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A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to the presence of victim counselors in

2 proceedings pertaining to the offense.

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY QF THE STATE OF IQOWA:
4
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SENATE FILE 293

$-3171

Amend Senate File 293 as follows:

1. Page 1, by striking lines 23 through 28 and
inserting the following:

" . This section does not affect the inherent
power of the court to regulate the conduct of
discovery pursuant to the Iowa rules of c¢riminal or
civil procedure or to preside over and control the
conduct of criminal or civil hearings or trials."

2. By renumbering as necessary.

By RALPH ROSENBERG

(Yol o B NN WU RN SR PRI 6 B o)
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Section 1. NEW SECTION. 910A.20 PRESENCE OF VICTIM

COUNSELORS.
1. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise

requires:

a. "Proceedings related to the offense” means any
activities engaged in or proceedings commenced by a law
enforcement agency, judicial district department of
correctional services, or a court pertaining to the commission
of a public offense against the victim, in which the victim is
present, as well as examinations of the victim 1n an emergency
medical facility due to injuries from the public offense which
do not require surgical procedures. "Proceedings related to
the offense” includes, but is not limited to, law enforcement
investigations, pretrial court hearings, trial and sentencing
proceedings, and proceedings relating to the preparation of a
presentence investigation report in which the victim is

present,
b. "Victim counselor" means a victim counselor as defined

in section 236A.1.

2. A vicitim counselor who is present as a result of a
request by a victim shall not be denied access to any
proceedings related to the offense.

3. Counsel for the defendant may object to communicat:i:on
between the victim counselor and the victim during the course
of a deposition, court hearing, or trial, and the court may
restrict such communication if the communication disrupts the
proceedings or poses the threat of creating an inappropriate
influence upon the testimony of the victim.

EXPLANATION

This bill provides that a victim counselor who is present
as a result of a request by a victim shall not be denied
access to any proceedings related to the offense. Defense
counsel may object to communications between a victim and the
counselor and the court may restrict the communication if it
1s disruptive., The bill defines "proceedings related to the
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offense” as including activities and proceedings of law
enforcement agencies, the judicial district departments of
correctional services, and courts pertaining to the commission
of a public offense agalnst the victim, in which the victim is
present, as well as examinations of the victim in an emergency
medical facility due to injuries from the public offense which

do not require surgical procedures.
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Section 1., NEW SECTION. 910A.20 PRESENCE OF VICTIM

COUNSELORS.
1., As used in this section, unless the context otherwise

requires:

a. "Proceedings related to the offense" means any
activities engaged in or proceedings commenced by a law
enforcement agency, judicial district department of
correctional services, or a court pertaining to the commission
of a public ocffense against the victim, in which the victim is
present, as well as examinations of the victim in an emergency
medical facility due to injuries from the public offense which
do not require surgical procedures. "Proceedings related to
the offense" 1ncludes, but is rnot limited to, law enforcement
investigations, pretrial court hearings, trial and sentencing
proceedings, and proceedings relating to the preparation of a
presentence investigation report in which the victim 1s
present.

b. "Victim counselor" means a victim counselor as defined
in section 236A.1.

2. A victim counselor who is present as a result of a
request oy a victim shall not be denied access to any
proceedings related to the offense.

%ﬁ This section does not affect the inherent power of the

court to requlate the conduct of d;scoverx pursuant to the
R A

Iowa rules of criminal or civil Erocedure or to Ereside over
L

and control the conduct of c¢riminal or civil hearings or
g - .-

trials.
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1 An Act relating to the presence of victim counselors in
proceedings pertaining to the offense.
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Section 1. NEW SECTION. 910A.20 PRESENCE OF VICTIM
COUNSELORS.
1. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise

requires:

a. "Proceedings related to the offense” means any
activities engaged in or proceedings commenced by a law
enforcement agency, judicial district department of
correctional services, or a court pertaining to the commission
of a public offense against the victim, in which the victim is
present, as well as examinations of the victim in an emergency
medical facility due to injuries from the public offense which
do not require surgical procedures. “Proceedings related to
the offense”" includes, but is not limited to, law enforcement
investigations, pretrial court hearings, trial and sentencing
proceedings, and proceedings relating to the preparation of a
presentence investigation report in which the victim is
present.

b. "Victim counselor" means a victim counselor as defined
in section 236A.1.

2. A victim counselor who is present as a result of a
request by a victim shall not be denied access to any
proceedings related to the offense.

EXPLANATION

This bill provides that a victim counselor who 1s present
as a result of a request by a victim shall not be denied
access to any proceedings related to the offense. The bill
defines "proceedings related to the offense”™ as including
activities and proceedings of law enforcement agencies, the
judicial district departments of correctional services, and
courts pertaining to the commission of a public offense
against the victim, in which the victim is present, as well as
examinations of the victim in an emergency medical facility
due to injuries from the public offense which do not require

surgical procedures.
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