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S.F. H.F. 2~h? 
1 , , 

1 Section 1. Section 558.2, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 558.2 CORPORATION HAVING SEAL. 

4 In the execution of any written instrument conveying, 

5 encumbering, or affecting real estate by a corporation that 

6 has adopted a corporate seal, the seal of such corporation 

7 ~h8li may be attached or affixed to such written instrument. 

8 Sec. 2. Section 558.3, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 

10 558.3 CORPORATION NOT HAVING SEAL. 

11 If the corporation has not adopted a corporate seal, such 

12 fact ~h8ii may be stated in such written instrument. 

13 Sec. 3. Section 558.39, subsection 3, Code 1995, is 

14 amended to read as follows: 

15 3. In the case of corporations or joint-stock 

16 associations: 

17 On this .•. day of ...•. , A.D. 19 .• , before me, a .•...•.. 

18 (Insert title of acknowledging officer) in and for said 

19 county, personally appeared ••..••. , to me personally known, 

20 who being by me duly (sworn or affirmed) did say that that 

21 person is ....... (Insert title of executing officer) of said 

22 (corporation or association),-ehae-tehe-~eai-a€€±~ed-eo-~8±d 

23 ±~~e~tlme~e-±~-ehe-~eai-o€-~a±d-or-fto-~eai-ha~-beeft-p~oetlred-by 

24 ehe-~8±dt-teo~po~ae±o~-or-a~soe±ae±oftt and that said 

25 instrument was signed aftd-~eaied on behalf of the said 

26 (corporation or association) by authority of its board of 

27 (directors or trustees) and the said ......•. acknowledged the 

28 execution of said instrument to be the voluntary act and deed 

29 of said (corporation or association) by it voluntarily 

30 executed. 

31 Sec. 4. Section 558.39, subsection 3Ar Code 1995, is 

32 amended to read as follows: 

33 3A. In the case of limited liability companies: 

34 On this day of ..... , A.D. 19 .. , before me, a ..••.•.. 

35 (Insert title of acknowledging officer) in and for said 
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1 county, personally appeared ••..... , to me personally known, 

2 who being by me duly (sworn or affirmed) did say that that 

3 person is .•...•• (Insert title of executing member) of said 

4 (limited liability companY)7-~ha~-t~he-~eal-aff±~ed-~o-~a±d 

5 ±ft~~rttmeft~-±~-~he-~eal-of-~a±d-or-fto-~eal-ha~-beeft-proettred-by 

6 ~he-~a±dt-tl±m±~ed-l±ab±l±~y-eompaftyt and that said instrument 

7 was signed aftd-~ealed on behalf of the said (limited liability 

8 company) by authority of its managers and the said •••••..• 

9 acknowledged the execution of said instrument to be the 

10 voluntary act and deed of said (limited liability company) by 

11 it voluntarily executed. 

12 Sec. 5. Section 558.39, subsection 6, Code 1995, is 

13 amended to read as follows: 

14 6. In the case of a corporate fiduciary: 

15 On this •.. day of ••.••• , 19 .. , before me, the 

16 undersigned, a Notary Public in and for the State of Iowa, 

17 personally appeared .••••. and ••..•• , to me personally known, 

18. who, being by me duly sworn, did say that they are the 

19 .••.•.•• and ••••..•. , respectively, of the corporation 

20 executing the foregoing instrument; ~ha~-tfto-~eal-ha~-beeft 

21 proettred-byt-t~he-~eal-aff±~ed-~here~o-±~-the-~eal-oft-~he 

22 eorpora~±Oft7 that the instrument was signed taftd-~ealedt on 

23 behalf of the corporation by authority of its Board of 

24 Directors; that ••.•.. and .....• acknowledged the execution 

25 of the instrument to be the voluntary act and deed of the 

26 corporation and of the fiduciary, by it, by them and as the 

27 fiduciary voluntarily executed. 

