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A BILL FOR 

Act relating to vital records by directing the Iowa department 

of public health to implement a vital records modernization 

project and providing an appropriation. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB l677HV 75 

jp/sc/14 



S.r. H.F. 

l Section l. VITAL RECORDS MODERNIZATION PROJECT. 

2 l. The Iowa department of public health shall develop and 

3 implement a four-year project for modernizing vital records 

4 during the period beginning July 1, 1993, and ending June 30, 

5 1997. The project shall include provisions for purchase of an 

6 electronic system for vital records scanning, data capture, 

7 storage, retrieval, and issuance activities. Other project 

8 provisions shall include streamlining of administrative 

9 procedures and electronically linking offices of clerks of the 

10 district court with the state vital records so the records may 

11 be issued at the county level. 

12 2. The department shall adopt rules providing for an 

13 increase in the fees charged by the state registrar for vital 

14 records services pursuant to section 144,46. The fee increase 

15 implemented pursuant to this section shall not apply to the 

:6 fees charged by the clerks of the district court for vital 

17 records services. The increased fee shall apply for the 

18 period beginning July 1, 1993, and ending June 30, 1997. The 

19 fee increase shall be in an amount necessary to implement the 

20 vital records modernization project in accordance with the 

21 provisions of subsection 1. The revenue derived from the 

22 amount of the fee increase is appropriated to the Iowa 

23 department of public health for the duration of the project 

24 and shall be used for the costs of the project. 

25 Notwithstanding section 8.33, moneys appropriated to the 

26 department pursuant to this section which remain unexpended at 

27 the end of a fiscal year shall not revert to the general fund 

28 of the state but shall remain available in the succeeding 

29 fiscal year for the purposes for which they were appropriated. 

30 3. The project shall be completed on or before June 30, 

31 1997, and existing vital records shall be converted to the 

32 electronic system by that date. Moneys appropriated pursuant 

33 to this section which remain unexpended on June 30, 1997, 

34 shall revert to the general fund of the state. For the fiscal 

35 year beginning July 1, 1997, and succeeding fiscal years, the 
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l provisions of section 144.46, requiring the vital records fee 

2 to be set by rule based on the average administrative costs, 

3 shall apply. 

4 EXPLANATION 

5 This bill relates to vital records by directing the Iowa 

6 department of public health to implement a vital records 

7 modernization project and provides an appropriation. 

8 The bill specifies prov1s1ons of the project which include 

9 electronic storage and retrieval of vital records and 

10 capability for clerks of court to access the records and issue 

ll copies at the local level. The modernization project is to 

12 encompass the period beginning July 1, 1993, and ending June 

13 30, 1997. The department is directed to adopt rules providing 

14 an increase in the fees charged by the state registrar for 

15 vital records services in an amount necessary to pay the costs 

16 of the modernization project. The increase is to apply during 

17 the project period and the amount of the fee increase is 

18 appropriated to the department for the costs of the project. 

19 Unexpended moneys do not revert to the general fund of the 

20 state at the end of the fiscal year. 

21 The vital records modernization project is to be completed 

22 by June 30, 1997. Moneys remaining unexpended on that date 

23 revert to the general fund of the state. Beginning with the 

24 succeeding fiscal year, FY 1997-1998, the fee amount shall be 

25 set again in accordance with current law, which is based upon 

26 administrative costs. 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET MARCH 22, 1993 

HOUSE FILE 541 
FISCAL NOTE 

Page 10 

A fiscal note for House Pile 541 tS hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 17. 
Data used tn developing this fiscal note is available from the Legislative 
Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request. 

House File 541 implements a vital records modernization project within the 
Department of Public Health (DPH). The bill specifies provisions of the 
pro.iect which include electronic storage and retrieval of vital records and 
capability for clerks of court to access the records and issue copies at the 
local level. The bill directs the DPH to adopt rules providing an increase in 
the fees charged by the State Registrar for Vital Records Services in an amount 
necessary to pay the costs of che project. The project is to be completed by 
June 30, 1997. The fee amount will then be set in accordance with current law. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. An estimated 75,000 coptes of vital records are issued annually by the 
DPH. 

