
Passed 

Vote: 

Ulft.S) 
Senate, Date .3- 'A-9Y 
Ayes tf9 Nays ----'='0'-­

Approved ~ 

A BILL FOR 

/f. ;56_) 
Passed House\-'. Date 7/,:i?/ ff 3 

Vote: Ayes 2¥ Nays 0 

(, ' \ q "'L <._ 
\ ...-"' 

1 An Act relating to the provision of emergency medical services by 

2 a physician assistant, and providing for exemption from 

3 liability in certain situations. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section 147A.8 subsection 2, paragraphs c and 

2 d, Code 1993, are amended to read as follows: 

3 c. Employed by or assigned to a hospital as a me:nber of an 

4 authorized ambulance, rescue, or first response service, by 

s rendering lifesaving services ln the faCility in which 

6 employed or assigned pursuant to the advanced emergency 

7 medical care provider's certification and under the direct 

8 supervision of a physician, physician assista!lt, or registered 

9 nurse. An advanced emergency medical care provider shall not 

10 routinely function without the direct supervis~on of a 

ll physician, physician assistant, or registered nurse. However, 

12 when the physician, physician assistant, or registered nurse 

13 cannot directly assume emergency care of the patient, the 

14 advanced emergency medical care provider may perform without 

15 direct supervision advanced emergency medical care procedures 

16 for which that individual is certified if the life of the 

17 patient is in immediate danger and such care is required to 

18 preserve the patient's life; or 

19 d. Employed by or assigned to a hospital as a member of an 

20 authorized ambulance, rescue, or first response service to 

21 perform nonlifesaving procedures for which those individuals 

22 have been trained and are designated in a written job 

23 description. Such procedures may be performed after the 

24 pa:ient is observed by and when the advanced emergency medical 

25 care provider is under the supervision of the physicianL 

26 physician ~:...:._=-=~~:.:_~ac:;s:..:,s~l:;. s:::..::t.!:a~no:t':...!-, o r r e g i s t e r e d n u r s e a :1 d w he r e the 
27 procedure may be immediately abandoned without risk to the 
28 patient. 

29 Sec. 2. Section l47A.9, subsection l, Code 1993, is 
30 amended to read as follO\vS: 

31 l. When voice contact or a teleme~ered electrocardiogram 

32 is monitored by a physicianL e~ physicia~'s designee, ££ 
33 physician assistant, a~d direct co~~unication is maintained, 

34 an advanced emergency ~edical care provider may ~pon order of 

35 the monitoring physician or upon standing orders of a 
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physician transmitted by the monitoring physician's designee 

or physician assistant perform any advanced emergency medical 

care procedure for which that advanced emergency medical care 

provider is certified. 

Sec. 3. Section l47A.l0, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

follows: 

7 147A.l0 EXEMPTIONS FROM LIABILITY IN CERTAIN 

8 CIRCUMSTANCES. 

9 1. A physician~ or physician's designee, or physician 

10 assistant, who gives orders, either directly or via 

ll communications equipment from some other point, to an 

12 appropriately certified advanced emergency medical care 

13 provider at the scene of an emergency, and an appropriately 

14 certified advanced emergency medical care provider following 

15 the orders, are not subject to criminal liability by reason of 

16 having issued or executed the orders, and are not liable for 

17 civil damages for acts or omissions relating to the issuance 

18 or execution of the orders unless the acts or omissions 

19 constitute recklessness. 

20 

21 or 

2. A physician, physician's designee, physician assistant, 

advanced emergency rr.edical care provider shall not be 

22 subject to civil liability solely by reason of failure to 

23 obtain consent before rendering emergency medical, surgical, 

24 hospital or health services to any individual, regardless of 

25 age, when the patient is unable to give consent for any reason 

26 and there is no other person reasonably available who is 

27 legally authorized to consent to the providing of such care. 

