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A Bill FOR 

1 An Act relating to authorizing the payment of salaries to senior 

2 judges, providing for a maximum retirement annuity amount paid 

3 to senior judges, and providing effective and applicability 

4 dates. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. 42. 7 H.P. 

1 Section 1. Section 602.9204, subsection 1, Code 1995, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. A senior judge or-8-re~ired-~en±or-i~dge shall no~ be 

4 paid a salary as determined by the general assembly. A senior 

5 judge or retired senior judge shall be paid an annuity under 

6 the judicial retirement system in the manner provided in 

7 section 602.9109, but computed under this section in lieu of 

8 section 602.9107, as follows: The'annuity paid to a senior 

9 judge or retired senior judge shall be an amount equal to 

10 three percent of the basic senior judge salary, multiplied by 

11 the judge's years of service prior to retirement as a judge of 

12 one or more of the courts included under this article, for 

13 which contributions were made to the system, except the 

14 annuity of the senior judge or retired senior judge shall not 

15 exceed fifty percent of the basic senior judge salary used in 

16 calculating the annuity or fifty percent of the basic annual 

17 salary which the judge is receiving at the time the judge 

18 becomes separated from service, whichever is greater. 

19 However, following the twelve-month period during which the 

20 senior judge or retired senior judge attains seventy-eight 

21 years of age, the annuity paid to the person shall be an 

22 amount equal to three percent of the basic senior judge salary 

23 cap, multiplied by the judge's years of service prior to 

24 retirement as a judge of one or more of the courts included 

25 under this article, for which contributions were made to the 

26 system, except that the annuity shall not exceed fifty percent 

27 of the basic senior judge salary cap. A senior judge or 

28 retired senior judge shall not receive benefits calculated 

29 using a basic senior judge salary established after the 

30 twelve-month period in which the senior judge or retired 

31 senior judge attains seventy-eight years of age. In addition, 

32 if a senior judge is under sixty-five years of age at the time 

33 the judge becomes a senior judge, the state shall pay the 

34 state's share of the senior judge's medical insurance premium 

35 until the judge attains age sixty-five. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. The amendment to section 

2 602.9204, being deemed of immediate importance, takes effect 

3 upon enactment and applies retroactively to July 1, 1994. 

4 EXPLANATION 

5 This bill provides that senior judges shall receive a 

6 salary as determined by the general assembly. The bill also 

7 provides that the maximum amount for a retirement annuity of a 

8 senior judge shall not exceed 50 percent of the basic senior 

9 judge salary used in calculating the annuity or 50 percent of 

10 the basic annual salary which the judge received at the time 

11 of separation from service, whichever is greater. This bill 
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is effective upon enactment and retroactive to July 1, 1994. 
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SENATE CLIP SHEET MARCH 29, 1995 Page 15 

SENATE FILE 427 
S-3260 

1 Amend Senate File 427 as follows: 
2 1. By striking everything after the enacting 
3 clause and inserting the following: 
4 "Section 1. Section 602.9203, subsection 2, 
5 unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1995, is amended to read 
6 as follows: 
7 A judicial officer referred to in subsection 1 
8 qtlez±~±e~-~or-e-~en±or-jtldge~h±p may be appointed, at 
9 the discretion of the supreme court, for a two-year 

