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1 An Act relating to emergency medical services. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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SENATE FILE 178 

1 Amend Senate File 178 as follows: 

,I, £I [ 

2 1. Page 15, by inserting after line 12 the 
3 following: 
4 "Sec. COSTS PAID BY IOWA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
5 HEALTH. The Iowa department of public health shall 
6 pay any additional training and equipment costs, 
7 excluding vehicle costs, incurred by a political 
8 subdivision after the effective date of this Act and 
9 as a result of this Act." 

10 2. By renumbering as necessary. 
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1 Section 1. Section 68B.2A, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 

2 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

3 a. The outside employment or activity involves the use of 

4 the state's or the political subdivision's time, facilities, 

5 equipment, and supplies or the use of the state or political 

6 subdivision badge, uniform, business card, or other evidences 

7 of office or employment to give the person or member of the 

8 person's immediate family an advantage or pecuniary benefit 

9 that is not available to other similarly situated members or 

10 classes of members of the general public. This paragraph does 

11 not apply to off-duty peace officers who provide private duty 

12 security or fire fighters or b~~±e-o~-~d~~need emergency 

13 medical care providers certified under chapter i4T-O~ 147A who 

14 provide private duty fire safety or emergency medical services 

15 while carrying their badge or wearing their official uniform, 

16 provided that the person has secured the priot~approval of the 

17 agency or political subdivision in which the person is 

18 regularly employed to engage in the activity. For purposes of 

19 this subsection, a person is not "similarly situated" merely 

20 by being or being related to a person who serves or is 

21 employed by the state or a political subdivision of the state. 

22 Sec. 2. Section 85.36, subsection 10, paragraph a, Code 

23 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

24 a. In computing the compensation to be allowed a volunteer 

25 fire fighter, b~~±e-o~-~d~~need emergency medical care 

26 provider, or reserve peace officer, the earnings as a fire 

27 fighter, ba~±e-o~-~d~aneed emergency medical care provider, or 

28 reserve peace officer shall be disregarded and the volunteer 

29 fire fighter, b~~±e-o~-~d~~need emergency medical care 

30 provider, or reserve peace officer shall be paid an amount 

31 equal to the compensation the volunteer fire fighter, b~~±e-o~ 

32 ad~~need emergency medical care provider, or reserve peace 

33 officer would be paid if injured in the normal course of the 

34 volunteer fire fighter's, b~~±e-o~-~d~~need emergency medical 

35 care provider's, or reserve peace officer's regular employment 
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1 or an amount equal to one hundred and forty percent of the 

2 statewide average weekly wage, whichever is greater. 

3 Sec. 3. Section 85.61, subsection 2, Code 1995, is amended 

4 to read as follows: 

5 2. "Employer" includes and applies to a person, firm, 

6 association, or corporation, state, county, municipal 

7 corporation, school corporation, area education agency, 

8 township as an employer of volunteer fire fighters and ba~±e 

9 o~-ad~aneed emergency medical care providers only, benefited 

10 fire district, and the legal representatives of a deceased 

11 employer. "Employer" includes and applies to a rehabilitation 

12 facility approved for purchase-of-service contracts or for 

13 referrals by the department of human services or the 

14 department of education. 

15 Sec. 4. Section 85.61, subsection 7, unnumbered paragraph 

16 3, Code 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

17 Personal injuries sustained by ba~±e-eme~geney-medieai-ea~e 

18 ~~o~ide~s,-as-oefineo-in-~eeeion-i4~.i,-or-by-ao~aneeo 

19 emergency medical care providers as defined in section 147A.l, 

20 arise in the course of employment if the injuries are 

21 sustained at any time from the time the emergency medical care 

22 providers are summoned to duty until the time those duties 

23 have been fully discharged. 

24 Sec. 5. Section 85.61, subsection 11, unnumbered paragraph 

25 3, Code 1995, is amended to read as follows: . 
26 "Worker" or "employee" includes a-ba~±e an emergency 

27 medical care p~o~±der-a~-def±ned-±n-~eeeion-t4~.i,-an-ad~aneed 

28 emergeney-med±eai-ea~e provider as defined in section 147A.1, 

29 a volunteer ambulance driver, or an emergency medical 

30 technician trainee, only if an agreement is reached between 

31 such worker or employee and the employer for whom the 

32 volunteer services are provided that workers' compensation 

33 coverage under chapters 85, 85A, and 85B is to be provided by 

34 the employer. A-ba~±e-o~-ad~aneed An emergency medical care 

35 provider who is a worker or employee under this paragraph is 
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1 not a casual employee. "Volunteer ambulance driver" means a 

2 person performing services as a volunteer ambulance driver at 

3 the request of the person in charge of a fire department or 

4 ambulance service of a municipality. "Emergency medical 

5 technician trainee" means a person enrolled in and training 

6 for emergency medical technician certification. 

7 Sec. 6. Section 139B.l, subsection 1, paragraph d, Code 

8 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

9 d. "Emergency care provider" means a person who is trained 

10 and authorized by federal or state law to provide emergency 

11 medical assistance or treatment, for compensation or in a 

12 voluntary capacity, including but not limited to, all of the 

13 following: 

14 t%t--A-ba8±e-emer~e~ey-eare-prov±der-a8-de£±~ed-i~-8eetio~ 

15 :l:41.%. 

16 tzt l!l An adva~eed emergency medical care provider as 

17 defined in section 147A.l. 

18 

19 

20 

t3t ill 
t4t ill 
t5t ill 

A health care provider as defined in this section. 

A fire fighter. 

A peace officer. 

21 "Emergency care provider" also includes a person who 

22 renders direct emergency aid without compensation. 

23 Sec. 7. Section 141.22A, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 

24 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

25 a. "Emergency care provider" means a person who is trained 

26 and authorized by federal or state law to provide emergency 

27 medical assistance or treatment, for compensation or in a 

28 voluntary capacity, including but not limited to all of the 

29 following: 

30 t%t--A-ba8±e-emer~e~ey-med±ea%-eare-prov±der-a8-de£±~ed-in 

31 ~eet±on-%47.%. 

32 tzt l!l An advaneed emergency medical care provider as 

33 defined in section 147A.l. 

34 

35 
t3t ill 
t4t ill 

A health care provider as defined in this section. 

A fire fighter. 
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1 t5t i!l A peace officer. 

2 "Emergency care provider" also includes a person who 

3 renders emergency aid without compensation. 

4 Sec. 8. Section 147.1, Code 1995, is amended by striking 

5 subsections 

6 Sec. 9. 

7 the section 

8 147A.l 

9 As used 

1, 3, 4, and 6. 

Section 147A.l, Code 1995, is amended by striking 

and inserting in lieu thereof. the following: 

DEFINITIONS. 

in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 
10 requires: 

11 1. "Board" means the board of medical examiners appointed 

12 pursuant to section 147.14, subsection 2. 

13 2. "Department" means the Iowa department of public 

14 health. 

15 3. 

16 public 

17 4. 

18 as: 

19 a. 

20 b. 

"Director" means the director of the Iowa department of 
health. 

"Emergency medical care" means such medical procedures 

Administration of intravenous solutions. 

Intubation. 

21 c. Performance of cardiac defibrillation and synchronized 
22 cardioversion. 

23 d. Administration of emergency drugs as provided by rule 
24 by the department. 
25 e. Any other medical procedure approved by the department, 
26 by rule, as appropriate to be performed by emergency medical 
27 care providers who have been trained in that procedure. 

28 5. "Emergency medical care provider" means an individual 

29 trained to provide emergency and nonemergency medical care at 

30 the first-responder, EMT-basic, EMT-intermediate, EMT-

31 paramedic level, or other certification levels adopted by rule 

32 by the department, who has been issued a certificate by the 
33 department. 

34 6. "Emergency medical services" or "EMS" means an 

35 integrated medical care delivery system to provide emergency 
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1 and nonemergency medical care at the scene or during out-of-

2 hospital patient transportation in an ambulance. 

3 7. "Emergency medical services instructor" means an 

4 individual who has successfully completed an EMS curriculum 

5 approved by the department and is currently certified by the 

6 department as an EMS instructor. 

7 8. "Emergency rescue technician" or "ERT" means an 

8 individual trained in various rescue techniques including, but 

9 not limited to, extrication from vehicles and agricultural 

10 rescue, and who has successfully completed a curriculum 

11 approved by the department in cooperation with the Iowa fire 

12 service institute. 

13 9. "First responder" or "FR" means an individual trained 

14 in patient-stabilizing techniques, through the use of initial 

15 emergency medical care procedures and skills prior to the 

16 arrival of an ambulance, pursuant to rules established by the 

17 department and who is currently certified as a first responder 

18 by the department. 

19 10. "Physician" means an individual licensed under chapter 

20 148, 150, or 150A. 

21 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 147A.2 COUNCIL ESTABLISHED --

22 TERMS OF OFFICE. 

23 An EMS advisory council shall be appointed by the director. 

24 Membership of the council shall be comprised of individuals 

25 nominated from, but not limited to, the following state or 

26 national organizations: Iowa osteopathic medical association, 

27 Iowa medical society, American college of emergency 

28 physicians, university of Iowa hospitals and clinics, Iowa EMS 

29 association, Iowa firemen's association, Iowa professional 

30 firefIghters, EMS education programs committee, EMS regional 

31 council, Iowa nurses association, Iowa hospital association, 

32 and the Iowa state association of counties. 

33 The EMS advisory council shall advise the director and 

34 develop policy recommendations concerning the regulation, 

35 administration, and coordination of emergency medical sp.rvices 
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1 in the state. 
2 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 147A.3 MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL --

3 QUORUM -- EXPENSES. 

4 Membership, terms of office, quorum, and expenses shall be 

5 determined by the director pursuant to chapter 135. 

6 Sec. 12. Section 147A.4, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

7 follows: 

8 147A.4 RULEMAKING AUTHORITY. 

9 1. The department shall adopt rules required or authorized 

10 by this chapter pertaining to the operation of ambulance, 

11 rescue, and first response services which have received 

12 authorization under section l47A.S to utilize the services of 

13 certified ed~e~eed emergency medical care providers. These 

14 rules shall include, but need not be limited to, requirements 

15 concerning physician supervision, necessary equipment and 

16 staffing, and reporting by ambulance, rescue, and first 

17 response services which have received the authorization 

18 pursuant to section 147A.5. 

19 The director, pursuant to rule, may grant exceptions and 

20 variances from the requirements of rules adopted under this 

21 chapter for any ambulance, rescue, or first response service. 

22 Exceptions or variations shall be reasonably related to undue 

23 hardships which existing services experience in complying with 

24 this chapter or the rules adopted2ursuant to this chaE!~J~ 

25 However, no exception or variance may be granted unless the 

26 service has adopted a plan approved by the department prior to 

27 July 1, 1996, to achieve compliance with this chapter and 

28 rules adopted pursuant to this chapter. Services requesting 

29 exceptions and variances shall be subject to other applicable 

30 rules adopted pursuant to this chapter. 

31 2. The department shall adopt rules required or authorized 

32 by this chapter pertaining to the examination and 

33 certification of 8d~a~eed emergency medical care providers. 

34 These rules shall include, but need not be limited to, 

35 requirements concerning prerequisites, training, and 
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1 experience for BdvBfieed emergency medical care providers and 

2 procedures for determining when individuals have met these 

3 requirements. The departm~nt shall consult with the board 

4 concerning these rules. 

5 3. The department shall establish the fee for the 

6 examination of the ~dvBfieed emergency medical care providers 

7 to cover the administrative costs of the examination program. 

8 Sec. 13. Section 147A.5, subsections 1 and 3, Code 1995, 

9 are amended to read as follows: 

10 1. 

11 state, 

12 in the 

An ambulance, rescue, or first response service in this 

that desires to provide BdvBfieed emergency medical care 

p~ehegpi~Bl out-of-hospital setting, shall apply to the 

13 department for authorization to establish a program tl~ili~ifi9 

14 eer~ified-BdvBfieed-emergefiey-med±eBl-eBre-prev±derg for 

15 delivery of the care at the scene of an emergency, during 

16 transportation to a hospital, during transfer from one medical 

17 care facility to another or to a private residence, or while 

18 in the hospital emergency department, and until care is 

19 directly assumed by a physician or by authorized hospital 

20 personnel. 

21 3. The department may deny an application for 

22 authorization ~e-eg~Bbl±gh-B-pre9rBm-tl~±l±~±fi9-~he-gerv±eeg-ef 

23 eer~±fied-BdvBfieed-emergefiey-med±eBl-eBre-prev±derg, or may 

24 place on probation, suspend, or revoke existing authorization 

25 if the department finds reason to believe the program has not 

26 been or will not be operated in compliance with this chapter 

27 and the rules adopted pursuant to this chapter, or that there 

28 is insufficient assurance of adequate protection for the 

29 public. The denial or period of probation, suspension, or 

30 revocation shall be effected and may be appealed as provided 

31 by section 17A.12. 

32 Sec. 14. Section 147A.6, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

33 follows: 0 

34 147A.6 ABVAN€EB EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE PROVIDER 

35 CERTIFICATES -- RENEWAL. 
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1 1. The department, upon application and receipt of the 

2 prescribed fee, shall issue a certificate aeee~e±ft9-ee-ehe 

3 qtla!±f±eae±eft~-ef to an individual who has met all of the 

4 requirements for advafteed emergency medical care provider 

5 certification established by the rules adopted under section 

6 147A.4, subsection 2. 

7 2. Advafteed-eme~gefte1 Emergency medical care provider 

8 certificates are valid for the multiyear period determined by 

9 the department, unless sooner suspended or revoked. The 

10 certificate shall be renewed upon application of the holder 

11 and receipt of the prescribed fee if the holder has 

12 satisfactorily completed continuing medical education programs 

13 as required by rule. 

14 Sec. 15. Section 147A.7, subsection 1, unnumbered 

15 paragraph 1, Code 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

16 The boa~d department may deny an application for issuance 

17 or renewal of an advafteed emergency medical care provider 

18 certificate, or suspend or revoke the certificate when it 

19 finds that the applicant or certificate holder is guilty of 

20 any of the following acts or offenses: 

21 Sec. 16. Section 147A.7, subsection 1, paragraphs j and k, 

22 Code 1995, are amended to read as follows: 

23 j. Violating a statute of this state, another state, or 

24 the United States, without regard to its designation as either 

25 a felony or misdemeanor, which relates to the practice of an 

26 advafteed emergency medical care provider. A copy of the 

27 record of conviction or plea of guilty is conclusive evidence 
28 of the violation. 

