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1 Section l. Section 232.2, subsection 4, paragraph c, Code 

2 Supplement 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

3 c. The care and services that will be provided to the 

4 child, nattn·a:r biological parents, and foster parents. 

5 Sec. 2. Section 232.2, subsection 39, Code Supplement 

6 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

7 39. "Parent" means a natt!r-a'l: biological or adoptive mother 

8 or father of a child but does not include a mother or father 

9 whose parental rights have been terminated. 

10 Sec. 3. Section 232.117, subsection 3, unnumbered 

l, Code 1993, is amended to read as follows: 11 paragraph 

If the 12 court concludes that facts sufficient to sustain the 

13 petition have 

14 evidence, the 

been established by clear and convincing 

court may order parental rights terminated. 

15 the court terminates the parental rights of the child's 

16 natttroa'l=-or--adopti~e parents, the court shall transfer the 

IE 

17 guardianship and custody of the child to one of the following: 

18 Sec. 4. Section 234.41, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

19 follows: 

20 234.41 TORT ACTIONS. 

21 A foster parent licensed by the department of human 

22 services stands in the same relationship to the foster 

23 parent's minor foster child, for purposes of tort actio:1s by 

24 or on behalf of the foster child against the foster parent, as 

25 a natttf'a'l: biological parent to the natttral biological parent's 

26 minor child who resides at home. This section does not apply 

27 to a foster parent whose malicious, willful and wanton conduct 

28 causes injury or damage to a foster child ~r exposes the 

29 foster child to a danger caused by violation of a statute or 

30 the rules of the department of human services. 

31 Sec. 5. Section 237.3, subsection 2, paragraph h, Cod~ 

32 Supplement 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

33 h. Policies for involvement of natttra'l: biological parents. 

34 Sec. 6. Section 237.15, subsection 1, paragraph c, Code 

35 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
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1 c. 
2 child, 

3 Sec. 
4 amended 

5 4. 

6 child, 

7 Sec. 

S.F. 

The care and services that will 
l'lat~:~toa:l: biological parents, and 
7. Section 237.22, subsection 
to read as follows: 

The care and services that will 
nattH•a'l: biological parents, and 
8. Section 238.1, subsection 

H.F. ~cQI7 

be provided to the 

foster parents. , 

4, Code 1993, is 

be provided to the 

foster parents. 

2, paragraph c, Code 
8 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

9 c. The care and services that will be provided to the 

10 child, nat~:~ra'l: biological parents, and foster parents. 

ll Sec. 9. Section 422.9, subsection 2, paragraph c, Code 

12 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

c. Add the amount by which expenses paid or incurred in 

connection with the adoption of a child by the taxpayer exceed 

three percent of the net income of the taxpayer, or of the 

taxpayer and spouse in the case of a joint return. The 

expenses may include medical and hospital expenses of the 

l'lat~:~rai biological mother which are incident to the child's 

birth and are paid by the taxpayer, welfare agency fees, legal 

fees, and all other fees and costs relating to the adoption of 

a child if the child is placed by a child-placing agency 

22 licensed under chapter 238 or by a person making an 

23 independent placement according to the provisions of chapter 
24 600. 

25 Sec. 10. Section 450.9, subsection 2, Code 1993, ts 
26 amended to read as follows: 

27 2. Each son and daughter, includ1ng legally adopted sons 

28 and daughters, or ±iie9itimate biological sons and daughters 

29 entitled to inherit under the law of this state, fifty 
30 thousand dollars. 

31 Sec. 11. Section 450.10, subsection 1, unnumbered 

32 paragraph 1, Code 1993, is amended to read as follows: 

33 When the property, interest, or income passes to the father 

34 or mother, or to a child or lineal descendant of the decedent, 

35 grantor, donor, or vendor, including a legally adopted child 
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1 or iire~itimate biological child entitled to inherit under the 

2 laws of this state, the tax imposed shall be on the individual 

3 share so passing in excess of the exemptions allowed as 

4 follows: 

5 Sec. 12. Section 600.2, subsection l, Code 1993, is 

6 amended to read as follows: 

7 l. "Child", "parent", "parent-child relationship", 

8 "termination of parental rights", "natuf'a:i biological parent", 

9 "stepparent", "guardian", "custodian", "guardian ad litem", 

10 "minor", "adult", "agency", "department", "court", ''juvenile 

11 court", "independent placement" mean the same as defined in 

12 section 600A.2. 

13 Sec. 13. Section 600.8, subsection 1, paragraph c, 

14 unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

15 follows: 

16 A background information investigation and a report of this 

17 investigation shall not disclose the identity of the natural 

18 biolo9lcal parents of the minor person to be adopted and shall 

19 answer the following: 

20 Sec. 14. Section 600.9, subsection 1, paragraphs c and d, 

21 Code 1993, are amended to read as follows: 

22 c. Medical care received by the natural biologica_l parents 

23 or the minor person during the pregnancy or delivery of the 

24 minor person. 