28 3. An act of commission or omission of any appropriately 

29 certified advanced emergency medical care provider £I 
30 physician assistant while rendering advanced emergency medical 

31 care under the responsible supervision and control of a 

32 physician to a person who is deemed by them to be in immediate 

33 danger of serious injury or loss of life, shall 

34 liability upon the certified advanced err.ergency 

not impose any 

medical care 

35 provider or physician assistant, the supervising physician, or 
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1 any hospital, or upon the state, or any county, city or ot~er 

2 political subdivision, or the employees of any of these 

3 entities; 

4 pe::son of 

5 commission 

6 Sec. 4 • 

7 EXCEPT ION. 

provided that this section shall not relieve any 

liability for civil damages for any act of 

or omission which constitutes recklessness. 

NEW SECTION. l47A.l3 PHYSICIAN ASScSTANT 

8 This chapter does not restrict a physician assistant, 

9 licensed pursuant co chapter l48C, from staffing an authorized 

10 ambulance, rescue, or first response service if the physician 

11 assistant can document equivalency through education and 

12 additional skills training essential in the delivery of 

13 prehospital emergency care. The equivalency shall be accepted 

14 when: 

15 1. Documentation has been reviewed and approved at the 

16 local level by the med:cal director of the ambulance, rescue, 

17 or first response service in accordance with the rules of the 

18 board of physician assistant examiners. 

19 2. Authorization has been granted to that ambulance, 

20 rescue, or first response service by the department. 

21 EXPLANATION 

22 This bill provides that an advanced medical care 

23 may function in a hospital setting when employed or 

provider 

assigned 

24 to a hospital as a member of an authorized ambulance, rescue, 

25 or first response service by rendering lifesaving services in 

26 the facility under the direct supervision of a physician 

27 assistant and may perform nonlifesaving procedures after t~e 

28 patient is observed by and when the advanced emergency medical 

29 care provider is under the s~perv:sion of the phys:cian 

30 assistant under certain circumstances. The bill a"so provides 

31 that, when voice contact or an electrocardiogram is mon:tored 

32 by a physician assistant, in addition to ~he c~rren; provision 

33 for monitoring by a physician or registered nurse, and direct 

34 co~n~nication is maintained, an advanced emergency medical 

35 care provider may perform duties for which the advanced 
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~ l emergency medical care provider is certified. The bill 

I~ 

2 provides for extension of the exemption from liability to 

3 physician assistants under certain circumstances in 

4 performance of duties involving advanced emergency medical 

5 care providers, a~d provides that a physicia~ assistant is not 

6 restricted from staffing an a~thorized ambulance, rescue, or 

7 first response service if the physician assistant provides 

8 documentation of equivalency through education and additional 

9 skills training essential in the delivery of prehospital 
10 emergency care. 
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SENATE FILE 80 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE PROVISION OF EMERGENC1 MEDICAL SERVICES Bi 

A PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT, Atm PROVIOU~ FOR EXEMP1'[QN 

PROM LIABILITY IN CERTAIN SITUATIONS. 

BE IT ENACTED B1 THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE S~ATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 147A.8, subsection 2, paragraphs c and 
d, Code 1993, are amended to read as follows: 

c. Employed by or assigned to a hospital as a memb~r of an 
author1z~d al",bulancc, rescue, or first response service, by 

rendering lifesaving services in the facility in which 
employed or assigned pursuant to the advanced eMergency 
medical care prov1der'a certification and under the direct 
supervision of a physician, physician assistan!L or registered 
nurse. An advanced emergency medical care provider shall not 
routinely function without the direct supervision of a 
physician, physician aasi~t;.~!l~-'- or registered nurse. However, 
~hen the physicianL-£~xsJ~ian assistant, or reqistered nurse 
cannot directly assume emergency care of the patient, tne 

advanced emergency medical care provider may perform ~ithout 
direct supervision advanced emergency medical care procedures 

for ~hich that individual is certified if the llfe of the 
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patient is ln i~ediate danger and such care lS required to 
prer.erve the patlent's llfe; or 

