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1 Section 1. NEWSECTION 225D.1 LEG SLATI VE | NTENT.

The intent of this chapter is to provide quality treatnent
and rehabilitation services to persons experiencing
difficulties as a result of problemganbling, to ensure that
the services are adequately administered by conpetent persons,
and to encourage and coordi nate education and ot her preventive
efforts concerning probl em ganbling

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 225D.2 DEFIN TIONS

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherw se
requires:

1. "Committee" neans the ganbling treatnent advisory
conmittee established in section 225D. 4

2. "Department" neans the departnment of hunan services.

3. "Director" neans the director of human services

4. "Participant" neans a person receiving services
provi ded through the ganbling treatnent program established in
section 225D. 3.

5. "Program’ neans the ganbling treatnent program
established in section 225D. 3.

Sec. 3. NEWSECTION. 225D.3 GAMBLI NG TREATMENT PROGRAM
ESTABL| SHED.

1. A ganbling treatnment programis established within the
departnent of human services. The departnent shall devel op,

i mpl enent, and adnini ster the program wth the assistance of
the ganbling treatment advisory conmittee.

2. The program shall include the devel opnent and
i mpl enentati on of a conprehensive treatnment program for
probl em ganbl ers and persons affected by ganbling. The
program may include, but is not limted to, the follow ng:

Qutpatient and fol |l owup treatnent.
Rehabi I itation prograns.
Resi denti al treatnent.
I npati ent treatnent.
Information and referral services.
Education and preventive services.
The director may enter into witten agreenents with
pubI|c or private agencies to pay for services for problem
ganbl ers and ot her persons affected by problem ganbling. The
director shall adopt rules, pursuant to chapter 17A
specifying the criteria for payment to the facilities. The
probl em ganbl er or other affected person receiving services is
responsi bl e for paynent for the costs of the services, either
through direct paynment to the facility or reinbursenent to the
departnment. |If the person receiving services has a claimfor
rei mbursenment for services, through insurance or otherw se,
the person shall assign the claimto the departnent.

4. The director shall devel op and encourage the
devel opnent of plans and progranms for the prevention of
ganbling problens and the treatment of persons affected by
probl em ganbling on a statew de basis and in cooperation with
public and private agencies by providing technical assistance
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and other services. 1In cooperation with |ocal ganbling
treatment prograns, the director shall organize and inpl enent
prograns for persons offering ganbling treatnent services. In

addition, the director shall prepare, publish, and dissem nate
educational material concerning problemganbling and its
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ef fects, develop and inpl enent an educati onal program as an
integral part of treatnment prograns for problem ganblers and
ot her persons affected by probl em ganbling, and assist in the
devel opnent of ganbling educati onal and treatnent prograns for
enpl oyees in both the public and private sectors. The
departnment nmay contract for any of the services required in
thi s subsection.

5. The director may conduct or contract for research into
the causes and nature of ganbling problens and serve as a
cl eari nghouse for information relating to problem ganbling
treatnent.

Sec. 4. NEWSECTION. 225D.4 GAMBLI NG TREATMENT ADVI SORY
COW TTEE ESTABLI SHED.

1. A ganbling treatnment advisory conmittee is established
to advise the departnment on the adnministration of the program
The conmittee shall consist of el even nenbers appointed by the
director for terns of office of three years. A nenber shal
not be appointed to nore than two consecutive three-year
ternms. Terns of office shall be staggered, and shall conmence
on July 1 of the year of appointnent. The nenbership of the
advi sory committee shall be gender-bal anced as provided in
section 69. 16A

2. For a vacancy occurring after the appoi ntnment of the
initial nmenbership, the coomittee shall submit a list of at
| east two nanes to the director for consideration in filling
the vacancy on the committee. The director shall fill the
vacancy fromthe list of nanmes for a termof three years or
for the remai nder of the unexpired term

3. The comittee and the director shall ensure that the
conmi ttee consists of menbers from both urban and rural areas
and represents a broad cross section of the state, selected
fromthe following groups: recovering ganblers, the judicia
departnent, the legal community, |aw enforcenment officials,
the religious community, enployees of the lottery division of
the departnent of revenue and finance, enployees of the state
raci ng and gam ng conmi ssi on, education professionals, parole
and probation officers, and representatives from enpl oyee
assi stance prograns, business and industry, human service
provi ders, ganbling treatnment providers, and other interested
citizens.

4. Annually, the director shall appoint one nenber of the
comrmittee to serve as chairperson of the conmttee. The com
mttee shall neet as frequently as the chairperson deens
necessary, but not less than annually. Special neetings may
be called by the departnment, the chairperson, or upon witten
request by three or nore of the nmenbers of the comittee.

5. Committee nmembers who are applicants for or recipients
of funds provided under this programare disqualified from
voting on decisions relating to the disbursenment of those
funds for services in which the nenber has an interest.

6. Menbers of the committee shall be allowed their rea-
sonabl e and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of
their duties paid fromfunds appropriated for the program
Members of the conmittee may al so be eligible to receive
conpensation as provided in section 7E. 6.

Sec. 5. NEWSECTION. 225D.5 POMNERS AND DUTI ES OF THE
Dl RECTOR

The director shall

1. Appoint menbers of the committee pursuant to section
225D. 4.

2. Be responsible for the adm nistration of the ganblers
assi stance fund and the ganbling treatnment program

3. Enploy personnel under chapter 19A for admi nistration
of the ganblers assistance fund and the ganbling treatnent
program and to assist the ganbling treatnment advisory
conmi ttee.

