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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act to permit the patient advocate to attend hospitalization 

hearings of persons who are alleged to be seriously mentally 

impaired. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 229.9A ADVOCATE INFORMED. 

2 The court shall direct the clerk to furnish the advocate of 

3 the respondent's county of legal settlement with a copy of 

4 application and any order issued pursuant to section 229.8, 

5 subsection 3. The advocate may attend the hospitalization 

6 hearing of any respondent for whom the advocate has received 

7 notice of a hospitalization hearing. 

8 Sec. 2. Section 229.12, subsection 2, Code 1993, is 
9 amended to read as follows: 

10 2. All persons not necessary for the conduct of the 

11 proceeding shall be excluded, except that the court may admit 

12 persons having a legitimate interest in the proceeding and 

13 shall permit the advocate from the respondent's county of 

14 legal settlement to attend the hearing. Upon motion of the 

15 county attorney, the judge may exclude the respondent from the 

16 hearing during the testimony of any particular witness if the 

17 judge determines that witness' testimony is likely to cause 

18 the respondent severe emotional trauma. 

19 EXPLANATION 

20 This bill requires that copies of the application and any 

21 court orders regarding hospitalization hearings be sent to the 

22 patient advocate of the county of legal settlement of persons 

23 alleged to be seriously mentally impaired. The court is 

24 required to permit the patient advocate to attend the 

25 hospitalization hearings of persons alleged to be seriously 

26 mentally impaired with the county of legal settlement for 

27 which the patient advocate is appointed. 
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BE l'T ENACTED BY TilE GENERA[, ASSEM8L\' OF' t'tiE STATL OF IOWA: 

Section 1. !!_EW St::_C'!'_IOH. 229.9A AtWOCA1'E INfORMED. 

The court shall direct the clNk to furnish the advocate of 

the respondent's county of legal sett.lement with a copy of 

application and any order issued pl.lrsuant to section 229.S, 

suh3ection 3. The advocate tttay attend the hospitalization 

hearin<) of any respondent for whom the advocate has r~ceived 

notice of a hospitalization heari.n9. 

Sec. 2. Section 229.12, subsection 2, Code 199), is 

amended to read as follows: 

2. All persons nol necessary for the conduct of thP. 

proceedin~ shall be excluded, except that the court may admit 

persons having a legitimate interest in the proceeding and 

sha!...!..J>:e.rmlt .~.e advocate _!_rom _t_he r~~~~!: .... ~_!_ _ _c:ounty_o~ 

!~_g_.~~~~-~~e:nen~ to attend t!' .... ~~~§I_!.J:...!lg. Upon motion of the 

county attorney, the judge May exclude the respondent from the 

hearinq dudnq the testilt'.ony of any particular witness if the 
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judge determines that witness' testimony is likely to cause 

the respondent severe err.ot i.onal trauma. 

HAROLD VAN HAANEN 

Speaker of the House 

LP~NARO L. BOSWf.LL 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that thls bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 2134, Seventy-fifth General Assembly. 
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TERRY E. BRANSTAO 

Governor 

. f:[,IZABETII ISAACSON 

Chief Cleek of the House 

1994 

:t 
"TT 
N ... 
w 

"' 


