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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act to amend the criteria necessary to establish that a person 

2 is seriously mentally impaired for purposes of involuntary 

3 hospitalization. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.P. H.P. 

1 Section 1. Section 229.1, subsection 14, paragraph c, Code 

2 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

3 c. Is unable to satisfy the person's needs for 

4 nourishment, clothing, essential medical care, or shelter so 

5 that it is likely that the person will suffer ~tlb~~aft~±ai 

6 physical injury, ~eriotl~ physical debilitation, or death 

7 wi~hift-~he-ree~oftabiy-Eore~eeabie-Etl~tlre. 

8 EXPLANATION 

9 This bill strikes language from one of the criteria that 

10 may be used to establish that a person is seriously mentally 

11 impaired for purposes of an involuntary hospitalization 

12 proceeding. The bill strikes language which requires that the 

13 physical injuries likely to be suffered are to be substantial; 

14 that requires that the physical debilitation that is likely to 

15 be suffered be serious; and that the physical injury, physical 

16 debilitation, or death be likely to occur within the 

17 reasonable foreseeable future. 
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HOUSE FII.lE 337 
H-3548 

1 Amend House File 337 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 7 the 
3 following: 
4 "Sec. Section 229.22, subsection 2, Code 
5 1995, is amended to read as follows: 
6 2. In the circumstances described in subsection 1, 
7 any peace officer who has reasonable grounds to 
8 believe that a person is mentally ill, and because of 
9 that illness is likely to physically injure the 

10 person's self or others if not immediately detained, 
11 may without a warrant take or cause that person to be 
12 taken to the nearest available facility as defined in 
13 section 229.11, subsections 2 and 3. A person 
14 believed mentally ill, and likely to injure the 
15 person's self or others if not immediately detained, 
16 may be delivered to a hospital by someone other than a 
17 peace officer. Upon delivery of the person believed 
18 mentally ill to the hospital, the chief medical 
19 officer may order treatment of that person, including 
20 chemotherapy, but only to the extent necessary to 
21 preserve the person's life or to appropriately control 
22 behavior by the person which is likely to result in 
23 physical injury to that person or others if allowed to 
24 continue. The peace officer who took the person into 
25 custody, or other party who brought the person to the 
26 hospital, shall describe the circumstances of the 
27 matter to the chief medical officer. If the chief 
28 medical officer finds that there is reason to believe 
29 that the person is seriously mentally impaired, and 
30 because of that impairment is likely to physically 
31 injure the person's self or others if not immediately 
32 detained, the chief medical officer shall at once 
33 communicate with the nearest available magistrate as 
34 defined in section 801.4, subsection 10. The 
35 magistrate shall ±mmed±~ee~y-p~oeeed-eo-ehe-~~e±~±ey 
36 where-ehe-per~on-±~-dee~±"ed,-exeepe-eh~e-±~-ehe-eh±e~ 
37 med±e~~-o~~±eerL~-eommtln±e~e±on-w±eh-ehe-m~9±~er~ee 
38 oeetlr~-beeween-ehe-hotl~~-o~-m±dn±9he-~nd-ehe-nexe 
39 ~tleeeed±n9-~even-oLe~oek-~7m7-~nd-ehe-m~9±~e~~ee-deem~ 
40 ±e-~pprop~±~ee-tlnde~, based upon the circumstances 
41 described by the chief medical officer, ehe-m~9±~er~ee 
42 m~y-de~~y-90±n9-eo-ehe-~~e±~±ey-~nd-±n-eh~e-e~~e-~h~~~ 
43 give the chief medical officer verbal instructions 
44 either directing that the person be released forthwith 
45 or authorizing the person's continued detention at 
46 that facility. In the latter case, the magistrate 
47 shall: 
48 a. By 
49 day, file 
50 substance 
H-3548 

the close of business on the next working 
with the clerk a written report stating the 
of the information on the basis of which the 
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1 person's continued detention was ordered; and 
2 b. A~~±~e-at Proceed to the facility where the 
3 person is being detained ~et-late~-tha~-e±9ht-o~eloe~ 
4 a7m7-o~-the-~ame-day-oM-~hieh-the-eh±ef-med±eal 

Page 4 

5 offiee~~~-~ot±~±eat±oM-eeetl~~ within twenty-four hours 
6 of giving instructions that the person be detained. II 

7 2. Title page, line 1, by inserting after the 
8 word "cr iter ia" the following: "and procedures". 