4., Publish annually a list of facilities providing



19 services to ganblers and persons affected by probl em ganbling

20 5. Take all necessary and proper actions to carry out this
21 chapter.
22 6. Adopt the necessary rules required to adnminister this

23 chapter pursuant to chapter 17A

24 Sec. 6. NEWSECTION. 225D.6 POWERS AND DUTI ES OF THE

25 GAMBLI NG TREATMENT ADVI SORY COWM TTEE.

26 The committee shall

27 1. Consult with and nmake recomendati ons to the departnment
28 concerning the adoption of rules relating to the treatnent of
29 probl em ganbl ers and carrying out the purposes of this

30 chapter.
31 2. Recommend services to be offered to treat problem
32 ganbl ers and persons affected by the actions of problem
33 ganbl ers.

34 3. Advise the departnent on budgeting, planning, and pri-
35 orities for effective treatnment of ganblers.

1 4. Make recommrendations to the director concerning

2 contract proposals.

3 5. Make reconmendations to the director concerning

4 conmittee vacancies as provided in section 225D. 4.

5 6. Take all necessary and proper actions to carry out the
6 purposes of this chapter.

7 Sec. 7. NEWSECTION. 225D.7 AUDITS

8 A contractor providing services pursuant to this chapter

9 shall be audited on an annual basis in accordance with the

10 procedures established in section 11.36.

11 Sec. 8. NEWSECTION. 225D.8 CONFIDENTIALITY OF RECORDS
12 1. Records pertaining to participants in the ganbling

13 treatnent program are confidential pursuant to section 22.7.
14 The records shall not be inspected and their contents shal

15 not be disclosed except as otherw se provided in this section.
16 2. The director may exam ne participants' records in order
17 to review or evaluate the program

18 3. The director may provide information from participants
19 records to a person conducting bona fide research for research
20 purposes under conditions the director deens appropriate, and
21 may disclose or use information regarding the cost, purpose,
22 nunber of persons served or assisted, results, and other

23 general and statistical information if personal identifying
24 data is not disclosed.

25 4. A participant's records may be di sclosed to nedical

26 personnel in a medical energency involving the patient.

27 5. Upon witten application to and approval of the

28 director, a participant's records shall be disclosed for

29 public duties, audits, and other purposes directly related to
30 the admi nistration of the departnent.

31 6. A participant's records shall be disclosed to the
32 participant upon the participant's witten request.
33 7. A person shall not solicit, disclose, receive, use,

34 authorize, or knowingly permt, participate in, or acquiesce
35 in the use of confidential infornmation under this section for
1 comercial or political purposes.
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2 Sec. 9. Section 22.7, Code Suppl ement 1995, is anended by
3 adding the followi ng new subsecti on:
4 NEW SUBSECTI ON. 33. Records of the departnment of hunan
5 services pertaining to participants in the ganbling treatnment
6 program except as otherw se provided in section 225D.8 or this
7 chapter.
8 Sec. 10. Section 99D.7, subsection 21, Code Suppl enment
9 1995, is anended to read as foll ows:
10 21. To cooperate with the

—ganblers—assistance

— ganbl i ng

6 11 treatnent program adm ni stered by the departnent of human
6 12 services to incorporate information regarding the



—ganblers

6

13

—assi-stanhce
— ganbling treatnment programand its toll-free
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14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

tel ephone nunber in printed materials distributed by the
conmi ssion. The commission may require |icensees to have the
information available in a conspicuous place as a condition of
I'i censure.

Sec. 11. Section 99E. 9, subsection 8, Code Suppl enent
1995, is amended to read as foll ows:

8. The lowa lottery board shall cooperate with the

— ganbling treatment program adm nistered by

6 22 the department of human services to incorporate information
6 23 regarding the

— ganbling treatnent program
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24
25
26

and its toll-free tel ephone nunber in printed naterials
di stributed by the board.
EXPLANATI ON

This bill provides for the establishment of a ganbling
treatment program by the departnent of human services from
funds received under section 99E. 10 fromthe ganbler's
assi stance fund. The bill creates a ganbling treatnent
advi sory committee of 11 nmenbers appointed by the director of
human services. The committee is to be conposed of a broad
cross section of professionals and other interested persons
i nvol ved in providing, enforcing, adjudicating,
rehabilitating, or adm nistering ganbling ganes, |aws,
ganbl ers, or persons affected by ganbling. The bill also
specifies the powers and duties of the director and the
committee and outlines the basic features of the ganbling
treatment programto be provided by the departnent.

The bill also provides for the confidentiality of records
relating to participants in the ganbling treatnent program
Violators are guilty of a sinple m sdeneanor pursuant to
section 22.6.

BACKGROUND STATEMENT
SUBM TTED BY THE AGENCY

When the lottery |egislation passed, it established a
ganbl ers assi stance fund. The director of human services is
to adm nister the fund and provide prograns for persons
af fected by ganbling, education progranms, and preventive
services. The departnent nanages the ganbling treatnment
programto carry out the intent of the two sentences in the
| egi slation. The term "ganbl ers assi stance progrant confuses
some people into thinking the program hel ps educate people on
how to ganble. The nane change to "ganbling treatnent
progrant serves to clarify the purpose of treatnent for those
experiencing difficulty as a result of problem ganbling.

In addition, an advisory conmittee was established by the
departnent to offer advice and give direction in the
devel opnent and operation of a ganbling treatmnment program
Some menbers of the conmittee have been nore active than
others. Over the years, attendance has dw ndled. Many tines
when the comittee had been naking decisions or
recommendati ons on rules or other proposals, only the active
menbers were in attendance to give their opinion. There is
now no active advisory conmittee.

The department recommends the amendnment of the |owa Code by
addi ng | anguage specifying the establishnent of a ganbling



7 33 treatnent program and to include the ganbling treatnent
7 34 advisory conmittee.
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