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A BILL FOR

An Act to prohibit eluding a law enforcement vehicle while
participating in the commission of a felony and providing a
penalty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE QF IOWA:
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Section 1., Section 321.279, Code 1993, is amended by
adding tre fcllowing new unnumbered paragraph:
NEw UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The driver of a motor vehicle

commits an aggravated misdemeanor if, while participating 1n a
public offense, as defined in section 702.13, that is a
felony, the driver wiilfully fails to bring the motor vehicle
to a stop or otherwise eludes or attempts to elude a marxked
officral iaw enforcement vehicle that is driven by a uniformed
peace officer after being given a visual or audible signal as
provided in thils section.
EXPLANATION

This bill establishes the new offense of eluding law
entorcement while participating in a felony. A person commits
the crime of eluding a law enforcement officer i1f the driver
willfully fails to bring a motor vehicle to a stop or
otherwise eludes a marxed official law enforcement vehicle
driven by a uniformed peace officer after being signaled by
flashing red lights or a sirer by the peace officer. The ternm
"participating 1n a public offense” is defined under section
702.13 to inciude part or the entire period commencing with
the first act done and terminating when the person has been
arrested or has withdrawn and eluded pursuers. A person
committing the new offense may be punished with a fine of at
least $500, up to $5,000 or imprisonment of up to two years in

prison or both fine and imprisonment.
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- HOUSE FILE 2153
ﬂéillbl34
T Amend House Flle 2153 zs follows:

1. Page 1, by inserting after iine 10 the
folilowing:

"Sec. . Section 707.6A, subsections 1, 2, and
3, Code 1993, are amended to read as follows:

1. A perscn commits a class "C" felony when the
person unintentionally causes the death of ancther Dy
erther any of the following means:

a. Overating a motor venicle while urder the
10 infiuence of alcohcl or other drug or a combination of
11 such substances or while having an alcohol
12 concentration, as defined in section 321J.1,

13 subsectionr 1, of .10 or more. Upon a plea or verdict
l¢ of quilty of a violation of this paragraph, the court
15 shail order the state department of transportation to
16 revoke the defendant's motor vehicle license or
17 nonresident operating privileges for a period of six
18 years. The defendant shall surrender to the court any
19 Iowa license or permit and the court shall forward it
20 to the department with a copy cf the revocation order.
21 b. Driving a motor vehicle in a reckless manner
22 with willful or wanton disregard for the safety of
persons or property, in viclation of section 321.277.
¢. Eluding or attempting to elude a pursuing law
enforcement vehicle, in viplation of section 321.279,
if the death Of the other person directly or
indirectly results from the violation.

2. A person commits a class "D" felony when the
29 person unintentionally causes the death of another by
30 operating-a-motor-vehtete-tn-any-of-the-fottowing
31 mannera~
32 ---az--Brag while drag racing, in violation of section
33 321.278.
34 b:--Etuding-or-attcempring-to-eiunde-a-puranrng-taw
35 enforeement-vehteter-tn-viotation-of-seekion-321:279+
36 3. A person commits an aggravated misdemeanor when
37 the person unintentiocnally causes a serious injury, as
38 defined in section 321J.1, subsection 8, by exther any
39 of the means described in subsection 1 of this
40 section."
41 2. By numbering and renumbering as necessary.
By OLLIE of Clinton

BELL of Jasper
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SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 2153

B-5748
; Amend House File 2153, as amended, passed, and
: reprinted by the House, as follows:
B ~”m 1 N o, . - ‘. *
.. L; 'thLQ page, Dy striking lines 1 through 3 and
: lnfe~t1ng the following: "“An Act relating ‘o eluding
6 aarff gnfo;cemgnt vehicle by prohibiting éluding wh;ie
¢ ph ~1C€1pating in the commission of a felony, making
3 e ¢ akin
] gganges ln the provisions applicable to uninteaticnal
dedtn or serious injury caused as a result of eludin
9 and providing Denaltieg,” o

H~5748 FILED MARCH 28, 1994 OM THE SENATE
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HOUSE FILE 2153
FISCAL NOTE

The estimate for House File 2153 is hereby submitted as a t1scal note pursuant
to Joint Rule 17 and as a correctional 1mpact statement pursuant to Section

2.56, Code of l[owa. Data uscd in developing this fiscal note and correctional

impact statement are available from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau to membhers aof '

the Legislature upon request,

House File 2153 makes it an aggravated misdemeanor to fall to stop one's car or

otherwise attempt to elude a uniformed peace officer in a marked police car

after being given a signal to stop.

Assumpt ions:

Tt 1s estimated that | more person will be on probatiaon because of this change.
Fiscal Impact:

This change is not expectéd to have a significant fiscal impact.

Correcticnal Impact:

There is no impact to the correctional system.

s
Sources:

Department of Human Rights, Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning Division
Department of Corrections
Judicial Department

Parole Board
Department of Public Safety (LSB 3579tnh, MDF) '

FILED MARCH 9, 1994 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR
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{As Amended and Passed by the House March 16, 1994)
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Passed House, Date ?‘f? Passed Senate, ate 3/,2,?/94(-
Vote: Ayes Nays _ () Vote: Ayes 77 Nays ©
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A BiLL FOR

1 An Act to prohibit eluding a law enforcement vehicle while

2 participating 1n the commission of a felony and providing a
3 penalty.