H-3548 FILED MARCH 28, 1995 

~ ~-~;?~-

. r; /(;?OV 

By WISE of Lee 
MYERS of Johnson 
WITT of Black Hawk 
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A BILL FOR 

Act to amend the criteria and procedures necessary to 

establish that a person is seriously mentally impaired for 

purposes of involuntary hospitalization. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

House Amendments 

HF 337 

lh/pk/25 



S.F. H.F. 331 

1 Section 1. Section 229.1, subsection 14, paragraph c, Code 

2 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

3 c. Is unable to satisfy the person's needs for 

4 nourishment, clothing, essential medical care, or shelter so 

5 that it is likely that the person will suffer ~tlb~ea"e±a~ 

6 physical injury, ~~~±Otl~ physical debilitation, or death 

7 w±eh±"-eh~-~~a~o"ab~y-fo~~~eeab~e-ftletl~~. 

8 Sec. 2. Section 229.22, subsection 2, Code 1995, is 

9 amended to read as follows: 

10 2. In the circumstances described in subsection 1, any 

11 peace officer who has reasonable grounds to believe that a 

12 person is mentally ill, and because of that illness is likely 

13 to physically injure the person's self or others if not 

14 immediately detained, may without a warrant take or cause that 

15 person to be taken to the nearest available facility as 

16 defined in section 229.11, subsections 2 and 3. A person 

17 believed mentally ill, and likely to injure the person's self 

18 or others if not immediately detained, may be delivered to a 

19 hospital by someone other than a peace officer. Upon delivery 

20 of the person believed mentally ill to the hospital, the chief 

21 medical officer may order treatment of that person, including 
- h 

22 chemotherapy, but only to the extent necessary to preserve the 

23 person's life or to appropriately control behavior by the 

24 person which is likely to result in physical injury to that 

25 person or others if allowed to continue. The peace officer 

26 who took the person into custody, or other party who brought 

27 the person to the hospital, shall describe the circumstances 

28 of the matter to the chief medical officer. If the chief 

29 medical officer finds that there is reason to believe that the 

30 person is seriously mentally impaired, and because of that 

31 impairment is likely to physically injure the person's self or 

32 others if not immediately detained, the chief medical officer 

33 shall at once communicate with the nearest available 

34 magistrate as defined in section 801.4, subsection 10. The 

35 magistrate shall ±mmedtaee±y-p~oeeed-eo-ehe-fae±±±ey-whe~e-ehe 

-1-



S.F. H.F·.-.237 

1 per~oM-±~-deea±Med,-e~eepe-ehat·-if-ehe-ehief-medieal-~ffteer~~ 

2 eommtlnieaeieft-with-'ehe-ma9i~erBee-Oeetlr~-beeween-ehe-hetlr5-ef 

3 mid"igh~-aMd-the-"e~t-stleeeed±Mg-~eveM-o~eloe~-a7m7-and-the 

4 magiserate-deems-±t-apprepriBte-tlMder, based upon the 

5 Circumstances described by the chief medical officer, the "P"'T__ _ 
6 magi~trate-ffiay-del&y-goi"9-te-the-faeility-aMd-in-ehae-ease 

------------------------.. ----~-.----,--------------------------------7 ~hall give the chief medical officer verbal instructions 

8 either directing that the person be released forthwith or .. 
9 authorizing the person's continued detention at that facility. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------10 In the latter case, the magistrate shall: 

