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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to instruments filed or recorded with the county 

2 recorder. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 331.602, subsection 1, Code 1995, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. Record all instruments presented to the recorder's 

4 office for recordation upon payment of the proper fees and 

5 compliance with other recording requirements as provided by 

6 law. The instruments presented for filing or recordation 

7 shall be legible and reproducible, and shall have typed or 

8 legibly printed on them the names of all signatories including 

9 the names of acknowledging officers and witnesses beneath the 

10 original signatures. The instruments shall have typed or 

11 legibly printed on them the name, address, and telephone 

12 number of the preparer of the instrument. The instruments 

13 shall be no larger than eight and one-half inches by fourteen 

14 inches and shall provide a space at the top of the instrument 

15 at least eight and one-half inches wide by one and three-

16 !ourths inches in length for use by the office of recorder, 

17 except as otherwise authorized by the recorder. 

18 a. However, if an instrument does not contain typed or 

19 printed names, the recorder shall accept the instrument for 

20 recordation or filing if it is accompanied by an affidavit, to 

21 be recorded with the instrument, correctly spelling in legible 

22 print or type the signatures appearing on the instrument and 

23 the name, address, and telephone number of the preparer of the 

24 instrument. 

25 b. The requirement of paragraph "a" does not apply to 

26 military discharges, military instruments, wills, court 

27 recordsL or to any other instrument dated before July 4, 1959. 

28 c. Failure to print or type signatures as provided in this 

29 subsection does not invalidate the instrument. 

30 EXPLANATION 

31 This bill requires that instruments filed or recorded with 

32 the office of county recorder are to contain the name, 

33 address, and telephone number of the preparer of each 

34 instrument. The bill also provides that each instrument is to 

35 contain a specified amount of space at the top of the 
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S.F. 3ff H.F. 

1 instrument for use by the office of recorder. 
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SENATE FILE 394 
H-3986 

1 Amend Senate File 394, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 10 through 12 and 
4 inserting the following: "or ig inal signatures. The 
5 instruments". 
6 2. Page 1, by striking lines 15 and 16 and 
7 inserting the following: "at least eight and one-half 
8 inches across the page by two inches in length, on 
9 which space shall be typed or legibly printed across 

10 the oaoe on the bottom one-fourth inch of this soace, 
11 the na;'e, address, and telephone number of the· 
12 individual who prepared the instrument. The remaining 
13 por~ion of this·sp~ce shall be reserved for use by the 
14 county recorder,". 
15 3. Page 1, by striking lines 22 through 24 and 
16 inserting the following: "print or type the 
17 signatures appearing on the instrument." 
18 4. Page 1, by inserting after line 29 the 
19 following: 
20 "Sec. APPLICABILITY. This Act applies to 
21 instrumen~signed or notarized on or after January 1, 
22 1996." 
23 5. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the 
24 word "recorder" the following: "and providing for the 
25 Act's applicability". 
26 6. By renumbering as necessary. 

By VANDE HOEF of Osceola 
H-3986 FILED APRIL 19, 1995 

~ '1Mo/qS rp/7f/~ 
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S-3507 

2 follows: 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 394 

3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 10 through 12 and 
4 inserting the following: "original signatures. The 
5 instruments". 
6 2. Page 1, by striking lines 15 and 16 and 
7 inserting the following: "at least eight and one-half 
8 inches across the page by two inches in length, on 
9 which space shall be typed or legibly printed across 

10 the page on the bottom one-fourth inch of this space, 
11 the name, address, and telephone number of the 
12 individual who prepared the instrument. The remaining 
13 portion of this space shall be reserved for use by the 
14 county recorder,". 
15 3. Page 1, by striking lines 22 through 24 and 
16 inserting the following: "pr int or type the 
17 signatures appearing on the instrument." 
18 4. Page 1, by inserting after line 29 the 
19 following: 
20 "Sec. APPLICABILITY. This Act applies to 
21 instrumenrs-signed or notarized on or after January 1, 
22 1996." 
23 5. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the 
24 word "recorder" the following: lIand providing for the 
25 Act's applicability". 
26 6. By renumbering as necessary. 

