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1 Section 1. NEWSECTION. 673.1 DEFIN TIONS

1. "daint means a claim counterclaim cross-claim
compl aint, or cause of action recognized by the lowa rul es of
civil procedure and brought in court on account of danmge to
or loss of property or on account of personal injury or death.

2. "Donesticated animal" nmeans an ani mal commonly or
customarily produced in this state for purposes of providing a
product, including food, |eather, fur, feathers, or fiber, or
providing services related to transportation or agricultura
production, which is any of the foll ow ng:

a. A mammal belonging to a species within taxononic
famlies or genera, comonly referred to as bovine, caprine,
equi ne, ovine, or porcine.

b. Poultry belonging to an order which is donesticated,

i ncludi ng ducks, geese, swans, chickens, and turkeys, or an
order which has a ratite sternum including ostriches, rheas,
and enus.

c. A mammal belonging to the taxonomc famly cervidae and
classified as part of the dama species of the dama genus, or
part of the el aphus species of the cervus genus.

d. A mammal classified as a hopping | agomarphis within the
taxonomi c famly | eporidae.

3. "Donesticated animal activity" neans any of the
fol | owi ng:

a. Riding or driving a domesticated ani mal, whether
mount ed or unnount ed.

b. Riding as a passenger on a vehicle powered by a
donesti cated ani nal .

c. Teaching or training a person to ride or drive a
domesticated animal or a vehicle powered by a donesticated
ani mal .

d. Participating in an activity sponsored by a
domesticated animal activity sponsor.

e. Participating or assisting a participant in a
donesti cated ani mal event.

f. Managing or assisting in nmanagi ng a donesticated ani nal
in a donesticated ani nal event.

g. Inspecting or assisting an inspection of a donesticated
ani mal for the purpose of purchase.

h. Providing hoof care including, but not linmted to,
hor seshoei ng.

i. Providing or assisting in providing veterinary care to
a domesticated ani mal .

j. Boarding a donesticated ani nal

k. Loading, hauling, or transporting a domesticated
ani nmal

| . Breeding donesticated ani mals.

m Participating in racing, including horse racing at a
facility licensed for that purpose pursuant to chapter 99D

4. "Donesticated aninmal activity sponsor" neans a person
who owns, organi zes, manages, or provides facilities for a
domesticated animal activity, including, but not limted to,
any of the follow ng:

a. Cubs involved in riding, hunting, conpeting, or
per form ng.

b. A facility involved in horse racing and |icensed
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pursuant to chapter 99D

c. Youth clubs, including 4-H clubs.

d. Educational institutions.

e. Omners, operators, instructors, and pronoters of a
domesti cated animal event or donesticated animal facility,
including, but not limted to, stables, boarding facilities,
cl ubhouses, rides, fairs, and arenas.

f. Breeding farns.

g. Training farns.

5. "Donesticated aninal event" nmeans an event in which a
domesticated animal activity occurs, including, but not
limted to, any of the follow ng

a. Afair.

b. A rodeo.

Cc. An exposition.

d. A show

e. A conpetition

f. A 4-H event.

g. A sporting event.

h. An event involving driving, pulling, or cutting.

Hunt i ng.

. An equi ne event or discipline including, but not
limted to, dressage, a hunter or junper show, pol o,

st eepl echasi ng, English or western performance riding, a
western gane, or trail riding

6. "Donesticated ani mal professional"” nmeans a person who
recei ves conpensation for engaging in a donmesticated ani nmal
activity by doing one of the follow ng:

a. Instructing a participant.

b. Renting the use of a donesticated animal to a
participant for the purposes of riding, driving, or being a
passenger on a donesticated animal or a vehicle powered by a
donesti cated ani nal .

c. Renting equiprment or tack to a participant.

7. "lInherent risks of a donesticated aninmal activity"
nmeans a danger or condition which is an integral part of a
domesticated animal activity, including, but not limted to,
the foll ow ng:

a. The propensity of a donesticated aninal to behave in a
manner that is reasonably foreseeable to result in danmages to
property, or injury or death to a person.

b. Risks generally associated with an activity which may
i nclude injuries caused by bucking, biting, stunbling,
rearing, tranpling, scratching, pecking, falling, or butting.

c. The unpredictable reaction by a donmesticated animal to
unfam liar conditions, including, but not limted to, a sudden
novenent; |oud noise; an unfamliar environnent; or the
i ntroduction of unfamliar persons, aninmals, or objects.

d. A condition or treatnent considered hazardous to the
wel fare of the donesticated ani nal

e. Acollision by the donesticated aninmal with an object
or animal.

f. The failure of a participant to exercise reasonable
care, take adequate precautions, or use adequate control when
engaging in the activity, including failing to nmaintain
reasonabl e control or failing to act in a manner consi stent
with the person's abilities.

8. "Participant" neans a person who engages in a
domesticated animal activity, regardl ess of whether the person
recei ves conpensation. A participant does not include a
person who is a spectator, unless the person is in inmediate
proximty to the activity involving a donesticated ani mal .

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 673.2 LIABILITY.

1. Except as provided in this section, a participant
assunes the inherent risks of engaging in a donesticated
animal activity. A person, including a donmesticated ani mal
prof essional or a donesticated aninmal activity sponsor, is not
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liable for the damages, injury, or death suffered by a
participant resulting fromthe inherent risks of a
domesticated animal activity.