10 term as a senior judge if the judicial officer meets 
11 all of the following requirements: 
12 Sec. 2. Section 602.9203, subsection 5, Code 1995, 
13 is amended by striking the subsection and inserting in 
14 lieu thereof the following: 
15 5. A senior judge may be reappointed to additional 
16 two-year terms, at the discretion of the supreme 
17 court, if the judicial officer meets the requirements 
18 of subsection 2. 
19 Sec. 3. Section 602.9204, subsection 1, Code 1995, 
20 is amended to read as follows: 
21 1. A senior judge or-e-re~±red-~en±or-;tldge 
22 retiring on or after July 1, 1994, shall no~ be paid a 
23 salary as determined by the general assembly. A 
24 senior judge or retired senior judge shall be paid an 
25 annuity under the judicial retirement system in the 
26 manner provided in section 602.9109, but computed 
27 under this section in lieu of section 602.9107, as 
28 follows: The annuity paid to a senior judge or 
29 retired senior judge shall be an amount equal to three 
30 percent of the basic senior judge salary, multiplied 
31 by the judge's years of service prior to retirement as 
32 a judge of one or more of the courts included under 
33 this article, for which contributions were made to the 
34 system, except the annuity of the senior judge or 
35 retired senior judge shall not exceed fifty percent of 
36 the basic senior judge salary used in calculating the 
37 annuity. However, following the twelve-month period 
38 during which the senior judge or retired senior judge 
39 attains seventy-eight years of age, the annuity paid 
40 to the person shall be an amount equal to three 
41 percent of the basic senior judge salary cap, 
42 multiplied by the judge's years of service prior to 
43 retirement as a judge of one or more of the courts 
44 included under this article, for which contributions 
45 were made to the system, except that the annuity shall 
46 not exceed fifty percent of the basic senior judge 
47 salary cap. A senior judge or retired senior judge 
48 shall not receive benefits calculated using a basic 
49 senior judge salary established after the twelve-month 
50 period in which the senior judge or retired senior 
S-3260 -1-
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1 judge attains seventy-eight years of age. In 
2 addition, if a senior judge is under sixty-five years 
3 of age at the time the judge becomes a senior judge, 
4 the state shall pay the state's share of the senior 
5 judge's medical insurance premium until the judge 
6 attains age sixty-five. 
7 Sec. 4. Section 602.9204, subsection 2, paragraphs 
8 a and c, Code 1995, are amended to read as follows: 
9 a. "Basic senior judge salary" means the 8\l'e!'8ge 

10 8""tl8i-b8~±e-~8i8!'y-£o!'-e~e-~en±o!'-jtldgeL~-o!'-!'ee±!'ed 
11 ~e"±o!'-jtldgeL~-ia~e-ehree-ye8!,~-8~-a-jtldge-O£-O"e-o!' 
12 mo!'e-o£-e~e-eotl!'e~-±"eitlded-±n-eh±~-8!'e±eie basic 
13 annual salary which the judge is receiving at the time 
14 the judge becomes separated from full-time service, as 
15 would be used in computing an annuity pursuant to 
16 section 602.9107 without service as a senior judge, 
17 plus seventy-five percent of the escalator. 
18 c. "Escalator" means the difference between the 
19 current basic salary, as of the time each payment is 
20 made up to and including the twelve-month period 
21 during which the senior judge or retired senior judge 
22 attains seventy-eight years of age, of the office in 
23 which the senior judge last served as a judge before 
24 retirement as a judge or senior judge, and the 8\l'e!'8ge 
25 8nntl8i-b8~±e-~8i8!'y-£o!'-e~e-~en±o!'-jtldgeL~-o!'-!'ee±!'ed 
26 ~en±o!'-jtldgeL~-±8ge-e~!'ee-ye8!,~ basic annual salary 
27 which the judge is receiving at the time the judge 
28 becomes separated from full-time service as a judge of 
29 one or more of the courts included in this article, as 
30 would be used in computing an annuity pursuant to 
31 section 602.9107 without service as a senior judge. 
32 Sec. 5. Section 602.9208, subsection 3, Code 1995, 
33 is amended to read as follows: 
34 3. A person who relinquishes a senior judgeship in 
35 the manner provided in subsection 1 or who is not 
36 reappointed shall be paid a retirement annuity that 
37 commences on the effective date of the relinquishment 
38 or the date of the completion of the term or 
39 appointment and shall be based upon the number of 
40 years the person served as a senior judge. A person 
41 who serves six or more years as a senior judge shall 
42 be paid a retirement annuity that is in an amount 
43 equal to the amount of the annuity the person is 
44 receiving on the effective date of the relinquishment 
45 or the date of the completion of the term or 
46 appointment in lieu of an amount determined according 
47 to section 602.9204. If the person serves less than 
48 six years as a senior judge, the person shall be paid 
49 a retirement annuity that is in an amount equal to an 
50 amount determined according to section 602.9107 added 
S-3260 -2-
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1 to an amount equal to the number of years the person 
2 served as a senior judge, divided by six, multiplied 
3 by the difference between the amount of the annuity 
4 the person is receiving on the effective date of the 
5 relinquishment and the amount determined according to 
6 section 602.9107. A person who is removed from a 
7 senior judgeship as provided in subsection 2 shall be 
8 paid a retirement annuity that commences on the 
9 effective date of the removal and is in an amount 