29 k. Having certification to practice as an advaneed 

30 emergency medica~ care provider revoked or suspended, or 

31 having other disciplinary action taken by a licensing or 

32 certifying authority of another state, territory, or country. 

33 A certified copy of the record or order of suspension, 

34 revocation, or disciplinary action is conclusive or prima 
35 facie evidence. 
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1 Sec. 17. Section 147A.8, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 147A.8 AUTHORITY OF CERTIFIED ABVANeEB EMERGENCY MEDICAL 

4 CARE PROVIDER. 

5 An eo~eneeo emergency medical care provider properly 

6 certified under this chapter may: 

7 1. Render eo~aneeo emergency and nonemer~e~~y medical 

8 care, rescue, and lifesaving services in those areas for which 

9 the ad~aneeo emergency medical care provider is certified, as 

10 defined and approved in accordance with the rules of the 

11 department, at the scene of an emergency, during 

12 transportation to a hospital or while in the hospital 

13 emergency department, and until care is directly assumed by a 

14 physician or by authorized hospital personnel. 

15 2. Function in any hospital when: 

16 a. Enrolled as a student or participating as a preceptor 

17 in a training program approved by the department; or 

18 b. Fulfilling continuing education requirements as defined 

19 by rule; or 

20 c. Employed by or assigned to a hospital as a member of an 

21 authorized ambulance, rescue, or first response service, by 

22 rendering lifesaving services in the facility in which 

23 employed or assigned pursuant to the ao~aneeo emergency 

24 medical care provider's certification and under the direct 

25 supervision of a physician, physician assistant, or registered 

26 nurse. An eo~aneeo emergency medical care provider shall not 

27 routinely function without the direct supervision of a 

28 physician, physician assistant, or registered nurse. However, 

29 when the physician, physician assistant, or registered nurse 

30 cannot directly assume emergency care of the patient, the 

31 ed~aneeo emergency medical care provider may perform without 

32 direct supervision ed~aneed emergency medical care procedurf':; 

33 for which that individual is certified if the life of the 

34 patient is in immediate danger and such care is required to 

35 preserve the patient's life; or 
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1 d. Employed by or assigned to a hospital as a member of an 

2 authorized ambulance, rescue, or first response service to 

3 perform nonlifesaving procedures for which those individuals 

4 have been trained and are designated in a written job 

5 description. Such procedures may be performed after the 

6 patient is observed by and when the ~d~~fteed emergency medical 

7 care provider is under the supervision of the physician, 

8 physician assistant, or registered nurse and where the 

9 procedure may be immediately abandoned without risk to the 

10 patient. 

11 The department shall consult with the board concerning 

12 rules and training requirements related to this section. 

13 Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to require any 

14 vOluntary ambulance, rescue, or first response service to 

15 provide a level of care beyond minimum basic care standards. 

16 Sec. 18. Section 147A.9, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

17 follows: 

18 147A.9 REMOTE SUPERVISION OF A9VANeE9 EMERGENCY MEDICAL 

19 CARE PROVIDERS -- EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION FAILURE 

20 AUTHORIZATION ep-fMME9fA~E-bfPESAVfNG TO INITIATE EMERGENCY 

21 MEDICAL CARE PROCEDURES. 

22 1. When voice contact or a telemetered electrocardiogram 

23 is monitored by a physician, physician's designee, or 

24 physician assistant, and direct communication is maintained, 

25 an ~d~~fteed emergency medical care provider may upon order of 

26 the monitoring physician or upon standing orders of a 

27 physician transmitted by the monitoring physician's designee 

28 or physician assistant perform any ~d~~fteed emergency medical 

29 care procedure for which that ~d~~fteed emergency medical care 

30 provider is certified. 

31 2. If communications fail during an emergency or 

32 nonemergency situation, the ~d~~fteed emergency medical care 

33 provider may perform any ~d~~fteed emergency medical care 

34 procedure for which that individual is certified and which is 

35 included in written protocols if in the judgmpnt of the 
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1 advaneed emergency medical care provider the life of the 

2 patient is in immediate danger and such care is required to 

3 preserve the patient's lite. 

4 3. The department shall adopt rules to authorize ~ne 

5 ±n~t±ttlt±on-o~-i±~e~av±n9 medical care procedures which can be 

6 initiated in accordance with written protocols ±n-±n~tanee~ 

7 wnere prior to the establishment of communication ±n-i±etl-o~ 

8 ±mmed±ate-aet±On-ffiay-eatl~e-pat±ent-narffi-or-deatn. 

9 4. The department shall consult with the board concerning 

10 rules related to this section. 

11 Sec. 19. Section 147A.10, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 147A.10 EXEMPTIONS FROM LIABILITY IN CERTAIN 

14 CIRCUMSTANCES. 

15 1. A physician, physician's designee, advanced registered 

16 nurse practitioner, or physician assistant, who gives orders, 

17 either directly or via communications equipment from some 

18 other point, or via standing protocols to an appropriately 

19 certified advaneed emergency medical care provider or 

20 registered nurse at the scene of an emergency, and an 

21 appropriately certified advaneed emergency medical care 

22 provider or registered nurse following the orders, are not 

23 subject to criminal liability by reason of having issued or 

24 executed the orders, and are not liable for civil damages for 

25 acts or omissions relating to the issuance or execution of the 

26 orders unless the acts or omissions constitute recklessness. 

27 2. A physician, physician's designee, advanced registered 

28 nurse practitioner, physician assistant, registered nurse, or 

29 advaneed emergency medical care provider shall not be subject 

30 to civil liability solely by reason of failure to obtain 

31 consent before rendering emergency medical, surgical, hospital 

32 or health services to any individual, regardless of age, when 

33 the patient is unable to give consent for any reason and there 

34 is no other person reasonably available who is legally 

35 authorized to consent to the providing of such care. 
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1 3. An act of commission or omission of any appropriately 

2 certified ad~afteed emergency medical care provider, registered 

3 nurse, or physician assistant while rendering ad~afteed 

4 emergency medical care under the responsible supervision and 

5 control of a physician to a person who is deemed by them to be 

6 in immediate danger of serious injury or loss of life, shall 

7 not impose any liability upon the certified ad~afteed emergency 

8 medical care provider, registered nurse, or physician 

9 assistant, the supervising physician, physician designee, 

10 advanced registered nurse practitioner, or any hospital, or 

11 upon the state, or any county, city or other political 

12 subdivision, or the employees of any of these entities~ 

13 provided that this section shall not relieve any person of 

14 liability for civil damages for any act of commission or 

15 omission which constitutes recklessness. 

16 Sec. 20. Section 147A.l1, subsections 1 and 2, Code 1995, 

17 are amended to read as follows: 

18 1. Any person not certified as required by this chapter 

19 who claims to be an ad~afteed emergency medical care providpr, 

20 or who uses any other term to indicate or imply that the 

21 person is an ad~afteed emergency medical care provider, or who 

22 acts as an ad~afteed emergency medical care provider without 

23 having obtained the appropriate certificate under this 

24 chapter, is guilty of a class "0" felony. 

25 2. An owner of an unauthorized ambulance, rescue, or first 

26 response service in this state who operates or purports to 

27 operate an atl~hor±zed ambulance, rescue, or first response 

28 service, or who uses any term to indicate or imply ~tleh 

29 authorization without having obtained the appropriate 

30 authorization under this chapter, is guilty of a class "0" 

31 felony. 

32 Sec. 21. Section l47A.12, subsection 1, Code ~995, is 

33 amended to read as follows: 

34 1. This chapter does not restrict a registered nurse, 

35 licensed pursuant to chapter 152, from staffing an authorized 
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1 ambulance, rescue, or first response service provided the 

2 registered nurse can document equivalency through education 

3 and additional skills training essential in the delivery of 

4 preho~pieax out-of-hospital emergency care. The equivalency 

5 shall be accepted when: 

6 a. Documentation has been reviewed and approved at the 

7 local level by the medical director of the ambulance, rescue, 

8 or first response service in accordance with the rules of the 

9 board of nursing developed jointly with the board-o~-med±eax 

10 ~xaminer~ department. 

11 b. Authorization has been granted to that ambulance, 

12 rescue, or first response service by the department. 

13 Sec. 22. Section 147A.13, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

14 follows: 

15 147A.13 PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT EXCEPTION. 

16 This chapter does not restrict a physician assistant, 

17 licensed pursuant to chapter 148C, from staffing an authorized 

18 ambulance, rescue, or first response service if the physician 

19 assistant can document equivalency through education and 

20 additional skills training essential in the delivery of 

21 preho~p±eax out-of-hospital emergency care. The equivalency 

22 shall be accepted when: 

23 1. Documentation has been reviewed and approved at the 

24 local level by the medical director of the ambulance, rescue, 

25 or first response service in accordance with the rules of the 

26 board of physician assistant examiners developed jointly with 

27 the department. 

28 2. Authorization has been granted to that ambulance, 

29 rescue, or first response service by the department. 

30 Sec. 23. Section 1528.11, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 

31 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

32 This section does not apply to persons who are licensed to 

33 practice a health profession covered by chapter 147 or to any 

34 person who performs respiratory care procedures as a first 

35 responder, emergency rescue technician, emergeney-medieax 
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1 ~eeh~±e±a~-ambtlla~ee7-~rl~aneed emergency medical care 

2 provider, or other person functioning as part of a rescue unit 

3 or in a hospital as authorized by chapter 147A, or to persons 

4 whose function with respect to respiratory care is limited to 

5 the home delivery and connection of oxygen tanks. 

6 Sec. 24. Section 232.68, subsection 5, Code 1995, is 

7 amended to read as follows: 
8 5. "Health practitioner" includes a licensed physician and 

9 surgeon, osteopath, osteopathic physician and surgeon, 

10 dentist, optometrist, podiatrist or chiropractor; a resident 

11 or intern in any of such professions; a licensed dental 

12 hygienist, a registered nurse or licensed practical nurse; and 

13 ~-ba~ie an emergency medical care provider ee~~±f±ed-tl~de~ 

14 ~ee~±o~-141.161-o~-an-ad~a~eed-eme~geney-medieal-ea~e-p~o~±de~ 

15 certified under section 147A.6. 

16 Sec. 25. Section 321.423, subsection 1, Code 1995, is 

17 amended to read as follows: 

18 1. DEFINITIONS. As used in this section, unless the 

19 context otherwise requires: 

20 a. "Advaneed-eme1"geney Emergency medical care provider" 

21 means as defined in section 147A.l. 

22 b.--llBa~±e-eme~geney-med±eal-ea1"e-p1"ov±de1"ll-mean~-a~ 

23 def±ned-±n-~ee~±on-141.1. 

24 e. b. "Fire department" means a paid or volunteer fire 

25 protection service provided by a benefited fire district under 

26 chapter 357B or by a county, municipality or township, or a 

27 private corporate organization that has a valid contract to 

28 provide fire protection service for a benefited fire district, 

29 county, municipality, township or governmental agency. 

30 d. c. "Member" means a person who is a member in good 

31 standing of a fire department or a person who is an ad~aneed 

32 o1"-ba~±e emergency medical care provider employed by an 

33 ambulance, rescue, or first responder service. 

34 Sec. 26. Section 724.6, subsection 2, Code 1995, is 

35 amended to read as follows: 
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1 2. Notwithstanding subsection 1, fire fighters, as defined 

2 in section 411.1, subsection 9, airport fire fighters included 

3 under section 97B.49, subsection 16, paragraph "b", 

4 subparagraph (2), emergeftey-mediea~-eeehftieiaftg-ambtl~aftee-aftd 

5 emergency rescue technicians, ag-defifted-ift-geeeioft-~4~.~7 and 

6 ad~afteed emergency medical care providers, as defined in 

7 section 147A.1, shall not, as a condition of employment, be 

8 required to obtain a permit under this section. However, the 

9 provisions of this subsection shall not apply to a person 

10 designated as an arson investigator by the chief fire officer 

11 of a political subdivision. 

12 Sec. 27. Section 147.161, Code 1995, is repealed. 

13 EXPLANATION 

14 This bill consolidates Code regulation of emergency medical 

15 services (EMS) into chapter 147A, eliminating previous 

16 references to basic EMS providers in chapter 147 and other 

17 sections of the Code. An EMS advisory council is established 

18 to advise the director on policy and administration. The bill 

19 requires the department to inspect and license all EMS 

20 services. Those services previously not regulated which 

21 experience undue hardship with immediately complying with 

22 these regulations may be granted variances by the director. 

23 The bill allows the department to define by rule the skills of 

24 the three levels of EMS providers and clarifies the role of 

25 the EMS provider. 

26 Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 16, 17, 20, 23, 

27 24, 25, 26, and 27 make necessary terminology changes 

28 consistent with the bill. 

29 Section 9 amends definitions. The term "EMS provider" is 

30 expanded to include all levels of provider. The emergency 

31 rescue technician and instructor certification is added. 

32 Emergency medical services and nonemergency medical services 

33 are defined. 

34 Sections 10 and 11 establish the EMS advisory council. 

35 Section 12 applies service regulations to all EMS service 

-15-
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1 providers and allows the director to grant variances in cases 

2 of hardship. 

3 Section 15 allows the department to issue, deny, revoke, or 

4 suspend EMS provider certificates. 

5 Section 18 states that the department shall adopt medical 

6 care procedures which can be started by EMS personnel before 

7 remote supervision commences or in the failure of remote 

8 supervision. 

9 Section 19 adds registered nurses to EMS personnel who are 

10 exempt from liability if following orders from a physician, 

11 physician's designee, advanced registered nurse practitioner, 

12 or physician assistant at the scene of an emergency and adds 

13 registered nurses and advanced registered nurse practitioners 

14 to those individuals not subject to civil liability only for 

15 not obtaining consent before starting emergency aid. 

16 Sections 21 and 22 establish the department as being 

17 jointly responsible for developing rules governing nurses and 

18 physician assistants in emergency care roles. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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SENATE FILE 178 
FISCAL NOTE 

A fiscal note for Senate File 178 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 
17. Data used in developing this fiscal note is available from the Legislative 
Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request. 

Senate File 178 consolidates Code regulation of emergency medical services 
(EMS), establishes an advisory council, and requires the Department of Public 
Health to inspect and license all EMS services. The bill applies service 
regulations to all EMS service providers and allows the director to grant 
var1ances 1n cases of hardship, allows the board to issue, deny, revoke, or 
suspend EMS provider certificates, and establishes the Department as 
responsible for developing rules governing nurses and physician assistants 1n 
emergency care roles. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. The upgrading of existing emergency 
level defined by this legislation 
continuing education requirements. 
two years. 

medical technicians to the new basic 
can be accomplished through current 

The training upgrade will occur over 

2. Four ambulances would not meet current standards, however, language in the 
bill would allow an exemption until such time as the ambulances are 
replaced. Essential equipment is currently carried by all 69 basic 
ambulance serV1ces, except for defibrillators. If defibrillators are 
required by the new definition, an additional $5,000 cost per unit would 
be incurred. 

