neets the m ni num educational and
experience requirenents adopted by the exam ning board.

(2) Pass the state master HVAC professional certification
exam nati on.

(3) Have previously been a certified journeynan HVAC
prof essional or nust provide evidence to the exam ning board
that the person satisfies all requirenents required to be
certified as a journeyman HVAC prof essi onal

3. COMVBI NED PLUMBI NG AND HVAC PROFESSI ONAL CERTI FI CATI ONS
The department may issue a conbined certificate to persons who
qualify for both a master plunber and master HVAC prof essi ona
certificate, both a journeyman plunber and journeyman HVAC
prof essional certificate, or both a plunber's apprentice and
HVAC professional's apprentice certificate. Alternatively, a
person may be certified by the departnent at one plunber |evel
and at a different HVAC professional |evel contenporaneously.

4. WAl VER OF TESTI NG REQUI REMENTS. The exam ning board
may wai ve the witten exam nation requirenents set forth in
this section for journeyman and nmaster certificates if either
paragraph "a" or "b" applies.

a. The applicant neets both of the follow ng:

(1) Has previously passed a witten exam nati on which the
exam ni ng board deens to be substantially simlar to the
certification exam nation otherw se required by the exani ning
board to obtain the subject certificate.

(2) Has conpleted sixteen or nore classroom hours of
continui ng education instruction in courses or sem nars which
have received the approval of the exam ning board within the
two-year period imrediately preceding the date of the
submttal of the applicant's certification application

b. The applicant neets both of the follow ng:

(1) Can denmpnstrate to the satisfaction of the exam ning
board that the applicant has five or nore years of experience
prior to the effective date of this chapter, in the plunbing
or HVAC busi ness, or both conbi ned, which experience nmust be
of a nature which the examnm ning board deens to be sufficient
to denonstrate continuous professional conpetency consistent
with that expected of an individual who passes the applicable
certification exam nation which the applicant would otherw se
be required to pass.
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(2) Has conpl eted sixteen or nore classroom hours of
continui ng education instruction in courses or seninars which
have received the approval of the exam ning board within the
two-year period i mediately preceding the date of the
subnmittal of the applicant's certification application

Sec. 10. NEWSECTION. 104C. 10 | NSURANCE REQUI REMENTS.

1. A contractor with a master plunber certificate or
mast er HVAC professional certificate, or a renewal of such
certificate, shall furnish proof of financial responsibility
by showi ng the existence of a liability insurance policy,

i ncluding products liability, providing coverage in an anpunt
of not less than five hundred thousand doll ars.

2. If the applicant is engaged in plunbing or HVAC
prof essional work individually through a sole proprietorship,
the applicant shall personally obtain the insurance required
by this section. |If the applicant is otherw se engaged in the
pl umbi ng or HVAC busi ness, the applicant shall provide proof
of insurance coverage by the business.

3. The insurance shall be witten by an insurer authorized
to engage in the business of insurance in this state and each
certified master plunber and certified master HVAC
professional shall maintain on file with the departnent a
certificate evidencing the insurance providing that the
i nsurance shall not be cancel ed without the insurer first
giving fifteen days witten notice to the departnent.

4. The requirenents of this section do not apply to either
of the follow ng

a. An individual or a contractor with a master plunber
certificate provided that the individual or contractor does
not engage in or contract for any plunmbing work, except work
performed as a certified inspector for a politica
subdi vi si on.

b. An individual or a contractor with a master HVAC
prof essional certificate provided that the individual or
contractor does not engage in or contract for any nechanica
or HVAC work, except work perforned as a certified inspector
for a political subdivision.

Sec. 11. NEWSECTION. 104C. 11 RENEWAL OF CERTI FI CATES.

1. Acertificate issued under this chapter expires two
years fromthe date issued

2. Acertificate issued under this chapter may be renewed
as determ ned by the exan ning board upon application by the
certificate holder, wi thout examnation. Application for
renewal shall be made in witing to the departnent acconpani ed
by the required renewal certification fee at least thirty days
prior to the expiration date of the certificate.