25 d. Any other services relating to the adoption or to the 

26 placement of the minor person which were received by or on 

27 behalf of the petitioner, the natuf'ar biological parents, or 

28 any other person, including legal fees. 

29 Sec. 15. Section 600.9, subsection 2, Code 1993, 1s 

30 amended to read as follows: 

31 2. A naluf'ar biological parent shall not receive any thing 

32 of value as a result of the natuf'ai biological parent's child 

33 or former child being placed with and adopted by another 

34 person, unless that thing of value is commensurate with some 

3S necessary service provided the natu~a~ biological parent in 
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1 relation to childbirth, child raising, or delivering the chiid 

2 for adoption. Any person assisting in any way with the 

3 placement or adoption of a minor person shall not charge a fee 

4 which is more than usual, necessary, and commensurate with the 

5 services rendered. If the nat~~al biological parent receives 

6 any prohibited thing of value, if a person gives a prohibited 

7 thing of value, or if a person charges a prohibited fee under 

8 this subsection, each such person shall be, upon conviction, 

9 guilty of a simple misdemeanor. 

10 Sec. 16. Section 600.16, subsection 2, Code 1993, lS 

11 amended to read as follows: 

12 2. Information regarding an adopted person's existing 

13 medical and developmental history and family medical history, 

14 which meets the definition of background information in 

15 section 600.8, subsection 1, paragraph "c'', shall be made 

16 available as provided in subsection 1. However, the identity 

17 of the adopted person's nat~~al biological parents shall not 

18 be disclosed. 

19 Sec. 17. Section 600.16A, subsections 2 and 3, Code 1993, 

20 are amended to read as follows: 

21 2. All papers and records pertaining to a termination of 

22 parental rights under chapter 600A and to an adoption shall 

23 not be open to inspection and the identity of the ftattl~at 

24 biological parents of an adopted person shall net be revealed 

25 except under any of the following circumstances: 

26 a. An agency involved in placement shall contact the 

27 adopting parents or the adult adopted child regarding 

28 eligibility of the adopted child for benefits based on 

29 entitlement of benefits or inheritance from the terminated 

30 nat~ral biological parents. 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

b. The court, for good cause, shall order the opening of 

the permanent adoption record of the court for the adopted 

person who is an adult and reveal the names of either or both 

of the natural biological parents following consideration of 

both of the following: 
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1 (1) A ~atnra% biological parent may file an affidavit 

2 requesting that the court reveal or not reveal the parent's 

3 identity. The court shall consider any such affidavit in 

4 determining whether there is good cause to order opening of 

5 the records. To facilitate the ~atn~ai biological parents in 

6 filing an affidavit, the department shall, upon request of a 

7 ~atnra± biological parent, provide the ~atnra± biological 

8 parent with an adoption information packet containing an 

9 affidavit for completion and filing with the,court: 

10 (2) If the adopted person who applies for revelation of 

ll the ,atttral biological parents' identity has a sihl i ng who is 

12 a minor and who has been adopted by the same parents, the 

13 court may deny the application on the grounds that revelation 

14 to the applicant may also indirectly and harmfully permit the 

15 same revelation to the applicant's minor sibling. 

16 c. A ~atnra± biological sibling of an adopted person may 

17 file or may request that the department file an affidavit in 

18 the court in which the adopted person's adoption records have 

19 been sealed requesting that the court reveal or not reveal the 

20 sibling's name to the adopted person. The court shall 

21 consider any such affidavit in determining whether there 1s 

22 good cause to order opening of the records upon application 

23 for revelation by the adopted person. Howeve~, the name of 

24 the natnra± biological sibling shall not be revealed until the 

25 ~atnrai biological sibling has attained major1ty. 

26 d. The juvenile court or court may, upon competent medical 

27 evidence, open termination or adoption records if opening is 

28 shown to be necessary to save the life of or prevent 

29 irreparable physical or mental harm to an adopted person or 

30 the person's offspring. The juvenile court or court shall 

31 make every reasonable effort to prevent the identity of the 

~ 

32 natnral biological parents from becoming revealed under this 

33 paragraph to the adopted person. The juvenile court or court 

34 may, however, permit revelation of the identity of the ~atnral 

35 biological parents to medical personnel attending the adopted ~ 
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1 person or the person's offspring. These medical personnel 

2 shall make every reasonable effort to prevent the identity of 

3 the nata~e~ biological parents from becoming revealed to the 

4 adopted person. 

5 3. In addition to other procedures by 

6 records may be opened under this section, 

which adoption 

if both of the 

7 following conditions are met, the department, the clerk of 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

8 court, or the agency which made the placement shall open the 

adoption record for inspection and shall reveal the identity 

of the nattl~al biological parents to the adult adopted child 

or the identity of the adult adopted child to the neta~al 

biological parents: 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

a. A natttral biological parent has placed in the adoption 

record written consent to revelation of the natttral biological 

parent's identity to the adopted child at an age specified by 

the nattt~al biological parent, upon request of the adopted 

child . 

b. An adult adopted child has placed in the adoption 

19 record written consent to revelation of the identity of the 

20 adult adopted child 

21 A person who has 

to a nattt~al biological parent. 

placed in the adoption record written 

22 consent pursuant to paragraph "a'' or "b" of this subsection 

23 may withdraw the consent at any time by placing a written 

24 withdrawal of consent statement in the adoption record. 

