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A BILL FOR 

l An Act relating to the sale, use, possession, and transportation 

2 of minnows for commercial or personal use. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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HOUSE FILE 342 
S-3362 

l Amend House File 342, as passed by the ~ouse, as 
2 follows: 
3 l. Page 2, line 33, by striking the word J: 
4 ''fifteen'' and inserting the following: ''fifteen 
5 twenty". "1 
6 2. Page 3, line 1, by striking the word ''fifteen'' 
7 and inserting the following: "fifteen twenty". (1\) 

~ 'f/l:>./1(:3 ( f flO~) By WILLIAM FINK -t,_ 
S-3362 FILED APRIL 2, 1993 ~ 

SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 342 
H-3913 

1 Amend House file 342, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 2, line 33, by striking the word 
4 ''fifteen'' and inserting the following: ''fifteen 
5 twenty". 
6 2. ?age 3, line 1, by striking the word "fifteen'' 
7 and inserting the following: ''fifteen twenty''. 

R~CEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
II-3913 FALED APRIL 14, ,l993 ~SblJ 

-----~--- ~~ ~ j_ll~\_,~~----------
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 481A.l, Code 1993, is amended by add1ng 

2 the following new subsections: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 6A. "Bait" includes, but is not limir.ed 

4 to, minnows, gree11 sunfish, orange-spotted sunfish, gizzard 

5 shad, frogs, crayfish, salamanders, and mussels. 

6 NEW SUBSECTION. 20A. ''Minnows'' means chubs, suckers, 

7 shiners, dace, stonero!lers, mud minnows, redhorse, blunt­

S nose, and fathead minnows. 

9 Sec. 2. Section 481A.l44, Code 1993, is ame"ded by 

10 stri~ing the section and inserting in lieu thereof the 

ll follm1ing: 

17 4RlA.l44 ~ICENSED BA:T DEALERS -- REQUIREMEN~S. 

13 -· A person shal: not sell m1nnows, frogs, crayfish, 

:4 SHlamanders, ancl mussels ~or fish bait without first obtaining 

15 a bait dealer's license from the department upon payQent of 

16 the license fee. A licensee shall coffiply with all laws 

17 pertdining to taking, possessing, and selling of bait handled 

18 by the licensee. If cor1victed of violating a provision of 

19 this chapter or a rule adopted pursuant :o this chapter, a 

70 licPnsec shall forfeit the licensee's bait dealer license Jpon 

21 de~and of the director. 

22 2. When taking bait from lakes and strea~s. bait dealers 

23 shall take only the size of bait which they can use, ar.d shall 

24 return all small minno-ws and frogs to the wa~er irruo>ediate:y. 

25 3. A minnow and bait box and a tank shall be open to 

2G inspection by the department at all ti~es. A licensee shall 

27 have tanks and bait boxes of sufficient size and w1th ?roper 

28 aeration to keep the bait alive and prevent substar1t1ai loss. 

29 4. A person shall riot take or attempt to :ake ~:nncws for 

30 commercial purposes fro~ any ••aters of che state or s!".all not 

31 transport minnows without first obtaini~g a bait dealer's 

J2 :icense. However, a person taking or transport~ng minnows for 

33 personal use is not required to have a bait dealer's license. 

34 Sec. 3. Sect10n 48lA.l45, subsect1on 1, Code :993, is 

35 a~ended by striking the subsect1on and 1nserting in lieu 
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S.F . H.F. 

1 thereof the following: 

2 1. Except for species listed as threatened or endangered 

3 under chapter 481B, a licensed bait dealer may take sufficient 

4 bait from lakes and streams of this state that are not closed 

5 to the taking of bait, to supply the licensee's customers for 

6 hook and line fishing if the licensee is present while the 

7 bait is being taken. 

8 Sec. 4. Section 481A.l45, subsection 3, Code 1993, is 

9 amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 

10 thereof the following: 

11 3. A person shall not transport, use, sell or 0fEer to 

12 sell for bait or introduce into any inland wa~ers of this 

13 state or into any waters from which the waters of the state 

14 may become stocked, any minnows or fish of the carp, 

15 qui1lback, gar, or dogfish species. Fish of the carp, 

16 quillback, gar, or dogfish species may be returned to the 

17 waters from which they are taken. A person shall not possess 

18 live gizzard shad at any lake in this state. 