3. The latest renewal certificate shall be displayed in
connection with the original certificate.

4. The departnment shall notify each certificate hol der by
mai |l prior to the expiration of a certificate.

5. A plunbing or HVAC i nspector currently enployed by a
political subdivision shall receive a certificate, and any
renewal certificates, at no charge during the tinme of the
i nspector's enployment with the political subdivision.

6. A certificate holder who allows a certificate to | apse
for a period of one nonth or less, may reinstate and renew t he
certificate without exam nation in accordance wth
requi renents adopted by the exam ning board and upon paynent
of the renewal and reinstatenent fees due.

7. Acertificate holder who allows a certificate to | apse
by a period of tinme greater than one nonth is required to
retake and pass the applicable certification exam nation in
order to obtain reinstatenent and renewal of the person's
certificate.

Sec. 12. NEWSECTION. 104C 12 RECI PROCAL CERTI FI CATI ON

The departnment may certify w thout exam nation nonresident
applicants who are certified under a plunbing or HVAC



professional certification statute of another state having
simlar certification requirenents as those set forth in this
chapter and the rules adopted pursuant to this chapter if the
other state grants the sane reciprocal certification
privileges to residents of |lowa who have obtained a
certificate under this chapter.

Sec. 13. NEWSECTION. 104C 13 GCROUNDS FOR CERTI FI CATE
REVOCATI ON, SUSPENSI ON, OR DENI AL.

A certificate to practice as a plunber or HVAC prof essi onal
may be revoked, suspended, or denied by the exam ning board,
or a certificate holder nmay be otherw se disciplined in
accordance with this chapter, if the certificate holder is
guilty of any of the follow ng

1. Fraud in procuring a certificate.

2. Professional inconpetency.

3.  Knowi ngly maki ng m sl eadi ng, deceptive, untrue, or
fraudul ent msrepresentations in the practice of the
prof essi on or engagi ng in unethical conduct or practice
harnful or detrinental to the public, whether or not any
injury results

4. Conviction of a felony related to the profession of the
certificate holder or the conviction of any felony that woul d
affect the certificate holder's ability to practice within the
profession. A copy of the record of conviction or plea of
guilty is conclusive evidence of such conviction.

5. Fraud in representations as to skill and ability.

6. Use of untruthful or inprobable statenents in
adverti senents.

7. WIIlful or repeated violations of this chapter.

8. Aiding and abetting a person who is not certified
pursuant to this chapter in that person's pursuit of an
unaut hori zed or uncertified plunbing or HVAC professiona
practi ce.

9. Any other such grounds or reasons as established by
rul e adopted by the exam ni ng board.

Sec. 14. NEWSECTION. 104C. 14 JURI SDI CTI ON OF REVOCATI ON
AND SUSPENSI ON PROCEEDI NGS

The exam ni ng board shall have excl usive jurisdiction of
all proceedings to revoke or suspend a certificate issued
pursuant to this chapter. The examining board may initiate
proceedi ngs under this chapter either on its own notion or on
the conplaint of any person. Before scheduling a hearing, the
exam ni ng board may request the departnment to conduct an
investigation into the charges to be addressed at the
exam ni ng board hearing. The departnent shall report its
findings to the exam ning board.

Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 104C. 15 NOTICE &endash; DEFAULT &endash;
HEARI NG

1. The exami ning board shall provide for notice and
heari ng pursuant to chapter 17A

2. If, after having been served with the notice of
hearing, the certificate holder fails to appear at the hearing
and defend, the exam ning board nay proceed to hear evidence
agai nst the certificate holder and may enter such order as is
justified by the evidence.

3. A decision of the exam ning board shall be by a
majority vote of its nenbers. The decision of the exam ning
board shall be entered of record and, if the decision involves
the revocation or suspension of a certificate, the certificate
hol der shall not engage in the practice of the certificate
hol der's profession after the certificate is revoked or during
the tine for which it is suspended

4. Judicial review of the board' s action may be sought in
accordance with chapter 17A

Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. 104C. 16 ADVERTI SI NG

1. A person shall not advertise or hold oneself out to the
public as a certified plunber or certified HVAC prof essiona



unl ess such person is certified pursuant to this chapter.

