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A Bill FOR 

Act relating to the regulation of private sewage disposal 

systems and semi-public sewage disposal systems and 

authorizing each local board of health to adopt rules relating 

to such regulation. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F'. 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. l37.6A CERTAIN SEWAGE DISPOSAL 

2 SYSTEMS. 

3 Each local board of health has authority over and shall 

4 adopt rules relating to the regulation and maintenance of 

5 private sewage disposal systems, as defined by section 

6 455B.171, and semi-public sewage disposal systems, as defined 

7 by section 455B.171, located within the local board's 

8 jurisdiction. 

9 Sec. 2. Section 137.7, subsection 4, Code 1995, is amended 

10 to read as follows: 

11 4. May issue licenses and permits and charge reasonable 

12 fees therefor in relation to the collection or disposal of 

13 solid waste and the construction or operation of private water 

14 supplies or-sewege-disposei-feeiii~ies. 

15 Sec. 3. Section 455B.172, subsections 2, 3, and 4, Code 

16 1995, are amended to read as follows: 

17 2. The department shall carry out the responsibilities of 

18 the state related to private water supplies 8nd-pri~e~e-sewe~e 

19 disposei-sys~ems for the protection of the environment and the 

20 public health and safety of the citizens of the state. 

21 3. Each county board of health shall adopt standards for 

22 private water supplies 8nd-prive~e-sewege-disposei-faeiii~ies. 

23 These standards shall be at least as stringent but consistent 

24 with the standards adopted by the commission. If a county 

25 board of health has not adopted standards for private water 

26 supplies and-prive~e-sewege-disposei-faeiii~ies, the standards 

27 adopted by the commission shall be applied and enforced within 

28 the county by the county board of health. 

29 4. Each county board of health shall ~egulate the private 

30 water supply and-prive~e-sewege-disposei-faeiii~ies located 

31 within the county board's jurisdiction, including the 

32 enforcement of standards adopted pursuant to this section. 

33 Sec. 4. Section 455B.172, subsection 5, unnumbered 

34 paragraphs land 2, Code 1995, are amended to read as follows: 

35 The department shall maintain jurisdiction over and 
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1 regulate the direct discharge to a water of the state. The 

2 department shall retain concurrent authority to enforce state 

3 standards for private water supply aftd-p~±~aee-~ewage-d±~po~ai 

4 £ae±i±e±e~ within a county, and exercise departmental 

5 authority if the county board of health fails to fulfill board 

6 responsibilities pursuant to this section. 