11 a. By the close of business on the next working day, file 

12 with the clerk a written report stating the substance of the 

13 information on the basis of which the person's continued 

14 detention was ordered; and 

15 b. Arrive-ae Proceed to the facility where the person is 

16 being detained Mot-later-than-eighe-e~elee~-a7m7-of-the-same 

17 day-eM-whieh-the-ehief-med±eal-eff±eer~s-Met±f±eat±eM-oeetlrs 

18 within twenty-four hours of giving instructions that the 

19 person be detained. 
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HOUSE FILE 337 

AN ACT 

TO AMEND THE CRITERIA AND PROCEDURES NECESSARY TO ESTABLISH 

THAT A PERSON IS SERIOUSLY MENTALLY IMPAIRED FOR PURPOSES 

OF INVOLUNTARY HOSPITALIZATION. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 229.1, subsection 14, paragraph c, Code 

1995, is amended to read as follows: 

c. Is unable to satisfy the person's needs for 

nourishment, clothing, essential medical care, or shelter so 

that it is likely that the person will suffer sHbstantiai 

physical injury, S~~iOHS physical debilitation, or death 

wit"in-t"~-~~asonabiy-fo~~s~~abi~-fHtH~e. 

Sec. 2. Section 229.22, subsection 2, Code 1995, is 

amended to read as follows: 

2. In the circumstances described in subsection 1, any 

peace officer who has reasonable grounds to believe that a 

person is mentally ill, and because of that illness is likely 

to physically injure the person's self or others if not 

immediately detained, may without a warrant take or cause that 

person to be taken to the nearest available facility as 

defined in section 229.11, subsections 2 and 3. A person 

believed mentally ill, and likely to injure the person's self 

House File 337, p. 2 

or others if not immediately detained, may be delivered to a 

hospital by someone other than a peace officer. Upon delivery 
of the person believed mentally ill to the hospital, the chief 

medical officer may order treatment of that person, including 

chemotherapy, but only to the extent necessary to preserve the 

person's life or to appropriately control behavior by the 

person which is likely to result in physical injury to that 

person or others if allowed to continue. The peace officer 

who took the person into custody, or other party who brought 

the person to the hospital, shall describe the circumstances 

of the matter to the chief medical officer. If the chief 

medical officer finds that there is reason to believe that the 

person is seriously mentally impaired, and because of that 

impairment is likely to physically injure the person's self or 

others if not immediately detained, the chief medical officer 

shall at once communicate with the nearest available 

magistrate as defined in section 801.4, subsection 10. The 

magistrate shall imm~diateiy-p~oe~~d-to-th~-faeiiity-w"~~~-th~ 

p~~son-is-detain~d7-exe~pt-that-if-t"~-e"i~f-m~dieai-offiee~~s 

eommHnieation-wit"-t"e-ma9ist~at~-oeeH~s-b~tw~en-t"e-"oH~s-of 

midni9ht-and-t"~-n~xt-sHee~~din9-s~~~n-o~eioe~-a7m7-and-t"e 

ma9ist~at~-de~ms-it-app~op~iat~-Hnd~r, based upon the 

circumstances described by the chief medical officer, t"e 

ma9istrat~-may-d~iaY-90in9-~o-t"~-faeiiity-and-in-t"at-eas~ 

s"aii give the chief medical officer verbal instructions 

either directing that the person be released forthwith or 

authorizing the person's continued detention at that facility. 

In the latter case, the magistrate shall: 

a. By the close of business on the next working day, file 

with the clerk a written report stating the substance of the 

information on the basis of which the person's continued 

detention was ordered: and 

b. Arriv~-at Proceed to the facility where the person is 

being detained not-iater-t"an-ei9ht-o~eioe~-a7m7-of-t"~-sam~ 

day-on-w"ie"-t"e-e"ief-medieai-offie~r~s-notifieation-oeeHrs 
:t 
'TI 
W 
W ...... 
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within twenty-four hours of giving instructions that the 

person be detained. 

RON J. CORBETT 

Speaker of the House 

LEONARD L. BOSWELL 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 337, Seventy-sixth General Assembly. 

Approved ~M / 7 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 
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ELIZABETH ISAACSON 

Chief Clerk of the House 