2. Al advertisements distributed within this state by a
person who is engaged in the business of designing,
installing, or repairing plunbing or H/AC systens nust include
the listing of at | east one nmaster plunber or master HVAC
prof essional certificate nunber, as applicable. A naster
pl unber or a naster HVAC professional shall not allow the use
of such certificate nunber in connection with the advertising
of nore than one person engaged in the business of designing,
installing, or repairing plunbing or H/AC systens.

3. A person who engages in the business of designing,
installing, or repairing plunbing or HVAC systens mnust display
at | east one master plunber certificate or naster HVAC
professional certificate nunber, as applicable, on all of the
person's notor vehicl es.

4. A person who falsely clains to be a certified plunber
or certified HVAC professional pursuant to this chapter,
either in witing or in other conmunications, is guilty of a
si mpl e nmi sdeneanor.

5. A person who falsely lists a naster plunber or naster
HVAC prof essional certificate nunber in connection with that
person's advertising, or falsely displays a master plunber or
mast er HVAC professional certificate nunber on that person's
service vehicles is guilty of a sinple msdemeanor. |n order
to be entitled to use a certificate nunber of a naster plunber
or master HVAC professional, the master plunber or master HVAC
prof essi onal nust be enpl oyed by the person in whose nane the
busi ness of designing, installing, or repairing plunbing or
HVAC systems i s bei ng conduct ed.

Sec. 17. NEWSECTION. 104C 17 STATE PLUMBI NG AND HVAC
EXAM NI NG BQARD.

1. A state plunbing and HVAC prof essi onal exam ni ng board
is created for the purpose of giving exam nations to
applicants for plunbing and HVAC professional certification
and for the other purposes set forth in this chapter. Menbers
of the exami ning board shall be appointed by the governor,
subject to confirmation by the senate, and shall be
representative of all areas of the state.

2. The exam ning board shall consist of ten voting nenbers
as foll ows:

a. The director of public health or the director's
desi gnee.

b. Two public menbers who do not possess certificates
i ssued under this chapter and who represent the genera
public.

c. An HVAC i nspector enployed by a political subdivision
to perform HVAC i nspections and who is qualified by a
certification body recogni zed by the board.

d. A plunbing inspector enployed by a politica
subdi vi sion to perform plunbi ng i nspections and who is
qualified by a certification body recognized by the board.

e. An architect registered pursuant to chapter 544A or a
prof essi onal engi neer registered pursuant to chapter 542B.

f. An individual certified as a journeyman pl unber
pursuant to this chapter.

g. An individual certified as a master plunber pursuant to
this chapter.

h. An individual certified as a journeynman HVAC
prof essi onal pursuant to this chapter.

i. An individual certified as a master HVAC prof essi onal
pursuant to this chapter.

3. The terns of the two nmenbers appoi nted under subsection
2, paragraphs "f" and "g", shall expire on the sane date, and
one of such nenbers shall at all tinmes while serving on the
exam ni ng board be affiliated with a |abor union and one shal
at all tines while serving on the exam ning board not be
affiliated with a labor union. The terns of the two nenbers



appoi nted pursuant to subsection 2, paragraphs "h" and "i",
shall expire on the sanme date, and one of such nenbers shal

at all tines while serving on the exam ning board be
affiliated with a |l abor union and one shall at all tinmes while
serving on the exam ning board not be affiliated with a | abor
uni on.

4. Menbers shall serve three-year staggered terns as
desi gnated by the governor consistent with this section and
appoi ntnents to the board are subject to the requirenents of
sections 69.16, 69.16A, and 69.19. A nenber of the examni ning
board shall serve no nore than three full terms, or nine
years.

5. A quorumshall consist of a majority of the nenbers of
t he exam ni ng board

6. Any vacancy in the menbership of the exam ning board
shall be filled in the sane manner as provided for other
appoi nt nent s.

7. Menbers shall elect a chairperson and vice chairperson
annual |y and other officers as they deternine.

8. Menbers of the exanmining board shall receive a per diem
as specified in section 7E. 6 for each day spent in performance
of duties as menbers and shall be reinbursed for all actua
and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of duties
as nenbers.