28 Sec. 6. Section 558.39, subsection 7, Code 1995, is 

29 amended to read as follows: 

30 7. In the case of a limited partnership with corporate 

31 general partner: 

32 On this ... day of .•••.. , 19 .• , before me, the 

3.3 undersigned, a Notary Public in and for the State of Iowa, 

J4 personally appeared ...•..•. , to me personally known, who 

35 being by me duly sworn did say that the person is the •...•.•• 
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1 of .•....•. , the General Partner of .••..•.• , a .••.•. limi ted 

2 partnership, executing the foregoing instrument, th~t-Me-ge8~ 

3 h8g-beeM-preetlred-by-the-eerper~e±eM, that the instrument was 

4 signed on behalf of the corporation as General Partner of 

5 •..••... , a .••••. limited partnership, by authority of the 

6 corporation's Board of Directors; and that •...••.• as that 

7 officer acknowledged execution of the instrument to be the 

8 voluntary act and deed of the corporation and limited 

9 partnership by it and by the officer voluntarily executed. 

10 Sec. 7. Section 558.39, subsection 9, Code 1995, is 

11 amended to read as follows: 

12 9. In the case of joint ventures: 

13 On this ... day of ....•. , 19 .. , before me, the 

14 undersigned, a Notary Public in and for the State of Iowa, 

15 personally appeared ...... and ...... , to me personally 

16 known, who, being by me duly sworn, did say that they are the 

17 ..•... and ....•. , respect i vely, of ...••••. , an Iowa 

18 corporation, a joint venturer of .....••. , a joint venture, 

19 executing the foregoing instrument, eh~e-tMe-ge~~-h~g-beeM 

20 preetlred-byt-tehe-ge8~-8££±~ed-eherete-±g-ehe-ge8~-e£t-ehe 

21 eorper~e±eM, that the instrument was signed t8Md-ge8~edt on 

22 behalf of the corporation as a joint venturer of ........ , a 

23 joint venture, by authority of its Board of Directors; and 

24 that ••.•.• and .•...• , as such officers, acknowledged the 

25 execution of the instrument to be the voluntary act and deed 

26 of the corporation and joint venture, by the corporation and 

27 joint venture and by them voluntarily executed. 

28 Sec. 8. Section 558.39, subsection 13, Code 1995, is 

29 amended to read as follows: 

30 13. In the case of corporations or national banking 

31 associations acting as custodians pursuant to chapter 565B or 

32 any other Uniform Transfers to Minors Act: 

33 On this ... day of ...... , 19 .. , before me, the 

34 undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said State, personally 

35 appeared ..•... and ...... , to me personally known, who, by me 

-3-



S.F. H.F. ~3h7 

1 duly sworn, did say that they are the •••••. and ....•. , 

2 respectively, of the Corporation executing the foregoing 

3 instrument; ~ha~-tfte-~eal-ha~-beeft-p~eetl~ed-byt-t~he-~eal 

4 affi~ed-~he~e~e-i~-~he-~eal-eft-~he-ee~po~a~ieft7 that the 

5 instrument was signed taftd-~ealedt on behalf of the 

6 Corporation by authority of its Board of Directors; that 

7 ..•••. and .••••. acknowledged the execution of the 

8 instrument as custodian of •••.•••• (name of minor), under the 

9 ••.•..•• (State) Uniform Transfers to Minors Act, to be the 

10 voluntary act and deed of the person and of the custodian. 

11 (In all cases add signature and title of the officer taking 

12 the acknowledgment, and strike from between the parentheses 

13 the word or clause not used, as the case may be.) 

14 Sec. 9. Section 589.6, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

15 follows: 

16 589.6 INSTRUMENTS AFFECTING REAL ESTATE. 

17 All instruments in writing executed by a corporation before 

18 July 1, 1996, which are more than ~eft-yea~8-ea~lie~ one year 

19 old, conveying, encumbering, or affecting real estate, 

20 including releases, satisfactions of mortgages, judgments, or 

21 any other liens by entry of the release or satisfaction upon 

22 the page where the lien appears recorded or entered, where the 

23 corporate seal of the corporation has not been affixed or 

24 attached, and which are otherwise legally and properly 

25 executed, are legal, valid, and binding as though the 

26 corporate seal had been attached or affixed. 

27 EXPLANATION 

28 This bill removes the requirement that a corporation which 

29 has adopted a corporate seal affix it to all documents 

30 executed by it affecting real estate. The bill also deletes 

31 from the acknowledgment form the requirement of including an 

32 indication of whether the corporation has adopted a seal. The 

33 bill also legalizes instruments, executed before the effective 

34 date of this bill, which are more than one year old and which 

35 do not have a corporate seal affixed. 

-4-

LSB 3742HV 76 

mk/jj/8 

r fe 



Passed House, Date __________ _ 
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s.P'. H.F. 

