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1 An Act increasing the jurisdictional amount for small claims. 

IT ENACTED 3Y THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 2 BE 
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S.F. H.F. 2.2~~ 

l Section l. Section 631.1, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 631.1 SMALL CLAIMS. 

4 l. The following actions or claims are small claims a~d 

5 shall be commenced, heard and determi~ed as provided in this 

6 chapter: 

7 A civil actlon for a money judgment where the amount in 

8 controversy is h1o four thousand dollars or less, exclusive of 

9 interest and costs. 

cO 2. The district court sitting in small claims shall have 

ll conc~rrent jurisdiction of an action for forcible entry and 

12 detaine: which is based on those grounds set forth i~ section 

c3 648.i, subsections 1, 2, 3 and 5. When co~~e~ced under this 

14 chapter, the action shall be a small claim for the purposes of 

15 this chapter. 

L6 3. The district court sitting in small claims has 

17 concurre~t jt•risdict~on of an action of replev~n i~ the value 

18 of the property claimed 1s two fo11r thousand dollars or less. 

19 When comDenced under this chapter, the actior1 is a smd:l clai~ 

20 fc>r tile purposes of this chap:e:. 

21 4. The district court sitting in small cla1ms has 

22 concurrent JUrisdiction of motions aiid orders relati~s to 

2.1 executions against personal property, including garnishn:ents, 

24 wl1ere the va:tie o~ the proper=y or garnisheed money invoived 

7S :s tMM four thousand dollars or less. 

26 Sec. 2. JURISDICTIONA::.. AMOUNT REVERSION. The 

27 jurisdictio~al amount in section ~ of this Ac= shall reve~t :o 

2R two thousand dollars if a court of competent jurisd~ction 

29 declares the four thousand dollar amount unconstitutiona;. 

30 EXPLANATION 

11 rhis biil increases the jurisdictional limit in small 

32 c:a1ms from 52,000 to $4,000. The bill also provides ~hat the 

JJ :~mit wiil return to $2,000 if a cou:t of competent 

34 }Urisdictior. declares the $4,000 amount unconsti~:~rional. 
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SENATE CLIP SHEET APRIL 8, 1994 

HOUSE FILE 2286 
S-5516 

1 Amend House File 2286, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 8, by inserting after the word 
4 "two" the following: "three thousand dollars or less 
5 for actions commenced on or after July l, 1994, and 
6 before July 1, 1995, and". 
7 2. Page 1, line 8, by inserting after the word 
8 "less • the following: "for act ions commenced on or 
9 after July 1, 1995". 

10 3. Page 1, line 18, by inserting after the word 
11 ''two" the following: "three thousand dollars or less 
12 for actions commenced on or after July l, 1994, and 
13 before July 1, 1995, and". 
14 4. Page 1, line 18, by inserting after the word 
15 "less" the following: "for actions commenced on or 
16 after July 1, 1995". 
17 5. Page l, line 25, by inserting after the word 
18 "two" the following: ''three thousand dollars or less 
19 for actions commenced on or after July 1, 1994, and 
20 before July l, 1995, and". 
21 6. Page 1, line 25, by inserting after the word 
22 "less" the following: "for actions commenced on or 
23 after July l, 1995". 
24 7. Page l, line 29, by inserting after the word 
25 ''the'' the following: "three or". 

By TOM VILSACK 

S-5516 FILED APRIL 7, 1994 
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 11, 1994 

SENATE AMENDMENT TO BOUSE FILE 2286 
H-6059 

l Amend House File 2286, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
J l. Page l, line 8, by inserting after the word 
4 "two'' the following: ''three thousand dollars or less 
5 for actions commenced on or after July 1, 1994, and 
6 before July 1, 1995, and". 
7 2. Page 1, line 8, by inserting after the word 
8 "less" the follov1ing: "for actions commenced on or 
9 after July l, 1995". 

10 3. Page 1, line 18, by inserting after the word 
ll ''two'' the following: "three thousand dollars or less 
12 for actions commenced on or after July 1, 1994, and 
13 before July 1, 1995, and''. 
14 4. Page 1, line 18, by inserting after the word 
15 "less" the following: "for actions commenced on or 
16 after July 1, 1995''. 
17 5. Page 1, line 25, by inserting after the word 
18 "two'' the following: ''three thousand dollars or less 
19 for actions commenced on or after July 1, 1994, and 
20 before July 1, 1995, and". 
21 6. Page 1, line 25, by inserting after the word 
22 "less" the following: "for actions commenced on or 
23 after July l, 1995". 
24 7. Page 1, line 29, by inserting after the word 
25 ''the'' the following: "three or". 

RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
B-6059 PILED APRIL 8, 1994 

Page 7 



HOUSE CLIP SHEET MARCH 7, 1994 

HOUSE FILE 2286 
FISCAL NO'l'E 

Page 7 

A fiscal note for House File 2286 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 
17. Da~a used in developing ~his fiscal note is available from the Legis~ative 
Fiscal Bureau to member~ of the ~egislature upon request. 

House File 2286 increases the j~cisdictional limit for Small Claims from $2,000 
to $4,000. The Dill also J>rnvides that the limit will return to $2,000 if the 
Iowa Sllpreme Court declares the $4,000 excessive for a court which does no: 
provide a jury trial. 

Assump~Jons _:_ 

I. It '" e9timatcd tl1at 68,873 Small Claim• and 68,857 Regular Civil filings 
wili be filed in 1993. 

2. Approximately 5.0% of Regular Civil filings currently in the Court Sy9Lcm 
will be tra11sferred :a Magistrates from District Associate Judges and 
Di•;trict Judges based upon hlSlorical trends. 