9. If a person who has been appointed by the governor to
serve on the exam ning board has ever been disciplined in a
contested case by the exanmining board, all exanining board
compl aints and statenments of charges, settlement agreenents
findings of fact, and orders pertaining to the disciplinary
action shall be nade available to the senate conmittee to
whi ch the appointnment is referred at the committee's request
before confirmation by the senate.

Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. 104C 18 EXAM NATI ON | NFORVATI ON

1. The public nmenbers of the exam ning board shall be
allowed to participate in admnistrative, clerical, and
m ni sterial functions incident to giving exam nations, but
shall not participate in the exam ning board s determ nation
of the contents of the exam nations or the correctness of
answers to the exam nations. A nenber of the exanining board
shall not disclose information relating to any of the

fol | owi ng:
a. Crimnal history or prior msconduct of an applicant.
b. Information relating to the contents of an exam nation.
c. Information relating to an exam nation result other

than final score except for information about the results of
an exam nation which is given to the person who took the
exam nati on.

2. A nenber of the exam ning board who willfully
communi cates, or seeks to comunicate, such information to any
person who willfully requests, obtains, or seeks to obtain
such information, is guilty of a sinple m sdeneanor.

Sec. 19. NEWSECTION. 104C 19 BQARD ATTACHED TO
DEPARTMENT.

The exam ni ng board shall be attached to the departnment for
adm ni strative purposes.

Sec. 20. NEW SECTION. 104C.20 NATI ONAL ORGAN ZATI ON

The exam ni ng board may naintain a nmenbership in any
nati onal organi zation of state exam ning boards for the
prof essi ons of plunmbi ng and HVAC professionals, with all
menbership fees to be paid fromfunds appropriated to the
exam ni ng board

Sec. 21. NEWSECTION 104C 21 CENERAL DUTIES OF
EXAM NI NG BQARD.

1. The exanining board shall adopt rules pursuant to
chapter 17A necessary to carry out the certification and other
provisions of this chapter.

2. As a guideline, the exanining board shall require al
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certificate holders, as appropriate, to follow the uniform
pl umbi ng code adopted by the departnent pursuant to section
135.11.

3. The exanmining board is responsible for establishing the
conti nui ng education requirenments of certificate hol ders and
for monitoring certificate holders' conpliance with the
requi renents. The basic continuing education requirenment for
renewal of a certificate shall be the conpletion, during the
i mredi ately preceding certificate term of the nunber of
cl assroom hours of instruction required by the exam ning board
in courses or seninars which have received the approval of the
exam ni ng board. The exami ning board shall require at a
m ni mum si xt een cl assroom hours of instruction during each
two-year certification term

4. The examining board is responsible for hearing any
appeal s brought pursuant to a decision nmade by a politica
subdi vi si on pl unbi ng or HVAC inspector. All certificate
hol ders shall have an automatic right of appeal to the
exam ning board with respect to any adverse deci sion rendered
against the certified professional by a political subdivision.

Sec. 22. NEWSECTION. 104C. 22 APPLI CATI ONS FOR
EXAM NATI ONS

A person desiring to take an exam nation for a certificate
i ssued pursuant to this chapter shall nake application to the
exam ni ng board at |east fifteen days before the exam nation
on a formprovided by the exam ning board. The application
shal | be acconpani ed by the exami nati on fee and such docunents
and affidavits as are necessary to show the eligibility of the
candidate to take the exanmination. Al applications shall be
in accordance with the rules of the exam ning board and shal
be signed by the applicant.

Sec. 23. NEWSECTION 104C. 23 EXAM NATI ONS

Exani nations for a certificate issued pursuant to this
chapter shall be conducted at | east two times per year at such
times and | ocations as the examning board may fix. An
applicant who fails to pass an exam nation shall be allowed to
retake the exam nation at the next scheduled tinme. An
appl i cant who has failed an examination may request in witing
i nformation fromthe exam ning board concerning the
exam nation grade and subject areas or questions where the
applicant failed to answer correctly, except that if the
exam ni ng board adm nisters a uniform standardized
exam nation, the exam ning board shall only be required to
provi de the exam nati on grade and such other information
concerning the applicant's exam nation results which are
avai l abl e to the exam ni ng board

Sec. 24. NEWSECTION. 104C. 24 EXAM NATI ON RULES.