3. Revenues currently assigned to training by the Department would continue 
to be allocated to the new system. The budget for FY 1996 includes 
$685,000 (of which $25,000 is federal money) for EMS training and 
development. These funds are currently allocated to all 99 counties based 
on formula. The counties would have to prioritize education requirements 
specified in this legislation for two years, at which time all services 
should meet Code. Any additional existing revenue not expended for this 
legislation would continue to be utilized for continuing education of 
emergency medical service providers. 

4. An estimated 348 individuals would require additional training to meet new 
standards at an average cost of $500 each for basic ambulance services 
resulting in a $174,000 tra1n1ng cost. There are approximately 11,554 
first responders and emergency medical technicians that would require 
training at $75 each resulting in a $866,550 additional training cost. 

5. The Iowa Communication Network (ICN) would be utilized to reduce costs and 
standardize the updated training. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
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This legislation will not require additional General Funds. Current funds 
exist for EMS training which may be applied to this legislation. The counties 
receiving grant money from the Department will have to prioritize these 
training initiatives for approximately two years, and then return to normal 
EMS continuing education priorltles. Total training expenditures will be 
approximately $520,000. The current Department of Public Health EMS training 
budget used by counties for continuing education is $685,000, including $25,000 
1n federal funds. The balance of $165,000 may be used for normal continuing 
educational requirements. 

SOURCES: 
Department of Public Health (LSB 1851SV, MME) 

FILED MARCH 21, 1995 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 



SENATE FILE 178 
5-3080 

1 Amend Senate File 178 as follows: 
2 1. Page 5, line 28, by inserting after the 

'''ph¥sicians,''. the following: "Iowa physician 
assIstant soclety,". 

2. Page 13, line 26, by striking the word 
"'jointly" and inserting the following: "after 
consultation". 

word 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

3. Page 14, line 12, 
~nurse;" the following: 

by inserting after the word 
"a physician assistant;". 

By JOHNIE HAMMOND 

5-3080 FILED MARCH 1, 1995 
a----/~ 3-!'-;;;;t-'7s­
~---cT - - - ( p. 794.) 

SENATE FILE 178 
5-3095 

1 Amend Senate File 178 as follows: 
2 1. Page 2, by striking lines.3? throu9 h 34 an? . 
3 inserting the following: "technIcIan tralnee7-en%y-~£ 
4 an-a9reement-±~-reaehed-between-~tleh-wor~e~-er 
5 ~mployee-and-the-employer-!or-whom-the-~o~tlnt~ee 
6 ~erv±ee~-are-pro~ided-that-wor~er~~-eompen~ae~on 
7ee~erage-tlnder-ehapter~-a57-a5A7~end-8SB-±~-to-be 
8 prov±ded-by-the-employer. A-ba~~e-or-edvaneed An 
9 emergency medical care". 

10 2. Page 6, by striking lines 19 through 30. 
By STEWART IVERSON, Jr. 

5-3095 FILED MARCH 2, 1995 

SENATE FILE 178 
5-3.144 

1 Amend Senate File 178 as follows: 
2 1. Page 7, line 3, by inserting after the word 
3 ·'requirements." the following: "The department shall 
4 adopt rules to recognize the previous EMS training and 
5 experience of first responders and emergency medical 
6 technicians certified prior to July 1, 1995, to 
7 provide for an equitable transition to the EMT-basic 
8 certification. The department may require additional 
9 training and examinations as necessary and appropriate 

10 to ensure that individuals seeking certification have 
11 met the EMT-basic knowledge and skill requirements." 

By JOHNIE HAM.¥ONO. _ .. , . < J 

S-3144 FILED MARCH 20, 1995 

~9?0~ 
3.., :Z7-7S- • 



SENATE FILE 178 
S-3152 

1 Amend Senate File 178 as follows: 
2 1. Page 5, by striking lines 5 and 6 and 
3 inserting the following: "determined in rules in 
4 accordance with chapter l7A by the director and 
5 subject to the approval of the state board of health." 

S-3152 FILED MARCH 21, 1995 

~ 3'---;2:Z=-""1~~:sr:----, (P. "799) 

By BERL E. PRIEBE 
STEWART IVERSON, Jr. 

SENATE FILE 178 
S-3177 

1 Amend Senate File 178 as follows: 
2 1. Page 6, by inserting after line 30 the 
3 following: 
4 "An ambulance service operating on or before July 
5 1, 1995, is not subject to the requirements of this 
£) chapter." 

By STEWART IVERSON, Jr. 

S-3177 FILED MARCH 22, 1995 IJ' 3 q 
ADOPTED 3/;J~/qy _ ~ eli f<./c... ~ ~ ~ I~ -2.7~ s-

CI>.1q~ ~ 5-3 17/ ~ W~ ?-2.7-':::;-
SENATE FILE 178 -;;.-- ( p, ~7V 

S-3l82 ~ 
1 Amend Senate File 178 as follows: 
2 1. Page 15, by inserting after line 12 the 
3 following: 
4 "Sec. COSTS PAID BY IOWA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
5 HEALTH. The Iowa department of public health shall 
6 pay any additional costs incurred by a political 
7 subdivision after the effective date of this Act and 
8 as a result of this Act." 
9 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

By O. GENE MADDOX 

5-3182 FILED MARCH 22, 1995 

WITHDRAWN 
3~ '27- q~ 

(f. 873) 



SENATE FILE 178 
S-3233 

1 Amend Senate File 178 as follows: 
2 1. Page 11, by striking lines 19 and 20 and 
3 inser t ing the following: "cert if ied aci'ltaneeci 
4 emergency medical care provider, registered nurse, or 
5 licensed practical nurse at the scene of an emergency, 
6 and an". 
7 2. Page 11, by striking line 22 and inserting the 
8 following: "provider, registered nurse, or licensed 
9 practical nurse following the orders, are not". 

10 3. Page 11, line 28, by inserting after the words 
11 "registered nurse," the following" "licensed 
12 practical nurse,". 
13 4. Page 12, line 3, by inserting after the word 
14 "nurse," the following: "licensed practical nurse,". 
15 5. Page 12, line 8, by inserting after the word 
16 "nurse," the following: "1 icensed pr act ical nurse,". 

S-3233 FILED MARCH 27, 1995 
ADOPTED 

(~'if1V 

By STEWART IVERSON, Jr. 

SENATE FILE 178 
S-3228 

1 Amend Senate File 178 as follows: 
2 1. Page 6, line 27, by inserting after the word 
3 "compliance" the following: "during a period not to 
4 exceed seven years". 

S-3228 FILED MARCH 27, 1995 
ADOPTED 

(p. 'if7V 

By STEWART IVERSON, Jr. 

SENATE FILE 178 
S-3227 

1 Amend the amendment, S-3l44, to Senate File 178, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 6, by striking the words and 
4 figures "certified prior to July 1, 1995,". 

S-3227 FILED MARCH 27, 1995 
ADOPTED 

( P, t7V 

By STEWART IVERSON, Jr. 

s 



SENATE FILE I~ 
BY COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES 

(SUCCESSOR TO SSB 55) 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 27, 1995) 

- New Language by the Senate 

\f.\\'Sr\) (f! 3) 
senate~Date 4/J'4/'1::r- Passed Houk~:/~?te '7/lo/9S-Passed 

Ayes 5 () Nays 0 vote: Ayes 9b Nays .--=0'---__ 

Approved ~j I'l, ("I "15 
vote: 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to emergency medical services. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

3 

4 

5 

G 

SENATE FILE 178 
H-3G83 

1 Amend Senate File 178, as amended, passed, and re-
2 printed by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 5, line 29, by inserting after the word 
4 "society," the following: "Iowa academy of family 
5 physicians,". 

By BLODGETT of Cerro Gordo 
H-3G83 FILED APRIL 3, 1995 
?C-~ ¥-/Cl-,?..s- (R13R,;J 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 178 

S-3384 
1 Amend Senate File 178, as amended, passed, and re­

printed by the Senate, as follows: 2 
3 
4 
5 

1. Page 5, line 29, by inserting after the word 
"society," the following: "Iowa academy of family 
physicians,". 

~ ~ f/.419~ RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-3384 FILED APRIL 11, 1995(f.l\'S1) 

fA 
• 

. '" -.o.~,,~~. 

-.1 
-a 
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1 Section 1. Section 68B.2A, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 

2 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

3 a. The outside employment or activity involves the use of 

4 the state's or the political subdivision's time, facilities, 

5 equipment, and supplies or the use of the state or political 

6 subdivision badge, uniform, business card, or other evidences 

7 of office or employment to give the person or member of the 

8 person's immediate family an advantage or pecuniary benefit 

9 that is not available to other similarly situated members or 

10 classes of members of the general public. This paragraph does 

11 not apply to off-duty peace officers who provide private duty 

12 security or fire fighters or ba~~e-o~-advane~d emergency 

13 medical care providers certified under chapter ±47-0~ l47A who 

14 provide private duty fire safety or emergency medical services 

15 while carrying their badge or wearing their official uniform, 

16 provided that the person has secured the prior approval of the 

17 agency or political subdivision in which the person is 

18 regularly employed to engage in the activity. For purposes of 

19 this subsection, a person is not "similarly situated" merely 

20 by being or being related to a person who serves or is 

21 employed by the state or a political subdivision of the state. 

22 Sec. 2. Section 85.36, subsection 10, paragraph a, Code 

23 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

24 a. In computing the compensation to be allowed a volunteer 

25 fire fighter, ba~~e-o~-advane~d emergency medical care 

26 provider, or reserve peace officer, the earnings as a fire 

27 fighter, ba~~e-o~-advane~d emergency medical care provider, or 

28 reserve peace officer shall be disregarded and the volunteer 

29 fire fighter, ba~~e-o~-advaneed emergency medical care 

30 provider, or reserve peace officer shall be paid an amount 

31 equal to the compensation the volunteer fire fighter, ba~~e-o~ 

32 advaneed emergency medical care provider, or reserve peace 

33 officer would be paid if injured in the normal course of the 

34 volunteer fire fighter's, ba~~e-o~-advaneed emergency medical 

35 care provider's, or reserve peace officer's regular employment 

-1-
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1 or an amount equal to one hundred and forty percent ~f the 

2 statewide average weekly wage, whichever is greater. 

3 Sec. 3. Section 85.61, subsection 2, Code 1995, is amended 

4 to read as follows: 

5 2. "Employer" includes and applies to a person f fiem, 

6 association, or corporation, state, county, municipal 

7 corporation, school corporation, area education agency, 

8 township as an employer of volunteer fire fighters and bes±e 

9 o~-ed~aneed emergency medical care providers only, benefited 

10 fire district, and the legal representatives of a deceased 

11 employer. "Employer" includes and applies to a rehabilitation 

12 facility approved for purchase-of-service contracts or for 

13 referrals by the department of human services or the 

14 department of education. 

15 Sec. 4. Section 85.61, subsection 7, unnumbered paragraph 

16 3, Code 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

17 Personal injuries sustained by bas±e-eme~~ene!-med±eai-ea~e 

18 ~~o~±de~~,-a~-de€±ned-±n-seee±on-t4~7t,-o~-b!-ad~aneed 

19 emergency medical care providers as defined in section 147A.l, 

20 arise in the course of employment if the injuries are 

21 sustained at any time from the time the emergency medical care 

22 providers are summoned to duty until the time those duties 

23 have been fully discharged. 

24 Sec. 5. Section 85.61, subsection 11, unnumbered paragraph 

25 3, Code 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

26 "Worker" or "employee" includes a-ba~±e an emergency 

27 medical care ~~o~±de~-a~-de€±ned-±n-~eee±on-t4~7t,-an-ad~aneed 

28 eme~~ene!-med±eat-ea~e provider as defined in section 147A.l, 

29 a volunteer ambulance driver, or an emergency medical 

30 technician trainee, only if an agreement is reached between 

31 such worker or employee and the employer for whom the 

32 volunteer services are provided that workers' compensation 

33 coverage under chapters 85, 85A, and 858 is to be provided by 

34 the employer. A-bas±e-o~-ad~aneed An emergency medical care 

35 provider who is a worker or employee under this paragraph is 

-2-
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1 not a casual employee. "Volunteer ambulance driver" means a 

2 person performing services as a volunteer ambulance driver at 

3 the request of the person in charge of a fire department or 

4 ambulance service of a municipality. "Emergency medical 

5 technician trainee" means a person enrolled in and training 

6 for emergency medical technician certification. 

7 Sec. 6. Section l39B.l, sUbsection 1, paragraph d, Code 

8 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

9 d. "Emergency care provider" means a person who is trained 

10 and authorized by federal or state law to provide emergency 

11 medical assistance or treatment, for compensation or in a 

12 voluntary capacity, including but not limited to, all of the 
13 following: 

14 tit--A-ba~ie-emer~eftey-eare-pro~ider-a~-defifted-ift-~eeeioft 

15 i4=r-d:. 

16 tzt i!l An ad~afteed emergency medical care provider as 

17 defined in section 147A.l. 

18 

19 

20 

t3t ill 
t4t ill 
t5t ill 

A health care provider as defined in this section. 

A fire fighter. 

A peace officer. 

21 "Emergency care provider" also includes a person who 

22 renders direct emergency aid without compensation. 

23 Sec. 7. Section 141.22A, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 

24 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

25 a. "Emergency care provider" means a person who is trained 

26 and authorized by federal or state law to provide emergency 

27 medical assistance or treatment, for compensation or in a 

28 voluntary capacity, including but not limited to all of the 
29 following: 

30 tit--A-ba~ie-emergeftey-mediea!-eare-pro~ider-a~-defifted-ift 

31 ~eeeioft-i47.i. 

32 t~t i!l An ad~afteed emergency medical care provider as 
33 defined in section 147A.I. 
34 

35 
t3t ill 
t4t ill 

A health care provider as defined in this section. 

A fire fighter. 

-3-
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1 t5t 1!l A peace officer. 

2 "Emergency care provider" also includes Cl person wLo 

3 renders emergency aid without compensation. 

4 Sec. 8. Section 147.1, Code 1995, is amended by striking 

5 subsections 1, 3, 4, and 6. 

6 Sec. 9. Section l47A.l, Code 1995, is amended by striking 

7 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

8 l47A.l DEFINITIONS. 

9 As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 

10 requires: 

11 1. "Board" means the board of medical examiners appointed 

12 pursuant to section 147.14, subsection 2. 

