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(! '~'~V A Bill FOR 

1 An Act relating to the jurisdlction of district associate judges. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SENATE FILE 2107 
H-5725 

l Amend Senate File 2107, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by str1k1ng lines 8 through 13 and 
4 inserting the following: "jur1sdiction of 1ndictable 
5 m1sdemeanors, and felony violations of sect1on 321J.2, 
6 and to make court appointments and". 
7 2. Page 1, by striking lines 21 through 27. 
8 3. By renumbering as necessary. 

H-5725 FILED MARCH 28, 1994 
c<. ~~ ¥-/1- fY 

f. /3S 9) 

By COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AND 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 
McNEAL of Hardin, Chairperson 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 2107 

S-5565 
1 Amend Senate File 2107, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 8 through 13 and 
4 inserting the following: ''jurisdiction of indictable 
5 misdemeanors, and felony violations of section 321J.2, 
6 and to make court appointments and". 
7 2. Page l, by striking lines 21 through 27. 
8 3. By renumbering as necessary. 

'/P· f/!f P It-! ! ) 
~ '// L {(RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-5565 FILED APRIL 11, 19 ' ~ 



S.F. ~7_ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 602.6306, subsection 2, Code 1993, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 2. District associate judges also have JUrisdictiOn in 

4 civil actions for money judgment where the amount in 

5 controversy does not exceed fi~e ten thousand dollars, 

6 jurisdiction over involuntary co~~itment, treatment, or 

7 hospitalization proceedings under chapters 125 and 229, 

8 jurisdiction over dissolution of marriage actions under 

9 chapter 598 where no matters are in dispute, jurisdiction over 

10 adoption and related termination of parental right~ 

ll proceedings under chanters 600 and 600A, Jurisdiction of 

12 indictable misdemeanors, end-felony-violet~on~-of-seetion 

13 321~~2 class ''D'' felonies, and to make court appointments and 

14 set hearings in criminal matters, jurlsdict~on to enter orders 

15 in probate which do not require notice and hearing and to set 

16 he a r_~_n_s_s 

17 provided 

18 juvenile 

19 d1strict 

20 pract1ce 

in actions under chapter 633, and the jurisdiction 

in section 602.7101 when designated as a Judge of the 

court. While presiding in these subject matters a 

associate judge shall employ district judges' 

and procedure. 

2. Section 602.7101, subsection 2, Code 1993, is 

22 amended to read as follows: 

21 Sec. 

23 2. The jurisd1ction of the juvenile court may oe exercised 

24 by any district judge, and by any district associate judge ~ho 

2S ~s-de~igneted-by-the-ehief-jtldge-a~-a-jtldge-of-the-jtl~ent~e 

76 eotl~t in the case of adoption and related termination actions 

27 under chapters 600 and 600A. 

28 Sec. 3. Section 633.13, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code :993, 

29 iS amended to read as follows: 

30 A d1strict judge or a district associate ~e ~as 

31 statewide jurisdiction to enter orders 1n probate reatters not 

32 requiring notice and near1ng, altho~gn the Judge 1s not a 

33 Judge of or present in the distriCt 1n wh1cn the probate 

34 matter is pending. The orders shall be made in conformity 

35 with the rules of the district in which the probate matter is 
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___ ._...,. ... ..___ 

S.F.~/()7 H. F. 

l pending. 

2 EXPLANATION 

3 This bill prov1des that district associate judges have 

4 jur1sdiction over adoption proceedings and related termi~ation 

5 of parental rights proceedings, dissolution of marr1age 

6 actions 1n whiCh no matters are disputed, civil disputes up to 

7 $10,000, Instead of $5,000, all class ''D'' felonies, orders 1n 

8 probate not requiring notice and hearing and setting hearings 

9 In probate matters, and setting hearings and court 

10 appointments in criminal matters. 
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 5, 1994 

SENATE FILE 2107 
FISCAL NOTE 

Page 62 

A fiscal 
pursuant 
a~ai lable 
request. 

note for Amendment H-5725 to Senate File 2107 is hereby suomitted 
to Joint Rule 17. Data used in developing this fiscal note is 
from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon 

Amendment H-5725 to SF 2107 limits the jurisdiction ot Distnct Associate 
Judges (DAJs) to reviewing indictable misdemeanors, felony violattons of 
Section 321J.2, Code of Iowa, making court appointments, setting hearings in 
criminal matters, and entering orders in probate which do not require ~otice. 

DAJs have Jurlsdiction in civil actions for money Judgements where th~ amount 
tn controversy does not exceed $10,000, increased from $5,000. 

Assumpt__i~~s: 

1. 
2. 

Case scheduling 
It lS likely 
managing routine 

Ftscal Effect: 

ts not expectPd tu change 
that the Court's workl<Jad 

probate: orders. 

sq~ntficantly. 

w1ll not incre~se as a result 

Amendment H-5725 to SF 2107 is expected to have no significant fiscal ettect on 
the General Fund because redefining the jurisdiction of the DAJs tn civil 
matters will not result ln an increase in caseload~. 