S-3507 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

FILED APRIL 20, 1995 / / ) 
~ ~ 41;(G/t:;5 (0. /.3'f~/ 



, 

Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes __ _ Nays __ _ 

Ss.8 .3/~ 
Succeeded By /tn-d ~ 

sE~fJ MliE gqd 
BY (PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT BILL BY CHAIR­

PERSON SORENSEN) 

Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes ___ Nays 
Approved ________________________ _ 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to instruments filed or recorded with the county 

2 recorder. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

13 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 2449SC 76 

sc/cf/24 



S.F. H.F. ----

J 

1 Section 1. SectioG 331.602, subsection 1, Code 1995, is 
.... 

2 amended to-read as follows: 

3 1. Record all instruments presented to the recorder's 

4 office for recordation upon payment of the proper fees and 

5 compliance with other recording requirements as provided by 

6 law. The instruments presented for filing or recordation 

7 shall be legible and reproducible, and shall have typed or 

8 legibly printed on them the names of all signatories including 

9 the names of acknowledging officers and witnesses beneath the 

10 original signatures. The instruments shall have typed or 

11 legibly printed on them the name, address, and telephone 

12 number of the preparer of the instrument. The instruments 

13 shall be no larger than eight and one-half inches by fourteen 

14 inches and shall provide a space at the top of the instrument 

15 at least eight and one-half inches wide by one and three-

16 fourths inches in length for use by the office of recorder, 

17 except as otherwise authorized by the recorder. 

18 a. However, if an instrument does not contain typed or 

19 printed names, the recorder shall accept the instrument for 

20 recordation or filing if it is accompanied by an affidavit, to 

21 be recorded with the instrument, correctly spelling in legible 

22 print or type the signatures appearing on the instrument and 

23 the name, address, and telephone number of the preparer of the 

24 instrument. 

25 b. The requirement of paragraph "a" does not apply to 

26 military discharges, military instruments, wills, court 

27 recordsL or to any other instrument dated before July 4, 1959. 

28 c. Failure to print or type signatures as provided in this 

29 subsection does not invalidate the instrument. 

30 EXPLANATION 

31 This bill requires that instruments filed or recorded with 

32 the office of county recorder are to contain the name, 

33 address, and telephone number of the preparer of each 

34 instrument. The bill also provides that each instrument is to 

35 contain a specified amount of space at the top of the 
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SENATE FILE 394 

AN ACT 
RELATING TO INSTRUMENTS FILED OR RECORDED WITH THE COUNTY 

RECORDER AND PROVIDING FOR THE ACT'S APPLICABILITY. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 331.602, subsection 1, Code 1995, is 
amended to read as follows: 

1. Record all instruments presented to the recorder's 
office for recordation upon payment of the proper fees and 

compliance with other recording requirements as provided by 

law. The instruments presented for filing or recordation 

shall be legible and reproducible, and shall have typed or 

legibly printed on them the names of all signatories including 
the names of acknowledging officers and witnesses beneath the 

original signatures. The instruments shall be no larger than 

eight and one-half inches by fourteen inches and shall provide 

a space at the top of the instrument at least eight and one­
half inches across the page by two inches in length, on which 

space shall be typed or legibly printed across the page on the 

bottom one-fourth inch of this space, the name, address, and 
telephone number of the individual who prepared the 

instrument.' The remaining portion of this space shall be 

reserved for use by the county recorder, except as otherwise 
authorized by the recorder. 

a. However, if an instrument does not contain typed or 
printed names, the recorder shall accept the instrument for 

recordation or filing if it is accompanied by an affidavit, to 

be recorded with the instrument, correctly spelling in legible 

print or type the signatures appearing on the instrument. 

b. The requirement of paragraph "a" does not apply to 
military discharges, military instruments, wills, court 

recordsL or to any other instrument dated before July 4, 1959. 

Senate File 394, p. 2 

c. Failure to print or type signature~ as provided in this 
subsection does not invalidate the instrument. 

Sec. 2. APPLICABILITY. This Act applies to instruments 
signed or notarized on or after January 1, 1996. 

LEONARD L. BOSWELL 

President of the Senate 

RON J. CORBETT 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 
is known as Senate File 394, Seventy~sixth General Assembly. 

APP'~?,¥ ' 
JOHN F. DWYER 

Secretary of the Senate 
1995 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 
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Sl:t~"':'E fILE 314 

AN ACt 
REl-ATING Tt' [NS,[RU.~:n$ r:LED OR REC'.'RDED WITU t'HF C,jUt~T't 

RECORO£~ AND PRO .... IDING FOR THE ACT'S APPLI("'ABILIT"I'. 

8E IT EN"C'lEu BY tHl: GF.NF.RAL ASSf.MRI.Y Of' 'I-Af. SrA-rE Of IOWA. 