25 Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection, if the 

26 adult adopted person has a sibling who is a minor and who has 

27 also been adopted by the same parents, the department, the 

28 clerk of court, or the agency which made the placement may 

29 deny the request of either the adult adopted person or the 

30 natttral biological parent to open the adoption records and to 

31 reveal the identities of the parties pending determination by 

32 the court that there is good cause to open the records 

33 pursuant to subsection 2. 

~ 34 Sec. 18. Section 600.24, subsection 1, Code 1993, lS 

···~ 35 amended to read as follows: 
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l l. The identity of the nattlra~ biological parents of the 

2 adopted person is concealed from the person gaining access to 

3 the records. 

4 Sec. 19. Section 600A.2, subsection 12, Code 1993, is 

5 amended to read as follows: 

6 i:i! 2A. "Nattlral Biological parent" means a parent who has 

7 been a biological party to the procreation of the child. 

8 Sec. 20. Section 600A.5, subsection 2, Code 1993, is 

9 amended to read as follows: 

10 2. A petition for termination of parental rights shall be 

ll filed with the juvenile court in the county in which the 

12 guardian or custodian of the child resides or the child, the 

13 natttral biological mother or 

14 If a juvenile court has made 

the pregnant woman is domiciled. 

an order 

15 child under chapter 232, division III 

pertaining to a minor 

and that order is still 

16 in force, the termination proceedings shall be conducted 

17 pursuant to the provisions of chapter 232, division IV. 

18 Sec. 21. Section 600A.6, subsection l, Code 1993, is 

19 amended to read as follows: 

20 l. A termination of parental rights under this chapter 

21 shall, unless provided otherwise in this section, be ordered 

22 only after notice has been served on all necessary parties and 

23 these parties have been given an opportunity to be heard 

24 before the juvenile court except that notice need not be 

25 served on the petitioner or on any necessary party who 1s 

26 spouse of the petitioner. "Necessary party" means any person 

27 whose name, residence, and domicile are required to be 

28 included on the petition under section 600A.5, subsection 3, 

29 paragraphs "a" and "b".!. except a nattlra:l: biological parent who 

30 has been convicted of having sexually abused the other natttrat 

31 biological parent while not cohabiting with that parent as 

32 husband and wife, thereby producing the birth of the child who 

33 ts the subject of the termination proceedings. 

34 Sec. 22. Section 600B.5, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

35 follows: 
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1 6008.5 DISCHARGE OF FATHER'S OBLIGATION. 

2 The obligation of the father other than that under the laws 

3 providing for the support of poor relatives is discharged by 

4 complying with a judicial decree for support or with the terms 

5 of a judicially approved settlement. The legal adoption of a 

6 child into another family discharges the obligation for the 

7 period subsequent to the adoption, unless the adoption was 

8 fraudulently induced and the adoptive father's parental rights 

9 have been terminated and the order terminating the "eta~a~ 

10 biological father's parental rights has been vacated in 

11 accordance with the procedures set out in section 600A.9, 

12 subsection 3. 

13 Sec. 23. Section 6008.35, Code 1993, lS amended to read as 

14 follows: 

15 6008.35 REFERENCE TO ILLEGITIMACY PROHIBITED. 

16 In all records, certificates, or other papers he~eafter 

17 made or executed, other than birth records and certificates or 

18 records of judicial proceedings in which the question of birth 

19 out of wedlock is at issue, requiring a declaration by or 

20 notice to the mother of a child born out of wedlock, it shall 

21 be sufficient for all purposes to refer to the mother as the 

22 parent having the sole custody of the child or to the child as 

23 being in the sole custody of the mother and no explicit 

24 reference shall be made to illegitimacy, and the term nattlra± 

25 biological shall be deemed equivalent to the term illegitimate 

26 when referring to parentage or birth out of wedlock. 

27 Sec. 24. Section 6008.36, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

28 follows: 

29 6008.36 REPORT TO REGISTRAR OF VITAL STATISTICS. 

30 Upon the entry of a judgment determining the paternity of 

31 e"-~!!eg~t~mete ~ child the clerk of the district court shall 

32 notify in writing the state registrar of vital statistics of 

33 the name of the person against whom such judgment has been 

34 entered, together with such other facts disclosed by the 

35 records as may assist in identifying the record of the birth 
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1 of the child as the same may appear in the office of said 

2 registrar. If such judgment shall thereafter be vacated that 

3 fact shall be reported by the clerk in the same manner. 

4 Sec. 25. Section 602.8102, subsection 119, Code Supplement 

5 1993, is read as follows: 

6 119. 

amended to 

Notify the state registrar of vital statistics of a 

7 judgment determining the paternity of a~-~iiegit~mate ~ child 

8 as provided in section 6008.36. 

