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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to education requirements for nurses. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ____ ~ __ H.F. 2/7 

1 Section 1. Section 152.5, subsection 1, paragraphs c and 

2 d, Code 1995, are amended to read as follows: 

3 c. Requires, for graduation of a registered nurse 

4 applicant, the completion of at least a two academic year 

5 course of study or-±~~-e~tl±~areft~-wh±eh-±~-±ft~e9ra~ed-±ft 

6 theory-aftd-prae~±ee-a~-pre~eribed-by-ehe-board. 

7 d. Requires, for graduation of a licensed practical nurse 

8 applicant, the completion of at least an one academic year 

9 course of study or-±e~-e~~i~a~en~-in-eheory-and-praee±ee as 

10 prescribed by the board. 

11 Sec. 2. Section 152.7, subsections 3 and 4, Code 1995, are 

12 amended to read as follows: 

13 3. f£-~o-prae~iee-a~-a-re9±~eered-ntlr~e,-ho~d~-a-dip~offia 

14 or-de9ree-re~tl~e±n9-£roffi-ehe-eoffip~eeioft-o£-a-eotlr~e-o£-~~tldy 

15 ±n-a-pro9raffi-appro~ed-ptlr~tlan~-eo-~eeeion-i5~.5,-~tlb~eeeioft-i, 

16 para9raph-ueu. Complete a course of study approved by the 

17 board pursuant to section 152.5. 

18 Notwithstanding section 152.5, a person enrolled in an 

19 academic course of study for registered nurses on June 30, 

20 1995, shall be allowed to apply for a license as a practical 

21 nurse which shall be issued after demonstrating completion of 

22 the equivalent of one academic year course of study in theory 

23 and practice as prescribed by the board. Applicants obtaining 

24 licenses under this subsection may be required to complete 

25 additional continuing education requirements as prescribed by 

26 the board. 

27 4.--f£-eo-prae~iee-a~-a-~ieeftged-praetiea~-ntlr~e,-hoid~-a 

28 dipioffia-re~tli~±ft9-£roffi-the-eoffipie~ion--o£-a-eotlr~e-o£-~ttldy-±ft 

29 a-pro9raffi-appro~ed-ptlr~tlane-eo-~eetion-~5~.5,-~tlb~eeeiOft-~, 

30 para9raph-udu-or-ha~-~tleee~~£tl~~y-eoffip~eeed-ae-~ea~e-one 

31 aeadeffiie-year-o£-a-eotlr~e-o£-~etldy-in-a-pro9raffi-appro~eo 

32 ptlr~tlant-eo-~eeeion-r5~.5,-~tlb~eeeion-i,-para9raph-ueu-aftd-ha~ 

33 ~tleee~~£tlrry-eoffip±e~ed-a±±-theoree±eai-aftd-e±iniea~-erainift9 

34 a~-i~-reqtlired-£or-a-iieeft~ed-prae~iea±-ntlr~e. 

35 Sec. 3. EVALUATION. The board shall complete a study by 
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S.P. H.P. 2/7 

January 1, 1997, on the impact of modifications in the 

licensed practical nurse educational requirements on the 

availability of nursing personnel in Iowa. If the study 

demonstrates a significant reduction in the availability of 

nursing personnel, the board shall report these findings and 

make recommendations to the general assembly. 

EXPLANATION 

This bill requires that an individual complete one academic 

year of study as prescribed by the board of nursing examiners 

to be licensed as a practical nurse and two academic years of 

study as prescribed by the board of nursing examiners to be 

licensed as a registered nurse. The statute would no longer 

recognize an equivalent in theory and practice. Section 152.7 

is rewritten to simplify the language and reflect the changes 

for the licensing of practical nurses and registered nurses. 

A person enrolled in an academic course of study for 

registered nurses on June 30, 1995, is allowed to apply for a 

license as a practical nurse. Applicants may be required to 

complete additional continuing education requirements. The 

board is also required to complete a study by January 1, 1997, 

analyzing the impact of this legislation on the availability 

of nursing personnel and is to report back to the general 

assembly. 
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A BilL FOR 

1 An Act relating to education requirements for nurses. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ________ H.F. 

(~ : 
\t 
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1 ,,_Section 1. Section 152.5, subsection 1, paragraphs c and 
2 d, Code 1995, are amended to read as follows: 
3 c. Requires, for graduation of a registered nurse 

4 applicant, the completion of at least a two academic year 

5 course of study er-~e8-eqtt~~aiene-wh~eh-~8-~neegraeed-~n 

6 eheory-and-~raee~ee-a8-~re8er~bed-by-ehe-beard. 

7 d. Requires, for graduation of a licensed practical nurse 

8 applicant, the completion of at least an one academic year 

9 course of study or-~e8-eqtt~~aiene-~n-eheery-and-~raee~ee as 

10 prescribed by the board. 
11 Sec. 2. Section 152.7, subsections 3 and 4, Code 1995, are 
12 amended to read as follows: 

13 3. i£-eo-~raee~ee-a8-a-reg~8eered-nttr8e,-hoid8-a-d~~iema 

14 er-degree-re8ttie~ng-£rom-ehe-eompiee~on-e£-e-eOttr8e-o£-8ettdy 

15 ~n-a-~rogrem-a~pro~ed-~ttr8ttane-eo-8eee~on-i5z.5,-8ttb8eee~on-i, 

16 pa~agre~h-ueu. Complete a course of study approved by the 

17 board pursuant to section 152.5. 