10 determined according to section 602.9107 in lieu of 
11 section 602.9204, and any service and annuity of the 
12 person as a senior judge is disregarded. 
13 Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 
14 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment." 
15 2. Title page, line 3, by inserting after the 
16 word "judges," the following: "affecting senior judge 
17 retirement benefits, the appointment of judges to 
18 senior judge status,". 

By JOHN P. KIBBlE 

S-3260 FILED MARCH 28, 1995 
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A BilL FOR 

Act relating to authorizing the payment of salaries to senior 

judges, providing for a maximum retirement annuity amount paid 

to senior judges, affecting senior judge retirement benefits, 

the appointment of judges to senior judge status, and 

providing effective and applicability dates. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SENATE FILE 427 
8-3903 

1 Amend Senate File 427, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 15, by striking the word "senior" 
4 and inserting the following: "~en±or-". 
5 2. Page 1, line 15, by striking the word 
6 "retiring" and inserting the following: "who 
7 retires". 
8 3. Page 1, line 16, by inserting after the figure 
9 "1994" the following: "and who is appointed a senior 

10 judge under section 602.9203". 
By COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

MILLAGE of Scott, Chairperson 
8-3903 FILED APRIL 12, 1995 ~I 
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S.P. f2jr H.P. 

1 Section 1. Section 602.9203, subsection 2, unnumbered 

2 paragraph 1, Code 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

3 A judicial officer referred to in subsection 1 qttai±£±es 
4 £or-a-seft±or-;ttdgesn±~ may be appointed, at the discretion of 

5 the supreme court, for a two-year term as a senior judge if 

6 the judicial officer meets all of the following requirements: 

7 Sec. 2. Section 602.9203, subsection 5, Code 1995, is 

8 amended by striking the subsection ~ndinserting in lieu 

9 thereof the following: 

10 5. A senior judge may be reappointed to additional two-

11 year terms, at the discretion of the supreme court, if the 

12 judicial officer meets the requirements of subsection 2. 

13 Sec. 3. Section 602.9204, subsection 1, Code 1995, is 

14 amended to read as follows: 

15 1. A senior judge or-a-re~±red-seft±or-;ttdge retiring on or 

16 after July 1, 1994, shall ftO~ be paid a salary as determined 

17 by the general assembly. A senior judge or retired senior 

18 judge shall be paid an annuity under the judicial retirement 

19 system in the manner provided in section 602.9109, but 

20 computed under this section in lieu of section 602.9107, as 

21 follows: The annuity paid to a senior judge or retired senior 

22 judge shall be an amount equal to three percent of the basic 

23 senior judge salary, multiplied by the judge's years of 

24 service prior to retirement as a judge of one or more of the 

25 courts included under this article, for which contributions 

26 were made to the system, except the annuity of the senior 

27 judge or retired senior judge shall not exceed fifty percent 

28 of the basic senior judge salary used in calculating the 

29 annuity. However, following the twelve-month period during 

30 which the senior judge or retired senior judge attains 

31 seventy-eight years of age, the annuity paid to the person 

32 shall be an amount equal to three percent of the basic senior 

33 judge salary cap, multiplied by the judge's years of service 

34 prior to retirement as a judge of one or more of the courts 

35 included under this article, for which contributions were made 

-1-



S. F. 1/27 H.F. 

1 to the system, except that the annuity shall not exceed fifty 

2 percent of the basic senior judge salary cap. A senior judge 

3 or retired senior judge shall not receive benefits calculated 

4 using a basic senior judge salary established after the 

5 twelve-month period in which the senior judge or retired 

6 senior judge attains seventy-eight years of age. In addition, 

7 if a senior judge is under sixty-five years of age at the time 

8 the judge becomes a senior judge, the state shall pay the 

9 state's share of the senior judge's medical insurance premium 

10 until the judge attains age sixty-five. 