Section~. Section 558.2, Code 1995, is arr.ended to :ead as 

2 follows: 

3 558. 2 CORPOR1l .. :;:O~ HAVING SEA:'. 

4 In the execution of any written instrument conveying, 

5 encumbering, or affecting real estate by a corporation that 

6 has adopted a corporate seal, the seal of such corporation 

7 ehai± illay be attached or affixed to such written instrument. 

8 Sec. 2. Section 558.3, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 

10 558.3 CORPOR~T=ON NOT F~VING SEAL. 

11 I: :~e corporation has not adopted a corporate sea:, such 

12 fact ehe== ~ be stated in such writter. instrume~t. 

13 Sec. 3. section 558.39, subsection 3, Code 1995, is 

~4 amended to read as follows: 

3. ~~ the case of co(porations or joint-stock 

16 associations: 

~7 On this ... day of ..... , A.D. 19 .. , before me, a ......•. 

18 (Insert title of acknowledging officer) In and for said 

19 county, personally appeared ....... , to me personally known, 

20 w~c being by me duly (sworn or affirmed) did say that that 

21 person :s ....... (Insert title of executing officer) of said 

22 (corpora~ion or association),-thae-tthe-eee=-e€f±xed-te-eeid 

23 ~~et=~~eMe-~~-ehe-sea=-e£-sa±o-e=-no-gea=-hcs-beeM-~~ee~~e~-by 

24 ~~e-ee!et-teo~~e~etien-o~-a~~eefaeiont and that said 

25 instrument was signed 8Me-eea±ed on behalf of the said 
26 (corporation or association) by authority of its board of 

27 (directors or trustees) and the said ........ acknowledged the 

28 execution of said instrument to be the voluntary act and deed 

29 of said (corporation or association) by it voluntarily 
30 @xec'..lted. 

31 Sec. 4. Section 558.39, subsection 3A, Code 1995, is 

32 ame~ded :0 read as follows: 

33 3A. In the case 0: :i~ited :iabi:ity companies: 
34 On :his day of ..... , A.D. 19 .• , before me, a 

3S ::nsert title of acknowledging officer) in and for said 
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1 county, personally appeared ....... , to me personally known, 
2 who being by me duly (sworn or affirmed) did say that that 

3 person is •.....• (Insert title of executing member) of said 

4 (l~mited liability companY)7-~ha~-t~he-~ea:-eff±xed-~o-~a±d 

5 ±~strtlment-±s-~he-see:-of-se±d-or-no-~ea:-hes-been-~roetlred-by 

6 ~he-se±dt-t~±m±ted-:±eb±%±ty-eom~enyt and that said instrument 

7 was signed e~d-see:ed on behalf of the said (limited liability 

8 company) by authority of its managers and the said ....... . 

9 acknowledged the execution of said instrument to be the 

10 voluntary act and deed of said (limited liability company) by 

11 it voluntarily executed. 

12 Sec. 5. Section 558.39, subsection 6, Code 1995, is 

:3 arr.ended to read as follows: 

14 6.:n the case of a corporate fiduciary: 

15 On this .•. day of .....• , 19 .• , before me, the 

16 ~r.de:signed, a Notary Public in and for the State of Iowa, 

17 personally appeared ...... and ...... , to me personally known, 

18 who, being by me duly sworn, did say that they are the 

19 ........ and ........ , respectively, of the corporation 

20 executing the foregoing instrument; ~~at-tno-~eBr-ha~-bee~ 

21 p~oe~~ed-byt~tthe-see~-eff±xed-the~eto-±s-the-see:-oEt-~he 

22 ee~~~~8~±e~; that the instrument was signed t~~d-~ee~edt on 

23 behalf of the corporation by authority of its Board of 
24 9irectors; that ...... and ...... acknowledged the execution 

25 of the instrument to be the voluntary act and deed of the 

26 corporation and oE the fiduciary, by it, by them and as the 

27 fiduciary voluntarily executed. 
28 Sec. 6. Section 558.39, subsection 7, Code 1995, is 

29 amended to read as follows: 

30 7.:n the case of a limited partnership with corporate 

31 ge~eral partner: 

32 On :~is ... day of ....•. , 19 .• , before me, the 

33 ~~cersigned, a Nota,y ?ublic i~ and for the State of Iowa, 

34 pe,so~ally appeared ........ , to me pe,sonally known, who 

35 be:~g by me duly swor~ did say that the person is the 
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1 of ........ , the General Partner of ........ , a ...... limited 

2 pa:-tner-ship, executing the foregoing instrument, ~hae-n~-5ea: 

3 ~es-been-?~ee~~ed-by-the-ee~?~~ae±en, that the instrument was 

4 signed on behalf of the corporation as General Partner of 

J •••••••• , a •..... limited partnership, by authority of the 

6 corporation's Board of Directors; and that ....•... as that 

7 officer acknowledged execution of the instrument to be the 

8 voluntary act and deed of the corporation and limited 

9 par-tnership 

10 Sec. 7. 

by it and by the officer voluntarily executed. 

