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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the method of filling vacancies for elective 
2 county offices. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. ~g~ 

1 Section 1. Section 69.l4A, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 

2 1995, is amended to read as follows: 

3 a. By appointment by the committee of county officers 

4 designated to fill the vacancy in section 69.8. The 

5 appointment shall be for the period until the next pending 

6 election as defined in section 69.12, and shall be made within 

7 forty days after the vacancy occurs. If the committee of 

8 county officers designated to fill the vacancy chooses to 

9 proceed under this paragraph, the committee shall publish 

10 notice in the manner prescribed by section 331.305 stating 

11 that the committee intends to fill the vacancy by appointment 

12 btle-ehae-ehe-e~eeeo~g-oE-ehe-d±ge~±et-o~-eotl~ey,-ag-ehe-eage 

13 may-be,-ha~e-ehe-~±9ht-eo-E±~e-a-pee±e±oM-~eqtl±~±M9-ehae-ehe 

14 vaeaMey-be-E±~~ed-by-gpee±a~-e~eee±on. The committee may 

15 publish notice in advance if an elected official submits a 

16 resignation to take effect at a future date. The committee 

17 may make an appointment to fill the vacancy after the notice 

18 is published or after the vacancy occurs, whichever is later. 

19 A person appointed to an office under this subsection shall 

20 have actually resided in the county which the appointee 

21 represents sixty days prior to appointment. 

22 Howe~e~,-±E-w±eh±n-Eotl~eeen-dayg-aEee~-ptlb~±eae±on-oE-ehe 

23 noe±ee-o~-w±eh±n-Eotl~eeen-dayg-aEee~-ehe-appo±~tffiene-±g-ffiade, 

24 wh±ehe~e~-±g-~aee~,-a-pee±e±on-±g-E±led-w±eh-ehe-eotlney 

25 atld±eo~-~eqtlege±n9-a-gpee±a~-e~eee±on-eo-E±~~-ehe-~aeaney,-ehe 

26 appo±nemene-±g-eempo~a~y-ano-a-gpee±a~-e~eee±on-gha~~-be 

27 ea~~ed-ag-p~o~±ded-±n-pa~a9~aph-llbll.--Phe-pee±e±on-gha~~-meee 

28 ehe-~eqtl±~emeneg-oE-geee±on-33l.3e6,-e~eepe-ehae-±n-eotlne±eg 

29 whe~e-gtlpe~~±go~g-a~e-e~eeeed-tlftde~-plan-lleh~eell,-ehe-ntlffibe~ 

30 oE-g±9naetl~eg-ea~etl~aeed-aeeo~d±n9-eo-ehe-Eo~ffitl~a-±n-geee±on 

31 33~.3e6-gha~~-be-d±~±ded-by-ehe-ntlffibe~-o£-gtlpe~~±go~-d±ge~±eeg 

32 ±n-ehe-eotlney. 

33 Sec. 2. Section 69.l4A, subsection 1, paragraph b, 

34 unnumbered paragraphs 1 and 2, Code 1995, are amended to read 

35 as follows: 
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S.F. H.F. 

-
1 an elected official submits a resignation to take effect at a 

2 future date. The board may make an appointment to fill the 

3 vacancy after the notice is published or after the vacancy 

4 occurs, whichever is later. A person appointed to an office 

5 under this subsection shall have actually resided in the 

6 county which the appointee represents sixty days prior to 

7 appointment. 

8 Howe~er,-±~-w±eh±n-~etlreeen-oey~-efeer-ptlbl±eee±en-o~-ehe 

9 noe±ee-or-w±eh±n-~etlreeen-oeys-efeer-ehe-eppo±nemene-±~-ffiaoe, 

10 wh±ehe~er-±~-laeer,-e-pee±e±on-±s-~±leo-w±eh-ehe-eetlney 

11 atlo±eor-re~tle~e±n~-a-~pee±el-eleee±on-ee-f±ll-ehe-~aeeney,-ehe 

12 appo±nemene-±~-eemporery-ano-e-~pee±el-eleee±on-~hall-be 

13 ealleo-a~-pro~±oeo-±n-para~raph-llbll.--~he-pee±e±on-~hall-meee 

14 ehe-re~tl±remene~-o~-~eee±on-33l.3e6. 

15 Sec. 4. Section 69.14A, subsection 2, paragraph b, 

16 unnumbered paragraphs 1 and 2, Code 1995, are amended to read 

17 as follows: 

18 By special election held to fill the office for the 

19 remaining balance of the unexpired term. The board of 

20 supervisors may, on its own motion, or-shell,-tlpon-reee±pe-o~ 

21 a-pee±e±on-as-pre~±oeo-±n-pere~raph-llell, call for a special 

22 election to fill the vacancy in lieu of appointment. The 

23 committee shall order the special election at the earliest 

24 practicable date, but giving at least thirty days' notice of 

25 the election. A special election called under this section 

26 shall be held on a Tuesday and shall not be held on the same 

27 day as a school election within the county. 

28 If a vacancy in an elective county office occurs after the 

29 date of the primary election and more than seventy-three days 

30 before the general election, a special election to fill the 

31 vacancy shall not be called by the board of supervisors or-by 

32 pee±e±on. If the term of office in which the vacancy exists 

33 will expire more than seventy days after the general election, 

34 the office shall be listed on the ballot with the name of the 

35 office and the additional description, "To Fill Vacancy". The 

-3-



S.F. H.F. ~()g~ 

1 person elected at the general election shall assume office as 

2 soon as a certificate of election is issued and the person has 

3 qualified by taking the oath of office. The person shall 
4 serve the balance of the unexpired term. 
5 EXPLANATION 

6 Iowa Code section 69.14A provides that a vacancy in an 

7 elective county office may be filled either by appointment or 

8 by special election. If the method chosen is by appointment, 

9 a special election may still be called if a petition is filed 

10 within 14 days of the notice of appointment. This bill 

11 strikes the provisions which allow a special election by 

12 petition when appointment has been chosen as the method of 
13 filling the vacancy. 
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1 person elected at the general election shall ass~~e o~fice as 

2 soon as a certificate ot election is iss~ed and :~e person has 

3 qualified by taking the oath of office. The persol~ shall 

4 serve the balance of the ~nexpired term. 

5 EXPLANATIO~ 

6 Io~a Code sectlo~ 69.14A provides that a vacancy !n an 

7 elec~ive county office may be tilled either by appointment or 

8 by special election. If the method chosen is by appointment. 

9 a spec1al election may still be called if a petitloll is filed 

10 wlth1n 14 days of the notice of appointment. Th1S 0111 

J.1 strikes the prov~sions which allow a specla: election by 

12 petition when appointment has been chosen as the method of 

13 fil1,ng the vacancy. 
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