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MlR 71995 

An Act relating to motor vehicle accident reports. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. Z 53 H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 321.266, subsections 2 and 3, Code 

2 1995, are amended to read as follows: 

3 2. The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident 

4 resulting in injury to or death of any person, or total 

5 property damage to an apparent extent of five hundred dollars 

6 or-more shall a~8o,-w±~h±ft-8e~eft~y-ewo-ho~r8-a£~er-~he 

7 aee±deft~,-£orward-a-wr±~~eft report o£ the accident to ~he 

8 depar~meft~ a law enforcement officer. 

9 3. Every law enforcement officer who, in the regular 

10 course of duty, investigates a motor vehicle accident o£-wh±eh 

11 repor~-m~8~-be-made as required in subsections 1 ~o-3-o£-~h±8 

12 8ee~±Oft and 2, either at the time of and at the scene of the 

13 accident or thereafter by interviewing participants or 

14 witnesses shall, within twenty-four hours after completing 

15 s~eh the investigation, forward a written report of 8~eh the 

16 accident to the department. The written report shall include 

17 information regarding liability insurance coverage of the 

18 drivers involved. A copy of the report shall be given to the 

19 driver of each vehicle involved in the accident. The law 

20 enforcement officer shall not be liable for any false 

21 information contained in the accident report. 

22 Sec. 2. Section 321.269, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 321.269 ACCIDENT REPORT FORMS. 

25 The department shall prepare-aftd-~poft-req~e8~-8~pp~y-~o 

26 provide police departments, coroners, sheriffs, and other 

27 suitable agencies or individuals, forms for accident reports 

28 required here~ftder,-wh±eh under section 321.266. The reports 

29 shall ea~~-£or require sufficiently detailed information to 

30 disclose w±~h-re£ereftee-eo-a-~ra££±e-aee±deft~ the cause, 

31 eOftd±~±oft-~heft the existing conditions, aftd the persons and 

32 vehicles involved, and the existence of liability insurance 

33 coverage of the drivers. 

34 Every-req~±red-aee±defte-repore-sha~~-be-made-oft-a-£orm 

35 approved-by-ehe-depar~meft~-±f-ga±d-£orm-±8-a~a±~ab~e~ 
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1 Sec. 3. Section 321.271, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 321.271 REPORTS CONFIDENTIAL -- WITHOUT PREJUDICE --

4 EXCEPTIONS. 

5 ATT-aeeidene-~epo~e~-fiTed-hy-a-d~i~e~-of-a-~ehieTe 

6 in~oT~ed-in-an-aeeidene-a~-~eqtli~ed-tlnde~-~eeeion-3~T.~66 

7 ~haTT-be-±n-w~±e±n9.--Phe-~epo~e Accident reports filed by a 

8 law enforcement officer under section 321.266 shall be without 

9 prejudice to the ind±~±dtlaT-~O-~epo~e±n9 driver of a vehicle 

10 and shall be for the confidential use of the department, 

11 except that upon the request of any person involved in the 

12 accident, the person's insurance company or its agent, o~ the 

13 attorney for ~tleh the person, or the attorney general, the 

14 department shall disclose the identity and address of the 

15 person involved in the accident. The department, upon written 

16 request of-ehe-p~~~on-mBkiI't9-ehe-~epor'e, ~nd payrnent ___ 9!~_~llE 

17 dollar fee, shall provide ehe-per'~on-wieh a copy of ehae 

18 pe~~on~~ the report to any party to an accident, the party's 

19 insurance company or its agent, the party's attorney, or the 

20 attorney general. The written report filed with the 

21 department shall not be admissible in or used in evidence in 

22 any civil or criminal case arising out of the facts on which 

23 the report is based. 

24 ATT-w~ieeen-~epo~e~-fiTed-by-a-Taw-enfor'eemene-off±ee~-a~ 

25 ~eqtlir'ed-tlnder'-~eeeion-3~T.~66-~haTT-be-made-a~aiTabTe-eo-any 

26 pa~ey-eo-an-aeeidene,-ehe-pa~ey~~-ingtl~anee-eompany-or'-ie~ 

27 agene,-ehe-pa~ey~~-aeeor'ney,-or'-ehe-aeeo~neY-gene~aT,-on 

28 wr'ieeen-r'eqtle~e-eo-ehe-depa~emene-and-ehe-paymene-of-a-fee-of 

29 fOtlr'-doTTar'~-for'-eaeh-eopy.--ff-a-eopy-of-an-in~e~e±9aein9 

30 offieer~s-repere-of-a-moeor-~eh±eTe-aee±del'te-fiTed-wieh-ehe 

31 deparefflene-±s-reeained-by-ehe-Taw-enfo~eemene-ageney-of-ehe 

32 off±ee~-who-filed-ehe-repor'e,-a-eopy-shaTl-be-made-a~a±TabTe 

33 eo-any-parey-eo-ehe-aee±dene,-ehe-parey~~-in~tl~anee-eompany-o~ 

34 ±e~-agene,-ehe-parey~s-seeo~ney,-or-ehe-aeeo~neY-gene~aT,-on 

35 wrieten-re~tle3e-and-ehe-paYfflene-of-a-fee. The attorney 
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1 general shall not be required by the department o~-~he-law 

2 eMfe~eemeM~-ageMey to pay a fee for a copy of a report filed 

3 by a law enforcement or investigating officer. 

4 Sec. 4. Section 321.273, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

5 follows: 

6 321.273 CITY MAY REQUIRE REPORTS. 

7 AMy An incorporated city or other municipality may by 

8 ordinance require ~ha~ the d~±~e~-o£-a-~eh±ete-±M~el~ed-±M law 

9 enforcement officer reporting an accident ~hatt to also file 

10 the accident report with a designated city department a-~epe~~ 

11 e£-~tleh-aee±deM~-o~-a-eopy-of-afty-~epo~~-he~e±M-~eqtl±~ed-~o-be 

12 £±ted-w±~h-~he-depa~~meM~. All such reports shall be for the 

13 confidential use of the city department and subject to the 

14 provisions of section 321.271. 

15 Sec. 5. Section 321.268, Code 1995, is repealed. 

16 EXPLANATION 

17 Currently, the driver of a vehicle involved in an accident 

18 which must be reported has 72 hours to provide the state 

19 department of transportation with the accident report. This 

20 bill requires the law enforcement officer who is called to the 

21 scene of the accident to complete the accident report and send 

22 it to the department rather than the driver of a vehicle. 

23 Current law requires the law enforcement officer to provide 

24 the department with a written accident report within 24 hours 

25 of the accident. This bill requires that the report include 

26 information regarding liability insurance coverage of the 

27 parties and that the law enforcement officer provide the 

28 parties with a copy of the report. 
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