2. The cost per copy will be increased from $6 to $10. 

3. The cost of moder~ization will be the same as the cost of modernization in 
the State of Kansas, where a similar project was undertaken in 1990. 

fiSCAL IMPACT: 

House file 541 will have no net impact on the General Fund. The increase of $4 
per copy requested from Vital Records will generate $300,000 per year for each 
of the 4 years of the project, for a total of $1.2 million. The cost of the 
project will be approximately $1.2 million over 4 years. Consequently, the 
program would have no impact on the General Fund from FY 1994 through FY 1997. 

In the years heyond FY 1997, the volume of certified copies issued at the State 
level may be decreased as an increasing number of copies would be issued ar the 
local level. The increased efficiencies will likely result in a long term 
reduction 1n administrative costs. Because fees are to be set in accordance 
with administrative costs, there would be no direct net change to the General 
fund. 

SOURCES: 

DPH (LSB l677hv, JAM) 

FILED MARCH 19, 1993 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 
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AN ACT 

REL.A1'IH.C '1'0 VITAL RECORDS B'i DIRECTING TilE: IOWA DJ:PARTMf.N'r 

OF PUBI.IC HEALTH tO IMPLEMENT A VITAL RJ:COlWS MODF.RNI­

ZATION PRO.Jf.C'l' AND PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THl: GEUE:RAL ASSEMBL'i Ot" Tlll: STATE OF IO'~A: 

S~Jction 1. VITAl. Rt:CORllS MOOI-;RNIZATION PROJECT. 

t. The Iowa d•!p.Ht.m~nt of public health shall develop and 

inple-mP.'nt a foor-year project for modernizing vit.al records 

durlnq t.hP. p~riod beginning July I, 1991, and endinq .June ]Q, 

1997. 'I'h(> project atlall include provisions for purchaae of' an 

electronic syst.em. for vital re-cords scanrdn9, d.at.d Cdpture, 

storage, retrieval, and issuance activities. Other project 
provisions shall include streamlining of adMinistrative 

procedurl'!s and ~lPctroniccllly linking offices of clerks o( the 

district court with thP state vital records so the records ndy 

be issued at the county level. 

2. Th~ department shall cldopt rules providing for ao 

increase in thP f~es charged by the state registrdr for vital 

records services pursudnt to section 144.46. The fee increa5e 

it:iplt•mt~nt.ed pursu.Hlt to this sect ion shall not apply to t.h~ 

fees charged hy the clerks of the district court for vital 

recorl~S s.ervicPs, The incrP.lS~~d fpe shall apply for the 

period b~ginninq ,July 1, l<J91, and enrHng June 30, 1997. Th~ 

fee increttse shdll t,e in an amount n(~cessary to implement the 

vital recol'ds cnoderni?.dtion project. io dCCordance with t.he 

prov1sions of subsect.ion 1. Tht! rt~venue derived from thE! 

amount. of tht~ ft!e incr~ast'! is appropri.lt.ed to the Iowa 

depdctment o{ public health for the duration elf thP project 

and shall be us~d for the cost.s of thC' projC'ct. 

Notwithst.andtng f,ec:Lion 8.:1.1, rr..oney~. appropridted to the 

dep.Htrnent purs•Jdnt to this section whlr::h rern,\~n unexpended at 

th•~ •:nd of a fiscal year shall not u~vert to t.ht~ qenerdl tund 
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of the stat~ bot shall remain available in the ~ucceeding 

fiscal year foe the purposes for which they ·o~ere appropriated. 

3. The project shall be coroplNed on or before JtJne 30, 

199"1, and existing vital records shall be converted to the 

l'!lectronic system by that date. Moneys appropriated pursudnt 

to this section which remain unexpended on JunP .10, 199'1, 

shall re-vert to the qcneral fund of the stat.~. For the fiscdl 

yC'ar beqinninq July I, 1991, and succeeding fiscal years, the 

provisions of section 144.46, reqltiring the vlt.al records fee 

to be set by rule based on the average administrative costs, 

shall apply. 

UAROLD VAN MAANE:N 

Speaker of the House 

LEONARD L. ROSWEl.l. 

Pre~ident. of th~ Se-nate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the 1!0\lse and 

l5 known as Hous~ filP. S4l, Seventy-fifth General Assemhty. 

Approve~~~~ 
ELIZA8~7H ISAACSON 

Chief Clerk of t.he Bouse 

1993 

Tfo:RR'i f.. BRANSTAil 

Governor 
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