9 Sec. 26. Section 633.3, subsections 5 and 23, Code 1993, 

10 are amended to read as follows: 

ll 5. Child includes an adopted child but does not include 

12 a grandchild or other more remote descendants, nor, except as 

13 provided in sections 633.221 and 633.222, a~-±liegit±mate ~ 

14 biological child. 

15 23. Issue -- for the purposes of intestate succession, 

16 includes all lawful lineal descendants of a person, whether 

17 ~at~~ai biological or adopted, except those who are the lineal 

18 descendants of the person's living descendants. 

19 Sec. 27. Section 633.221, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

20 follows: 

21 633.221 fbbE6f~fMA~E BIOLOGICAL CHILD -- INHERIT FROM 

22 MOTHER. 

23 Unless the child has been adopted, a~-±iiegit±mate ~ 

child shall inherit from the child's ~atttral 24 biological 

25 biological 

Sec. 28. 

mother, and she from the child. 

26 Section 633.222, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

27 follows: 

28 633.222 fbbE6f~fMA~E BIOLOGICAL CHILD -- INHERIT PROM 

29 FATHER. 

30 Unless the child has been adopted, a~-±ilegit±mate ~ 

31 biological child inherits from the child's ~ataral piological 

32 father if the evidence proving paternity is available during 

33 the father's lifetime, or if the child has been recognized by 

34 the father as his child; but the recognition must have been 

35 general and notorious, or in writing. Under such 

-9-
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l circumstances, if the recognition has been mutual, and the 

2 child has not been adopted, the father may inherit from his 

3 illegieimeee biological child. 

4 Sec. 29. Section 633.223, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

5 follows: 

6 633.223 EFFECT OF ADOPTION. 

7 l. Except as provided in subsection 3, a lawful adoption 

8 extinguishes the right of intestate succession of an adopted 

9 person from and through the adopted person's nettt~8l 

10 biological parents. The adopted person inherits from and 

ll through the adoptive parents in the same manner as a nettt~al 

12 bo~n biological child inherits from and through the child's 

13 nettt~el biological parents. 

14 2. Except as 

15 extinguishes the 

provided 

right of 

in subsection 3, a lawful adoption 

intestate succession of a nettt~el 

16 biological parent from and through the parent's nattt~el-bo~n 

17 biological child who is adopted. The adoptive parents inherit 

18 from and through the adopted person in the same manner as 

19 natttral biological parents inherit from and through the 

20 parents' nettt~el-bo~l'! biological child. 

21 3. An adoption of a person by the spouse or surviving 

22 spouse of a netttf'el biological parent has no effect on the 

23 relationship for inheritance purposes between the adopted 

24 person and that nttttt~e:l: biological parent or ntttttre:l: 

25 biological parent's heirs. An adoption of a person by the 

26 spouse or surviving spouse of a natttf'ai biological parent 

27 after the death of the other nettt~el biological parent has no 

28 effect on the relationship for inheritance purposes between 

29 the adopted person and the deceased l'!tlttt~el biological 

30 parent's heirs. 

31 4. A person inherits through an adopted person, an 

32 adoptive parent, or a ntttttral biological parent of an adopted 

33 person only if the adopted person, adoptive parent, or netttf'ttl 

34 biological parent of an adopted person would have inherited 

~ 35 under subsection l, 2, or 3. 
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1 Sec. 30. Section 595.18, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 595.18 ISSUE LEGITIMATIZED. 

4 fffe9itimete-ehildren Children born outside of a marriage 

5 become legitimate by the subsequent marriage of their parents. 

6 Children born of a marriage contracted in violation of section 

7 595.3 or 595.19 are legitimate. 

8 EXPLANATION 

9 This bill makes changes throughout the Code as follows: to 

10 replace references to "natural" with "biological" as it 

11 modifies parent, mother, father, child, and sibling; to 

12 replace "illegitimate" with "biological" or by eliminating 

13 references to "illegitimate" in reference to a child; and to 

14 remove references to "adoptive" when it is unnecessary for 

15 distinguishing certain parents from others. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2') 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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AN ACT 

HOUSE FILE 2217 

REI.ATING TO CHMlGES IN TERHS USED "TO DESCRIBE PARENTS, CHILDREN, 

SIBLINGS, AND t"UEIR RELATIONSHIPS TO ONE ANOTHER. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSE~BL~ OF THE STATF. OP I~"A: 

Seetion l. Section 232.2, subsection 4, paraqraph c, Code 

Supplement 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
c. The car~ and services thclt will bP. provided to the 

child, 1\Dttu•d ~_!_o'logical parents, and foster parents. 
Sec. 2. Section 232.2, subsection 39, Code Supplement 

1993, is amended to rP.ad as follows: 
39. "Parent'' 111eans a natttrel- biological or adoptive r."IOther 

or father of a child but does not include a Mother or father 
whose parental rights have been terminated. 