The exami ni ng board shall adopt rules relating to an
exam nation offered pursuant to section 104C. 23 as fol |l ows:

1. The qualifications of an applicant seeking to take an
exam nation, which qualifications shall include a requirenent
that all applicants who are contractors nmust be required to
show their state contractor registration nunber as a condition
precedent for qualifying to take an exam nati on.

2. The denial of an applicant seeking to take an
exam nat i on.

3. The offering of an exam nation. The exam ning board
shal | provide that a political subdivision, pursuant to the
board's rules, may offer an exam nation for individuals
seeking to be certified under this chapter.

4. The grading of an examination and passi ng upon the
technical qualifications of an applicant, as shown by the

exam nati on.

5. The mnimum score required for passing the standardized
exam nation, which shall in no case be |less than seventy-five
percent.

Sec. 25. NEW SECTION. 104C.25 CERTIFI CATION OF



APPLI CANTS.

Every exam nation shall be passed upon in accordance wth
the established rules of the exam ning board. After each
exam nation, the exam ning board shall certify the names of
the successful applicants to the departnent in the manner
prescribed by the exam ning board. The departnent shall then
i ssue the proper certificate and record the certificate
pursuant to section 104C. 7.

Sec. 26. NEW SECTION. 104C.26 FEES.

1. The exanining board shall set the fees for the
exam nation of all applicants, which fees shall be based upon
the cost of administering the exani nations.

2. The exam ning board shall set the certification fees
and renewal fees for all certificates issued pursuant to this
chapter based upon the costs of sustaining the exam ning board
and the actual costs of certification.

3. Al fees adopted by the exam ning board shall be paid
to the treasurer of state and shall be deposited into a
separate fund within the state treasury under the control of
the exam ning board. Mboneys in the fund are appropriated to
and shall be used by the exam ning board to fund the
activities and operations of the exam ning board.

4. This chapter does not prohibit the state or any of its
political subdivisions fromcharging construction pernit fees
or inspection fees related to work performed by plunbers and
HVAC pr of essi onal s.

Sec. 27. NEWSECTION. 104C 27 | NJUNCTI ON

A person engaging in any business or in the practice of any
profession for which a certificate is required by this chapter
wi t hout such certificate may be restrai ned by pernmanent
i njuncti on.

Sec. 28. NEWSECTION. 104C. 28 PENALTIES.

1. A person violating any provision of this chapter, where
a specific penalty is not otherw se provided, is guilty of a
serious m sdeneanor.

2. A person who files or attenpts to file with the
departnent or exam ning board any false or forged diplom, or
certificate or affidavit of identification or qualification,
is guilty of a fraudul ent practice.

3. A person who presents to the departnment a diplonma or
certificate of which the person is not the rightful owner, for
the purpose of procuring a certificate pursuant to this
chapter, or who falsely inpersonates anyone to whom a
certificate has been issued by the department is guilty of a
serious mn sdeneanor.

Sec. 29. NEWSECTION. 104C 29 ENFORCEMENT.

The departnment shall enforce this chapter and may request
the departnent of inspections and appeals to nake necessary
i nvestigations. Every certificate holder and nenber of the
exam ni ng board shall furnish the departnent or the depart ment
of inspections and appeal s such evidence as the nenber or
certificate holder may possess relative to any all eged
viol ation which is being investigated.

Sec. 30. NEWSECTION. 104C 30 REPORT OF VI OLATORS.

Every certificate holder and every nenber of the exam ning
board shall report to the department the nane of every person
who is practicing as a plunber or HVAC professional w thout a
certificate issued pursuant to this chapter pursuant to the
know edge or reasonabl e belief of the person meking the
report.

Sec. 31. NEWSECTION 104C 31 ENFORCEMENT BY ATTORNEY
GENERAL AND COUNTY ATTORNEY

Upon request of the departnent, the attorney general nmay
institute proper proceedi ngs agai nst any person charged by the
departnment with violating this chapter and the county attorney
of the county in which such action is brought shall, at the
request of the attorney general, appear and prosecute such



action.
EXPLANATI ON
This bill creates a new chapter 104C related to the
certification of plunbers and heat, ventilation, and air

condi tioni ng professionals.

