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l An Act authorizing city utilities to include cable communication 

or television systems. 2 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. B.F. 

l Section l. Section 362.2, subsection 6, Code 1993, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 6. "City utility" means all or part of a waterworks, 

4 gasworks, sanitary sewage system, storm water drainage system, 

5 electric light and power plant and system, or heating plant!. 

6 cable communication or television system, any of which are 

7 owned by a city, including all land, easements, rights of way, 

8 fixtures, equipment, accessories, improvements, appurtenances, 

9 and other property necessary or useful for the operation of 

lO the utility. 

ll EXPLANATION 

12 This bill amends the definition of city utility to include 

13 cable communication or television system. This amendment will 

14 allow a city utility to install a cable communication or 

15 television system using the bonding authority and bond rating 
i6 of the city. 
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E:OOSE FILE 400 
a:-3662 

fu~e;.d ~cuse :i:e ~00 as :o::~ws: 
2 ?~ge ., Oy ~nser:i~g o::e~ :~~e :o t~e :o:-
.; "Sec. Secc:o~ :6~.2, s~~secti~~ 4, Co6e :393, 
:;, :..z .=.::-.c:-.C2d ::;y ~-=C.::..:-:s :::e :c~ ... o~v:.r:s :':e'.v pa:a.s:aph: 
6 SE~ ?A~AG~~?~. ~· A c:..:y ~~a-- ~c: g:a~~ a 
1 c"'-::>--; ... a ,...~-.-~ -e·~._.;_:~ ..... ~,.-~c-,...·~e ~-e- ... --: .. -

u;.L:~~--·: ..... c...~ __ ~-~··-;:_._., __ --~'-· .. .:..;::), ..... :!::-' ;.c.._.~"""'~ 

d cac.e :e~ev:s:c~ sy2:e~. ~= a .. c~ a c:ty ~:!::~y 
...... , ..... , 
".....;''I • 

.v 

s c~era~e a cab:e ~~:ev~a:0~ sy5:e~ c~ :e~~s ~~:=~ a:e 
:o ~c~e ~avo:a~:e ~~ :ess b~:~e~sc=e :~a~ :~e ~e:~s :..~ 
1· a~y ex~s:i~g ~ab~e :e:ev~s~c~ ~ra~c~ise ~~ :~e ci:y." 

By G=?? c: ~:~~es~:e~ 
H-3662 ?:~;~ A?~IL 2, :99~ 
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.o>~'Tie::d House File 400 as fo~:c.vs: 
~. Page _, by :::ser:ing a~ter li::e 10, the 

::ollowi:-:g: 
••sec. Seccio~ 364.2, s~bsec~~o~ 4, Code 1993, -.-. :s a~endea oy addi~g the ~oilowi~g new pa:agraph: 
N~~ ?ArtAGRA?E. g. A city sha~l ~ot grar.t a 

:::-ar:chise for caO:e comint.:~icat.i.c::s or televis:.cn 
service or coerate a ci:v-ovil~eC cab.:.e corr_l\unica::ons 
or televisic~ se:v~ce Eo~ an area i~cl~ded :.n a~ 
existi~s :ra~chise o~ te~ms a~c condi:ions ~ore 
favo:able or :ess b~~densc~e than t~ose .:.~ an existing 
frar.chise pe:-ra.i.ning :c che ~ol:owing: 

(:) ~he a!ea ser~ed. 
(2) Pu~:ic, ed~ca:io~al, o~ ;overn~e~tal access 

reql..!i:-eme~~s. 
(3) F:a~chise fees or ~~eir eq~iva:e~~-

~~e provisions cf c~is paragrap~ s~a~~ not apply ~he~ 
the a~ea i~ which the additio~a! fra::chise .i.s be~ng 

so~s~t ~s ~ot ac~~al:y bei::g se~~ed by ~n ex~s:!~~ 
ca~~e cor.~un:cat:~~s corr.pa~y ~o_c:~g a :rancr.:se :or 
the area. ~~ls paragraph does ~ot preven: a 
~u~ici~a:ity :~o~ :~posing add:t~o~a: :e~ns a~d 
co~C1t:o~s o~ any aCd:ciona: ::a~c~:ses. ~~is 
pa:ag~aph cioes ~c~ :equ~te a ci:y ~o ob~ain a 
franc~ise to ope~ate a city-c;·;r!ed cable com.mu.:-. .:.ca:.ions 
or television system. ·• 

By G:?P of Winneshlek 
H-3702 ~ILEO APR:~ 5, 1993 



HOUSE FILE 400 
S-3662 

l ~~e~d House File 400, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 ?age 1, line 6, by inser~ing after the word 
4 ''svstem'' the fol:owing: ''b~t not includi~g a 
5 telechone s stem" . 