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY QF THE STATE OF IOWA:

House Amendments

HOUSE FILE 2153
S-5290

Amend House File 2153, as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the House, as follows:

1. Title page, by striking lines 1 through 3 and
inserting the following: "An Act relating to eluding
a law enforcement vehicle by prohibiting eluding while
participating in the commission cf a felony, making
changes in the provisions applicable tc unintentional
death or serious injury caused as a result of eluding,
and providing penalties."
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By RANDAL J. GIANNETTO
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Section 1. Section 321.279, Code 1993, is amended by
adding the following new unnumbered paragraph:
NEW UNNMUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The driver of a motor vehicle

commits an aggravated misdemeanor if, while participating in a
public offense, as defined in section 702.13, that is a
felony, the driver willfully fails to bring the motor vehicle
to a stop or otherwise eludes or attempts to elude a marked
official law enforcement vehicle that is driven by a uniformed
peace officer after being given a visual or audible signal as
provided in this section.

Sec. 2., Section 707.6A, subsectlions i, 2, and 3, Cocde

1993, are amended to read as follows:

1. A person commits a class "C" felony when the person

unintentionally causes the death of another by etther any of

the following means:

a. Operating a motor vehicle whiie under the influence of ‘
alcohol or other drug or a combination of such substances or

while having an alcohol concentration, as defired in section

321J.1, subsection 1, of .10 or more. Upon a plea or verdict

of guilty of a violatlon of this paragraph, the court shall

order the state department of transportation to revoxke %the

defendant's motor vehicle license or nonresident operating

privileges for a pericd of six years. The defendant shall

surrender to the court any Iowa license or permit and the

court shall forward 1t to the department with a copy of the

revocation order.

b. Driving a motor vehicle in a reckless manner with

willful or wanton disregard for the safety of persons or

property, in violation of section 321.277.

c. Eluding or attempting to elude a pursuing law
enforcement vehicle, in violation of section 321.27§%, if ire
death of the other person directly or indirectly results from

the violation. .
2. '

A person commits a class "D" felony when the person

unintentionally causes the death of another py-sperabing-a
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metor-vehielte—in-—agay-ef-the-fotloving-manneras

av--Brag while drag racing, in violation of section
321.278.
br-~Eiuding-or-attempting-to-eitude-a-pursuning-law

1

2

3

4

5 enforcement-vehieciey~tn-viotatton-of-sectton-32:1-2%9+
6

7

8

3. A person commits an aggravated misdemeanor when the

person unintentionally causes a serious injury, as defined in
section 321J.1, subsection 8, by eithes any of the means

9 described in subsection 1 of this section.

HEP 2153
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HOUSE FILE 2153

AN ACT
RELATING TO ELUDING A LAW EMFORCEMENT VEHICLE BY PROHIBITING
ELUDING WHILE PARTICIPATING 1# THE COMMISSION OF A
FELONY, MAKING CHANGES IN THE PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO
UNINTENTIONAL DEATH OR $ERIQUS 1MJURY CAUSED AS A RESULT OF
ELUDING, AMND PROVIDIRG PENALTIES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATFE OF IOWA:

Section 1. Section 321.279, Code 1993, is amended by
adding the following new unnumbered pacageaph:

NEW UNNUMBEREDR PARAGRAPH. The driver of a motor vehicle
comnits an aggravated misdemeanor if, while participating in a

douse File 2183, p, 2

public offense, as defined in section 702.13, that is a
felony, the driver willfully fails to bring the motor vehicle
to a stop or otherwise eludes or attempts to elude a marked
official law enforcement vehicle that is driven by a uniformed
peace officer after being given a visual or audible signal as
provided in this section.

Sec. 2. Section 707.6A, subsections 1, 2, and 3. Code
1993, are amended to read as follows:

1. A person commits a class "C" felony when the person
unintenticnally causes the death of ancther by etthee any of
the fcllowing means:

a. DOperating a motor vehicle while under the influence of
alcohol or other drug or a combination of such substances ot
while having an alcohol concentration, as defined in section
321J.1, subsection I, of .10 or mote. Upon a plea ot verdict
of guilty of & violation of this paragraph, the court shail
order the state department of transportation to revoke the
defendant's motor vehicle license ot nontesident, operating
privileges for a period of six years. The defendant shall
surrender to the court any lowa license or permit and the
court shall forward it to the department with a copy of the
revocation order.

b. Driving a motor vehicle in a teckless manner with
willful or wanton disregard for the safety of persons or
property, in violation of section 321.277.

€. FEluding or attempting to elude a pursuing law
enforcement vehicle, in vielation of section 321,279, if the
death of the other person directly or indirectly results from
the violation,

2. A person cocmmits a ¢lass D" felony when the person
unintentionally causes the death of another by-aperaring-na
moter-rehicte-in-any-of-the-fottewing-ranners:

a<--Breg while drag racing, in violation of section
321.278.




House File 2153, p. 3

br--EBiuding-or—attempting-to-eiude-a-pursuing-taw
enforecement-vehicier;-in-vietation-of-seection-321-279+

3. A person commits an aggravated misdemeanor when the
person unintentionally causes a serious injury, as defined in
section 321J.1, subsection 8, by either any of the means
described in subsection 1 of this section.

HAROLD VAN MAANEN
Speaker of the House

LEONARD L. BOSWELL
President of the Senate

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and .

is known as House File 2153, Seventy-fifth General Assembly.

ELIZABETH ISAACSON
Chief Clerk of the House

approved ({4 f 12, 1994
:

TERRY E. BRANSTAD

Governor
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