Sec. 3. Section 2.12.117. subsection 3, unnumbered 
paraqraph 1, Code 1993, is amended to read as follo·.,.s: 

If the court concludes that facts sufficient to sustain the 
petition have been established by clear and convincinq 
evidence', the cOtHt m.ay order parental riqhts terminated. If 
the court terminates the parental rights of the child's 

"a~aral-or-adopttve parents, the court shall transfer the 
quardianship and custody of the child to one of the following: 

Sec. 4. Section 234.41, Code l993, is amended l:o read as 

follows: 

234.41 TORT ACTIONS. 

A foster parent licensed by the department of human 

services stands in the same relationship to the foster 
parent's minor foster child, for purposes of tort actions by 

or on behalf of the fo8ter child aqainst the foster parent, as 
a "atarai biological parent to the Mhtre:i 2.!C?:!Q.9~pal parent's 
minor child who resides at home. This section does not apply 
to a foster parent whose malicious, willful and wanton conduct 

causes injury or dal'laql?' to a foster child or exposes the 

• ( • 
House Fil~ 2Zl1, p. 2 

foster child to a danqer causPd by violation of a statute or 
thP. rules of the department: of human services. 

S~c. S. Section 237.3, subsection 2, paraqraph h, Cod~ 

Stlpplenent 1993, is aMended to read as follows: 
h. Policies for involvement of "at~~al biologi~a~ parP.nts. 
Sec. 6. Section 237.15, subsection 1, paragraph c, Code 

1993, is amended to rl?'ad as follo~s: 

c. 7he care and services that will be provided to the 
child, l'lt!lt.,~ai bio!gg!..£~_! parents, and foster parents. 

Sec. 7. Section 237.22, subsection 4, Code 1993, is 
amended to read as follows: 

4. The care and services that will be provided to the 
child, nat~~ai biological parents, and foster parents. 

Sec. 8. Section 238.1, subsection 2, paraqraph c, Code 
1993, is amended to read as follows: 

c. 7he care and services that will be provided to the 
child, nata~ai bio~lcal parents, and foster parP.nta. 

Sec. 9. Section 422.9, subsection 2, paraqraph c, Code 
1993, is art':P.nded to read as follows: 

c, Add t.he amount by which expenses paid <>r incurr~d in 
connection with the adopt. ion of a child by the taxpayer P.xce~d 

three percent of the net income of the taxpayer, or of the 
taxpayer and spouse in the cas~ of a )oint return. The 
expenses may include medical and hospital ~xpP.nses of the 
"ahtre:t biological mother which are incident to the child's 

birth and arc paid by the taxp,lyer, welfare agency fees, leqal 
fe~s. and all other fees and costs relating l:o the adoption of 

a child if the child is placed by a chlld-placinq aqency 
licensed under chapter 238 or by a person making an 

independent placement according to the provisions of r.hapter 
600. 

Sec. 10. Section 450.9, subsection 2, Code 1993, is 
aml?'nded to read as follows: 

2. Each son and daughter, including legally adoptP.d sons 
arld daught~rs, or iHeqitiMat-e I?J..2..1:..ogical sons t~nd dauqhte-rs 
entitled to inherit under the la~ of this state, fifty 
thousand dollar!>. 

:I: ..... 
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Sec. 11. Section 4SO.l0, subsection I, unnumhered 

paraqraph 1, Code 1993, is amended to rearf as follows: 

NhC'n the property, int.ecP.st, or incone passP.~ to the father 

or mother, or to a child or lineal descendant of the decedent, 

grantor, donor, or vendor, includinq a legally adopted chll(j 

or Hie~Ht~~~.ate ~_i~l~g_!cal child entitled to inherit under thP. 

laws of this state, the tax imposed shall be on the individual 

share so passinq in excess of the exemptions allowed as 

follows 1 

Sec. 12. Section 600.2, subsection 1, Code 1993, is 

amended to read as follows: 

l. ''Child'', ~parent~, ''parent-child relationship'', 

.. termination of parental riqhts", ""attttal ~~g_l<;:~gical parent", 

.,stepparent .. , .. quardian", "custodian", "guardian ad litem", 

•mtnor~, "adult", "agency", "department", "court", "juvenile 

court", "independent placement" mean the sane as defined in 

sect.ion 600A.2. 

Sec. 13. Section 600.8, subsection 1, paragraph c, 

unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

follow!!.: 

A backqround infor~ation investigation and a report of this 

investigation shall not disclose the identity of the natttral 

biol~!£~! parents of thP. Mlnor p&rson to be adopted and shall 

answer the following: 

Sec. 14. Section 600.9, subsection 1, paragraphs c and d, 

Code 1993, are amended to read as follows: 

c. Kedlcal care receivP.d by the nat~rai biological parents 

or the minor person ducinq the pregnancy or delivery o{ the 

minor person. 

d. Any other services relating to the adoption or to the 

place:nent of the minor person which were received by or on 

behalf of the petitioner, the natt~nl biCJ1£CJical parents, or 

any other person, including legal fees. 

sec. lS. Section 600.9, subsection 2, Code 1993, is 

a~endP.d to read as follows: 