11 Sec. 4. Section 602.9204, subsection 2, paragraphs a and 

12 c, Code 1995, are amended to read as follows: 

13 a. "Basic senior judge salary" means the avet"a~e-aMI'H2a% 

14 be~ie-~e%at"y-€ot"-ehe-~eMiot"-jtid~e~~-ot"-reeired-~en±or-jtid~e~~ 

15 %e~e-ehree-yeer~-e~-e-jtid~e-o€-one-or-more-o€-~he-eotire~ 

16 ine%tided-iM-ehi~-ereie%e basic annual salary which the judge 

17 is receiving at the time the judge becomes separated from 

18 full-time service, as would be used in computing an annuity 

19 pursuant to section 602.9107 without service as a senior 

20 judge, plus seventy-five percent of the escalator. 

21 c. "Escalator" means the difference between the current 

22 basic salary, as of the time each payment is made up to and 

23 including the twelve-month period during which the senior 

24 judge or retired senior judge attains seventy-eight years of 

25 age, of the office in which the senior judge last served as a 

26 judge before retirement as a judge or senior judge, and the 

27 evera~e-eMMtie%-be~ie-~a%ary-€or-ehe-~eMiot"-jtid~e~~-or-t"eeired 

28 ~eM±or-jtid~e~~-%a~e-ehree-yeat"~ basic annual salary which the 

29 judge is receiving at the time the judge becomes separated 

30 from full-time service as a judge of one or more of the courts 

31 included in this article, as would be used in computing an 

32 annuity pursuant to section 602.9107 without service as a 

33 senior judge. 

34 Sec. 5. Section 602.9208, subsection 3, Code 1995, is 

35 amended to read as follows: 

-2-
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1 3. A person who relinquishes a senior judgeship in the 

2 manner provided in subsection 1 or who is not reappointed 

3 shall be paid a retirement annuity that commences on the 

4 effective date of the relinquishment or the date of the 

5 completion of the term or appointment and shall be based upon 

6 the number of years the person served as a senior judge. A 

7 person who serves six or more years as a senior judge shall be 

8 paid a retirement annuity that is in an amount equal to the 

9 amount of the annuity the person is receiving on the effective 

10 date of the relinquishment or the date of the completion of 

11 the term or appointment in lieu of an amount determined 

12 according to section 602.9204. If the person serves less than 

13 six years as a senior judge, the person shall be paid a 

14 retirement annuity that is in an amount equal to an amount 

15 determined according to section 602.9107 added to an amount 

16 equal to the number of years the person served as a senior 

17 judge, divided by six, multiplied by the difference between 

18 the amount of the annuity the person is receiving on the 

19 effective date of the relinquishment and the amount determined 

20 according to section 602.9107. A person who is removed from a 

21 senior judgeship as provided in subsection 2 shall be paid a 

22 retirement annuity that commences on the effective date of the 

23 removal and is in an amount determined according to section 

24 602.9107 in lieu of section 602.9204, and any service and 

25 annuity of the person as a senior judge is disregarded. 

26 Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

27 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 

S-3508 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 427 

1 Amend Senate File 427, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 15, by striking the word "senior" 
4 and inserting the following: "geft:to!"" • 
5 2. Page 1, line 15, by striking the word 
6 "retiring" and inserting the following: "who 
7 retires". 
8 3. Page 1, line 16, by inserting after the figure 
9 "1994" the following: "and who is appointed a senior 

10 jUC1ge under section 602.9203". 
RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-3508 FILED APRIL 20, 1995 I J / .) 
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1 An Act relating to authorizing the payment of salaries to senior 

