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1 An Act relating to autopsies of certain children under the age of 
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two years. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SENATE FILE 354 
S-3286 

1 Amend Senate File 354 as follows: 
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1. Page 1, by inserting after line 23 the 
following: 

"In those death investigations where religious 
objections are raised, the medical examiner shall 
still assume jurisdiction and~rform noninvasive 
investigative procedures upon the body of the child, 
including but not limited to the following: total 
body X-rays; photography, including ultraviolet and 
infrared, if appropriate; and venipuncture with 
drawing of blood for toxicological examinations." 

By STEVEN D. HANSEN 

S-3286 FILED MARCH 2~ 1995 
AOo-pnFP ~-.3- 9.s- (r? /~/<.f) 

-------------------------------
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S.F. .35t H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 331.802, subsection 4, Code 1995, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 4. a. The county medical examiner shall conduct the 

4 investigation in the manner required by the state medical 

5 examiner and shall determine whether the public interest 

6 requires an autopsy or other special investigation. Howe~e~7 

7 i£-~ne-dea~n-oeetl~~ed-in-~ne-manne~-~peei£ied-in-~tlb~ee~ion-37 

8 pa~a9~apn-lljll,-~ne-eotln~y-medieai-examiner-~naii-order-an 

9 atl~o~~y,-~ne-expen~e-o£-wnien-~naii-be-~eimbtl~~ed-by-~ne-iowa 

10 depa~~men~-o£-ptlbiie-neai~n. In determining the need for an 

11 autopsy, the county medical examiner may consider the request 

12 for an autopsy from a public official or private person, but 

13 the state medical examiner or the county attorney of the 
14 county where the death occurred may require an autopsy. 

15 b. If the death occurred ia the manner specified in 

16 sUbsection 3, paragraph "j", the county medical examiner shall 

17 order an autopsy, the expense of which shall be reimbursed by 

18 the Iowa department of public health. However, an autopsy 

19 shall not be performed if the parent, guardian, or custodian 

20 of the deceased child is a member of an established reli~ion 

21 whose tenets are opposed to the performance of an autopsy on 

22 the deceased child and there is no evidence that the deceased 

23 child has been physically abused. 

24 EXPLANATION 

25 This bill provides an exemption to the requirement that 

26 children under the age of two years who die from an unknown 

27 cause or from circumstances indicating sudden infant death 

28 syndrome undergo an autopsy. The bill prohibits an autopsy if 

29 a parent, guardian, or custodian of the child is a member of 

30 an established religion whose beliefs are opposed to the 

31 autopsy and there is no evidence of physical abuse of the 

32 deceased child. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 331.802, subsection 4, Code 1995, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 4. a. The county medical examiner shall conduct the 

4 investigation in the manner required by the state medical 

5 examiner and shall determine whether the public interest 

6 requires an autopsy or other special investigation. Howe~e~7 

7 ~f-~he-dea~h-oeett~red-~n-~he-manner-~~ee~f~ed-~n-~tto~ee~±on-37 

8 ~aragra~h-UjU7-~he-eottn~y-med~eai-exam~ner-~haii-order-an 

9 att~o~~Y7-~he-ex~en~e-of-wh±eh-~haii-oe-re~mottr~ed-oy-~he-iowa 

10 de~ar~men~-of-~ttoi±e-heai~h. In determining the need for an 

11 autopsy, the county medical examiner may consider the request 

12 for an autopsy from a public official or private person, but 

13 the state medical examiner or the county attorney of the 

14 county where the death occurred may require an autopsy. 

15 b. If the death occurred in the manner specified in 

16 subsection 3, paragraph "j", the county medical examiner shall 

17 order an autopsy, the expense of which shall be reimbursed by 

18 the Iowa department of public health. However, an autopsy 

19 shall not be performed if the parent, guardian, or custodian 

20 of the deceased child is a member of an established religion 

21 whose tenets are opposed to the performance of an autopsy on 

22 the deceased child and there is no evidence that the deceased 

23 child has been physically abused. 

24 In those death investigations where religious objections 

25 are raised, the medical examiner shall sf III assume 

26 jurisdictlon and perform noninvasive investigative procedures 

27 upon the body of the child, including but not iimited to the 

28 following: total body X-rays; photography, including 

29 ultraviolet and infrared, if appropriate; and venipuncture 

30 with drawing of blood for toxicological examinations. 
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