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Act relating to city sewer or water utility connections. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 2224HZ 76 
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S.F. H.F. ~a5r 

1 Section 1. Section 384.38, sUbsection 3, Code 1995, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 3. A city may establish, by ordinance or by resolution 

4 adopted as an ordinance after twenty days' notice published in 

5 accordance with section 362.3, and a public hearing eOft~±~~eft~ 

6 w±~h-~he-~eqtl±~effieft~~-of-~ee~±oft-384~5a, one or more districts 

7 and schedules of fees for the connection of property to the 

8 city sewer or water utility. If the governing body directs 

9 that notice be made by mail, the notice shall be as required 

10 in section 384.50. Each person whose property will be served 

11 by connecting to the city sewer or water utility shall pay a 

12 connection fee to the city. The ordinance shall be certified 

13 by the city and recorded in the office of the county recorder 

14 of the county in which a district is located. The connection 

15 fees are due and payable when a utility connection application 

16 is filed with the city. A connection fee shaxx-no~-exeeed may 

17 include the equitable pa~~-of-ehe-eoeax-O~±9±ftax cost eo-ehe 

18 e±~y of extending the utility to the properties w±~h±ft-ehe 

19 d±~~~±ee,-xe~~-any-pa~e-of-ehe-eo~e-wh±eh-has-been-p~eV±Otl~xy 

20 a~~essed-o~-pa±d-~o-ehe-e±~y-tlnde~-~h±s-d±v±~±on-fV, including 

21 reasonable interest from the date of construction to the date 

22 of payment. All fees collected under this subsection shall be 

23 paid to the city treasurer. The moneys collected as fees 

24 shall only be used for the purposes of operating the utility, 

25 or to pay debt service on obligations issued to finance 

26 improvements or extensions to the utility. 

27 EXPLANATION 

28 This bill allows a city to adopt by ordinance or resolution 

29 after 20 days' notice, one or more districts and schedules of 

30 fees for connecting to city sewer or water. The bill requires 

31 that notice be published in accordance with section 362.3 

32 which generally requires publication in a newspaper published 

33 at least once weekly and having general circulation in the 

34 city. Any notice made by mail must be sent to each property 

35 owner whose property is subject to the assessment as required 
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S.F. _H.F. P,$ 

1 under section 384.50. 
2 The bill provides that the connection fee may include the 

3 equitable cost of extending the utility to the properties, 

4 including reasonable interest from the date of construction to 

5 the date of payment. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-2-

LSB 2224HZ 76 

js/jw/5 



HOUSE FILE 2259 
S-5527 

1 Amend House File 2259, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 26 the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. Section 384.38, Code 1995, is amended 
6 by adding~e following new subsection: 
7 NEW SUBSECTION. 4. If a city annexation plan 
8 includes annexation of an area adjoining the city and 
9 a petition has not been presented as provided in 

10 section 384.41, the state mandate contained in section 
11 4558.172, subsections 3, 4, and 5, shall not apply 
12 until such time as the annexation takes place or until 
13 the annexation plan is abandoned." 

0"* ~ c9-1 &w ft:;/ p c. f· J~:4) 
,/ ,/ ~ By MERLIN E. BARTZ 

S-5527 FILED MARCH 5, 1996 

HOUSE FILE 2259 
S-5684 

1 Amend House File 2259, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 1 .. Page 1, by inserting after line 26, the 
4 following: 
5 "This subsection shall not apply when a city 
6 annexation plan includes annexation of an area 
7 adjoining the city and a petition has not been 
8 presented as provided in section 384.41 for a ci~ 
9 sewer or water utility connection. Until annexation 

10 take~ace, or the annexation plan is abandoned, the 
11 state mandate contained in section 455B.172, 
12 subsections 3, 4, and 5, shall not apply unless the 
13 individual-property owner voluntarily pays the 
14 connection fee and requests to be connected to the 
15 city sewer or water utility~" 

5-5684 FILED APRIL 8, 1996 

.~~ 'f-f-9b 

(P. /;2"'9 

By MERLIN E. BARTZ 



.---------_. .---

SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 2259 
H-5899 

l _;mend House File 2259, as passed by the House, as 
2 follo\vs: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 26, the 
4 follo';-ling: 
5 "This subsection shall not applY ,vhen a city 
6 annexation olan includes annexa:ion of an area 
7 adioinina che cicy and a petition ~as not been 
8 ?res2~ted as 9ro~!ded in sec:io~ 384.41 Eor a city 
9 sewer or ~ater ~:ilitv connection. Until annexation 

:0 cakes piace, or :ne annexation ~:an is abandoned, the 
il state mandate contained in sect~on 4558.172, 
:2 s~osec:ions 3, 4, and S, s~a:l not acply unless the 
13 individual ~rcce~:v o~ne~ yol~n:arilv paYs the 
14 connection fee and ~eGuests :0 be co~nec:ed to the 
~j '-"''-i .3e~,·;e~ ':J!:, r .. ;a.:e: 'j:i::'itv,11 

~~CEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
8-5899 FILED A?RI: 9, 1996 

7J~ C-'c1"7--t-<!_<--<.--J->L-L-d2 47"~>h{p yj, /.5<;1/) 



HOUSE FILE 2259 

AN ACT 
RELATING TO CITY SEWER OR WATER UTILITY CONNECTIONS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 384.38, subsection 3, Code 1995, is 

amended to read as follows: 
3. A city may establish, by ordinance or by resolution 

adopted as an ordinance after twenty days' notice published in 

accordance with section 362.3, and a public hearing eOM~iseeMe 

wieh-ehe-~eqtli~emeMes-oE-seeeion-384.58, one or more districts 

and schedules of fees for the connection of property to the 

city sewer or water utility. If the governing body directs 
that notice be made by mail, the notice shall be as required 

in section 384.50. Each person whose property will be served 

by connecting to the city sewer or water utility shall pay a 

connection fee to the city. The ordinance shall be certified 

by the city and recorded in the office of the county recorder 

of the county in which a district is located. The connection 

fees are due and payable when a utility connection application 

is filed with the city. A connection fee sharr-noe-exeeed ~ 

include the equitable pa~e-oE-ehe-eoear-o~i9inar cost eo-ehe 

eiey of extending the utility to the properties wiehin-ehe 

dise~iee7-ress-any-pa~e-oE-ehe-eose-whieh-has-been-p~eviotlsry 

as~essed-o~-paid-eo-ehe-eiey-tlnde~-ehis-division-fV, including 

reasonable interest from the date of construction to the date 

of payment. All fees collected under this subsection shall be 

paid to the city treasurer. The moneys collected as fees 

shall only be used for the purposes of operating the utility, 

or to pay debt service on obligations issued to finance 

improvements or extensions to the utility. 
This subsection shall not apply when a city annexation plan 

includes annexation of an area adjoining the city and a 

House File 2259, p. 2 

petition has not been presented as provided in section 384.41 

for a city sewer or water utility connection. Until 

annexation takes place, or the annexation plan is abandoned, 
the state mandate contained in section 455B.172, subsections 

3, 4, and 5, shall not apply unless the individual property 
owner voluntarily pays the connection fee and requests to be 

connected to the city sewer or water utility. 

RON J. CORBETT 

Speaker of the House 

LEONARD L. BOSWELL 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 2259, Seventy-sixth General Assembly. 

ELIZABETH ISAACSON 

Chief Clerk of the House 

Approved ~~ , 1996 
I 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 
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