2 ju~ges, providing for a maximum retirement annuity amount paid 

3 to senior judges, and providing effective and applicability 

4 dates. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 602.9204, subsection 1, Code 1995, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. A senior judge o~-a-~e~±~ed-~eft±o~-jtldge shall ftO~ be 

4 paid a salary as determined by the general assembly. A senior 

5 judge or retired senior judge shall be paid an annuity under 

6 the judicial retirement system in the manner provided in 

7 section 602.9109, but computed under this section in lieu of 

8 section 602.9107, as follows: The annuity paid to a senior 

9 judge or retired senior judge shall be an amount equal to 

10 three percent of the basic senior judge salary, multiplied by 

11 the judge's years of service prior to retirement as a judge of 

12 one or more of the courts included under this article, for 

13 which contributions were made to the system, except the 

14 annuity of the senior judge or retired senior judge shall not 

15 exceed fifty percent of the basic senior judge salary used in 

16 calculating the annuity or fifty percent of the basic annual 

17 salary which the judge is receiving at the time the judge 

18 becomes separated from service, whichever is greater. 

19 However, following the twelve-month period during which the 

20 senior judge or retired senior judge attains seventy-eight 

21 years of age, the annuity paid to the person shall be an 

22 amount equal to three percent of the basic senior judge salary 

23 cap, multiplied by the judge's years of service prior to 

24 retirement as a judge of one or more of the courts included 

25 under this article, for which contributions were made to the 

26 system, except that the annuity shall not exceed fifty percent 

27 of the basic senior judge salary cap. A senior judge or 

28 retired senior judge shall not receive benefits calculated 

29 using a basic senior judge salary established after the 

30 twelve-month period in which the senior judge or retired 

31 senior judge attains seventy-eight years of age. In addition, 

32 if a senior judge is under sixty-five years of age at the time 

33 the judge becomes a senior judge, the state shall pay the 

34 state's share of the senior judge's medical insurance premium 

35 until the judge attains age sixty-five. 

-1-
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1 Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. The amendment to section 

2 602.9204, being deemed of immediate importance, takes effect 

3 upon enactment and applies retroactively to July 1, 1994. 

4 EXPLANATION 

5 This bill provides that senior judges shall receive a 

6 salary as determined by the general assembly. The bill also 

7 provides that the maximum amount for a retirement annuity of a 

8 senior judge shall not exceed 50 percent of the basic senior 

9 judge salary used in calculating the annuity or 50 percent of 

10 the basic annual salary which the judge received at the time 

11 of separation from service, whichever is greater. This bill 
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is effective upon enactment and retroactive to July 1, 1994. 
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SENATE FILE 427 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF SALARIES TO SENIOR 
JUDGES, PROVIDING FOR A MAXIMUM RETIREMENT ANNUITY AMOUNT 

PAID TO SENIOR JUDGES, AFFECTING SENIOR JUDGE RETIREMENT 
BENEFITS, THE APPOINTMENT OF JUDGES TO SENIOR JUDGE STATUS, 

AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE AND APPLICABILITY DATES. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 602.9203, subsection 2, unnumbered 
paragraph 1, Code 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

A judicial officer referred to in subsection 1 q~~ii£ies 
£o~-~-senio~-;~dgeship may be appointed, at the discretion of 

the supreme court, for a two-year term as a senior judge if 
the judicial officer meets all of the following requirements: 

Sec. 2. Section 602.9203, subsection 5, Code 1995, is 
amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 

thereof the following: 
5. A senior judge may be reappointed to additional two­

year terms, at the discretion of the supreme court, if the 
judicial officer meets the requirements of subsection 2. 

