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1 An Act relating to s1ze requirements for registration plates for 

2 certain trailers and providing an effective date. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

4 

5 

HOUSE FILE 2156 
H-5122 

1 Amend House File 2156 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 32, by striking the words ''have 
J the ootion to'', 
4 2.' Page 2, by inserting after line 2 the 
5 follm4ing: 
6 "Sec. . APPLICABILITY DATE. Section 4 of this 
7 Act applies-only to new registration plates issued to 
8 owners on or after January 1, 1995.'' 
9 3. Title page, line 2, by striking the words "an 

10 effective date" and inserting the following: 
11 "effective and applicability dates". 
12 4. By renumbering as necessary. 
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S.F'. II. f'. c2 /6 (_p 

1 Section 1. Section 321.166, subsection 1, Code 1993, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. Registration plates shall be of metal and of a s1ze not 

4 to exceed six inches by twelve inches, except that the size of 

5 plates issued for use on motorized bicycles, motorcycles, 

6 motorcycle trailers, trailers with an empty weight of two 

7 thousand p9unds or_ less, and special mobile equipment shall be 

8 established by the department. 

9 Sec. 2. Section 321.166, subsection 3, Code 1993, is 

10 amended to read as follows: 

11 3. The registration plate number shall be displayed in 

12 characters which shall not exceed a height of fou~ inches nor 

13 a stroke width exceeding flve-eighths of an inch. Special 

14 plates issued to dealers shall display the alphabetical 

15 character ''D'', which shall be of the same size of the 

16 characters in the registration plate. The registration plate 

17 number issued for motorized bicycles, motorcycles, ~rai_lers 

18 ~ith an empt~~eight of two thousand pounds or less, a~d 

19 motorcycle tra1lers shall be a size prescribed by the 

20 department. 

H Sec. 3. Section 321.166, subsection 4, Code 1993, is 

22 amended to read as tallows: 

23 4. The registration plate number, except on motorized 

24 bicycle, motorcycle, motorcycle tra1ler, trailers Wtlh an 

25 empty wei_9bt of two thousand pou~ds or less, a~d special 

26 mobile equipment registration plates, shall be o~ s~fficient 

27 size to be readable from a distance of one hundred feet during 

28 daylight. 

29 Sec. 4. Section 321.166, Code 1993, is amended by addir1q 

30 ~he follow1ng new subsection: 

31 NEW SUBSECTION. 8. The owner of a trailer with an empty 

32 weight of two thousand pounds or less shall have the ~ption tc 

33 receive ~egistratio~ pla~es ~or the trailer s~a:ler ~~a:~ 

34 plates regularly issued for automobiles pursua~~ to ~~les 

3~ adopted by the depart~e~t ~n acco~da~ce ~irh ~I~is sectior1. 
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S.f. H.r. 

1 Sec. 5. EffECTIVE DATE. This Act takes effect on January 

2 1, 1995. 

3 EXPLANATION 

4 This bill provides that an owner of a trailer with an empty 

5 weight of 2,000 pounds or less can obtain a registrat1on 

6 plate, smaller in size than plates issued for cars, pursuant 

7 to rules adopted by the department of transportation. The 

8 bill provides a specific exemption from certain size 

9 requirements for registration plates and numbers for these 

10 trailers. The bill takes effect on January 1, 1995. 
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l An Act relating to size 

2 certain trailers and 

requirements for registration plates for 

providing effective and applicability 

3 dates. 
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S.?. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 321.166, subsection 1, Code 1993, 1s 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. Registration plates shall be of metal and of a size not 

4 to exceed six inches by twelve inches, except that the size of 

5 plates issued for use on motorized bicycles, motorcycles, 

6 motorcycle trailers, trailers with an empty weight of two 

7 thousand pounds or less, and special mobile equipment shall be 

8 established by the department. 

9 Sec. 2. Section 321.166, subsection 3, Code 199 3, is 

10 amended to read as follows: 

11 3. The registration plate number shall be displayed in 

12 characters which shall not exceed a height of four inches nor 

13 a stroke width exceeding five-eighths of an inch. Special 

14 plates issued to dealers shall display the alphabetical 

15 character "D'', which shall be of the same size of the 

16 characters in the registration plate. The registration plate 

• 

17 number issued for motorized bicycles, motorcycles, trailers ~ 

18 with an empty weight of two thousand pounds or less, and 

19 motorcycle trailers shall be a size prescribed by the 

20 department. 