19 Sec. 5. Section 481A.l45, subsections 2 and 5, Code 1993, 

20 are amended to read as follows: 

21 2. Except as otherwise provided 1n this chapter, a person 

22 shall not carry, transport, ship, or cause to be carried, 

23 transported, or shipped, any minnows etttside-the-state-wh±eh 

24 were-taken-in-the-~tate for the purpose of sale.b.eyond th~ 

25 boundaries of the state. Minnows which are bred, hatched, 

26 propagated, or raised on a licensed aquaculture unit may be 

27 transported outside the state. ~he-di~eetor,-hewever,-~ay 

28 t~ansport-minnows-ptlrStlent-to-seetion-46lA.l46.--6reen 

29 stlnf±sh,-oranqe-spotted-sanfish;-and-g±~~ard-shad-may-aiso-be 

30 taken-for-ba±t. 

31 5. A person shall not use a minnow dip net which exceeds 

32 four feet 1n diameter, a cast net which exceeds ten feet in 

33 diameter, 

34 length or 

35 measure. 

or a minnow seine which exceeds fifteen feet in 

has a mesh size smaller than one-quarter inch bar 

Licensed bait dealers may obtain a pe~mit from the 

-2-



S.F. H .. F .. 

1 department to use minnow seines longer than ~ifteen feet, but 

2 not exceeding fifty feet in length. 

3 Sec. 6. Sections 48lA.63, 481A.80, 481A.8l, and 481A.82, 

4 Code 1993, are repealed. 

5 EXPLANATION 

6 This bill amends provisions of chapter 481A relating to the 

7 sale, use, possession, and transport of minnows and other 

8 forms of fish bait. Persons tak1ng and tra1:sporti~g minnows 

9 for commercial purposes ~ust first obta:n a bait dealer's 

:o license. A person taking or transporLing minnows for personal 

ll ~se is not required to have a bait dealer's license. The ~ill 

12 also prohibit-s the transportation, use, or sale of carp, 

L3 qni:lback, gar, or dogfish mi nno;·Js or fish for introduction 

14 into inland v1ate!:'s o:' this state. ':'he possession of live 

l 5 gizzard shad is prohibited at any lake in this state. The 

16 bill also limits the size of minnow dip nets, cast nets, and 

17 minnow seines. 

18 The bill repeals four sections, parts of which are included 

19 in other sections of this bill and are no longer needed as 

20 separate sections. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-3-

LSB l970HV 75 

t~/SC/14 

• 



Passed House, Date ____ _ 

Vote: Ayes Nays __ _ 

.... ---' ---- -

HSB 125 
NATURAL RESOURCES AND 

OUTDOOR RECREATION 

HOUSE FILE J t._J )-

BY (PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON 

NATURAL RESOURCES AND 

OUTDOOR RECREATION BILL 

BY CHAIRPERSON-KISTLER) 

Passed Senate, Date ------
Vote: Ayes Nays ___ _ 

Approved --------------

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the transportation of minnows for personal 
2 use. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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s.F. ____ B.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 48lA.80, subsection 2, Code 1993, is 
2 amended to read as follows: 

3 2. To transport in-any manner or for any purpose outside 
4 this state any minnows, dead or alive, taken in the state 
5 except that the director may transport for the purposes set 
6 out by state law. However, it is not unlawful for a licensed 

7 resident angler to transport minnows outside of th.is state for 
8 the angler's personal use. 

9 Sec. 2·. Section 481A.l45, Code 1993, is repealed. 
10 EXPLANATION 
ll This bill authorizes a resident angler to transport minnows 
12 outside of this state for the angler's personal use. The bill 
13 also repeals section 48lA.l45 which duplicates sections 
14 481A.63 and 48lA.80 unnecessarily. 
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AN AC1' 

HOUSE fiLE 342 

RELATING TO THE SALE, USE, POSSESSIOll, AND 'I'RANSPORTA'I'ION OF 

M1Uh"JWS FOR COMMERCIAL OR PERSONAL USE. 

