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Act relating to the administration of county fairs, by 

appropriating and distributing state aid for the fairs. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

" 
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S.P. __ H.P. a2~ 

1 Section 1. Section 174.9, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

2 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

3 Each eligible society which is a member of the association 

4 of Iowa fairs and which conducts a county fair shall be 

5 entitled to receive aid from the state i£-ie-£i~e~ as provided 

6 in this chapter. In order to be eligible for state aid, a 

7 society must file with the ~eaee-£air-board treasurer of state 

8 on or before November 1 of each year, a ~worn statement which 

9 shall show: 

10 Sec. 2. Section 174.9, subsection 4, Code 1995, is amended 

11 to read as follows: 

12 4. A copy of the published financial statement published 

13 as required by law, together with proof of such publication 

14 and a certified statement showing an itemized list of premiums 

15 awarded, and such other information as the seaee-£air-board 

16 treasurer of state may require. 

17 Sec. 3. Section 174.10, Code Supplement 1995, is amended 

18 to read as follows: 

19 ~~--Phe-a~~ro~riaeion-whieh-is-made-bienn±a~~y-£or-~eaee 

20 aid-eo-ehe-£oregoing-soeieeie~-sha~~-be-avai~ab~e-and 

21 a~~~±eab~e-eo-±neor~oraeed-~oe±ee±e~-O£-6-ptlre~y-agrietl~etlr6~ 

22 n6etlre-whieh-were-eneie~ed-eo-draw-e±9he-htlndred-£i£ey-do~~6r~ 

23 or-more-se6ee-6id-in-~9~67-or-soeieeies-~oe6eed-in-eotlne±es 

24 ehae-have-no-oeher-£air-or-agrietl~etlra~-soeieeY7-6nd-whieh 

25 were-in-exi~eenee-6nd-drew-seaee-aid-in-~9~67-exeepe-ehae-in-a 

26 eotlney-where-ehere-are-ewo-de£±niee~y-separaee-eotlney 

. 27 exeension-o££±ees7-ewo-agr±etl~etlra~-soe±eeies-may-reeeive 

28 seaee-aid~--Phe-provis±ons-o£-seee±on-lT4~l-as-eo-ownersh±p-o£ 

29 properey-sha~~-noe-app~y-eo-soeiee±es-tlnder-eh±s-seee±on~ 

30 ~~ 1. fn-eotlne±es-hav±ng-ewo-±neorporaeed-agr±etl~etlra~ 

31 ~oeiee±es-eondtlee±ng-eotlney-£a±rS7-btle-noe-hav±ng-ewo 

32 de£±n±ee~y-separaee-eotlney-exeens±on-o££±ees7-ehe-seaee-a±d 

33 sha~~-be-proraeed-beeween-ehe-ewo-soe±ee±es-or7-±£ There is 

34 appropriated from the general fund of the state for each 

35 fiscal year, the amount of four hundred ninety-five thousand 
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1 dollars to the treasurer of state for purposes of providing 

2 state aid to eligible societies to support county fairs. 

3 2. Each county shall receive an equal share of the moneys 

4 to support one or more societies conducting one or more county 

5 fairs in that county, if the society or societies are eligible 

6 for the state aid. Moneys shall be paid directly to each 

7 eligible society. 

8 3. The association of Iowa fairs shall provide the 

9 treasurer of state with a list of each society in a county 

10 which is a member of the association and conducts a fair in 

11 that county as provided in this chapter. If a county has more 

12 than one fair, the association shall list the name of each 

13 society conducting a fair in that county for three or more 

14 years. The treasurer of state shall not authorize payment of 

15 state aid to a society, unless the society complies with 

16 section 174.9 and the name of the society appears on the 

17 association's list. 

18 4. If a county has more than one fair eligible for state 

19 aid, the amount of state aid for that county shall be divided 

20 equally among the eligible societies in that county. 

21 5. If no society in a county qualifies to receive state 

22 aid, that county's share shall be divided equally among the 

23 counties with societies eligible for state aid, as provided in 

24 this section. 