13 2. "Department 1l means the Iowa department of public 

14 health. 

15 3. "Director" means the director of the Iowa department of 

16 public health. 

17 4. "Emergency medical care" means such medical procedures 

18 as: 

19 a. Administration of intravenous solutions. 

20 b. Intubation. 

21 c. Performance of cardiac defibrillation and synchronized 

22 cardioversion. 

23 d. Administration of emergency drugs as provided by rule 

24 by the department. 

25 e. Any other medical procedure approved by the department, 

26 by rule, as appropriate to be performed by emergency medical 

27 care providers who have been trained in that procedure. 

28 5. "Emergency medical care provider" means an individual 

29 trained to provide emergency and nonemergency medical care at 

30 the first-responder, EMT-basic, EMT-intermediate, EAT-

31 paramedic level, or other certification levels adopted by rule 

32 by the department, who has been issued a certificate by the 

33 department. 

34 6. "Emergency medical services"· or "EMS" means an 

35 integrated medical care delivery system to provide emergency 

-4-

.. 



S.F. _/;;...;::1 __ j~ H. F. 

1 and nonemergency medical care at the scene or during out-of-

2 hospital patient transportation in an ambulance. 

3 7. "Emergency medical services instructor" means an 

4 individual who has successfully completed an EMS curriculum 

5 determined in rules in accordance with~~~~~vl7A by the 

6 director and SIt/loQ~i to the agproval of the st/,.~:;, board of 
7 health. 

8 8. "Emergency rescue technician" or "ERT" means an 

9 individual trained in various rescue tech:1iques including, but 

10 not limited to, extrication from vehicles and agricultural 

11 rescue, and who has successfully completed a curriculum 

12 approved by the department in cooperation with the Iowa fire 

13 service institute. 

14 9. "First responder" or IIFRII means an individual trained 

15 in patient-stabilizing techniques, through the use of initial 

16 emergency medical care procedures and skills prior to the 

17 arrival of an ambulance, pursuant to rules established by the 

18 department and who is currently certified as a first responder 

19 by the department. 

20 10. IIPhysician" means an individual licensed under chapter 

21 148, 150, or 150A. 

22 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 147A.2 COUNCIL ESTABLISHED --

23 TERMS OF OFFICE. 

24 An EMS advisory council shall be appointed by the director. 

25 Membership of the council shall be comprised of individuals 

26 nominated from, but not limited to, the following state or 

27 national organizations: Iowa osteopathic medical association, 

28 Iowa medical society, American college of emergency 

29 physicians, Iowa physician assistant society, university of 

30 Iowa hospitals and clinics, Iowa EMS association, Iowa 

31 firemen's association, Iowa professional firefighters, EMS 

32 education programs committee, EMS regional council, Iowa 

33 nurses association, Iowa hospital association, and the Iowa 

34 state association of counties. 

35 The EMS advisory council shall advise the director and 
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1 develop policy recommendations concerning the re~11l2:· ior', 

2 administration, and coordination of emergency med).cal ~erv~ces 

3 in the state. 

4 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. l47A.3 MEETINGS OF TH~ COUNCIL --

5 QUORUM -- EXPENSES. 

6 Membership, terms of office, quorum, and expenses shall be 

7 determined by the director pursuant to chapter 135. 

8 Sec. 12. Section 147A.4, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 

10 147A.4 RULEMAKING AUTHORITY. 

11 1. The department shall adopt rules required or authorized 

12 by this chapter pertaining to the operation of ambulance, 

13 rescue, and first response services which have received 

14 authorization under section 147A.5 to utilize the services of 

15 certified ~d~~need emergency medical care providers. These 

16 rules shall include, but need not be limited to, requirements 

17 concerning physician supervision, necessary equipment and 

18 staffing, and reporting by ambulance, rescue, and first 

19 response services which have received the authorization 

20 pursuant to section l47A.5. 

21 The director, pursuant to rule, may grant exceptions and 

22 variances from the requirements of rules adopted under this 

23 chapter for any ambulance, rescue, or first response service. 

24 Exceptions or variations shall be reasonably related to undue 

25 hardships which existing services experience in comp~¥ing with 

26 this chapter or the rules adopted pursuant to this chapter. 

27 However, no exception or variance may be granted unless the 

28 service has adopted a plan approved by the department prior to 

29 July 1, 1996, to achieve compliance during a period not to 
7 

30 exceed seven years with this chapter and rules adopted 

31 pursuant to this chapter. Services requesting exceptions and 

32 variances shall be subject to other applicable rules adopted 

33 pursuant to this chapter. 

34 2. The department shall adopt rules required or authorized 

35 by this chapter pertaining to the examination and 

-6-
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1 certification of aa~a~eea emergency medical care providers. 

2 These rules shall include, but need not be limited to, 

3 requirements concerning prerequisites, training, and 

4 experience for aa~aneea emergency medical care providers and 

5 procedures for determining when individuals have met these 

6 requirements. The department shall ado£.!:.. rule~; to recognize 

7 the previous EMS trai:1ing and experience <f._frlSl.' responders 
......... p;;;:;:;;:; ....... 6iWP ............ 4Q4Q46 ... usa:; .~. ~-~.::, .::s:aa::::::::_, .. ,$ 

8 and emergency medical technicians to p~ov~de fur an equitable 

9 transltion to the EMT-basic certificatTOn:Ti1e-"department may 
_ c. 641= ;; ~_-"",'i~. ~-. r.<_-' ~'7"~'.,_,,,,,,,,,",_""""""" ~ .....-.~ 

10 require additional training and examinations as necessary and 

11 appropriate to ensure that individuals seeking certification 

12 have met the EMT-basi~z knowi:lge and sktil~equirements. The 

13 department shall consult with the board concerning these 

14 rules. 

15 3. The department shall establish the fee for the 

16 examination of the aa~aneea emergency medical care providers 

17 to cover the administrative costs of the examination program. 

18 Sec. 13. Section 147A.5, subsections 1 and 3, Code 1995, 

19 are amended to read as follows: 

20 1. An ambulance, rescue, or first response service in this 

21 state, that desires to provide aa~aneea emergency medical care 

22 in the ~~e~o~~±~a± out-of-hospital setting, shall apply to the 

23 department for authorization to establish a program tlt±±±~±n~ 

24 ee~t±£±ea-aa~aneea-eme~~eney-mea±ea±-ea~e-~~o~±ae~~ for 

25 delivery of the care at the scene of an emergency, during 

26 transportation to a hospital, during transfer from one medical 

27 care facility to another or to a private residence, or while 

28 in the hospital emergency department, and until care is 

29 directly assumed by a physician or by authorized hospital 

30 personnel. 

31 3. The department may deny an application for 

32 authorization to-e~tab±±~~-a-~~o~~am-tlt±±±~±n~-t~e-~er~±ee~-o£ 

33 ee~t±£±ea-aa~aneea-eme~~eney-mea±ea±-ea~e-p~o~±aer~, or may 

34 place on probation, suspend, or revoke existing authorization 

35 if the department finds reason to believe the program has not 

-7-
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1 been or will not be operated in compliance with this chapter 

2 and the rules adopted pursuant to this chapter, or that there 

3 is insufficient assurance of adequate protection for the 

4 public. The denial or period of probation, suspension, or 

5 revocation shall be effected and may be appealed as provided 

6 by section l7A.12. 

7 Sec. 14. Section 147A.6, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

8 follows: 

9 . 147A.6 ABVAN€EB EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE PROVIDER 

10 CERTIFICATES.-- RENEWAL. 

11 1. The department, upon application and receipt of the 

12 prescribed fee, shall issue a certificate a~~~~e±M9-eo-~~~ 

13 ~~ai±f±eae±oM~-of to an individual who has met all of the 

14 requirements for ad~aMe~d emergency medical care provider 

15 certification established by the rules adopted under section 

16 147A.4~ subsection 2. 

17 2. Ad~aMeed-~me~9~Mey Emergency medical care provider 

18 certificates are valid for the multiyear period determined by 

19 the department, unless sooner suspended or revoked. The 

20 certificate shall be renewed upon application of the holder 

21 and receipt of the prescribed fee if the holder has 

22 satisfactorily completed continuing medical education programs 

23 as required by rule. 

24 Sec. 15. Section 147A.7, subsection 1, unnumbered 

25 paragraph 1, Code 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

26 The boa~d department may deny an application for issuance 

27 or renewal of an ad~aMe~d emergency medical care provider 

28 certificate, or suspend or revoke the certificate when it 

29 finds that the applicant or certificate holder is guilty of 

30 any of the following acts or offenses: 

31 Sec. 16. Section 147A.7, subsection 1, paragraphs j and k, 

32 Code 1995, are amended to read as follows: 

33 j. Violating a statute of this state, another state, or 

34 the United States, without regard to its designat~on as either 

35 a felony or misdemeanor, which relates to the practice of an 
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1 ad~aneed emergency medical care provider. A copy of the 

2 record of conviction or plea of guilty is conclusive evidence 

3 of the violation. 

4 k. Having certification to practice as an ad~aneed 

5 emergency medical care provider revoked or suspended, or 

6 having other disciplinary action taken by a licensing or 

7 certifying authority of another state, territory, or country. 

8 A certified copy of the record or order u{ sus~ension, 

9 revocation, or disciplinary action is conclusive or prima 

10 facie evidence. 

11 Sec. 17. Section l47A.8, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 l47A.8 AUTHORITY OF CERTIFIED A9VAN€E9 EMERGENCY MEDICAL 

14 CARE PROVIDER. 

15 An ad~aneed emergency medical care provider properly 

16 certified under this chapter may: 

17 1. Render ad~aneed emergency and nonemergency medical 

18 care, rescue, and lifesaving services in those areas for which 

19 the ad~aneed emergency medical care provider is certified, as 

20 defined and approved in accordance with the rules of the 

21 department, at the scene of an emergency, during 

22 transportation to a hospital or while in the hospital 

23 emergency department, and until care is directly assumed by a 

24 physician or by authorized hospital personnel. 

25 2. Function in any hospital when: 

26 a. Enrolled as a student or participating as a preceptor 

27 in a training program approved by the department; or 

28 b. Fulfilling continuing education requirements as defined 
29 by rule; or 

30 c. Employed by or assigned to a hospital as a member of an 

31 authorized ambulance, rescue, or first response service, by 

32 rendering lifesaving services in the facility in which 

33 employed or assigned pursuant to the ad~aneed emergency 

34 medical care provider's certification and under the direct 

35 supervision of a physician, physic Lan assistant, or registered 
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1 nurse. An 8d~a"eed emergency medical care provider shall not 

2 routinely function without the direct supervision of a 

3 physician, physician assistant, or registered nurse. However, 

4 when the physician, physician assistant, or regi~tered nurse 

5 cannot directly assume emergency care of the patient, the 

6 8d~a"eed emergency medical care provider may perform without 

7 direct supervision 8d~e"eed emergency medical care procedures 

8 for which that individual is certified if the life of the 

9 patient is in immediate danger and such care is required to 

10 preserve the patient's life; or 

11 d. Employed by or assigned to a hospital as a member of an 

12 authorized ambulance, rescue, or first response service to 

13 perform nonlifesaving procedures for which those individuals 

14 have been trained and are designated in a written job 

15 description. Such procedures may be performed after the 

16 patient is observed by and when the ad~a"eed emergency medical 

17 care provider is under the supervision of the physician, 

18 physician assistant, or registered nurse and where the 

19 procedure may be immediately abandoned without risk to the 

20 patient. 

21 The department shall consult with the board concerning 

22 rules and training requirements related to this section. 

23 Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to require any 

24 voluntary ambulance, rescue, or first response service to 

25 provide a level of care beyond minimum basic care standards. 

26 Sec. 18. Section 147A.9, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

27 follows: 

28 l47A.9 REMOTE SUPERVISION OF ABVANeEB EMERGENCY MEDICAL 

29 CARE PROVIDERS -- EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION FAILURE 

30 AUTHORIZATION 9F-fMMEBfAPE-bfFESAVfN6 TO INITIATE EMERGENCY 

31 MEDICAL CARE PROCEDURES. 

32 1. When voice contact or a telemetered electrocardiogram 

33 is monitored by a physician, physician's designee, or 

34 physician assistant, and direct communication is maintained, 

35 an ed~e"eed emergency medical care provider may upon order of 
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1 the monitoring physician or upon standing orders of a 

2 physician transmitted by the monitoring physician's designee 

3 or physician assistant perform any ~d~~"e~d emergency medical 

4 care procedure for which that ~d~~"eed em~rgency medical care 

5 provider is certified. 

6 2. If communications fail during an emergency or 

7 nonemergency situation, the ~d~~"eed emergency medical care 

8 provider may perform any ~d~~"eed emergency medical care 

9 procedure for which that individual is certified and which is 

10 included in written protocols if in the judgment of the 

11 ~d~~"e~d emergency medical care provider the life of the 

12 patient is in immediate danger and such care is required to 

13 preserve the patient's life. 

14 3. The department shall adopt rules to authorize th~ 

15 ~"~t~ttlt~O"-o~-~~~e~~~~"~ medical care procedures which can be 

16 initiated in accordance with written protocols ~"-~"~t~"ee~ 

17 wh~~~ prior to the establishment of communication ~"-~~ett-o~ 

18 ~mm~d~~te-~et~o"-m~y-e~tl~~-p~t~e"t-h~~m-o~-de~th. 

19 4. The department shall consult with the board concerning 

20 rules related to this section. 

21 Sec. 19. Section 147A.IO, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

22 follows: 

23 147A.IO EXEMPTIONS FROM LIABILITY IN CERTAIN 

24 CIRCUMSTANCES. 

25 1. A physician, physician's designee, advanced registered 

26 nurse practitioner, or physician assistant, who gives orders, 

27 either directly or via communications equipment from some 

28 other point, or via standing protocols to an appropriately 

29 certified ~d~~"e~d emergency medical care provider, registered 

30 nurse, or licensed practical nurse at the scene of an 

31 emergency, and an appropriately certified ~d~~"eed emergency 

32 medical care provider, registered nurse, or licensed practical 

33 nurse fOllowing the orders, are not subject to criminal 

34 liability by reason of having issued or executed the orders, 

35 anc are not liable for civil damages for acts or omissions 
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1 relating to the issuance or execution of the orders unless the 

2 acts or omissions constitute recklessness. 

3 2. A physician, physician's designee, advanc~d registered 

4 nurse practi tioner , physician assistant, E.e..9 is~~ ed nurse, 

5 licensed practical nurse, or ~o~~fteeo emergency 2edical care 

6 provider shall not be subject to civil liability solely by 

7 reason of failure to obtain consent before rendering emergency 

8 medical, surgical, hospital or health services to any 

9 individual, regardless of age, when the patient is unable to 

10 give consent for any reason and there is no other person 

11 reasonably available who is legally authorized to consent to 

12 the providing of such care. 