• • 
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2. A nat"r~~:i !lioloqic~_1 parl:'"nt. shall not receive any thinq 

of value as a result of the net"tal biolog_i!=a.l parent's child 

or fotmPr child being placed wit.h and adopt:ed by another 

person, unless that thing of value is conw.ensurat.e with some 

necessary service provided the naht!"ak !?.iological parent in 

celation to childbirth, child raising, or delivering the child 

for adoption. Any person assisting in any way with the 

placement or adoption of a minor person shall not charge a fee 

which is more than usual, necP.ssary, and cc:'l'ltnensurate with thE' 

services rendered. If the netarai ~~~logic~! parent recP.ives 

any prohibited thing of value, i! a person gives a prohibited 

thing of value, or if a person charges a prohibited fee under 

this subsection, each such person shall be, upon convict ion, 

CJUilty of a simple misdemeanor . 

Sec. 16. Section 600.16, subsection 2, Code l99J, is 

amended to read as follows: 

2. Information regarding an adopt@d person's existinq 

medlcal and developmental history and family medical history, 

which meets the definition of background information tn 

section 600.8, subsection 1, paragraph "c'', shall be m.1dP. 

available as prov1ded in Gubsection 1. HowC'ver, thP. identity 

of the adopted person's natt!tal biological parents shall not 

be d1sclosed. 

Sec. 17. Section 600.16A, subsections 

are amen~ed to read as follows: 

and J, Code 1993, 

2. All papers and records pertaining to a termination of 

parental rights under chapter 600A and to an adoption shall 

not be open to inspection and the idP.ntit.y of the natnt'ai 

~.!.<?~~~_l parents of an adopted person shall not bP. revealed 

except under any of the following circumstances: 

a. An agency involved in placement shall contact the 

cldopting pare-nts or the adult. adopted child regarding 

eligibility of the adopted child for bP.nefits basP.d on 

entitlement of bP.nefits or inheritance from the terminated 

"at~ul ~.!.?.~.99i_cal parents • 

-
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b. The court, for qood cause, shall order the op(~rd.nq of 

tne permanent adoption record of the court foe the adopted 
person who is an adult and reve<~l the na~.es of either or both 

of the ne:ttu•ai !?:~.~-qqlcal parents following consideration of 

both of the followinq: 
{1} A. nat:arai ~~.logical parent may file an affidavit 

requestinq that the court reveal or not u~veal the p,Hent's 

identity. The court shall consider any such affidavit in 
determinln9 whether there is good cause to order opening of 
the records. ·ro facilitate the Mt:arat biolo_gi_cal parent:s ln 

filing an affidavit, the department shall, upon request o~ a 

~aterel bioloq~~~·parent, provide the natarai ~iol~qica~ 
parent with an adoption information packet containing an 

affidavit for completion and filing with the court. 

(2} If the adopted person who applies for revelation of 

tile l'tet~:u·al biol~g_ical parents' identity 1\as a slbl ing who is 

a minor and who has been adopted by the same parents, the 

court may deny the application on the grounds that revelation 

to the applicant may also indirectly and har~fully permit the 

same revelation to the applicant'& ninor sibling. 

c. A nehral biol<;?g_ical sibllnq of an adopted person may 

file or ~ay rP.quest that the department flle an affidavit in 

the court in which the adopted person's adoption records have 

been sealed requesting that the court reveal or not reveal the 

sibling's name to the adopt.ed person. The court shall 

consider any such affidavit in determining whether there is 

qood cause to order opening of the records upon application 

for revelation by the adopted person. However, the name of 

the nattn•el: bioloqical siblinq shall not be revealed until the 

netdrfti biolog!sal sibling has attained majority. 

d. The juvenile court or court may, upon competent medical 

evidence, open termination or adoption records if openlnq is 

shown to be necessary to save the life of or prevent 

irreparable physical or mental harm to an adopted person or 

the person's offspring, The juvenile court or court shall 

ma~e every reasonable effort to prevent the identity of the 

;a • • 
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l'tl!lltttt'llll ~io!og!~-~ parents from becominq revealed under this 

paragraph to the adopted person. The )uveni le court or court 

rnay, however, permit revelation o( the identity of t.he natttral 

biol~gj.c2;!. parents to medical personnel att.ending the adopted 

person or the person's offspring. These medical personnel 

shall rrake every reasonable effort t.o prevent the identity of 

the nat-ttt'ai ~-l.oloq~c;~ par~nts frocn becoming revP.aled to the 

adopted person. 
3. In addition to other procedures by which adoption 

records may be opened under this section, if both of th~ 

following conditions are met, the department, the clerk of 

court, or the agency which rnade the placement shall open the 

adopt ion record for inspect ion and sha 11 revea 1 the identIty 

of the net-~rai ~!?~!cal parents to the adult adopted child 

or the identity of the adult adopted child to the nat-~ui 

bio}o_qical parP.nts: 
a. A natttre:i biolO:qical p,Hent has placed in the adoption 

record written consent to revelation of the natttrftt l?iolo_g!cal 

parent's identity to the adopted child at an age specified by 

the nat-ttrai '?A~loqi~<!..! parent, upon request of the al1opted 

child. 
b. An adult adopted child has placed in the adoption 

record written consent to revelation of the identity of the 

adult cldopted child to a natttrel bi~logic~~- parent. 

