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A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to education requirements for nurses.
2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
3
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Section 1. Section 152.5, subsection 1, paragraphs c and
d, Code 1995, are amended to read as follows:

c. Requires, for graduation of a registered nurse
applicant, the completion of at least a two academic year
course of study er-its-equivatent-which-is-integrated-in
theory-and-practice-as-prescribed-by-the-board.

d. Requires, for graduation of a licensed practical nurse
applicant, the completion of at least an one academic year
course of study er-its-equivatent-in-theery-and-practice as
prescribed by the board. |

Sec. 2. Section 152.7, subsections 3 and 4, Code 1995, are
amended to read as follows:

3. If-to-practice-as-a-registered-nursey-hotds-a-diptonma
or—degree—resu}ting—frem—the—ccmp}etion—of—a—ceurse—of—study
tn-a-program-approved-pursuant-to-section-152:57-subsection-t7
paragraph-telts Complete a course of study approved by the

board pursuant to section 152.5.

Notwithstanding section 152.5, a person enrolled in an

academic course of study for registered nurses on June 30,

1995, shall be allowed to apply for a license as a practical

nurse which shall be issued after demonstrating completion of

the equivalent of one academic year course of study in theory

and practice as prescribed by the board. Applicants obtaining

licenses under this subsection may be required to complete

additional continuing education requirements as prescribed by
the board.

4s--if-to-practice-as-a-litcensed-practicat-nursey;-hoids-a

diptoma-resuiting-from-the-comptetion--of-a-course-of-study-in
a-program-approved-pursuant-to-section-152+:57-subsection-%7
paragraph-tdt-er-has-successfutity-compteted-at-teast-one
academie-year-of-a-course-of-study-itn-a-proegram-approved
pursuant-te-section-152+-57-subsection-t;-paragraph-4ect-and-has
successfultiy-compieted-att-theoreticat-and-ctinteat-tratning
as-ts-required-for-a-licensed-practieal-nurses

Sec. 3. EVALUATION. The board shall complete a study by
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January 1, 1997, on the impact of modifications in the
licensed practical nurse educational requirements on the
availability of nursing personnel in Iowa. If the study
demonstrates a significant reduction in the availability of

nursing personnel, the board shall report these findings and

‘make recommendations to the general assembly.

EXPLANATION :

This bill requires that an individual complete one academic
year of study as prescribed by the board of nursing examiners
to be licensed as a practical nurse and two academic years of
study as prescribed by the board of nursing examiners to be
licensed as a registered nurse. The statute would no longer
recognize an equivalent in theory and practice. Section 152.7
is rewritten to simplify the language and reflect the changes

for the licensing of practical nurses and registered nurses.

A person enrolled in an academic course of study for
registered nurses on June 30, 1995, is allowed to apply for a
license as a practical nurse. Applicants may be required to
complete additional continuing education requirements. The
board is also required to complete a study by January 1, 1997,
analyzing the impact of this legislation on the availability
of nursing personnel and is to report back to the general
assembly. | |
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A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to education requirements for nurses.
2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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_ _Section 1. Section 152.5, subsection 1, paragraphs c and
d, Code 1995, are amended to read as follows:

c. Requires, for graduation of a registered nurse
applicant, the completion of at least a two academic year
course of study er-its-equivatent-which-is-integrated-in
theory-and-practice-as-prescribed-by-the-beard.

d. Requires, for graduation of a licensed practical nurse
applicant, the completion of at least an one academic year
course of study er-its-equivatent-in-theory-and-practiece as
prescribed by the board.

Sec. 2. Section 152.7, subsections 3 and 4, Code 1995, are
amended to read as follows:

3. %f-to-practice-as-a-registered-nurse;-heids-a-dipioma
or-degree-resutting-from-the-comptetion-of-a-course-of-study
tn-a-program-approved-pursuant-to-section-152-57-subsection-17
paragraph-“els Complete a course of study approved by the

board pursuant to section 152.5.

4s--If-to-practice-as-a-licensed-practicat-nurse;-hotds-a
dipitema-resulting-£from-the-compietion--of-a-course-of-study-in
a-program-approved-pursuant-to-section—-152s57-subsection-+
paragraph-td¥-or-has-successfuiiy-compteted-at-teast-one
academic-year-of-a-course-of-study-in-a-pregram-approved
pursuant-to-section-152+-57-subsectiton-ty-paragraph-“ect-and-has
sueccessfultly-compieted-ati-theoreticat-and-ectinicat-training
as—-ts-required-for-a-ticensed-practicat-nurses

EXPLANATION

This bill requires that an individual complete one academic
year of study as prescribed by the board of nursing examiners
to be licensed as a practical nurse and two academic years of
study as prescribed by the board of nursing examiners to be
licensed as a registered nurse. The statute would no longer
recognize an equivalent in theory and practice. Section 152.7

is rewritten to simplify the language and reflect the changes
for the licensing of practical nurses and registered nurses. .

BACKGROUND STATEMENT



1 SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY

2 The bill supports graduation from state-approved education
3 programs which provide comprehensive preparation for the roles
4 of the licensed practical nurse and registered nurse as the
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HOUSE FILE 217

AN ACT
RELATING TO EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR NURSES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

Section 1. Section 152.5, subsection 1, paragraphs c and
d, Code 1995, are amended to read as follows:

c. Requires, for graduation of a registered nurse
applicant, the completion of at least a two academic year
course of study er-its-equivaitent-which-is-integrated-in
theory-and-practice-as-preseribed-by-the-board.

d. Requires, for graduation of a licensed practical nurse
applicant, the completion of at least an one academic year
course of study er-its-equivalent-in-theery-and-practice as
prescribed by the board.

Sec. 2. Section 152.7, subsections 3 and 4, Code 1995, are
amended to read as follows:

3. if-to-practice-as-a-registered-nursey-hoids-a-dipiema
or-degree-resutting-£from-the-completion-of-a-course~of-study
tn-a-program-approved-pursuant-to-section-152s57-subsection-t7
paragraph-“e?: Complete a course of study approved by the

board pursuant to section 152.5.

Notwithstanding section 152.5, a person enrolled in an
academic course of study for registered nurses on June 30,
1995, shall be allowed to apply for a license as a practical
nurse which shall be issued after demonstrating completion of
the equivalent of one academic year course of study in theory
and practice as prescribed by the board. Applicants obtaining
licenses under this subsection may be required to complete

additional continuing education requirements as prescribed by

the board.
4---If-to-practice-as-a-licensed-practicai-nurse;-holds-a

dipioma-resuiting-from-the-compltetion--of-a-course-of-study-in

a-program-approved-pursuant-to-section~it52+-57-subsection-i7

House File 217, p. 2

paragraph-4d4-er-has-successfultiy-compieted-at-teast-one
academic-year-of-a-course-of-study-in-a-program-approved
pursuant-te-seection-152<-57-3ubsection-iy-paragraph-tet-and-has
successfully-compieted-ati-theoreticai-and-ciintcat-training
as-is-required-for-a-ticensed-practicat-nurses

Sec, 3. EVALUATION. The board shall complete a study by
January 1, 1997, on the impact of modifications in the
licensed practical nurse educational requirements on the
availability of nursing personnel in Iowa. If the study
demonstrates a significant reduction in the availability of
nursing personnel, the board shall report these findings and
make recommendations to the general assembly.

RON J. CORBETT
Speaker of the House

LEONARD L. BOSWELL
President of the Senate

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and
is known as House File 217, Seventy-sixth General Assembly.

ELIZABETH ISAACSON

Chief Clerk of the House
Approved (%4 4[25, 1995

TERRY E. BRANSTAD
Governor
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