Bi: IT ENACTED BY Tff8 GENERAL ASSEMBr.Y Of THE STA1'E OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 481A.l, Code 1993, is amended by addinq 
the following new subsections: 

NEW ..§:UBSESTION. 6A. "Bait• includes, but is not limited 

to, minnows, green sunfish, oranqe-spotted sunfish, Qhzard 

!Jhad, trogs, crayfish, salamanders, and mussels. 

~f.!.W SUB~~~-~I.on. 20A. "Minnows" means chubs, suckers, 

shiners, da~., stone rollers, nud minnows, redhorse, blunt­
nose, and fathead minnows. 

Sec. 2. Section 481A.l44, Code 199), is amended by 

strikin9 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 

481A.l44 LICENSED BAIT DEALERS-- REQUIREMENTS. 

1. A person shall not sell minnows, frogs, crayfish, 

salamclnders, and mussels fot· fish bait without first obtainlnq 
a bait de~ler's license from the departnent upon payment of 
the licens~ fee, A licensee shall comply with all laws 

pertaining to taking, possessing, and selling o! bait handled 
by the licensee. If convicted of violating a provision of 

this chapter or a rule adopted pursuant to this chapter, a 

licensee shall forfeit the licensee's bait dealer license upon 
demand of the director. 

2. When taking bait from lakes and streal3s, bait dealers 
shall talo;e only the size of bait which they can use, and shall 
return all snall ninnows and frogs to the water lmmP.diately. 

l. A cninnow and bait box and a tank shall be open to 

inspection by the department at all times. A licensee shall 
have tanks and bait boxes of sufficient size and with proper 

aeration to keP.p the bait aHve and prevent substantial loss. 

(. • 
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4, A person shall not take or attempt to take minnows for 

commercial purposes froM any waters of the state or shall not 
transport ~innows without first obtalninq a bait dealer's 

license. However, a person takinq or transportin9 minnows for 
personal use is not required to have a bait dealer's license. 

Sec. J. section 481A.lt5, subsection 1, Code 1993, is 
amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 
thereat the following: 

1. Except for species 11sted as threatened or endangered 
under chapter 4818, a licensed bait deal~r may take sufticient 
bait fro~ lakes and strea~s ot this state that are not closed 

to the taking of bait, to supply the licensee's cu&tomers for 
hook and line fishing if the licensee is present while the 
bait is being taken. 

Sec. 4. Section 481A.l45, subsection J, Code 1993, is 
amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: 

J. A person shall not transport, use, sell or offer to 
sell for bait or introduce into any inland waters of this 
state or into any waters from which the waters of the state 
may become stocked, any minnows or fish of the carp, 

quillback, gar, or dogfish species. Fish of the carp, 
quillback, gar, or dogfish species may be returned to the 
waters from vhich they are taken. A person shall not possess 
live 9izzard shad at any lake in this stat~. 

Sec. 5. Section 481A.l4S, subsections 2 and s, Code 1993, 
are amended to read as follows: 

2. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, a person 
shall not carry, transport, ship, or cause to be carried, 

transported, or shipped, any minnows c~tst~e-the-state-vhien 
vere-taken-tn-the-state for the purpose of sale beyond the 

~~~ndar ies of __ ~n~ state. Minnows which are bred, hatched, 
propagated, or raised on a licensed aquaculture unit ~ay be 

transported outside the state. !he-~ireetor7 -hove•er7 -~y 
t: ranspor t -~Sin novs-pts r stse:n t ·- t:o- se et ion- 48 lA,. i<t 6,.--sreen 

sanftsh7-orange-spctted-sunfishy-and-gi~zard-shad-may-aiso-he 
taken-for-bait • 
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5. A person shall not use a minnow dip net which exceeds 

four feet in diameter, a cast net which exceeds ten feet in 

diameter, or a minnow seine which exceeds f±fteeft twenty feet 

in length or has a mesh size smaller than one-quarter inch bar 

measure. Licensed bait dealers may obtain a permit from the 

department to use minnow seines longer than f±fteeft twenty 

feet, but not exceeding fifty feet in length. 

Sec. 6. Sections 481A.63, 481A.80, 481A.8l, and 481A.82, 

Code 1993, are repealed. 

HAROLD VAN MAANEN 

Speaker of the House 

LEONARD L. BOSWELL 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

LS known as House File 342, Seventy-fifth General Assembly. 

Approved 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

ELIZABETH ISAACSON 
Chief Clerk of the House 