A person who has placed in the adoption record wr itterl 

consent p!lrsuant to paragraph ''a'' or ''b" of this subsection 

may withdraw t.he consent at any time by placing a written 

withdrawal of consent statement in the a.-Joption record. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection, if the 

adult adopted person has a sibling who is a minor and who ha!J 

also been adopted by the same parents, the departMent, the 

clerk of court, or the aqency which nadc the pi.acement; may 

deny the request of either the adult adopted person or the 

nat:t~rd ~~?.~~5l..!..£a.~. parP.nt to open the adoption r~cords and to 

reveal the identities of the parties p~ndinq determination by 

the court th.lt there is good cause to open thP. records 

pursuant to subsection 2. 

:I: .., 
N 
N ... 
--I 
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Sec. 18. Section 600.24, subsection l. Code 1991. ls 

amende~ to read as follows: 
1. The identity of ttl~P f\!ttrtrai ~!9.lo_g_l_cal par~nts of the 

adopt~d person is concealed from the person qaininq acc~ss to 
the records. 

Sec. 19. Section 600A.2, subsection 12, Code 1993, is 
amended to read as follows: 

:U ~· "ffaturai ~lological pannt'" meaM a parent who has 
been a biological party to the procreation of the child. 

Sec. 20. Section 600A.'>, subsection 2, Code 199), is 
amended to read as follows: 

2. A petition ·for termination of parental riqhts shall be 
filed vlth the juvenile court in the county in which the 

guardian or custodian of the child resides or the child, the 
"at~ral 21~logical mother or the pregnant wo~an is domiciled. 
lf a juvenile court has made an order pertaining to a minor 
child under chapter 232, division Ill and that order is still 

in force, the termination proceedings shall he conducted 
pursuant to the provisions of chapter 232, division IV. 

Sec. 21. Section 600A.6, subsP.ction l. Code 1993, is 
amended to read as follows: 

1. A termination of parental rights under this chapter 
shall, unless provided otherwise in this section, be ordered 
only after notice has been served on all necessary partiP.s and 
these parties have been given an opportunity to be heard 

before the juvenile court except that notice neP.d not be 
served on the petitioner or on any necessary party who is 

spouse of the petitioner. "Necessary party" means any p1nson 
whose natile, residence, and domicile are required to be 
included on the petition under section 600A.S, subsection 3, 

paraqraphs "a" and "b".!. except a netnut biol29t~ .. a~ parent who 
has been convictP.d of having sexually abused the other "at~~al 
biological parent while not cohabiting with that parent as 

husband and wife, thereby producing the birth of the child who 
is the subject of the termination proceedings. 

• • 
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SPc. 22. SPcti.on 600B.S, Code 1993, i.!!. amended to read as 
follo-.,3: 

600R. S DISCKARGP. Or fATIIf.R' S OBI.IGATION. 

The obligation of the father other than that under the laws 
providinq for the support of poor relatives is discharger) by 

complyinq with a judicial decree toe 9upport or with the terms 
of a judicially approved settlement. The l~gal adoption of a 

child into another family discharges the obliq~tlon for the 
pP.riod subsequent to ttle adoption, unless the adoption was 

fraudulently inducPd and the adoptive father's parental rights 
hav~ been terminated and the ord~r t~rmlnating the nat~~ai 

bl~_;.£g_i~_a_! father's parental riqhts ha9 been vacatP.d In 
accordance with the procedurP.9 set out In section 600A.9, 

subs~ct ion 3. 

Sec. 21. Section 6008.35, Code 1993, is aMended to reaJ as 
follows: 

6009.35 REf'ERENCE TO ILLEGITIH.AC'i PROliiBITF.O. 

In all records, certificates, or other pap~rs n~reafter 
made or executed, other than birth records and certificates or 

records of judicial proceedinqs ln which the question of birth 
out of wedlock is at issue, rP.quiring a declaration by or 

notice to the mother of a child born out of wedlock, it shall 
be sufficient for all purposes to refer to the mother a!'l the 

parent having the sole custody of the child or to t.h~ child as 
being in the sole custody of the mothPr and no expllci t 

reference 9hall be made to illegitimacy, and the tee~ "~tn~ai 
biol£2!~~ shall be deemed equivalent to the tee~ illegitimate 
when referring to parentaqe or birth out of wedlock. 

Sec. 24. Section 6008.36, Code 1993, is amendP.d to read as 
follows: 

6008.36 R£PORT 'IO R[GIS'I·RAR OF Vl'l'AL STATISTICS. 

Upon the entry of a .iudqrtiP.nt determining the paternity of 
an-iile~itiMate ~child the clerk of the district court shall 

notify in ~citing the stat~ rP.gistrar of vital statistics of 
the name of the person aqainst ~ho~ such judqment has been 

entered, toqethcr ~ith such other facts disclosed by the 

4t 
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records as may assist in identifying the record of the birth 

of the child as the same rr-ay appear in the office of s.1id 

registrar. If such )udqrr.ent shall ther<'aft.er be vacateJ that 

fact shall be reported by the clerk in the satr.Q C"''.tnner. 