13 3. An act of commission or omission of any appropriately 

14 certified ~o~~fteeo emergency medical care provider, registered 

15 nurse, licensed practical nurse, or physician assistant while 

16 rendering ~o~~neeo emergency medical care under the 

17 responsible supervision and control of a physician to a person 

18 who is deemed by them to be in immediate danger of serious 

19 injury or loss of life, shall not impose any liability upon 

20 the certified ~o~~neeo emergency medical care provider~ 

21 registered nurse, licensed practical nurse, or physician 

22 assistant, the supervising physician, physician designee, 

23 advanced registered nurse practitioner, or any hospital, or 

24 upon the state, or any county, city or other political 

25 subdivision, or the employees of any of these entities; 

26 provided that this section shall not relieve any person of 

27 liability for civil damages for any act of commission or 

28 omission which constitutes recklessness. 

29 Sec. 20. Section 147A.l1, subsections 1 and 2, Code 1995, 

30 are amended to read as follows: 

31 1. Any person not certified as required by this chapter 

32 who claims to be an ~o~~fteeo emergency medical care provider, 

33 or who uses any other term to indicate or imply that the 

34 person is an ~o~~fteeo emergency medical care provider, or who 

35 acts as an ~dvefteed emergency medical care provider without 
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1 having obtained the appropriate certificate under this 

2 chapter, is guilty of a class "0" felony. 

3 2. An owner of an unauthorized ambulance, rescue, or first 

4 response service in this state who operates or purports to 

5 operate an ~~~ho~±z~o ambulance, rescue, or first response 

6 service, or who uses any term to indicate or Lnply !!~el'l 

7 authorization without having obtained the appropriate 

8 authorization under this chapter, is guilcy of a class "0" 
9 felony. 

10 Sec. 21. Section l47A.12, subsection 1, Code 1995, is 

11 amended to read as follows: 

12 1. This chapter does not restrict a registered nurse, 

13 licensed pursuant to chapter 152, from staffing an authorized 

14 ambulance, rescue, or first response service provided the 

15 registered nurse can document equivalency~through education 

16 and additional skills training essential in the delivery of 

17 ~~~ho!!~±~~± out-of-hospital emergency care. The equivalency 

18 shall be accepted when: 

19 a. Documentation has been reviewed and approved at the 

20 local level by the medical director of the ambulance, rescue, 

21 or first response service in accordance with the rules of the 

22 board of nursing developed jointly with the bo~~o-o~-m~o±e~± 

23 ~x~m±n~~!! department. 

24 b. Authorization has been granted to that ambulance, 

25 rescue, or first response service by the department. 

26 Sec. 22. Section 147A.13, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

27 follows: 

28 147A.13 PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT EXCEPTION. 

29 This chapter does not restrict a physician assistant, 

30 licensed pursuant to chapter 148C, from staffing an authorized 

31 ambulance, rescue, or first response service if the physician 

32 assistant can document equivalency through education and 

33 additional skills training essential in the delivery of 

34 p~~ho~p±e~± out-of-hospital emergency care. The equivalency 

35 shall be accepted when: 
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1 1. Documentation has been reviewed and approved at the 

2 local level by the medical director of the ambulance, rescue, 

3 or first response service in accordance with the rules of the 
4 board of physician assistant examiners developed after 

5 consultation with the department. 

6 2. Xuthorization has been granted to that ambulance, 

7 rescue, or first response service by the department. 

8 Sec. 23. Section l52B.ll, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 

9 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

10 This section does not apply to persons who are licensed to 
11 practice a health profession covered by chapter 147 or to any 
12 person who performs respiratory care procedures as a first 

13 responder, emergency rescue technician, emerge~ey-mediee~ 

14 teeb~ieie~-embtlia~ee7-edve~eed emergency medical care 

15 provider, or other person functioning as part of a rescue unit 

16 or in a hospital as authorized by chapter 147A, or to persons 

17 whose function with respect to respiratory care is limited to 

18 the home delivery and connection of oxygen tanks. 
19 Sec. 24. Section 232.68, subsection 5, Code 1995, is 

20 amended to read as follows: 

21 5. "Health practitioner" includes a licensed physician and 

22 surgeon, osteopath, osteopathic physician and surgeon, 

23 dentist, optometrist, podiatrist or chiropractor; a resident 
24 or intern in any of such professions; a licensed dental 

25 hygienist, a registered nurse or licensed practical nurse; a -26 physician assistant; and e-be~ie an emergency medical care 
27 provider eerei~ied-tl~der-~eeeio~-~477i6i-or-e~-adva~eed 

28 emerge~ey-medieei-eere-~rovider certified under section 
29 147A.6. 

30 Sec. 25. Section 321.423, subsection 1, Code 1995, is 
31 amended to read as follows: 

32 1. DEFINITIONS. As used in this section, unless the 
33 context otherwise requires: 

34 a. "Adva~eed-emerge~ey Emergency medical care provider" 
35 means as defined in section 147A.l. 

-14-



S.F. 111 H.F. 

1 b~--llBa~±e-eme~~e~ey-med±eal-ea~e-~~ov±de~ll-mea~~-a~ 

2 de£±~ed-±~-~eee±o~-147~1~ 

3 e~ b. "Fire department" means a paid or volunteer fire 

4 protection service provided by a benefited fire district under 

5 chapter 357B or by a county, municipality or township, or a 

6 private corporate organization that has a valid contract to 

7 provide fire protection service for a benefited fire district, 

8 county, municipality, township or governmental agency. 

9 d~ c. "Member" means a person who is a member in good 
10 standing of a fire department or a person who is an adva~eed 

11 o~-ba~±e emergency medical care provider employed by an 

12 ambulance, rescue, or first responder service. 

13 Sec. 26. Section 724.6, subsection 2, Code 1995, is 

14 amended to read as follows: 

15 2. Notwithstanding subsection 1, fire fighters, as defined 

16 in section 411.1, subsection 9, airport fire fighters included 

17 under section 97B.49, subsection 16, paragraph "b", 

18 subparagraph (2), eme~~e~ey-med±eal-eee~~±e±aft~-ambtlla~ee-a~d 

19 emergency rescue technicians, a~-de£±~ed-±~-~eee±o~-147~17 and 

20 adva~eed emergency medical care providers, as defined in 

21 section 147A.1, shall not, as a condition of employment, be 

22 required to obtain a permit under this section. However, the 

23 provisions of this subsection shall not apply to a person 

24 designated as an arson investigator by the chief fire officer 

25 of a political subdivision. 

26 Sec. 27. Section 147.161, Code 1995, is repealed. 

27 Sec. 28. COSTS PAID BY IOWA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH. 

28 The Iowa department of public health shall pay any additional 

29 training and equipment costs, excluding vehicle costs, 

30 incurred by a political subdivision after the effective date 

31 of this Act and as a result of this Act. 
32 

33 

34 

35 
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"'" ", ..... 
1 Section 1. Sectiort!~$8B.2A, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 

~~,"", .. 
2 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

3 a. The outside employment or activity involves the use of 
4 the state's or the political subdivision's time, facilities, 

5 equipment, and supplies or the use of the state or political 
6 subdivision badge, uniform, business card, or other evidences 

7 of office or employment to give the person or member of the 
8 person's immediate family an advantage or pecuniary benefit 

9 that is not available to other similarly situated members or 

10 classes of members of the general public. This paragraph does 

11 not apply to off-duty peace officers who provide private duty 
12 security or fire fighters or besie-or-eaveneea emergency 

13 medical care providers certified under ehe~~er-%47-0r 147A who 
14 provide private duty fire safety or emergency medical services 

15 while carrying their badge or wearing their official uniform, 
16 provided that the person has secured the prior approval of the 

17 agency or political subdivision in which the person is 

18 regularly employed to engage in the activity. For purposes of 

19 this subsection, a person is not "similarly situated" merely 
20 by being or being related to a person who serves or is 

21 employed by the state or a political subdivision of the state. 
22 Sec. 2. Section 85.36, subsection 10, paragraph a, Code 

23 1995, is amended to read as follows: 
24 a. In computing the compensation to be allowed a volunteer 

25 fire fighter, besie-or-aavaneea emergency medical care 

26 provider, or reserve peace officer, the earnings as a fire 

27 fighter, besie-or-aavaneea emergency medical care provider, or 

28 reserve peace officer shall be disregarded and the volunteer 

29 fire fighter, basie-or-eaveneea emergency medical care 
30 provider, or reserve peace officer shall be paid an amount 

31 equal to the compensation the volunteer fire fighter, basie-or 
32 aaveneea emergency medical care provider, or reserve peace 

33 officer would be paid if injured in the normal course of the 
34 volunteer fire fighter's, basie-or-eaveneea emergency medical 

35 care provider's, or reserve peace officer's regular employment 
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1 or an amount equal to one hundred and forty percent of the 
2 statewide average weekly wage, whichever is greater. 

3 Sec. 3. Section 85.61, subsection 2, Code 1995, is amended 
4 to read as follows: 

5 2. "Employer" includes and applies to a person, firm, 
6 association, or corporation, state, county, municipal 

7 corporation, school corporation, area education agency, 
8 township as an employer of volunteer 'fire fighters and ba!ti-e 

9 er-advafteed emergency medical care providers only, benefited 
10 fire district, and the legal representatives of a deceased 

11 employer. "Employer" includes and applies to a rehabilitation 
12 facility approved for purchase-of-service contracts or for 

13 referrals by the department of human services or the 
14 department of education. 

15 Sec. 4. Section 85.61, subsection 7, unnumbered paragraph 

16 3, Code 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

17 Personal injuries sustained by ba!ti-e-emergeftey-med±ea~-eare 
18 ~rev±der!t,-a!t-deE±fted-±ft-!teee±oft-%47.%,-or-by-advafteed 

19 emergency medical care providers as defined in section 147A.l, 
20 arise in the course of employment if the injuries are 

21 sustained at any time from the time the emergency medical care 
22 providers are summoned to duty until the time those duties 

23 have been fully discharged. 

24 Sec. 5. Section 85.61, subsection 11, unnumbered paragraph 

25 3, Code 1995, is amended to read as follows: 
26 "Worker" or "employee" includes a-ba!ti-e an emergency 

27 medical care ~rovi-der-a!t-deEi-fted-i-ft-!teee±eft-%47.%,-aft-advafteed 
28 emergeftey-medi-ea~-eare provider as defined in section l47A.l, 

29 a volunteer a~bulance driver, or an emergency medical 
30 technician trainee, only if an agreement is reached between 

31 such worker or employee and the employer for whom the 

32 volunteer services are provided that workers' compensation 

33 coverage under chapters 85, 85A" and 85B is to be provided by 
34 the employer. A-ba!t±e-or-advafteed An emergency medical care 

35 provider who is a worker or employee under this paragraph is 
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1 not a casual employee. "Volunteer ambulance driver" means a 
2 person performing services as a volunteer ambulance driver at 

3 the request of the person in charge of a fire department or 
4 ambulance service of a municipality. "Emergency medical 

5 technician trainee" means a person enrolled in and training 

6 for emergency medical technician certification. 

7 Sec. 6. Section l39B.l, subsection 1, paragraph d, Code 
8 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

9 d. "Emergency care provider" means a person who is trained 
10 and authorized by federal or state law to provide emergency 

11 medical assistance or treatment, for compensation or in a 
12 voluntary capacity, including but not limited to, all of the 

13 following: 

14 tit--A-ba~ie-emergeftey-eare-~rovide~-a~-deEifted-ift-~ee~ioft 

15 i47.i. 
16 t~t ill An advaneed emergency medical care provider as 
17 defined in section l47A.l. 

18 t3t ~ A health care provider as defined in this section. 

19 t4t ill A fire fighter. 
20 tSt 1!l A peace officer. 

21 "Emergency care provider" also includes a person who 

22 renders direct emergency aid without compensation. 

23 Sec. 7. Section l4l.22A, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 
24 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

25 a. "Emergency care provider" means a person who is trained 
26 and authorized by federal or state law to provide emergency 

27 medical assistance or treatment, for compensation or in a 
28 voluntary capacity, including but not limited to all of the 

29 following: 

30 tit--A-ba~ie-emergeftey-medieai-eare-~rovider-as-deEifted-ift 

31 see~ioft-i47.i. 

32 t~t ill An advafteed emergency medical care provider as 

33 defined in section 147A.l. 

34 t3t ~ A health care provider as defined in this section. 

35 t4t ill A fire fighter. 
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1 t5t 1!l A peace officer. 
2 "Emergency care provider" also includes a person who 

3 renders emergency aid without compensation. 

4 Sec~ 8. Section 147.1, Code 1995, is amended by striking 

5 subsections 1, 3, 4, and 6. 
6 Sec. 9. Section 147A.1, Code 1995, is amended by striking 

7 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
8 147A.1 DEFINITIONS. 

9 As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 
10 requires: 

11 1. "Board" means the board of medical examiners appointed 

12 pursuant to section 147.14, subsection 2. 

13 2. "Department" means the Iowa department of public 
14 health. 

15 3. "Director" means the director of the Iowa department of 
16 public health. 

17 4. "Emergency medical care" means such medical procedures 
18 as: 

19 a. Administration of intravenous solutions. 
20 b. Intubation. 

21 c. Performance of cardiac defibrillation and synchronized 
22 cardioversion. 

23 d. Administration of emergency drugs as provided by rule 
24 by the department. 
25 e. Any other medical procedure approved by the department, 
26 by rule, as appropriate to be performed by emergency medical 

27 care providers who have been trained in that procedure. 

28 5. "Emergency medical care provider" means an individual 

29 trained to provide emergency and nonemergency medical care at 
30 the first-responder, EMT-basic, EMT-intermediate, EMT-

31 paramedic level, or other certification levels adopted by rule 
32 by the department, who has been issued a certificate by the 

33 department. 

34 6. "Emergency medical services" or "EMS" means an 

35 integrated medical care delivery system to provide emergency 
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1 and nonemergency medical care at the scene or during out-of-
2 hospital patient transportation in an ambulance. 

3 7. "Emergency medical services instructor" means an 
4 individual who has successfully completed an EMS curriculum 

5 approved by the department and is currently certified by the 
6 department as an EMS instructor. 

7 8. "Emergency rescue technician" or "EMT" means an 
8 individual trained in various rescue techniques including, but 

9 not limited to, extrication from vehicles and agricultural 

10 rescue, and who has successfully completed a curriculum 

11 approved by the department in cooperation with the Iowa fire 
12 service institute. 