21 Sec. 3. Section 321.166, subsection 4, Code 1993, is 

22 amended to read as follows: 

23 4. The registration plate number, except on motorized 

24 bicycle, motorcycle, motorcycle trailer, trailers with an 

25 empty weight of two thousand pounds or less, and special 

26 mobile equipment registration plates, shall be of sufficient 

27 size to be readable from a distance of one hundred feet during 

28 daylight. 

29 Sec. 4. Section 321.166, Code 1993, is amended by adding 

30 the following new subsection: 

31 NEW SUBSECTION. 8. The owner of a trailer with an empty 

*32 weight of t\vO thousand pounds or less shall receive 

33 registration plates for the trailer smaller than plates 

34 regularly issued for automobiles pursuant to rules adopted by 

35 the department in accordance with this section. 
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S.F . H.F. 2./6fo 

l Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act takes effect on January 

2 1, 1995. 

3 Sec. 6. APPLICABILITY DATE. Section 4 of this Act applies 

4 only to new registration plates issued to owners on or after 

5 January 1, 1995. 
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HOUSE f'I LE 2l56 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO SIZE RF.QUIRr.MF.NTS FOR REGISTRATION PLATES FOR 
CERTAIN TRAII,ERS AND PROVIDING EF'PECTIVE AND APPLICABILITY 

DATES. 

BE IT ENACTED B'l TH& GENERAL ASS£jo!8LY OP TilE 51'ATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 321.1G6, subsection 1, Code 1993, is 

amended to read as follo•.;s: 

l. Registration plates shall be of metdl and of a she not 

to exceed six i nch~s by twe 1 ve inches, except that the size of 

plates issued for use on mot.orized bicycles, motorcycles, 

rnotorcycl~ trailers, !~~-~-lers with an ernpH·-~eig.!!_I:__2.L.~'!"q 

thousa~d_pounds or less, and special mobile equipoent shall be 

established by thti depart~ent. 

Sec. 2. Section 321.166, subsection 3, Code 1993, is 

amended to re,ld as follows: 

1. The registration plate nu~ber shall be displayed in 

characters which shall not exceed a height of four inches nor 

a strolte width exceeding five-eighths of an inch. Special 

plates issued to dealers shall display the alphabetical 

character "D", which shall be of the same size of the 

characters in the registration plate. The registration plate 

number issued for motorized bicycles, motorcycles, ~!i'P~!.!! 

wit~~!:!.....!~P~i'- ~~_i_<j~~ of two thousand pounds or les~ •. and 

motorcycle trailers shall be a size prescribed by the 

department. 

Sec. 3. Section 121.166, subsection 4, Code 1993, is 

amended to read as follows: 

4. the registration plat.e number, except on motor.ized 

bicycle, motorcycle, motorcycle trailer, !-.~·!_ilers. ~!_t_h __ an 

~~_j'-~~iqht. of Y"'~ th0!-!9~_1).2__ pounds _2t ... ~~-~s, and speci.ll 
rnobilP. equiJXTient regi.Stl"cltion plates, shall be of sufficit>nt 

size to be readable fran.:. distance of one hundred feet durinq 

d,wliqht. 

0 ~. :. 

!louse file 2156, p. 2 

Sec, 4. Section 321.166, Code 1993, is amend~d by addin9 
the following ne..., subsection: 

N~~BS~~.TIO~. 8. The owner of a trailer with an empty 

.,.,eight of two thousand pounds or lL>ss shall receivl" 

re9istration plates for the trailer s~allcr than plates 

regularly lssu~d for automobiles pursuant to rules adopted by 

the department in accordance with this section. 

Sec. 5. EF'Pf;c1'IV£ DATE. This Act takes effect on January 
l. 1995. 

Sec. 6. APPLICA!HLIT'i DATB. Section 4 of this Act applies 

only to new reQistration plates issuL~d to owners on or after 
January 1, 1995. 
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Speak~r of the House 
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President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House J'ile 2156, Seventy-fifth General Assembly. 
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