7 P"e-depa~emefte-~"aii-by-~~ie-adope-~eaftda~d~-£or-ehe 

8 eomme~e±a±-e±eaft±ft9-0£-p~±~8ee-~ew8ge-d±~po~8±-£8e±i±e±e~, 

9 ±fte±tld±ft9-btle-ftoe-i±m±eed-eo-~epe±e-eaft~~-8ftd-p±e~-tl~ed-eo 

10 eoi±eee-wa~ee-±ft-i±~e~eoe~-eoftf±ftemefte-~e~tleetl~e~,-aftd-fo~-ehe 

11 d±~pO~8i-o£-w8~ee-£~om-ehe-£8e±±±e±e~.--Phe-~e8ftcl8~d~-~haii 

12 ftoe-be-±ft-eoft£i±ee-w±e"-ehe-~eaee-btl±id±ft9-eode.--A-pe~~Oft 

13 ~"aii-ftoe-eOmme~e±8i±y-eie8ft-~tleh-£8e±i±e±e~-0~-d±~po~e-0£ 

14 wa~ee-£~om-~tleh-£8e±±±e±e~-tlftie~~-ehe-pe~~oft-h8~-beeft-±~~tled-8 

15 ±±eeft~e-by-ehe-dep8~emefte.--Phe-dep8~emefte-~h8ii-be 

16 exeitl~±~eiy-~e~poft~±bie-fo~-8dope±ft9-ehe-~e8ftd8~d~-aftd-±~~tl±ft9 

17 i±eeft~e~.--Howe~e~,-eotlftey-b08~d~-0£-he8ieh-~h8ii-eft£0~ee-ehe 

18 ~eaftd8~d~-aftd-i±eeft~±ft9-~eqtl±~emefte~-e~e8bi±~hed-by-ehe 

19 dep8~emefte.--Appi±e8e±Oft-£0~-ehe-±±eeft~e-~h8±i-be-m8cle-±ft-ehe 

20 m8ftfte~-p~0~±clecl-by-ehe-dep8~emefte.--b±eeft~e~-exp±~e-ofte-ye8~ 

21 £~om-ehe-d8ee-O£-±~~tle-tlftie~~-~e~0~ecl-8ftcl-m8y-be-~eftewed-±ft 

22 ehe-m8ftfte~-p~0~±ded-by-ehe-dep8~emefte.--Phe-i±eeft~e-o~-±±eeft~e 

23 ~eftew8i-fee-±~-eweftey-£±~e-do±±a~~.--A-pe~~oft-~±0±8e±ft9-e"±~ 

24 ~eee±oft-o~-ehe-~tlie~-adopeed-ptl~~tl8fte-eo-eh±~-~eee±oft,-±~ 

25 ~tlbjeee-eo-8-e±~±i-peft8±ey-o£-ftoe-mo~e-eh8ft-eWeftey-£±~e 

26 doi±8~~.--E8eh-clay-eh8e-a-~±0±ae±oft-eofte±fttle~-eoft~e±etlee~-a 

27 ~ep8~8ee-offeft~e.--Howe~e~,-ehe-eoeai-e±~±i-peft8iey-~"aii-ftoe 

28 exeeecl-f±~e-htlftcl~ecl-cloi±a~~-pe~-ye8~.--P"e-peft8iey-~haii-be 

29 a~~e~~ecl-fo~-a-~±oiae±oft-oeetl~~±ft9-eeft-d8y~-fo±iow±ft9-w~±teeft 

30 ftot±ee-of-ehe-~±oiae±oft-dei±~e~ecl-eo-the-pe~~oft-by-ehe 

31 clep8~tmeftt-o~-a-eotlftey-b08~cl-of-he8±eh.--Moftey~-eoi±eeeecl-by 

32 ehe-clep8~tmefte-o~-a-eotlftty-boa~cl-o£-he8±eh-f~om-the-±mpo~±e±oft 

33 of-e±~±±-peftait±e~-~ha±±-be-clepo~±eecl-±ft-e"e-gefte~ai-ftlftcl-o£ 

34 e"e-~eaee. 

35 Sec. 5. Section 455B.172, Code 1995, is amended by adding 
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1 the following new subsection: 

2 NEW SUBSECTION. 4A. This state, its departments, 

3 agencies, boards, bureaus, and commissions shall not possess 

4 regulatory authority over private sewage disposal systems and 

5 semi-public sewage disposal systems. Such regulatory 

6 authority rests with a local board of health as provided in 

7 section 137.6A. 

8 Sec. 6. Section 455B.183, subsection 3, unnumbered 

9 paragraph 1, Code 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

10 The operation of any waste disposal system or public water 

11 supply system or any part of or extension or addition to the 

12 system. This provision does not apply to a pretreatment 

13 system the effluent of which is to be discharged directly to 

14 another disposal system for final treatment and disposal, a 

15 semi-public sewage disposal system, the-eoft~trtlet±oft-of-wh±eh 

16 ha~-beeft-approved-by-the-departmeftt-aftd-wh±eh-doe~-ftot 

17 d±~eharge-±ftto-water-of-the-~tate or a private sewage disposal 

18 system wh±eh-doe~-ftot-d±~eharge-±ftto-a-water-of-the-~tate. 

19 The exemption of this paragraph shall not apply to any 

20 industrial waste discharges. 

21 EXPLANATION 

22 Currently, section 455B.172, subsections 1 through 5, grant 

23 the authority for regulation of private sewage disposal 

24 systems to each county board of health and require that the 

25 standards that each county adopts must be at least as 

26 stringent as the standards adopted by the environmental 

27 protection commission. This bill authorizes a local board of 

28 health to set standards by rule relating to the regulation of 

29 private sewage disposal systems and semi-public sewage 

30 disposal systems located within the county board's 

31 jurisdiction. The bill provides that the state of Iowa and 

32 its agencies shall not possess regulatory authority over 

33 private sewage disposal systems and semi-public sewage 
34 disposal systems. 

35 A "private sewage disposal facility" is defined as a system 
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1 which provides for the treatment or disposal of domestic 

2 sewage from four or fewer dwelling units or the equivalent of 

3 16 individuals on a continuing basis. 

4 A "semi-public sewage disposal system" means a system for 

5 the treatment or disposal of domestic sewage which is not a 

6 private sewage disposal system and which is not owned by a 

7 city, a sanitary sewer district, or a designated and approved 

8 management agency under section 1288 of the federal Water 

9 Pollution Control Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1288. 

10 The bill includes other changes which eliminate existing 

11 provisions relating to state regulation over private sewage 

12 disposal facilities and semi-private sewage disposal systems. 

13 Specifically, existing provisions pertaining to the commercial 

14 cleaning of private sewage disposal facilities and the 

15 licensing of cleaners of such facilities are eliminated. 

16 This bill also eliminates the existing provision 

17 prohibiting a local board of health from unreasonably 

18 interfering with existing patterns of private professional 

19 practice of licensed practitioners of the healing arts when a 

20 local board of health issues licenses and permits and charges 

21 reasonable fees thereof in relation to the construction or 

22 operation of sewage disposal facilities. 
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