13 9. "First responder" or "FR" means an individual trained 
14 in patient-stabilizing techniques, through the use of initial 

15 basic emergency medical care procedures and skills prior to 
16 the arrival of an ambulance, pursuant to rules established by 

17 the department and who is currently certified as a first 
18 responder by the department. 

19 10. "Physician" means an individual licensed under chapter 
20 148, 150, or 150A. 

21 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 147A.2 COUNCIL ESTABLISHED --
22 TERMS OF OFFICE. 

23 An EMS advisory council shall be appointed by the director. 
24 Membership of the council shall be comprised of individuals 

25 nominated from, but not limited to, the following state or 
26 national organizations: Iowa osteopathic medical association, 

27 Iowa medical society, American college of emergency 
28 physicians, university of Iowa hospitals and clinics, Iowa EMS 

29 association, Iowa firemen's association, EMS education 

30 programs committee, EMS regional council, Iowa nurses 

31 association, Iowa hospital association, and the Iowa state 
32 association of counties. 

33 The EMS advisory council shall advise the director and 

34 develop policy recommendations concerning the regulation, 

35 administration, and coordination of emergency medical services 
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1 in the state. 
2 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 147A.3 MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL --

3 QUORUM -- EXPENSES. 
4 Membership, terms of office, quorum, and expenses shall be 

5 determined by the director pursuant to chapter 135. 

6 Sec. 12. Section 147A.4, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

7 follows: 
8 147A.4 RULEMAKING AUTHORITY. 

9 1. The department shall adopt rules required or authorized 
10 by this chapter pertaining to the operation of ambulance, 

11 rescue, and first response services which have received 

12 authorization under section 147A.5 to utilize the services of 

13 certified ad~aneed emergency medical care providers. These 
14 rules shall include, but need not be limited to, requirements 

15 concerning physician supervision, necessary equipment and 
16 staffing, and reporting by ambulance, rescue, and first 

17 response services which have received the authorization 
18 pursuant to section 147A.5. 

19 The director, pursuant to rule, may grant exceptions and 
20 variances from the reguirements of rules adopted under this 

21 chapter for any ambulance, rescue, or first response service. 
22 Exceptions or variations shall be reasonably related to undue 

23 hardships which existing services experience in complying with 
24 this chapter or the rules adopted pursuant to this chapter. 

25 However, no exception or variance may be granted unless the 

26 service has adopted a plan approved by the department prior to 

27 January 1, 1996, to achieve compliance with this chapter and 
28 rules adopted pursuant to this chapter. Services reguesting 

29 exceptions and variances shall be subject to other applicable 
30 rules adopted pursuant to this chapter. 

31 2. The department shall adopt rules required or authorized 
32 by this chapter pertaining to the examination and 

33 certification of 8d~8need emergency medical care providers. 

34 These rules shall include, but need not be limited to, 

35 requirements concerning prerequisites, training, and 
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1 experience for ad~afteed emergency medical care providers and 
2 procedures for determining when individuals have met these 

3 requirements. The department shall consult with the board 

4 concerning these rules. 

5 3. The department shall establish the fee for the 
6 examination of the ad~afteed emergency medical care providers 

7 to cover the administrative costs of the examination program. 
S Sec. 13. Section l47A.5, subsections 1 and 3, Code 1995, 

9 are amended to read as follows: 
10 1. An ambulance, rescue, or first response service in this 

11 state, that desires to provide ad~afteed emergency medical care 

12 in the ~re~es~iea% out-of-hospital setting, shall apply to the 

13 department for authorization to establish a program ttei%iziftg 
14 cerei£ied-ad~afteed-emergeftcy-mediea%-care-~re~iders for 

15 delivery of the care at the scene of an emergency, during 
16 transportation to a hospital, during transfer from one medical 

17 care facility to another or to a private residence, or while 

18 in'the hospital emergency department, and until care is 

19 directly assumed by a physician or by authorized hospital 
20 personnel. 

21 3. The department may deny an application for 
22 authorization ee-eseab%isfi-a-~regram-ttei%iziftg-efie-ser~iees-e£ 

23 eerei£ied-ad~afteed-eme~geftey-mediea%-ea~e-p~e~ide~s, or may 
24 place on probation, suspend, or revoke existing authorization 

25 if the department finds reason to believe the program has not 
26 been or will not be operated in compliance with this chapter 

27 and the rules adopted pursuant to this chapter, or that there 
28 is insufficient assurance of adequate protection for the 

29 public. The denial or period of probation, suspension, or 
30 revocation shall be effected and may be appealed as provided 

31 by section 17A.12. 

32 Sec. 14. Section 147A.6, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

33 follows: 

34 147A.6 A9VAN€EB EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE PROVIDER 

35 CERTIFICATES -- RENEWAL. 
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1 1. The department, upon application and receipt of the 
2 prescribed fee, shall issue a certificate a~~es~±ng-~e-~fte 

3 q~a%±£±ea~±ens-e£ to an individual who has met all of the 
4 requirements for aevaneee emergency medical care provider 

5 certification established by the rules adopted under section 
6 l47A.4, subsection 2. 

7 2. Aevaneee-emergeney Emergency medical care provider 
8 certificates are valid for the multiyear period determined by 

9 the department, unless sooner suspended or revoked. The 
10 certificate shall be renewed upon application of the holder 

11 and receipt of the prescribed fee if the holder has 
12 satisfactorily completed continuing medical education programs 
13 as required by rule. 

14 Sec. 15. Section l47A.7~ subsection 1, unnumbered 

15 paragraph 1, Code 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

16 The beare department may deny an application for issuance 

17 or renewal of an aevaneed emergency medical care provider 
18 certificate, or suspend or revoke the certificate when it 

19 finds that the applicant or certificate holder is guilty of 
20 any of the following acts or offenses: 

21 Sec. 16. Section 147A.7, subsection 1, paragraphs j and k, 
22 Code 1995, are amended to read as follows: 

23 j. Violating a statute of this state, another state, or 

24 the United States, without regard to its designation as either 

25 a felony or misdemeanor, which relates to the practice of an 
26 aevaneed emergency medical care provider. A copy of the 

27 record of conviction or plea of guilty is conclusive evidence 
28 of the violation. 

29 k. Having certification to practice as an aevaneee 
30 emergency medical care provider revoked or suspended, or 

31 having other disciplinary action taken by a licensing or 

32 certifying authority of another state, territory, or country. 

33 A certified copy of the record or order of suspension, 
34 revocation, or disciplinary action is conclusive or prima 

35 facie evidence. 
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1 Sec. 17. Section 147A.8, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 
3 147A.8 AUTHORITY OF CERTIFIED ABVANeSB EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
4 CARE PROVIDER. 

5 An 80V8fteeO emergency medical care provider properly 

6 certified under this chapter may: 

7 1. Render 80V8fteeO emergency and nonemergency medical 

8 care, rescue, and lifesaving services in those areas for which 

9 the 80V8fteeO emergency medical care provider is certified, as 
10 defined and approved in accordance with the rules of the 

11 department, at the scene of an emergency, during 
12 transportation to a hospital or while in the hospital 

13 emergency department, and until care is directly assumed by a 
14 physician or by authorized hospital personnel. 

15 2. Function in any hospital when: 

16 a. Enrolled as a student or participating as a preceptor 

17 in a training program approved by the department; or 
18 b. Fulfilling continuing education requirements as defined 

19 by rule; or 
20 c. Employed by or assigned to a hospital as a member of an 

21 authorized ambulance, rescue, or first response service, by 
22 rendering lifesaving services in the facility in which 

23 employed or assigned pursuant to the 80V8fteeO emergency 

24 medical care provider's certification and under the direct 

25 supervision of a physician, physician assistant, or registered 
26 nurse. An 80V8fteeO emergency medical care provider shall not 

27 routinely function without the direct supervision of a 
28 physician, physician assistant, or registered nurse. However, 

29 when the physician, physician assistant, or registered nurse 
30 cannot directly assume emergency care of the patient, the 

31 8ov8neeo emergency medical care provider may perform without 

32 direct supervision 8ov8neeo emergency medical care procedures 

33 for which that individual is certified if the life of the 
34 patient is in immediate danger and such care is required to 

35 preserve the patient's life; or 
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1 d. Employed by or assigned to a hospital as a member of'an 
2 authorized ambulance, rescue, or first response service to 

3 perform nonlifesaving procedures for which those individuals 

4 have been trained and are designated in a written job 

5 description. Such procedures may be performed after the 

6 patient is observed by and when the advafteed emergency medical 

7 care provider is under the supervision of the physician, 
8 physician assistant, or registered nurse and where the 

9 procedure may be immediately abandoned without risk to the 
10 patient. 

11 The department shall consult with 'the board concerning 
12 rules and training requirements related to this section. 

13 Sec. 18. Section l47A.9, Code 1995, is amended to read as 
14 follows: 

15 l47A.9 REMOTE SUPERVISION OF ABVAN€SB EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
16 CARE PROVIDERS -- EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION FAILURE 

17 AUTHORIZATION ep-fMMEBfA~E-bfPESAVfN6 TO INITIATE EMERGENCY 
18 MEDICAL CARE PROCEDURES. 

19 1. When voice contact or a telemetered electrocardiogram 
20 is monitored by a physician, physician's designee, or 

21 physician assistant, and direct communication is maintained, 

22 an advaneed emergency medical care provider may upon order of 

23 the monitoring physician or upon standing orders of a 
24 physician transmitted by the monitoring physician's designee 

25 or physician assistant perform any advaneed emergency medical 
26 care procedure for which that advafteed emergency medical care 

27 provider is certified. 

28 2. If communications fail during an emergency or 

29 nonemergency situation, the advafteed emergency medical care 
30 provider may perform any advafteed emergency medical care 

31 procedure for which that individual is certified and which is 
32 included in written protocols if in the judgment of the 

33 advaneed emergency medical care provider the life of the 
34 patient is in immediate danger and such care is required to 

35 preserve the patient's life. 
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1 3. The department shall adopt rules to authorize ~fte 

2 ins~i~tt~±on-o£-l±£esa~±ng medical care procedures which can be 

3 initiated in accordance with written protocols in-±ns~anees 

4 wfte~e prior to the establishment of communication ±n-l±ett-o£ 

5 ±mmed±a~e-ae~±on-may-eattse-~a~±en~-fta~m-o~-dea~ft. 
6 4. The department shall consult with the board concerning 

7 rules related to this section. 
8 Sec. 19. Section l47A.lO, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 
10 l47A.lO EXEMPTIONS FROM LIABILITY IN CERTAIN 

11 CIRCOMSTANCES. 

12 1. A physician, physician's designee, or physician 

13 assistant, who gives orders, either directly or via 
14 communications equipment from some other point, or via 
15 standing protocols to an appropriately certified ad~aneed 
16 emergency medical care provider or registered nurse at the 

17 scene of an emergency, and an appropriately certified ad~aneed 
18 emergency medical care provider or registered nurse following 

19 the orders, are not subject to criminal liability by reason of 
20 having issued or executed the orders, and are not liable for 

21 civil damages for acts or omissions relating to the issuance 
22 or execution of the orders unless the acts or omissions 

23 constitute recklessness. 
24 2. A physician, physician's designee, physician assistant, 

25 registered nurse, or ad~aneed emergency medical care provider 

26 shall not be subject to civil liability solely by reason of 

27 failure to obtain consent before rendering emergency medical, 
28 surgical, hospital or health services to any individual, 

29 regardless of age, when the patient is unable to give consent 
30 for any reason and there is no other person reasonably 

31 available who is legally authorized to consent to the 
32 providing of such care. 

33 3. An act of commission or omission of any appropriately 
34 certified ad~aneed emergency medical care provider, registered 

35 nurse, or physician assistant while rendering ad~aneed 
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1 emergency medical care under the responsible supervision and 

2 control of a physician to a person who is deemed by them to be 

3 in immediate danger of serious injury or loss of life, shall 
4 not impose any liability upon the certified advafteed emergency 

5 medical care provider, registered nurse, or physician 

6 assistant, the supervising physician, physician designee, or 

7 any hospital, or upon the state, or any county, city or other 

8 political subdivision, or the employees of any of these 

9 entities; provided that this section shall not relieve any 

10 person of liability for civil damages for any act of 

11 commission or omission which constitutes recklessness. 

12 Sec. 20. Section 147A.11, subsections 1 and 2, Code 1995, 

13 are amended to read as follows: 
14 1. Any person not certified as required by this chapter 

15 who claims to be an advaneed emergency medical care provider, 

16 or who uses any other term to indicate or imply that the 

17 person is an advafteed emergency medical care provider, or who 

18 acts as an advaneed emergency medical care provider without 

19 having obtained the appropriate certificate under this 
20 chapter, is guilty of a class "D" felony. 

21 2. An owner of an unauthorized ambulance, rescue, or first 
22 response service in this state who operates or purports to 

23 operate an att~hor±zed ambulance, rescue, or first response 

24 service, or who uses any term to indicate or imply stteh 

25 authorization without having obtained the appropriate 
26 authorization under this chapter, is guilty of a class "0" 

27 felony. 

28 Sec. 21. Section l47A.12, SUbsection 1, Code 1995, is 

29 amended to read as follows: 

30 1. This chapter does not restrict a registered nurse, 

31 licensed pursuant to chapter 152, from staffing an authorized 

32 ambulance, rescue, or first response service provided the 

33 registered nurse can document equivalency through education 

34 and additional skills training essential in the delivery of 

35 ~rehos~±~a~ out-of-hospital emergency care. The equivalency 
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1 shall be accepted when: 

2 a. Documentation has been reviewed and approved at the 

3 local level by the medical director of the ambulance, rescue, 

4 or first response service in accordance with the rules of the 

5 board of nursing developed jointly with the board-o£-med±ea~ 

6 exam±fters department. 

7 b. Authorization has been granted to that ambulance, 

8 rescue, or first response service by the department. 

9 Sec. 22. Section l47A.13, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

10 follows: 

11 l47A.13 PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT EXCEPTION. 
12 This chapter does not restrict a physician assistant, 

13 licensed pursuant to chapter l48C, from staffing an authorized 

14 ambulance, rescue, or first response service if the physician 

15 assistant can document equivalency through education and 

16 additional skills training essential in the delivery of 

17 prehosp±~ai out-of-hospital emergency care. The equivalency 

18 shall be accepted when: 

19 1. Documentation has been reviewed and approved at the 
20 local level by the medical director of the ambulance, rescue, 

21 or first response service in accordance with the rules of the 

22 board of physician assistant examiners developed jointly with 

23 the department. 