..__; ~ fDJ'-fo;;.) By RICHARD VARN 
tvL~ ( 1 '. ' 

S-3662 FILE~ APRIL 27, 1993 

HOUSE FILE 400 
S-3663 

fuuend House File 400, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 ~· ?age l, line 10, by inse~ting after the word 
4 ''utility." the fo::ow~ng: ''A c~tv utilitv does noc 
5 r.~ear-. a cable corr.rr~\.lnication or t.ele·Jision svs-:err. 
6 ooerated ~r.der terms and co~ditio~s more favorable to 
7 t~e citv =han these te~~s a~d conditic~s for other 
8 oroviders ooeratinc ~~der lice~se o~ franchise issued 
9 by the cic:y." 

S-3663 ?ISED APR:L 27, 1993 

~ '-1/<7-~ jq 3 l!' ltfoj) 

By RICHARD V.Z\R~ 

L: NN FUHR."'AN 



SENATE CLIP SHEET APRIL 27, 1993 

HOUSE FILE 400 
S-3635 

l Amend House File 400, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 6, by inserting after the word 
4 "system" the following: "which is ooerated in a 
5 manner consistent with the orovisions of section 
6 364.2, subsection 4". 
7 2. Page 1, by inserting after line 10 the follow-
a ing: 
9 •sec. Section 364.2, subsection 4, Code 1993, 

10 is amended by adding the following new paragraph: 
11 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. A cable communication or tele-
12 vision service shall not be owned or operated by a 
13 city, and shall not be considered a city utility, as 
14 defined in section 362.2, subsection 6, in a community 
15 with an existing cable franchisee on terms more 
16 favorable or less burdensome than those of the 
17 existing operator pertaining to the following: 
18 (l) The area served and comparable timelines for 
19 providing service to such area. 
20 (2) Public, educational, or governmental access 
21 requirements. 
22 (3) Franchise fees or the equivalent of such fees. 
23 The provisions of this paragraph •g• do not apply 
24 to a cable co~~unication or television service which 
25 is a city utility when the area in which the 
26 additional franchise is being sought is not actually 
27 being served by an existing cable communication 
28 company holding a franchise for the area. This 
29 paragraph •g• does not require a city utility to 
30 obtain a franchise to operate a cable communication or 
31 television system.• 
32 2. Renumber as necessary. 

By RICHARD VARN 

S-3635 FILED APRIL 26, 1993 
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HCDOSE FILE 400 
S-3457 
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Amend Eiouse FiLe 400, as passed by the House, as 
follows: 

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 10, the 
following: 

''Sec. Section 364.2, subsection 4, Code 1993, 
is amendea-by adding the following new paragraph: 

NEW PARAGRAPH. g. A city shall not grant a 
franchise for cab~e corr~unications or television 
service or operat~ a city-owned cable communications 
or television serwice for an area included in an 
existing franchise on terms and conditions more 
favorable or less. burdensome than those in an existing 
franchise pertaining to the following: 

( 1) The area >served and comparable timelines for 
providing service-

(2) Public, e•ducational, or governmental access 
requirements. 

( 3) Franchise· fees or their eaui valent. 
The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply when 
the area in which the additional franchise is being 
sought is not actually being served by an existing 
cable communications company holding a franchise for 
the area. This paragcaph does not prevent a 
municipality from imposing additional terms and 
conditions on anv additional franctises. ~his 
paragraph does not require a city to obtain a 
franchise to operace a city-owned cable co~~unications 
or television sy5tem." 

By COMMITTEE ON CO~P.UN!CATIONS 
AND INFOR.l.!AT!ON POLICY 
RICEJLqD VA.qN, Chairperson 
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HOUSE FILH ao 

AN AC1' 

AUTBORI7.ING CITY UTILITIES 1'{) INCLUDE C1\RC.F. COM11UNICA1'ION OR 

TELE:VISION SYS·rf~S. 

BE: IT EtlACTtD B'i 'fHE GENP.RAL ASSf;.~BLY OF' THE STATE Of lO',.,.A: 

Section 1. Section J62.2, subsection 6, Code 1993, is 

am~nded to read as follows: 

6. ''City utility" means all or part of a watervorl.:s, 

gas)o'orks, sanitary SC"<~ilge system, storm water drainage system, 

electric light and power plant and system, er heating plant!_ 

ca.~?_!! cq_rynun.i.c:at i9n or __ telev)_s~~s-~!m_~ any of which arP. 

owned by a city, includin9 all land, eilsements, ri9hls of way, 

fixtures, equip~lC/lt, accessories, improvements, appurtenances, 

(, •' ' 
' 

Rou5e file 400, p. 2 

and oth~r propPrty ne~essary or uset1tl for the operation of 
the ~titity. 

HAROLD VAN MAAN~N 

Speaker of the Hous~ 

LRONAHD L. BOSWELL 

Pr~l'>ident of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill oriqinated in the House and 
is known as House File 400 1 Seventy-fifth General As$embly. 

Approved?n7 .;2,_Q_, 

TERR'i E. RRANSTAD 

Governor 
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ELI ?.1\HE"fJi lSMCSOll 

Chief Cler~ of the House 
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