Section 558.39, subsection 9, Code 1995, is 

11 amended to read as follows: 

12 9. In the case of joint ver.tures: 

13 On this ... day of ...... , 19 .• , befcre me, the 

14 undersigned, a Notary P~blic in and for the State of Iowa. 

~~ personally appeared ..... . and ...... , to me personally 

16 known, who, being by me duly sworn, did say that they are the 

17 ...... and ...... , respectively, of ......•. , an Iowa 

18 ccrpcration, a joint venturer of ........ , a joint venture, 

:9 exec~ting the foregoing instrument. thet-tne-seei-hes-oeen 

20 ~ree~~ee-b7t-tthe-gea~-e£€ixed-~he=e~e-~e-e~e-3ea=-eft-tne 

21 eer~e~et±e~~ that the :nstr~ment was signed te~e-gea~edt on 

22 behalf of the corporation as a joint venturer of ........ , a 

23 joint ven:ure, by authority of its Board of Directors; and 

24 t~at ...... and ...... , as such office~s, acknowledged the 

25 execu:ion of the instrument to be the voluntary act and deed 

26 of the corporation and joint venture. by the corporation and 

27 joint venture and by them voluntarily executed. 

28 Sec. 8. Section 558.39, subsection 13, Code 1995, is 

29 amended to read as fo:10ws: 

30 13. In the case of corporations or national banking 

31 associations acting as custodians pursuant to chapter 5653 or 

32 any ether Uniform Transfers to Minors Act: 

33 On this ... day of ...... , 19 .. , before me, the 

3 4 . . . . :..:::ce!:"s.:.gnec, a Notary P~blic in and for said State, personally 

35 appea~ed ...... and ......• to me personally known, who, by me 

-3-
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1 duly sworn, did say tha~ they are the .••... and .•.•.. , 

2 respectively, of the Corporation executing the foregoing 

3 instrument; ~he~-t~o-gea;-hag-bee~-?roe~red-~Y1-tehe-geai 

4 ef~~xeo-ehereeo-~g-ehe-gee±-of1-ehe-eor?oree~e~; that the 

5 instrument was sioned te~d-geelea1 on behalf of the 

6 Corporation by authority of its Board of Directors; that 

7 ...... and •.••.. acknowledged the execution of the 

8 instrument as custodian of ••••.... (name of minor), under the 

9 ........ (State) Uniform Transfers to Minors Act, to be the 

10 voluntary act and deed of the person and of the custodian. 

11 (In all cases add signature and title of the officer taking 

12 the acknowledgment, and strike from between the parentheses 

13 the word or clause not used, as the case may be.) 

14 Sec. 9. Section 589.6, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

15 follows: 

16 589.6 INSTRUMENTS A=FECTING REAL ESTATE. 

17 All instruments in writing executed by a corporation before 

I8 July 1, 1996, which are more than ee~-1eerg-ear±~er one year 

19 old, conveying, encumbering, or affec~ing real estate, 

20 including releases, satisfactions of mortgages, judgments, or 

2: any other liens by entry of the release or satisfaction upon 

22 the page where the lien appears recorded or entered, where the 

23 corporate seal of the corporation has not been affixed or 
24 attached, and which are otherwise legally and properly 

25 executed, are legal, valid, and binding as though the 

26 corporate seal had bee~ attached or affixed. 

27 EXPLANATION 

28 This bill removes the requirement that a corporation which 

29 has adopted a corporate seal affix it to all documents 

30 executed by it affecting real estate. The bill also deletes 

31 from the acknowledgment form the requirement bf including an 
32 :~dication oE whether ~he corporation has adopted a seal. The 

33 bill also ::'egalizes ir.struments, executed before the effective 
34 date of this bill, which are more than one year old and which 

35 do not have a corporate sea: affixed. 
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