2. Subsection 1 does not apply to the extent a claimis
based on a defendant doing any of the follow ng:

a. Providing a participant with equi prent or tack if the
def endant knew or reasonably shoul d have known that the
equi prent or tack was defective or faulty.

b. Failing to make reasonabl e and prudent efforts to
determ ne the participant's ability to safely nanage a
speci fic horse, based on the participant's representation of
ability.

c. Failing to notify a participant of a known dangerous
| atent condition on real property in which the person holds an
interest. The notice may be made by posting a clearly visible
war ni ng sign on the property.

d. Committing an act or omi ssion that is not consistent
with the standard of care practiced by a person engaged in the
sanme type of donesticated animal activity in the sane
locality, including a donesticated aninal activity sponsor or
a domesticated animal activity professional

e. Committing an act that constitutes a willful or wanton
disregard for the participant's safety.

f. Conmitting an act intentionally to cause damages,
injury, or death.

3. Subsection 1 does not apply to the extent that a claim
is based on a defect in the design, testing, manufacturing,
formul ati on, packagi ng, warning, or |abeling of a product.

Sec. 3. NEWSECTION. 673.3 NOTI CE REQUI RED.

A donmesticated ani mal professional shall post and maintain
a sign on real property in which the professional holds an
interest, if the professional conducts donesticated ani nal
activities on the property. The |ocation of the sign may be
near or on a stable, corral, or arena owned or controlled by
the donesticated ani nal professional. The sign nust be
clearly visible to a participant. This section does not
require a sign to be posted on a donesticated animal or a
vehi cl e powered by a donesticated animal. The notice shal
appear in black letters a m nimum of one inch high and in the
followi ng form

WARNI NG

UNDER | OMA LAW A DOVESTI CATED ANI MAL PROFESSI ONAL | S NOT
LI ABLE FOR DAMAGES SUFFERED BY, AN I NJURY TO OR THE DEATH OF
A PARTI Cl PANT RESULTI NG FROM THE | NHERENT RI SKS OF
DOVESTI CATED ANI MAL ACTI VI TI ES, PURSUANT TO | OM CODE CHAPTER
673. YOU ARE ASSUM NG | NHERENT RI SKS OF PARTI CI PATING IN THI' S
DOVESTI CATED ANI MAL ACTI VI TY.

If a witten contract is executed between a donesti cated
ani mal professional and a participant involving donmesticated
animal activities, the contract shall contain the sane notice
in clearly readable print. 1In addition, the contract shal
i nclude the follow ng disclainer:

A nunber of inherent risks are associated with a
domesticated animal activity. A donesticated ani mal may
behave in a manner that results in damages to property or an
injury or death to a person. Risks associated with the
activity may include injuries caused by bucking, biting,
stunbling, rearing, tranpling, scratching, pecking, falling,
or butting.

The ani mal may act unpredictably to conditions, including,
but not limted to, a sudden nmovenent; |oud noise; an
unfami liar environment; or the introduction of unfanmiliar
persons, aninals, or objects.

The animal nmay al so react in a dangerous manner when a
condition or treatment is considered hazardous to the wel fare
of the donesticated animal; a collision occurs with an object
or animal; or a participant fails to exercise reasonabl e care,
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take adequate precautions, or use adequate control when
engaging in a donesticated animal activity, including failing

to maintain reasonable control of the animal or failing to act
in a nmanner consistent with the person's abilities.
EXPLANATI ON
This bill Iimts the liability of persons involved with

animal s classified as donesticated animals, including
livestock and certain exotic animals. A person who
participates in an activity involving a donesticated animal is
barred frombringing a claimarising frominherent risks
associated with the activity, including the propensity of a
donesti cated animal to behave in a manner that is reasonably
foreseeable to result in injury or death to a person; the
unpredictability of a donesticated aninal's reaction to
unfam liar conditions; a condition or treatnent considered
hazardous to the welfare of the donesticated aninal; a
collision with an object or animal; or the failure of a
participant to exercise reasonable care, take adequate
precautions, or use adequate control when engaging in an
activity involving the donesticated aninal.

The bill does provide that a person may bring a clai mbased
on dammges, injury, or death arising from specia
circunstances, including the receipt of faulty equi pnent or
tack; a person's failure to nake reasonabl e and prudent
efforts to determne the participant's ability to safely
manage a specific animal; the failure of a person to notify a
partici pant of a known dangerous | atent condition on property
owned or controlled by a person; the comm ssion of an act that
constitutes a willful or wanton disregard for the
participant's safety; the conm ssion of an act to
intentionally cause damages, injury, or death; the conmm ssion
of an act or omission that is not consistent with the
standards of care practiced by a person engaged in the sane

type of activity; or a defect in the design, testing,
manuf acturing, formulation, packaging, warning, or |abeling of
a product.
The bill also requires that a donesticated ani nal
prof essi onal nust provide notice that the professional is not

liable for danages, an injury to, or the death of a person
which results fromthe inherent risks of activities associ ated
with the donesticated animal. A donesticated anima
professional is a person involved in instructing a
participant, renting the use of a donesticated aninmal, or
renting the use of equipnent or tack relating to a
domesticated animal activity.
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