18 4.--!£-eo-praee~ee-a8-e-iieen8ed-praee~eei-nttr8e,-hoid8-a 

19 d~~iome-re8ttie~ng-£rom-ehe-eem~iee~on--o£-e-eOttr8e-o£-8ettdy-~n 
20 e-p~ogram-a~pro~ed-ptt~8ttane-eo-8ee~ion-i5z.5'-8ttb8eeeion-i, 

21 ~a~agre~h-Udu-or-ha8-8tteee88£ttiiy-eompie~ed-e~-iea8~-one 

22 aeadem~e-yeer-o£-a-eOtt~8e-o£-8ettdy-in-a-p~ogram-a~p~o~ed 

23 ~tt~8ttan~-eo-8eee~on-i5z.5,-8ttb8ee~ion-i,-pa~agreph-Ueu-and-he8 

24 8tteee88£ttiiy-eom~ie~ed-aii-eheore~ieai-end-ei~nieai-eraining 

25 e8-~8-reqtt~red-£or-a-i~een8ed-preee~eai-ntt~8e. 
26 EXPLANATION 

27 This bill requires that an individual complete one academic 
28 year of study as prescribed by the board of nursing examiners 

29 to be licensed as a practical nurse and two academic years of 

30 study as prescribed by the board of nursing examiners to be 

31 licensed as a registered nurse. The statute would no longer 

32 recognize an equivalent in theory and practice. Section 152.7 

33 is rewritten to simplify the language and reflect the changes 
34 for the licensing of practical nurses and registered nurses. 

35 BACKGROUND STATEMENT 
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• S.F. ____ H.F. 

1 SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 

2 The bill supports graduation from state-approved education 

3 programs which provide comprehensive preparation for the roles 

4 of the licensed practical nurse and registered nurse as the 

5 most appropriate requirement for licensure. 
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HOUSE FILE 217 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR NURSES. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 152.5, subsection 1, paragraphs c and 
d, Code 1995, are amended to read as follows: 

c. Requires, for graduation of a registered nurse 
applicant, the completion of at least a two academic year 

course of study or-ies-eq~iv8iefte-whieh-is-ifteegr8eed-ift 
eheorY-8ftd-praeeiee-8s-preseribed-by-ehe-board. 

d. Requires, for graduation of a licensed practical nurse 

applicant, the completion of at least aft ~ academic year 

course of study or-ies-eq~i¥8%efte-ift-eheory-aftd-praeeiee as 

prescribed by the board. 

Sec. 2. Section 152.7, subsections 3 and 4, Code 1995, are 
amended to read as follows: 

3. f£-eo-praeeiee-as-8-re9iseered-ft~rse,-hoids-a-dipioM8 

or-degree-res~ieift9-£rOM-ehe-eoMpieeioft-o£-a-eo~rse-o£-se~dy 

ift-a-prograM-8ppro¥ed-p~rs~afte-eo-seeeioft-i5~75,-s~bseeeioft-i, 

psrsgr8ph-llell7 Complete a course of study approved by the 
board pursuant to section 152.5. 

Notwithstanding section 152.5, a person enrolled in an 
academic course of study for registered nurses on June 30, 
1995, shall be allowed to apply for a license as a practical 
nurse which shall be issued after demonstrating completion of 

the equivalent of one academic year course of study in theory 
and practice as prescribed by the board. Applicants obtaining 
licenses under this subsection may be required to complete 
additional continuing education requirements as prescribed by 
the board. 

47--f£-eo-prseeiee-as-a-iieeftsed-praeeieai-ft~rse,-heids-a 

dipieMa-res~ieift9-£reM-ehe-eeMpieeieft--e£-a-ee~r8e-e£-se~dy-ift 

8-prograM-8ppre¥ed-p~r8~ane-ee-8eeeien-i5~75,-s~bseeeien-i, 

House File 217, p. 2 

paragraph-lldll-er-h8s-s~eeess£~iiy-eOMp%eeed-ae-iease-ene 

8eadeMie-year-of-a-eo~rse-o£-se~dy-ift-a-progr8M-appro¥ed 

p~rs~ane-~o-seetioft-%5~757-s~bseeeien-i,-para9raph-llell-and-has 

s~eeessf~iiy-eompieeed-aii-eheoreeieai-aftd-eiiftieai-erainiftg 

as-is-req~ired-£or-8-iieeftsed-praeeieai-n~rse7 

Sec. 3. EVALUATION. The board shall complete a study by 

January 1, 1997, on the impact of modifications in the 
licensed practical nurse educational requirements on the 
availability of nursing personnel in Iowa. If the study 
demonstrates a significant reduction in the availability of 

nursing personnel, the board shall report these findings and 

make recommendations to the general assembly. 

RON J. CORBETT 

Speaker of the House 

LEONARD L. BOSWELL 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 
is known as House File 217, Seventy-sixth General Assembly. 

ELIZABETH ISAACSON 

Approved ~/125, 
Chief Clerk of the House 

1995 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 
Governor 
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