24 2. Authorization has been granted to that ambulance, 

25 rescue, or first response service by the department. 
26 Sec. 23. Section l52B.ll, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 

27 1995, is amended to read as follows: 
28 This section does not apply to persons who are licensed to 

29 practice a health profession covered by chapter 147 or to any 

30 person who performs respiratory care procedures as a first 

31 responder, emergency rescue technician, emergeftey-med±ea~ 

32 ~eehft±e±aft-ambtl~aftee7-ad~afteed emergency medical care 

33 provider, or other person functioning as part of a rescue unit 

34 or in a hospital as authorized by chapter l47A, or to persons 

35 whose function with respect to respiratory care is limited to 
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1 the home delivery and connection of oxygen tanks. 
2 Sec. 24. Section 232.68, subsection 5, Code 1995, is 

3 amended to read as follows: 
4 5.· "Health practitioner" includes a licensed physician and 

5 surgeon, osteopath, osteopathic physician and surgeon, 

6 dentist, optometrist, podiatrist or chiropractor; a resident 

7 or intern in any of such professions; a licensed dental 
8 hygienist, a registered nurse or licensed practical nurse; and 

9 a-bas~e an emerge~cy medical care provider eer~~€~ed-ttftder 
10 see~~eft-%4~.%6%-er-aft-ad~afteed-emergeftey-med~ea%-eare-pre~~der 

11 certified under section l47A.6. 
12 Sec. 25. Section 321.423, subsection 1, Code 1995, is 

13 amended to read as follows: 
14 1. DEFINITIONS. As used in this section, unless the 

15 context otherwise requires: 
16 a. "Ad~afteed-emergeftey Emergency medical care provider" 

17 means as defined- in section 147A.l. 
18 b.--uBas~e-emergeftey-med~ea%-eare-pre~~deru-meafts-as 

19 de€~fted-~ft-see~~eft-%4~.%. 
20 e. b. "Fire department" means a paid or volunteer fire 

21 protection service provided by a benefited fire district under 
22 chapter 357B or by a county, municipality or township, or a 

23 private corporate organization that has a valid contract to 
24 provide fire protection service for a benefited fire district, 

25 county, municipality, township or governmental agency. 
26 d. c. "Member" means a person who is a member in good 

27 standing of a fire department or a person who is an ad~afteed 
28 er-bas~e emergency medical care provider employed by an 

29 ambulance, rescue, or first responder service. 

30 Sec. 26. Section 724.6, subsection 2, Code 1995, is 

31 amended to read as follows: 
32 2. Notwithstanding subsection 1, fire fighters, as defined 

33 in section 411.1, subsection 9, airport fire fighters included 
34 under section 97B.49, subsection 16, paragraph "b ll

, 

35 subparagraph (2), emergeftey-med~ea%-~eeaft~e~afts-ambtt%aftee-aftd 
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1 emergency rescue technicians, as-de~ifted-in-see~ieft-%47.%7 and 
2 ad~aneed emergency medical care providers, as defined in 

3 section l47A.l, shall not, as a condition of employment, be 

4 required to obtain a permit under this section. However, the 

5 provisions of this subsection shall .not apply to a person 

6 designated as an arson investigator by the chief fire officer 

7 of a political subdivision. 
8 Sec. 27. Section 147.161, Code 1995, is repealed. 

9 EXPLANATION 
10 This bill consolidates Code regulation of emergency medical 

11 services (EMS) into chapter l47A, eliminating previous 
12 references to basic EMS providers in chapter 147 and other 

13 sections of the Code. An EMS advisory council is established 

14 to advise the director on policy and administration. The bill 

15 requires the department to inspect and license all EMS 
16 services. Those services previously not regulated which 

17 experience undue hardship with immediately complying with 
18 these regulations may be granted variances by the director. 

19 The bill allows the department to define by rule the skills of 

20 the three levels of EMS providers and clarifies the role of 

21 the EMS provider. 
22 Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 16, 17, 20, 23, 

23 24, 25, 26, and 27 make necessary terminology changes 
24 consistent with the bill. 

25 Section 9 amends definitions. The term "EMS provider" is 
26 expanded to include all levels of provider. The emergency 

27 rescue technician and instructor certification is added. 

28 Emergency medical services and nonemergency is defined. 

29 Sections 10 and 11 establish the EMS advisory council. 
30 Section 12 applies service regulations to all EMS service 

31 providers and allows the director to grant variances in cases 
32 of hardship. 

33 Section 15 allows the board to issue, deny, revoke, or 
34 suspend EMS provider certificates. 

35 Section 18 states that the department shall adopt medical 
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1 care procedures which can be started by EMS personnel before 

2 remote supervision commences or in the failure of remote 

3 supervision. 
4 Section 19 adds registered nurses to EMS personnel who are 

5 exempt from liability if following orders from a physician, 
6 physician's designee, or physician assistant at the scene of 

7 an emergency and adds registered nurses to those individuals 
8 not subject to civil liability only for not obtaining consent 

9 before starting emergency aid. 
10 Sections 21 and 22 establish the department as being 

11 jointly responsible for developing rules governing nurses and 

12 physician assistants in emergency care roles. 

13 
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AN ACT 
RELATING TO EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES. 

SENATE FILE 178 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 68B.2A, subsection ~, paragraph a, Code 
1995, is amended to read as follows: 

a. The outside employment or activity involves the use of 
the state's or the political subdivision's time, facilities, 

equipment, and supplies or the use of the state or political 
subdivision badge, uniform, business card, or other evidences 
of office or employment to give the person or member of the 

person's immediate family an advantage or pecuniary benefit 
that is not available to other similarly situated members or 
classes of members of the general public. This paragraph does 

not apply to off-duty peace officers who provide private duty 
security or fire fighters or ba~ie-or-advaneed emergency 
medical care providers certified under chapter %4~-or l47A who 

provide private duty fire safety or emergency medical services 

while carrying their badge or wearing their official uniform, 

provided that the person has secured the prior approval of the 
agency or political subdivision in which the person is 

regularly employed to engage in the activity. For purposes of 

this subsection, a person is not "similarly situated" merely 
by being or being related to a person who serves or is 

employed by the state or a political subdivision of the state. 

Sec. 2. Section 85.36, subsection 10, paragraph a, Code 
1995, is amended to read as follows: 

a. In computing the compensation to be allowed a volunteer 
fire fighter, ba~ie-or-advaneed emergency medical care 

provider, or reserve peace officer, the earnings as a fire 

fighter, ba~ie-or-advaneed emergency medical care provider, or 
reserve peace officer shall be disregarded and the volunteer 
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fire fighter, ba~ie-or-advaneed emergency medical care 
provider, or reserve peace officer shall be paid an amount 
equal to the compensation the volunteer fire fighter, basie-or 

advaneed emergency medical care provider, or reserve peace 
officer would be paid if injured in the normal course of the 
volunteer fire fighter's, basie-or-advaneed emergency medical 
care provider's, or reserve peace officer's regular employment 
or an amount equal to one hundred and forty percent of the 
statewide average weekly wage, whichever is greater. 

Sec. 3. Section 85.61, subsection 2, Code 1995, is amended 

to read as follows: 
2. "Employer" includes and applies to a person, firm, 

association, or corporation, state, county, municipal 

corporation, school corporation, area education agency, 
township as an employer of volunteer fire fighters and basie 
or-advaneed emergency medical care providers only, benefited 
fire district, and the legal representatives of a deceased 

employer. "Employer" includes and applies to a rehabilitation 
facility approved for purchase-of-service contracts or for 
referrals by the department of human services or the 
department of education. 

Sec. 4. Section 85.61, subsection 7, unnumbered paragraph 

3, Code 1995, is amended to read as follows: 
Personal injuries sustained by basie-emergeney-mediea%-eare 

providers7-as-defined-in-seeeion-%4~.%7-or-by-advaneed 

emergency medical care providers as defined in section 147A.l, 
arise in the course of employment if the injuries are 
sustained at any time from the time the emergency medical care 

providers are summoned to duty until the time those duties 

have been fully discharged. 
Sec. 5. Section 85.61, subsection 11, unnumbered paragraph 

3, Code 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

"Worker" or "employee" includes a-basie an emergency 

medical care provider-as-defined-in-seeeion-%4~.%7-an-advaneed 

emergeney-mediea%-eare provider as defined in section l47A.1, 

.. 
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a volunteer ambulance driver, or an emergency medical 
technician trainee, only if an agreement is reached between 
such worker or employee and the employer for whom the 
volunteer services are provided that workers' compensation 
coverage under chapters 85, 8SA, and 858 is to be provided by 

the employer. A-b8sie-er-8e~8need An emergency medical care 
provider who is a worker or employee under this paragraph is 
not a casual employee. "Volunteer ambulance driver" means a 

person performing services as a volunteer ambulance driver at 
the request of the person in charge of a fire department or 
ambulance service of a municipality. "Emergency medical 

technician trainee" means a person enrolled in and training 
for emergency medical technician certification. 

Sec. 6. Section l39B.l, subsection 1, paragraph d, Code 
1995, is amended to read as follows: 

d. "Emergency care provider" means a person who is trained 
and authorized by federal or state law to provide emergency 
medical assistance or treatment, for compensation or in a 
voluntary capacity, including but not limited to, all of the 

following: 
t1t--A-b8sie-emer~eney-e8re-pre~ider-a8-derined-in-8ee~ien 

14 :h"i-;" 

tit 1!l An 8d~8need emergency medical care provider as 
defined in section 147A.1. 

t3t ill 
t4t ill 
t5t ill 

A health care provider as defined in this section. 
A fire fighter. 

A peace officer. 
"Emergency care provider" also includes a person who 

renders direct emergency aid without compensation. 
Sec. 7. Section l41.22A, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 

1995, is amended to read as follows: 
a. "Emergency care provider" means a person who is trained 

and authorized by federal or state law to provide emergency 
medical assistance or treatment, for compensation or in a 
voluntary capacity, including but not limited to all of the 

following: 

Senate File 178, p. 4 

t1t--A-b88ie-emergeney-medie81-e8re-pre~ider-88-derined-in 

seeeien-l4:;r.,.h" 
tit 1!l An 8d~8need emergency medical care provider as 

defined in section l47A.l. 

t3t ill A health care provider as defined in this section. 

t4t ill A fire fighter. 
t5t 1!l A peace officer. 
"Emergency care provider" also includes a person who 

renders emergency aid without compensation. 
Sec. 8. Section 147.1, Code 1995, is amended by striking 

subsections 1, 3, 4, and 6. 

Sec. 9. Section l47A.l, Code 1995, is amended by striking 
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

147A.1 DEFINITIONS. 
As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 

requires: 
1. "Board" means the board of medical examiners appointed 

pursuant to section 147.14, subsection 2. 

2. "Department" means the Iowa department of public 

health. 

3. "Director" means the director of the Iowa department of 

public health. 

as: 
4. "Emergency medical care" means such medical procedures 

a. 
b. 
c. 

Administration of intravenous solutions. 
Intubation. 

Performance of cardiac defibrillation and synchronized 
cardioversion. 

d. Administration of emergency drugs as provided by rule 
by the department. 

e. Any other medical procedure approved by the department, 

by rule, as appropriate to be performed by emergency medical 
care providers who have been trained in that procedure. 

5. "Emergency medical care provider" means an individual 
trained to provide emergency and nonemergency medical care at 
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the first-responder, EMT-basic, EMT-intermediate, EMT­

paramedic level,.or other certification levels adopted by rule 
by the department, who has been issued a certificate by the 

department. 
6. "Emergency medical services" or "EMS" means an 

integrated medical care delivery system to provide emergency 
and nonemergency medical care at the scene or during out-of­
hospital patient transportation in an ambul-ance. 

7. "Emergency medical services instructor" means an 
individual who has successfully completed an EMS curriculum 
determined in rules in accordance with chapter l7A by the 

director and subject to the approval of the state board of 

health. 
8. "Emergency rescue technician" or "ERT" means an 

individual trained in various rescue techniques including, but 

not limited to, extrication from vehicles and agricultural 

rescue, and who has successfully completed a curriculum 

approved by the department in cooperation with the Iowa fire 

service institute. 
9. "First responder" or "FR" means an individual trained 

in patient-stabilizing techniques, through the use of initial 

emergency medical care procedures and skills prior to the 
arrival of an ambulance, pursuant to rules established by the 

department and who is currently certified as a first responder 

by the department. 
10. "Physician" means an individual licensed under chapter 

148, 150, or l50A. 
Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. l47A.2 COUNCIL ESTABLISHED -­

TERMS OF OFFICE. 
An EMS advisory council shall be appointed by the director. 

Membership of the council shall be comprised of individuals 

nominated from, but not limited to, the following state or 

national organizations: Iowa osteopathic medical association, 

Iowa medical society, American college of emergency 
physicians, Iowa physician assistant society, Iowa academy of 

-. 
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family physicians, university of Iowa hospitals and clinics, 
Iowa EMS association, Iowa firemen's association, Iowa 
professional firefighters, EMS education programs committee, 

EMS regional council, Iowa nurses association, Iowa hospital 
association, and the Iowa state association of counties. 

The EMS advisory council shall advise the director and 
develop policy recommendations concerning the regulation, 
administration, and coordination of emergency medical services 

in the state. 
Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 147A.3 MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL -­

QUORUM -- EXPENSES. 
Membership, terms of office, quorum, and expenses shall be 

determined by the director pursuant to chapter 135. 
Sec. 12. Section 147A.4, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

follows: 
l47A.4 RULEMAKING AUTHORITY. 

1. The department shall adopt rules required or authorized 

by this chapter pertaining to the operation of ambulance, 

rescue, and first response services which have received 
authorization under section l47A.5 to utilize the services of 

certified advafteed emergency medical care providers. These 

rules shall include, but need not be limited to, requirements 
concerning physician supeivision, necessary equipment and 

staffing, and reporting by ambulance, rescue, and first 

response services which have received the authorization 
pursuant to section l47A.5. 

The director, pursuant to rule, may grant exceptions and 
variances from the requirements of rules adopted under this 
chapter for any ambulance, rescue, or first response service. 
Exceptions or variations shall be reasonably related to undue 

hardships which existing services experience in complying with 

this chapter or the rules adopted pursuant to this chapter. 

However, no exception or variance may be granted unless the 

service has adopted a plan approved by the department prior to 
July 1, 1996, to achieve compliance during a period not to en 

." ... 
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exceed seven years with this chapter and rules adopted 

pursuant to this chapter. Services requesting exceptions and 

variances shall be subject to other applicable rules adopted 

pursuant to this chapter. 