Sec. 2'i. Section 602.8102, subsection 119, Code Supplement 

1993, is amended to read as follows: 
119. Notify the state reqistrar of vital statistic~ of a 

judqmP.nt determining tha paternity of an-i:He~Hi:l'lat:e ~ child 

as provided in section 6008.36. 
Sec. 26. Section 633.3, subsections 5 and 23. Code 1993, 

are amended to read as follows: 
5. Child -- in~ludes an adopted child but does not include 

a grandchild or other more remote descendants, nor, except as 

provided in sections 633.221 and 633.222, an-ill~qi~i~at~ ~ 

~~9.!29i_s_~!_ child. 
23. Issue -- for th~ purposes of intestate succesaion, 

includes all lawful lineal descendants of a person, .... nether 

na~erai b1olggical or adopted, except those who are the lineal 

descendants of the person's living descendants. 

Sec. 27. Section 633.221, Code 1993, is amended t.o read as 

follows: 

633.221 fbbBSUIAA'fP. BIOLOGICA.~ CHILD -- INHERIT FROM 

MCYI'HER. 

Unless the child has been adopted, an-iite~itt~ate ~ 

biological child shall inherit from the child's natnrai 

~!£.!2S_!sal mother, and 9he from the child. 

Sec. 28. Section 633.222, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

follows: 

6]].222 fbbP.8UfMA'fB BIOLOGl<;M-! CHILD -- lNUERI"T FROM 

FATHER. 

Unless the child hag been adopted, an-\ileqitt~ate ~ 

bio~glcal child inhP.rits from the child's natt!ral biC?l.12_qica~. 

father if the evidence proving paternity is available d~ring 

the father's lifetime, or if the child has been recoqni7.P.d by 

the father as his child: but the recognition must have bP.en 

general and notorious, or in writinq. Under such 
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circuru.stancea., if t.h~ recognition has been mutual, and t.he 

child has not been adopt:~d, the father may inh~rit from his 

i:Ue~Htl!'lal!f! bioloqi_sal child. 

Sec. 29. Section 633.223, Code 1993, is .t~Pndcd to rP.ad 35 

follo..,s: 

613.22) EfFECT OF ADOPTION. 
l. Except as provided in subsection 3, a lawful adoption 

extinguishes the right of Intestate succession of an 3dopted 

person from and throuqh the adopted person's nat~rel 

biological parents. The adopted person inhP.rlts from and 

through the adoptive parents in the s.tcne manner as a net-t~ral 

born biological child inherits from and through the cllild's 

nat~rai bi~!.29:J..~al parents. 
2. Except as providP.d in subsection 3, a lawful adoption 

extinguishes the right o~ intestate succession of a "n~~rai 

blological parent from and t:hrouqh the parent's natnrel-born 

~~2.~09!2..!!._~ child who is adopted. The adoptive parents inherit 

from and throuqh the adopted person in the same ~ann~r as 

fttllht!"al biological parentto inherit from and through thP. 

parents' nehtrai-bor" biol_Q.9i~a~ child. 

3. An adoption of a person by the spouse or survivinq 

spou~e of a nataral biological parent has no effect on thP 

relationship for inh@r itanc~ purposes between the adoptP.d 

person and that n&tt!re:l: ~?!_qgical parent or Mtau~ 

~-~~-~-~9J..~_a_! parent's helrs. An adoption of a person by the 

spouse or survivinq spouse of a natnrel ~-o~qsical parent. 

after the death of the other netnrel ~i~_l.ogical parent has no 

effect on tha relationship for inheritance ptlrposes bet...,een 

the adopted person and the deceased ntttarel ~-iolog!£~~­

parP.nt's heirs. 

4. A person inherits thrQuqh an adopted person, an 

adoptive parent, or a nata rei biolo9!.~~ parent of an adopt~d 

person only if the adopted person, adoptive parent, or natare:i 

biologic<!.!. parent of an adopted person would have inherited 

under subsection 1, 2, or 3. 

:t ., 
N 
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Sec. 30. Section 595.18, Code 1993, is amended to read as 

follows: 

595.18 ISSUE LEGITIMATIZED. 

flle9~t~m~te-ehildren Children born outside of a marriage 

become legitimate by the subsequent marriage of their parents. 

Children born of a marriage contracted in violation of section 

595.3 or 595.19 are legitimate. 

HAROLD VAN MAANEN 

Speaker of the House 

LEONARD L. BOSWELL 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 2217, Seventy-fifth General Assembly. 

ELIZABETH ISAACSON 

Chief Clerk of the House 

Approved (}~ S ' 1994 
I 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

HF 2217 

• 

• 