25 6. If an official county fair is designated by election, 

26 the total amount of state aid for that county shall be paid to 

27 that society determined to be conducting the official county 

28 fair. The board of supervisors, upon receiving a petition 

29 which meets the requirements of section 331.306, shall submit 

30 to the registered voters of the county at the next general 

31 election following submission of the petition or at a special 

32 election if requested by the petitioners at no cost to the 

33 county, the question of which fair shall be designated as the 

34 official county fair. Notice of the election shall be given 

35 as provided in section 49.53. The fair receiving a majority 
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1 of the votes cast on the question shall be designated the 

2 official county fair. ~o-qttali~y-a~-~he-o~~ieial-eott"~y-~ai~7 

3 ~he-~po"~o~i"g-~oeie~y-"eed-"o~-mee~-~he-eo"di~~o"~-P~o~~ded 

4 i"-~ttb~ee~io"-l. 

5 Sec. 4. Section 174.12, Code 1995, is amended to read as 

6 follows: 

7 174.12 PAYMENT OF STATE AID. 

8 The di~ee~o~ department of revenue and finance shall issue 

9 a warrant to any ~ society for the amount due a~ in state aid, 

10 less one five hundred dollars, as provided ~he-~ee~e~a~y-o~ 

11 ~he-~~a~e in this chapter. The ~ai~-boa~d-eer~±~ie~ treasurer 

12 of state must certify to the d±ree~or department that ~tteh the 

13 society ha~-eomplied-w±~h-~he-law-reia~±~e-~here~o-and-~ha~-a 

14 named is eligible under this chapter to receive the amount ±~ 

15 due ~he-~oe±e~y provided in section 174.10. The d±ree~or 

16 department shall issue a like warrant to the society for one 

17 the remaining five hundred dollarsL p~o~ided-~he if all of the 

18 following apply: 

19 1. The secretary of the state fair board certifies to the 

20 department that ~tteh the society had an accredited delegate in 

21 attendance at the annual convention for the election of 

22 members of the state fair board as provided in section 173.2. 

23 2. A district director of the association of Iowa fairs 

24 representing the district in which the county is located, and 

25 the director of the Iowa state fair board representing the 

26 congressi~nal district in which the county is located, certify 

27 to the department that the society had an accredited delegate 

28 in attendance at the district meeting. 

29 Sec. 5. Section 174.11, Code 1995, is repealed. 

30 EXPLANATION 

31 This bill amends a number of provisions in chapter 174, 

32 which relates to county and district fairs, and specifically 

33 provisions which provide for the appropriation and allocation 

34 of state aid to organizations referred to as societies which 

35 administer county fairs. 
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1 Current law provides that state aid is authorized by the 

2 secretary of the state fair board and paid biennially to 

3 societies based upon a formula calculating premiums paid by 

4 county fairs. The amount is limited to $2,000. Current law 

5 also provides that the department of revenue and finance must 

6 pay $100 of the aid amount only after the department receives 

7 a certification by the secretary of the Iowa state fair board 

8 that the society has attended the annual state convention. 

9 This bill requires that a society be a member of the 

10 association of Iowa fairs. It provides that the state 

11 treasurer is responsible for authorizing payment of state aid. 

12 The bill appropriates from the general fund of the state for 

13 each fiscal year, the amount of $495,000 to the state 

14 treasurer for purposes of allocating an equal share of state 

15 aid to each county. The association of Iowa fairs must 

16 provide the state treasurer with a list of each society which 

17 is a member of the association and conducts a fair in that 

18 county. If a county has more than one fair, the association 

19 must list the name of each society conducting a fair in that 

20 county for three or more years. The amount of state aid for a 

21 county having more than one fair is prorated among the 

22 societies in that county which have conducted fairs in that 

23 county for three or more years. If a county is not eligible 

24 to receive state aid, the bill requires that the county's 

25 share be divided equally among the counties with societies 

26 qualifying for state aid. Finally, the bill increases the 

27 amount required to be paid to a society based on attendance at 

28 an annual convention and district meeting to $500. In 

29 addition, the bill requires that a district director of the 

30 association of Iowa fairs and a director of the Iowa state 

31 fair board representing the county where the society is 

32 located must certify that the society attended a district 

33 meeting. 

34 

35 
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