d. E:mployed by or assigned to a hospital as a. mf!:Tibcr of an 
authorized ambulance, rescue, or flrst r~sponse service to 
p~rforn nonlifesavinq procedures (or which those individuals 
have been trained and are designated in a written job 
description. Such prccedures may be perforned after the 
patient is observed by and when the advanced e~ergency medical 
care providN is under the supervision of the physician_._ 

physician assistant, or registered norse and where the 
procedure ~ay be immediately abandoned without risk to the 

patient. 
sec. 2. Section 14'1A.9, subsection 1, Code 19g3, is 

amended to read as follows: 
1. 'rl'hen voice contact or a telcc;;.etered electrccardiogram 

is monU:ored by a phJsician.!. Ot' physician'fl. dcfl.iqnl?e, or 
£~_ician assistant, and dirP.ct co~unication is ~aintained, 
an advanced emerqency medical care provider may upon order of 

the monitoring pnysician or upon standing orders of a 
physician transmitted by the R".onitoring physician's dcsiqnec 

or _P.!1Y~.!.£!~-~Q.!>.i_st;!!_l!..!: perforn any advanced emergency medical 
car~ procedure for which that adv~nced emergency medical car~ 

provider is certified. 
Sec. 3. Section 147A.l0, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

follows: 
147A,l0 EXEMPTIONS FROH LIABILITY IN CERTAIN 

CIRCUMS'l'A~CES. 

1. A physicianL ¢t' physician's desiqncc. or physician 
assistant, ~ho giv~s orders, either directly or via 

cornr-lllnications equipnent from sane other point, to an 
appropriately certified advanced emergency ~~dical car~ 
provider at the scene of an enerqency, and an appropriately 

certified advanced emergency medical care provider following 
the orders, are not subject to criminal liability by reason of 
havinq issued or executed the orders, and are not liable for 
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civil damages foe acts or omissions relating to the issuance 

or execution of the orders unless the acts or o~issions 

constitute recklessness. 

2. A physici,,n, physician's designee, E._~Y~_i_E_i_~l! .. ~ssis.tant, 

or advanced emergency medical care provider shall not be 
subject to civil liability solely by reason of fa1lure to 
obtain con~ent before rendering e~ergency medical, surgical, 
ho~pital or health services to any individual, regardless of 
age, when the patient is unable to give consent !or any reason 

and there is no other person reasonably available who is 
legally authorized to consent to the providing of such care. 

3. An act of co!unission or omission of any appropriately 
certified advanced emergency medical care provid~r or 

£ht~ician assistant whlle rendering advanced emer9ency medical 
care under the responsible supervision and control of a 

physician to a person who is deemed by the~ to be in immediate 
danger of serious injury or loss of life, shall not inpose any 
liability upon the certified advanced en:.ergency medical care 
provider or physician ~~~stan~, the supervising physician, or 
any hospital, or upon the state, or any county, city or other 
political subdivision, or the err.ployf!e& of any of these 
entities: provided that this section shall not relieve any 
p~rson of liability for civil damages for any act of 
co~ission or omi5sion which constitutes recklessness. 

Sec. 4. NEW SEC~!.9~· 147A.l3 PHYSlCIAN ASSISTANT 
EXCEPl'ION. 

This chapt~r does not restrict a physician assistant, 
licensed pursuant to chapter 14BC, from staffing an authorized 

ambulance, rescue, or first response service if the physician 
a8sistant can document equivalency through education and 
additional skills traininq essential in the delivery of 

prPhospital e~erqency carP.. The equivalency shall be accepted 

whPn: 
1. DocumPntat.lon has been revieOI'ed and approved at the 

local level by the medical director of the anbulance, rescue, 

• 

Senat~ File 60, p. 4 

or first response service in accordance "."ith the rules of the 
board of physician assistant ~xaminers. 

2. Authorization has beer\ granted to that arr,hulance, 

rescue, or first response service by the dep~rtr.'ent. 
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President of the Senate 
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