Sec. 3. Section 602.9204, subsection I, Code 1995, is 
amended to read as follows: 

1. A senio~ judge o~-a-~eti~ed-seftio~-;~dge who retires on 
or after July I, 1994 and who is appointed a senior judge 

under section 602.9203, shall ftot be paid a salary as 
determined by the general assembly. A senior judge or retired 

senior judge shall be paid an annuity under the judicial 
retirement system in the manner provided in section 602.9109, 

but computed under this section in lieu of section 602.9107, 
as follows: The annuity paid to a senior judge or retired 

senior judge shall be an amount equal to three percent of the 
basic senior judge salary, multiplied by the judge's years of 

Senate File 427, p. 2 

service prior to retirement as a judge of one or more of the 

courts included under this article, for which contributions 
were made to the system, except the annuity of the senior 

judge or retired senior judge shall not exceed fifty percent 
of the basic senior judge salary used in calculating the 

annuity. However, following the twelve-month period during 

which the senior judge or retired senior judge attains 

seventy-eight years of age, the annuity paid to the person 
shall be an amount equal to three percent of the basic senior 

judge salary cap, multiplied by the judge's years of service 
prior to retirement as a judge of one or more of the courts 

included under this article, for which contributions were made 
to the system, except that the annuity shall not exceed fifty 

percent of the basic senior judge salary cap. A senior judge 
or retired senior judge shall not receive benefits calculated 

using a basic senior judge salary established after the 
twelve-month period in which the senior judge or retired 

senior judge attains seventy-eight years of age. In addition, 
if a senior judge is under sixty-five years of age at the time 

the judge becomes a senior judge, the state shall pay the 
state's share of the senior judge's medical insurance premium 

until the judge attains age sixty-five. 
Sec. 4. Section 602.9204, subsection 2, paragraphs a and 

c, Code 1995, are amended to read as follows: 
a. "Basic senior judge salary" means the aye~age-aftft~ai 

basie-s~ia~y-£o~-the-seftio~-;~dge~s-o~-~eti~ed-seftio~-;~dge~s 

iast-th~ee-ye~~s-~s-a-;~dge-O£-Ofte-o~-mo~e-o£-the-eo~~ts 

iftei~ded-in-this-a~tieie basic annual salary which the judge 
is receiving at the time the judge becomes separated from 

full-time service, as would be used in computing an annuity 
pursuant to section 602.9107 without service as a senior 

judge, plus seventy-five percent of the escalator. 
c. "Escalator" means the difference between the current 

basic salary, as of the time each payment is made up to and 
including the twelve-month period during which the senior 

en 
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Senate File 427, p. 3 

judge or retired senior judge attains seventy-eight years of 

age, of the office in which the senior judge last served as a 

judge before retirement as a judge or senior judge, and the 

a~e~age-anntla%-ba~ie-~a%a~y-ro~-ehe-~enio~-jtldge~~-o~-~eei~ed 

~enio~-jtldge~~-%a~e-eh~ee-yea~~ basic annual salary which the 

judge is receiving at the time the judge becomes separated 

from full-time service as a judge of one or more of the courts 

included in this article, as would be used in computing an 

annuity pursuant to section 602.9107 without service as a 

senior judge. 
Sec. 5. Section 602.9208, subsection 3, Code 1995, is 

amended to read as follows: 
3. A person who relinquishes a senior judgeship in the 

manner provided in subsection 1 or who is not reappointed 

shall be paid a retirement annuity that commences on the 

effective date of the relinquishment or the date of the 
completion of the term or appointment and shall be based upon 

the number of years the person served as a senior judge. A 

person who serves six or more years as a senior judge shall be 

paid a retirement annuity that is in an amount equal to the 

amount of the annuity the person is receiving on the effective 

date of the relinquishment or the date of the completion of 

the term or appointment in lieu of an amount determined 

according to section 602.9204. If the person serves less than 

six years as a senior judge, the person shall be paid a 

retirement annuity that is in an amount equal to an amount 

determined according to section 602.9107 added to an amount 

equal to the number of years the person served as a senior 

judge, divided by six, multiplied by the difference between 

the amount of the annuity the person is receiving on the 

effective date of the relinquishment and the amount determined 

according to section 602.9107. A person who is removed from a 

senior judgeship as provided in subsection 2 shall be paid a 

retirement annuity that commences on the effective date of the 

removal and is in an amount determined according to section 
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602.9107 in lieu of section 602.9204, and any service and 

annuity of the person as a senior judge is disregarded. 

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 
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