$pctlon 1. Sf'ction ))1.602, s'JbSectlvJ\ L Co:!. 199'), IS 

Arr.('njcd to r('"d a3 f·)ll·~ws: 

1. Record all lnstrUIllf'r,ts prf'sente..j to the (lPc'n.jPI'c, 

offIce for record.H}.)n UP'~fl PJiyll\pn~ of the preper fees and 

c·;rnpllance \ll'.h 01.ho!'r re"::'.Hdlnq requirfO,"I!'Jlt"l. ,'!I~ pr<>vld("ri "oj 

law. The lnstr'.Ir'1oe-nts pre-sl"nted for tillng or re-C'o~dation 

shall til!' loe-gibl<e and reptoducd;.le. and ~h",l t ho'l','1!' tY!>fOd c·r 

le9i"oly printed ·:>n the," t."'I~ nall'l~"I. of all !'lQn.H"rit'5 incl'ldlnq 

the name-s of aC!l.nO'J!e-:!cpnq ottic('r~ anri ·.lltnl!'$"'~:'; bl!'n~ath th(' 

0r191M.l siqnat'Jres. The- Instr",rpn'~ ~h.'!Il1 be nc- lArqer th ... n 

e-1Qht and one-halt ~nche:\ tly fo .. rteen 1 [".chcs and ~t"iall p«'Vid~ 

! sp.!llce at ~.he tc·p c,( th~ instr\~~,!,n( at le-.ut ('i9h.t __ <!.!~d_c-_n~­

~~lt 1~~~cs acro~!. tt)~_p.ag.e. by t""0_!~CheS _l_n_.~('n<J'h. 00 whlC'h 

~pace.~hdll~~_d ~....!...es~.bly prll~t~_d_acr"ss the- page on thp 

!?':l~OT!1 ~!le--follrth .I.nch of~.r!..('.f', th(' nane, addrp,.~. I'In<1 

~~!.!.e.t:!0n(> nlll"h~~. of thp indl"'ld.\!a~ ..... ho prf'p"rpd tho:> 

~~trull1l!'nt!.~~::!.!'-1~1.n9 p.c-~if)1'\ '2.f ~~LI~.~P~~.t' ~~~!!._~ 

!!.!.cJ·~ed (or u:>.c by t,hfO county. ~~cordf'r. e'(\:fOpt ,,OJ t"")the:wi">e 

.. ulh· .... t1z .. d hy thp recordf'r. 

d. Howe-~~r. It an insttur'le-nt do~& n0t con:4,[1 typ~J or 

printPri nal'll~~. U'II!' rec",cd .. r !lhall "c,("t'pc:. the in!.t:uq.t.'Jlt t0r 

cecordallvll or tlllnq if 1t is acc,olhp.:wiC'd by "n af(id"· .. i~. to 

b~ cecorde-d _nth thf' In~trUIl1.f"nt. ('o:r .... c:tly ~p~llln'l in lpgi":>lt­

print or typO!' tr-.~ SL~n"t\'re-~ app"',HIOQ ·:;..n the 1nStr'Jrnent. 

b. 'Tht' rpqu;r',"~r.t o! pa~"qr .. "h "til·· d,-.,,!s no'. apj:)ly to 

L:l'1l11~"ry dl"'ci1.llrqes. 1'II:1Jto'lry In,;trl1mf'llt~. w\llo;. court 

re\:ord",!. ()r to "ny ott"iI!'C 1[".!!ottU,"~'" ,late-') bc(<;·re Juty ~. 1959. 

.:.;a ., (e 
S~ll~'~ fltp ~9J. p. 

.:. f'~ih1r~ lO {HUll '.'1 t.i'!>~ "'19'1"tu(~~ ,l:=' pr<.'.'I.JI") In Ihl:> 

')obsf'I..'·I ..... n do~,> no~ In·/dlld<l.t~_· th~ \I"\St(IJrn~nl. 

Sp..:. :>. AP,",l.trABrLtT'r' 'T:'ll~ ....... t .IPP: I""" t I r\~ I I )"'<'U t ~ 

~1'1n ... ,J 'Jt fl·:,..t.lll!f'd oJ'! (H deter Jd-'"ll''''f i. !9So6. 

LLONA1U> I.. BO!:.WFI.I. 

p,~"l(t~nt of th4.0 Sin":,,, 

:j:O:l J. COPIH.1'r 

Spt."":"er t'( ttL", R('\J~'" 

I n~reby cortlfy ttLdt thl~ bill ori9~"~t ... d In th. S~n4t~ ~nJ 

is ~1\o·"m oIS Senate rile 39~, Se ... ~ntY-!.I.th Gt.·nl!:41 ;':.::>'.'r't'~y. 

.JOHt~ r. Dh'HR 

APP,~Lj Spcr~t~ry of ti')e Sf'I".:tp 

1".19 '; 

7!::RR¥ E. BRANSTA';) 

Gov<ern..:>r 

(J) 
"T! 
c.o 
CO 
~ 