2. The department shall adopt rules required or authorized 

by this chapter pertaining to the examination and 

certification of 8dv8need emergency medical care providers. 

These rules shall include, but need not be -limited to, 

requirements concerning prerequisites, training, and 

experience for 8dv8need emergency medical care providers and 

procedures for determining when individuals have met these 

requirements. The department shall adopt rules to recognize 

the previous EMS training and experience of first responders 

and emergency medical technicians to provide for an equitable 

transition to the EMT-basic certification. The department may 

require additional training and examinations as necessary and 

appropriate to ensure that individuals seeking certification 

have met the EMT-basic knowledge and skill requirements. The 
department shall consult with the board concerning these 

rules. 
3. The department shall establish the fee for the 

examination of the edveneed emergency medical care providers 
to cover the administrative costs of the examination program. 

Sec. 13. Section 147A.5, subsections 1 and 3, Code 1995, 

are amended to read as follows: 
1. An ambulance, rescue, or first response service in this 

state, that desires to provide edveneed emergency medical care 

in the prehospi~e~ out-of-hospital setting, shall apply to the 
department for authorization to establish a program tl~i~izin9 

eer~i£ied-8dv8need-emergeney-mediee~-eere-previders for 
delivery of the care at the scene of an emergency, during 

transportation to a hospital, during transfer from one medical 

care facility to another or to a private residence, or while 

in the hospital emergency department, and until care is 
directly assumed by a physician or by authorized hospital 

personnel. 
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3. The department may deny an application for 

authorization ~o-es~eb~ish-8-pregr8m-tl~i~izing-~he-serviees-o£ 

eer~i£ied-8dv8need-emergeney-medie8~-e8re-providers, or may 

place on probation, suspend, or revoke existing authorization 

if the department finds reason to believe the program has not 

been or will not be operated in compliance with this chapter 

and the rules adopted pursuant to this chapter, or that there 

is insufficient assurance of adequate protection for the 

public. The denial or period of probation, suspension, or 

revocation shall be effected and may be appealed as provided 
by section 17A.12. 

Sec. 14. Section 147A.6, Code 1995, is amended to read as 
follows: 

147A.6 ABYANeSB EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE PROVIDER 

CERTIFICATES -- RENEWAL. 

1. The department, upon application and receipt of the 

prescribed fee, shall issue a certificate 8~~es~ing-~o-~he 
qtl8~i£iee~ions-o£ to an individual who has met all of the 

requirements for edv8need emergency medical care provider 

certification established by the rules adopted under section 
147A.4, subsection 2. 

2. Adv8need-emergeney Emergency medical care provider 

certificates are valid for the multiyear period determined by 
the department, unless sooner suspended or revoked. The 

certificate shall be renewed upon application of the holder 

and receipt of the prescribed fee if the holder has 

satisfactorily completed continuing medical education programs 
as required by rule. 

Sec. 15. Section 147A.7, subsection 1, unnumbered 

paragraph 1, Code 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

The boerd department may deny an application for issuance 
or renewal of an 8dv8need emergency medical care provider 

certificate, or suspend or revoke the certificate when it 

finds that the applicant or certificate holder is guilty of 
any of the following acts or offenses: 



Senate File 178, p. 9 

Sec. 16. Section l47A.7, sUbsection 1, paragraphs j and k, 

Code 1995, are amended to read as follows: 
j. Violating a statute of this state, another state, or 

the United States, without regard to its designation as either 
a felony or misdemeanor, which relates to the practice of an 
adV8fteed emergency medical care provider. A copy of the 

record of conviction or plea of guilty is conclusive evidence 
of the violation. 

k. Having certification to practice as an advaneed 

emergency medical care provider revoked or suspended, or 
having other disciplinary action taken by a licensing or 
certifying authority of another state, territory, or country. 
A certified copy of the record or order of suspension, 
revocation, or disciplinary action is conclusive or prima 
facie evidence. 

Sec. 17. Section 147A.8, Code 1995, is amended to read as 
follows: 

l47A.8 AUTHORITY OF CERTIFIED ABVANeSB EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
CARE PROVIDER. 

An advaneed emergency medical care provider properly 

certified under this chapter may: 
1. Render advaneea emergency and nonemergency medical 

care, rescue, and lifesaving services in those areas for which 
the advafteed emergency medical care provider is certified, as 
defined and approved in accordance with the rules of the 

department, at the scene of an emergency, during 
transportation to a hospital or while in the hospital 
emergency department, and until care is directly assumed by a 
physician or by authorized hospital personnel. 

2. Function in any hospital when: 
a. Enrolled as a student or partiCipating as a preceptor 

in a training program approved by the department; or 

b. Fulfilling continuing education requirements as defined 
by rule; or 
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c. Employed by or assigned to a hospital as a member of an 
authorized ambulance, rescue, or first response service, by 

rendering lifesaving services in the facility in which 
employed or assigned pursuant to the advafteed emergency 
medical care provider's certification and under the direct 
supervision of a physician, physician assistant, or registered 

nurse. An advafteed emergency medical care provider shall not 
routinely function without the direct supervision of a 
physician, physician assistant, or registered nurse. However, 
when the physician, physician assistant, or registered nurse 
cannot directly assume emergency care of the patient, the 
advaneed emergency medical care provider may perform without 
direct supervision ad va need emergency medical care procedures 
for which that individual is certified if the life of the 
patient is in immediate danger and such care is required to 
preserve the patient's life; or 

d. Employed by or assigned to a hospital as a member of an 
authorized ambulance, rescue, or first response service to 
perform nonlifesaving procedures for which those individuals 
have been trained and are designated in a written job 

description. Such procedures may be performed after the 
patient is observed by and when the adV6fteed emergency medical 
care provider is under the supervision of the physician, 
physician assistant, or registered nurse and where the 

procedure may be immediately abandoned without risk to the 
patient. 

The department shall consult with the board concerning 
rules and training requirements related to this section. 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to require any 
voluntary ambulance, rescue, or first response service to 
provide a level of care beyond minimum basic care standards. 

Sec. 18. section l47A.9, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

follows: 
l47A.9 REMOTE SUPERVISION OF ABVAHeSB EMERGENCY MEDICAL 

CARE PROVIDERS -- EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION FAILURE --
tn 
"'II 
..a. 
""-I 
00 
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AUTHORIZATION ep-iMMBBiA~B-biPBSAYiN9 TO INITIATE EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL CARE PROCEDURES. 

1. When voice contact or a telemetered electrocardiogram 
is monitored by a physician, physician's designee, or 
physician assistant, and direct communication is maintained, 
an advaneed emergency medical care provider may upon order of 
the monitoring physician or upon standing orders of a 
physician transmitted by the monitoring physician's designee 
or physician assistant perform any advaneed emergency medical 
care procedure for which that ad va need emergency medical care 
provider is certified. 

2. If communications fail during an emergency or 
nonemergency situation, the edvaneed emergency medical care 
provider may perform any ad va need emergency medical care 
procedure for which that individual is certified and which is 
included in written protocols if in the judgment of the 
edvaneed emergency medical care provider the life of the 
patient is in immediate danger and such care is required to 

preserve the patient's life. 
3. The department shall adopt rules to authorize ~he 

ins~i~~~ien-e£-%i£esav±ng medical care procedures which can be 
initiated in accordance with written protocols ±n-±n8~anee8 

whe~e prior to the establishment of communication ±n-i±e~-oE 
±mffledia~e-ae~ien-may-ee~se-pe~ien~-he~m-e~-dea~h. 

4. The department shall consult with the board concerning 
rules related to this section. 

Sec. 19. Section 147A.IO, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

follows: 
l47A.lO EXEMPTIONS FROM LIABILITY IN CERTAIN 

CIRCUMSTANCES. 
1. A physician, physician's designee, advanced registered 

nurse practitioner, or physician assistant, who gives orders, 
either directly or via communications equipment from some 
other point, or via standing protocols to an appropriately 
certified adveneed emergency medical care provider, registered 
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nurse, or licensed practical nurse at the scene of an 
emergency, and an appropriately certified adveneed emergency 
medical care provider, registered nurse, or licensed practical 
nurse following the orders, are not subject to criminal 
liability by reason of having issued or executed the orders, 
and are not liable for civil damages for acts or omissions 
relating to the issuance or execution of the orders unless the 
acts or omissions constitute recklessness. 

2. A physician, physician's designee, advanced registered 
nurse practitioner, physician assistant, registered nurse, 
licensed practical nurse, or adveneed emergency medical care 
provider shall not be subject to civil liability solely by 
reason of failure to obtain consent before rendering emergency 
medical, surgical, hospital or health services to any 
individual, regardless of age, when the patient is unable to 
give consent for any reason and there is no other person 
reasonably available who is legally authorized to consent to 
the providing of such care. 

3. An act of commission or omission of any appropriately 

certified advaneed emergency medical care provider, registered 
nurse, licensed practical nurse, or physician assistant while 
rendering edvaneed emergency medical care under the 

responsible supervision and control of a physician to a person 
who is deemed by them to be in immediate danger of serious 
injury or loss of life, shall not impose any liability upon 
the certified advaneed emergency medical care providerL 
registered nurse, licensed practical nurse, or physician 

assistant, the supervising physician, physician designee, 

advanced registered nurse practitioner, or any hospital, or 
upon the state, or any county, city or other political 
subdivision, or the employees of any of these entities; 
provided that this section shall not relieve any person of 
liability for civil damages for any act of commission or 
omission which constitutes recklessness. 
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Sec. 20. Section 147A.ll, subsections 1 and 2, Code 1995, 
are amended to read as follows: 

1. Any person not certified as required by this chapter 

who claims to be an ad~aneed emergency medical care provider, 
or who uses any other term to indicate or imply that the 
person is an ad~aneed emergency medical care provider, or who 

acts as an ad~aneed emergency medical care provider without 

having obtained the appropriate certificat~ under this 
chapter, is guilty of a class "0" felony. 

2. An owner of an unauthorized ambulance, rescue, or first 
response service in this state who operates or purports to 
operate an atl~hor±zed ambulance, rescue, or first response 
service, or who uses any term to indicate or imply ~tteh 

authorization without having obtained the appropriate 

authorization under this chapter, is guilty of a class "0" 

felony. 
Sec. 21. Section 147A.12, subsection 1, Code 1995, is 

amended to read as follows: 
1. This chapter does not restrict a registered nurse, 

licensed pursuant to chapter 152, from staffing an authorized 
ambulance, rescue, or first response service provided the 

registered nurse can document equivalency through education 

and additional skills training essential in the delivery of 
prehospi~ai out-of-hospital emergency care. The equivalency 

shall be accepted when: 
a. Documentation has been reviewed and approved at the 

local level by the medical director of the ambulance, rescue, 

or first response service in accordance with the rules of the 
board of nursing developed jointly with the board-of-medieai 

exam±ner~ department. 
b. Authorization has been granted to that ambulance, 

rescue, or first response service by the department. 
Sec. 22. Section l47A.13, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

follows: 
147A.13 PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT EXCEPTION. 
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This chapter does not restrict a physician assistant, 
licensed pursuant to chapter 148C, from staffing an authorized 
ambulance, rescue, or first response service if the physician 
assistant can document equivalency through education and 

additional skills training essential in the delivery of 
prehe~p±~a~ out-of-hospital emergency care. The equivalency 

shall be accepted when: 

1. Documentation has been reviewed and approved at the 
local level by the medical director of the ambulance, rescue, 
or first response service in accordance with the rules of the 
board of physician assistant examiners developed after 
consultation with the department. 

2. Authorization has been granted to that ambulance, 
rescue, or first response service by the department. 

Sec. 23. Section 1528.11, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 
1995, is amended to read as follows: 

This section does not apply to persons who are licensed to 
practice a health profession covered by chapter 147 or to any 

person who performs respiratory care procedures as a first 

responder, emergency rescue technician, emergeney-medieai 
~eeh"ieian-ambtl~aneeT-a~¥aneed emergency medical care 

provider, or other person functioning as part of a rescue unit 

or in a hospital as authorized by chapter l47A, or to persons 
whose function with respect to respiratory care is limited to 
the horne delivery and connection of oxygen tanks. 

Sec. 24. Section 232.68, subsection 5, Code 1995, is 

amended to read as follows: 

5. "Health practitioner" includes a licensed physician and 

surgeon, osteopath, osteopathic physician and surgeon, 
dentist, optometrist, podiatrist or chiropractorl a resident 
or intern in any of such professionsl a licensed dental 
hygienist, a registered nurse or licensed practical nursel ! 
physician assistantl and a-ba~±e an emergency medical care 
provider eer~ified-tlnder-~ee~ion-i4~Ti6~-or-a"-ad~aneed 

emergeney-med±eai-eare-pro¥ider certified under section 

l47A.6. 

en 
""1'1 ... 
~ 
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Sec. 25. Section 321.423, subsection 1, Code 1995, is 
amended to read as follows: 

1. DEFINITIONS. As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise requires: 

a. "Ad1faneed-emel'/3eney Emergency medical care provider" 
means as defined in section 147A.1. 

b.--llBas~e-emeI'geney-med~eal-eal'e-~l'e1f~deru-means-as 

de£ined-in-8ee~ien-14T.l. 

e. ~ "Fire department" means a paid or volunteer fire 

protection service provided by a benefited fire district under 
chapter 357B or by a county, municipality or township, or a 
private corporate organization that has a valid contract to 
provide fire protection service for a benefited fire district, 
county, municipality, township or governmental agency. 

d. £.!. "Member" means a person who is a member in good 
standing of a fire department or a person who is an ad1faneed 
el'-bas~e emergency medical care provider employed by an 
ambulance, rescue, or first responder service. 

Sec. 26. Section 724.6, subsection 2, Code 1995, is 
amended to read as follows: 

2. Notwithstanding subsection 1, fire fighters, as defined 
in section 411.1, sUbsection 9, airport fire fighters included 
under section 97B.49, sUbsection 16, paragraph "b", 
subparagraph (2), emergeney-mediea~-~eehnieians-ambtl~anee-and 
emergency rescue technicians, as-de£~ned-in-8ee~ien-~4T'~7 and 
ad1faneed emergency medical care providers, as defined in 
section l47A.l, shall not, as a condition of employment, be 
required to obtain a permit under this section. However, the 
provisions of this subsection shall not apply to a person 
designated as an arson investigator by the chief fire officer 
of a political subdivision. 

Sec. 27. Section 147.161, Code 1995, is repealed. 
Sec. 28. COSTS PAID BY IOWA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH. 

The Iowa department of public health shall pay any additional 
training and equipment costs, excluding vehicle costs, 
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incurred by a political subdivision after the effective date 
of this Act and as a result of this Act. 
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