Section 104C. 1 establishes the title of the new chapter as
the "lowa Plumber and HVAC Prof essional Certification Act".

Section 104C. 2 sets forth the definition of key terns used
in the chapter

Section 104C. 3 provides generally that a person shall not
engage in the business of installing or repairing plunmbing or
HVAC systens unl ess the person is certified or enmploys a
person who is certified pursuant to this chapter.

Section 104C. 4 establishes exenptions to the certification
requi renment contained in section 104C. 3.

Section 104C. 5 provides that the exam ning board may
consider an applicant's crimnal records and may require
character references as part of the certification process.

Section 104C. 6 provides that the certificate granted under
the chapter is to be in the formof a certificate under the
seal of the department of public health.

Section 104C. 7 provides that the department is to maintain
a book of certificates issued indicating the name, |ocation,
nunber of years of practice of the person to whomthe
certificate is issued, the nunber of the certificate, and the
date of registration of the certificate.

Section 104C. 8 provides that a person certified under this
chapter is to notify the departnment of a change of residence
or place of business.

Section 104C. 9 establishes the types of certificates to be
i ssued including a plunber's apprentice, journeyman plunber,
mast er pl unber, HVAC professional's apprentice, journeyman
HVAC pr of essi onal , nmaster HVAC professional, and conbi ned
pl umbi ng and HVAC pr of essi onal

Section 104C. 10 provides that a person engaged in plunbing
or HVAC nust nmmintain proof of financial responsibility in an
amount of not |ess than $500, 000.

Section 104C. 11 establishes a procedure for the renewal of
a certificate.

Section 104C. 12 provides that a nonresident applicant may
be certified wi thout exam nation if the person is certified
under a simlar statute in the person's state of residence
and the other state would grant the same privilege to an |Iowa
resi dent.

Section 104C. 13 sets forth the grounds upon which a
certificate may be revoked, suspended, or denied.

Section 104C. 14 provi des that the exam ning board has
exclusive jurisdiction of a proceeding to revoke or suspend a
certificate issued pursuant to this chapter.

Section 104C. 15 establishes the procedure for a hearing
conduct ed by the exam ni ng board.

Section 104C. 16 sets forth requirements for advertisenents
by a person engaged in the business of designing, installing,
or repairing plunbing or H/AC systens.

Section 104C. 17 creates the state plunmbing and HVAC
exam ni ng board

Section 104C. 18 provides that the public nenbers of the
exam ning board are to be allowed to participate in
admi nistrative, clerical, and ninisterial functions incident
to giving the exam nations, but are not to participate in the
devel opnent or scoring of the exam nation

Section 104C. 19 provides that the examning board is to be
attached to the departnent of public health for administrative
pur poses.

Section 104C. 20 provides that the exam ning board may
mai ntain a menbership in a national organization of state
exam ni ng boards.



Section 104C. 21 establishes the general duties of the
exam ni ng board

Section 104C. 22 provides that a person nmust nake
application to the exani ning board at |east 15 days prior to
the date the exam nation is to be given

Section 104C. 23 provides that an exam nation nust be
conducted at | east two tinmes per year.

Section 104C. 24 provides that the examning board is to
adopt rules relating to the offering of the examincluding an
applicant's qualifications, denial of an applicant, the
offering of the exam the grading of the exam and the
requi red mni mum score

Section 104C. 25 provides that the departnent is to issue a
certificate to each successful applicant and record the
i ssuance of the certificate

Section 104C. 26 provides that the examning board is to set
the fee for the exam nation of applicants, and the
certification and renewal fees.

Section 104C. 27 provides that an injunction may be issued
agai nst an uncertificated person engaged in any business for
which a certificate is required

Section 104C. 28 establishes various penalties for a person
violating a provision of the chapter.

Section 104C. 29 provides that the departnment of public
heal th may request the departnment of inspections and appeals
to nmake any necessary investigations.

Section 104C 30 requires a certificate holder or a nenber
of the exam ning board to report an uncertificated person
engaged in any business for which a certificate is required
under this chapter.

Section 104C. 31 provides that the attorney general nay
institute proceedi ngs agai nst a person violating a provision
of this chapter.
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