3. Aduptiun nf this Btll w1ll have no significant fiscal effect on the Clerks 
of the District Co11rt operation • 

• SC!J:! ~~~ct! 
·. House file 2286 1s estimated to l1ave minimal fiscal im?act on the Ce~~ral Fund. 

It ic anticipated that the number of Small Claims reviewed by Ma~istrates will 
tncrea•;e hy approximately 3,443 cases the first year. The increase will be 
attributed to the transfer of Regular Civil filings from District A·;•;ociate 
Judges a:1d District Judges to ~agistrates. 

ThE est•~ated co•t pee hour for a Small Claims Cas€ to be reviewed hy a 
Distric~ Associate Judp;.~ (includinr, cvst~; for Co"Jrt Reporter ar.d Attendant) is 
$76.84, ~hereas, the estimated cost per hour for a Magistrate to review a Small 
Claim '" $18.00. Transferrin~ cases of $2,000 but less than $4,000, to a 
Magistrate will lower the cost per case for Small Claims and will permit 
District Judges and District Associate Jud~es to devote more time toward other 
matters <>f the Court. The net effect on the Court's overall operalion will be 
minimal. 

So11rces: Judicial Department (LSB 1632hv, LAM) 

FILED MARCH 4, 1994 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 
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!lOUSE fiLE 2286 

AN AC'i' 

l~CRt:ASHIG l'HF: .JURISOICTIONAT. MOUNT f""OR S/o'.At..I. CI.A.IHS. 

9f. 11' ENACTf.D B'i Tt!E GEHf.RAL ASSI-:MBLY 0!-' THE STATE OF' !0\o,'A: 

S~ction l. Section 6Jl.l, Code 199), ).r; arnt'nded to read a!'; 

follo·..-s: 

631.1 S~.ALL Ct.AIMS. 

1. The following actions ot claims. are srnall claims and 

shall be col!ll".enced, heard and dP.ternined as provided in this 

chaptt:r: 
A civil action for a lf.onP.y judqment -... herl" the amount in 

controversy 1s two -~h~ee th_qusanE dol.~ar~ . ....£!......1.ess . ..f2..!_.a_ct!ons 

£!=''!1-'Tienced on .?..!....!.f.!.!~--~~..!.:L..!...!. ~~9..!.t........!_~d 't?P.for~. Ju_lY......!..!.._l99_5.!. 

!!.~d __ {C!!!S. thousand dollars or less ~5?C act io.ns co~en~_ed Of? o~ 

after J_u_lY .. ~~9:?• exclusive of interest and costs. 

2. The district court sittinq in 9~all claims shall have 

concurrent. jurisdiction of an action for forcihl~ entry and 

detainer -..·h1ch i.s based on those ground!'> S(>t forth in Sl"Ct.ion 

648.1, subsl"ct:ions 1, 2, J ar.d 5. 1-.'hen conunP.nced under this 

chapter, thP. action shall be a small clcllrn for the putpose!i or 
this chapter. 

J, The district court sitting in small claims has 

concurrent jurisdiction of an action of replevin if the valuo? 

of the property claimed is two thre~ _t_h~usand .. ~.C!.!..!!.~.~r _less 

~~r--~~~ions _comm.~nced __ ~~-~tl"r -~! .. ~~~_n_d. _befor~ 

~-~lY. . ....!...! .. 19~~1!.~.-~our thousand dollars or less !o!.. ~~t ions 

~o~gnce~___2_!! __ ~r .~f.!..£.r __ J.~!... ~995. When con-me need unoler this 

chapter, the ~ction is a snall claim for the purposl"s of thi9 

ch,lpt~r. 

~. The district court sittinq in snall clai~s has 

concu:cent jurisdiction of ~otions and crdo?rs re~a!inq to 

~xecutl<:ln~ aqainst. ~:er~onal. property, incLJt!inq garnishnents, 

f 
... 

' 

' ., 
Hous~ fi!e 2286. p. 2 

wh~r(> the valuf'l of ttl~ propprt.y or qarn1sh~ed monPy ~nvolvP.d 

is two ~~.rel" _!_I}_SJUS•l~~i___~.'?:!..!.~.~!"____2!_1_~~!\-(_o_r__2.<_:t. ~2..~_5 .9~~'-e~£.£.~ on 

£.!". ~fter Ju~y ~-!_}~.9~_a..!!...o:! b~_(orP. .:lUl.:t.__l_,____!J.~5~.~ld___!.9_~r 

thousand dollars or le-ss ~C?_.r____!_C:~l'?l]!...~~.!!"-~'-'c:=.£E.on . ...£.! i\f_t:...':..r 

~lJ .. l.~?· 
S~c. 2. JUR[SOICt'IOl\AL MOUNT REVERSION. Thl" 

jurisdictional amount. in sP.ction 1 of this Act shall r~vP.rt. to 

two thousand dollars if a cotlt~ of ccrnpe~ent juris.dir.t.ion 

declar~s the threP. or four thnusand dollar anount 

unconstitutional. 

HAR0£.0 VAN HAANEN 

Sp~<~k.er of thP. Hous~ 

LF.ONARO t .. aOSWf.t,[, 

President of the Senat.c 

I h~reby certify that. this bill originated in the House and 

is k.no~n as HousP. File 2286, Sev~nty-fifth General Ass~mbly. 

j) . 
Approve(;,~,-2C:_?, 

ELIZABETH lSAACSON 

ChiP.{ Clerk. of t.h~ House 

1994 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor :I ., 
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