Sources: 
Judicial Department (LSB 3497sv, LAM) 

FILED APRIL 4, 1994 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 
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S.F. ------- H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 602.6306, subsection 2, Code 1993, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 2. District associate judges also have jurisdiction in 

4 civil actions for money judgment where the amount in 

5 controversy does not exceed five ten thousand dollars, 

6 jurisdiction over involuntary commitment, treatment, or 

7 hospitalization proceedings under chapters 125 and 229, 

8 jurisdiction over dissolution of marriage actions under 
9 chapter 598 where no matters are in dispute, jurisdiction over 

10 adoption and related termination of parental rights 

11 proceedings under chapters 600 and 600A, jurisdiction of 

12 indictable misdemeanors, end-feiony-v±oie~±on~-of-~ee~±on 

13 3iiaTi class "D" felonies, and to make court appointments and 

14 set hearings in criminal matters, jurisdiction to enter orders 

15 in probate which do not require notice and hearing and to set 

16 hearings in actions under chapter 633, and the jurisdiction 

17 provided in section 602.7101 when designated as a judge of the 

18 juvenile court. While presiding in these subject matters a 

19 district associate judge shall employ district judges' 

20 practice and procedure. 

21 Sec. 2. Section 602.7101, subsection 2, Code 1993, is 

22 amended to read as follows: 

23 2. The jurisdiction of the juvenile court may be exercised 

24 by any district judge, and by any district associate judge who 

25 ±s-desi9nated-by-the-ehief-j~d9e-a~-a-j~d9e-o£-the-j~veniie 

26 eo~~t in the case of adoption and related termination actions 

27 under chapters 600 and 600A. 

28 Sec. 3. Section 633.13, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1993, 

29 is amended to read as follows: 

30 A district judge or a district associate judge has 

31 statewide jurisdiction to enter orders in probate matters not 

32 requiring notice and hearing, although the judge is not a 

33 judge of or present in the district in which the probate 

34 matter is pending. The orders shall be made in conformity 

35 with the rules of the district in which the probate matter is 

-1-



s. F. H.F. 

1 pending. 

2 EXPLANATION 

3 This bill provides that district associate judges have 
4 jurisdiction over adoption proceedings and related termination 

5 of parental rights proceedings, dissolution of marriage 
6 actions in which no matters are disputed, civil disputes up to 
7 $10,000, instead of $5,000, all class "D" felonies, orders in 

8 probate not requiring notice and hearing and setting hearings 

9 in probate matters, and setting hearings and court 

10 appointments in criminal matters. 
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(-
SENATE FILL 2107 

AN ACT 

RSLATlNG TO THE JURISDICTION OF OISTPIC'I' A~SOC[ATE JUDGES. 

BF. 1T ENACTED R\' 'THE Gt~tRAL ASSEMBLY OF TilE STATE OF IO'~A: 

SPCtiOn l. $('CtlOO 602.6306, subSE>CtlOn 2, Code 1991, IS 

aiT'.ended to rl!'dd as follows: 

2. Olstnct associate wdqeg also have )UriSdiCtlon in 

c1v11 act Ions for nonl!'y 1udqmP.nt where the amount in 

cont.roversy do~s not exceed f1'VI!' t.P.n thousand dollars, 

)urisd!Ctlon over uwol•.wtary coii\IT\Hment, treatmf'nt, or 

hospitalizat1on proCP('dinqs u~der chapters 12S and 22q, 
)unsd1Ct1on of indictable mlsdeme-anot·~, and felony v1olat ion<> 

of s~ction 1nJ.2, and to make co_l;!_rt_ .~.Ppotntrnent~ ~~d set 

hear i ~.S.~--!~-~-~ ~.'!'! _na l lt'at t er s, 1 u r. ~10~ u;_t,_l.2!LJ:..2..._~[1_!:_e_r_ 9-!.~~-n 

pcobat~ -.,tuch ~.'? ~9.~_!:equire not_u;_e ~c:"l_<;!_heacing .~r:"? .. ~.o_.~et 
hPaCinqs tn acnons unde-r chapter 63}, and thf> )Unsd~cnon 

provided 1n section 602.7101 \.'hen desu}nat.ed as a jud9P at the 

)Uv~n1le court. WhllP prestdinq 1n these SUbJeCt matters a 

d1stcict aqsociat~ Judqe shilll ernoloy d1strsct jud9~s' 

practice and pcocedur~. 

Sec. Z. SPction 61J.l1, un~umbcr~d pdraQraph 2, Code 1993, 

lS amP.nd~d to rPad dS follow~~ 

A d1str1ct Judq~ 2..!....._a __ ~~~~r1Ct a5SC?£.~~.t:...!....J£.<!Sl£ has 

c;tat.Pw~dP JurlSOlCtton to enter orders 1n probate mat.t~cs not 

requ1c1nq nottce and hear1nq, alt.houqh the )udqe is not a 

JUdq~ of or prP<;Pnt 1n the chstcict ~n .... htch th~ probate 

matter is p~nd1nq. The orders shall be madP 1n conformity 

(' • (' 
' 

Senat~ F1l~ 2107, p. 2 

w)th thP rule~ ot thP d1str1ct 1n whlcn thP probate nattPt ·s 

pPndlng. 

J,F.ONARO [,. BOSWf:U. 

Pres1dPnt of thP Senate 

HAROI.D VAll MAANEN 

SpeakPc of th~ H<'IIJSf> 

I her~by certtfy that th1~ btll origtndtPd 1n the SPndtP dnd 

tS kno~n as Senate ftl~ 2107, Seventy-f~fth Generdl A~~embly. 

JOHN F. DW'iE:R 

App<oved~~~. SPctetacy of thP S~~at~ 

19<)4 

Tf.RhY 1-: BRANSTAD 

Govprnor 
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