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A BILL FOR 

l An Act relating to the employment of administrators by school 

2 districts and area education agencies. 
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S.F. H.F. ID 1/ 

1 Section 1. Section 279.21, Code 1993, is amended by adding 

2 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

3 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. For purposes of this section and 

4 sect~ons 279.23, 279.23A, 279.24, and 279.25, the term 

5 ''principal" includes school principals, associate principals, 

6 and assistant principals. 

7 Sec. 2. Section 279.23, subsection 1, and unnumbered 

8 paragraph 3, Code 1993, are amended to read as follows: 

9 1. The term of employment which for all administrators 

10 except for superintendents may be a term of up to two years. 

ll Su~erintendents may be employed under section 279.20 for a 

12 term not to exceed three years. 

13 An Except as otherwise specifically provided, an 

14 administrator's contract shall be governed by the provisions 

!5 of this section and sections 279.23A, 279.24, and 279.25 and 

16 not by section 279.13. For purposes of this section and 

17 sectic~s 2/9.23A, 279.24, and 279.25, the term "administ~ator'' 

18 ~nccudes school superlntendents, assistant superintendencs, 

19 cd~c.1ti.onal directors employed by school districts for grades 

20 kinder:_garten_lhrough twelve, educational dl::ectors employed_Ey 

2l a~P~education~~cies undPr chaoter 273, principals, 

22 assista~t prir.c1pals, a~d other certified schoo~ supervisors 

23 er:'<E_~oyec:!_~sd:ool districts for grades Kindergarten through 

24 twelve as defined under sect1on 20.4, and other certified 

75 school superv1scrs employed by area education agencies under 

26 chaoter 273. 

77 Sec. 3. Section 279.24, unnumbered paragraph l, Code 1993, 

28 1s dme~ded to [ead as follows: 

29 An dd~in1strator's contract shall remain 1n force and 

30 efte<;t fo~ tile period stated in the contract. The contractL 

31 LJr _5:1_n :ndet1r-.ne period of time, shall be automatically 

32 cont~r:ued in force and effect for en~-yea~ additional one-year 

33 ~r~ds beyond che end of its original term, except as ~q 

34 unr,; the contract is modified or terminated oy mutual 

3~ agreement of the board of directors and the administrator, or 
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S.F. H.F. 

l until terminated as here~~ef~~r provided by this section. 

2 EX?SANATION 

3 Section l of this bill defines the term principal, for 

4 purposes of employment by a school district, as including 

5 associate and assistant principals in addition to regular 

6 school principals. 

7 Section 2 of the bill relates to the content of 

8 administrator contracts. The length of a regular school 

9 administrator's term under a contract is to be up to two 

10 years. The length of a superintendent's contract 1s to be up 

ll to three years. This section also provides that the 

12 definition of the term administrator includes educational 

13 d1rectors and other certified school supervisors employed by 

14 both schools and area education agencies. 

15 Section 3 of the bill provides for the automatic renewal or 

l6 continuation of school district administrator contracts for 

17 add1t1onal one-year periods beyond the original term, ~nless 

18 tne cor1tract is modified or term1nated by mutual agreement o~ 
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the dd:ninistrator 

district. 

and the board of directors of the school 
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fu~end ~c~se F~le 104 as fo::c~s: 
~. ?age l, lines 30 and 31, by str~~ing :he wotds 

"--c~ ..... ac-... •or ....... ~.,c·t"'>.,;;.,..:._e pe ... :,....,,..; ,-.f .... ;~e" c'n·C· '-- ·•<..'- '-1 ... a .• ..,,. t:7--1•-'.... --"-''-" v ... ,._,,. I 

i~se:ti~g the followi~g: ••cont:ac=~· . 
-~· .?a~e 2, by inserti~g afte: :~ne: the 

Eo!..:.cr...;1ng: 
''Sec. Sectio~ 279.24, C~de :993, is a~e~ded 

by adding the !allowing new ~nn~~be:ed paragraph after 
uon~mbe:ed paragraph l: 

~EW UN~UM3ERED ?ARAGRA?H. - .. . . . ~ c: :ne ooarc O-
directors is considering :ermi~atio~ o: a~ 
adm~nist:ator's ccntrac:, p:ior to a~y formal act~on, 
~he beard may ar~a~ge to meet ~~ c~osed sessio~, in 
acco:da~ce with the orovisions of sectio~ 21.5, with 
the administrator and the admin:st~ator's 
rep~esen:ative. The board sha:: review t~e 
adm:nistrator's evaluation, :ev~ew t~e reaso~s ~cr 
nonrenewal, and give the adrni~istrator an oppor~~nity 
to :espond~ If, :ollowi~g :he closed session, t~e 
board o: directors and ~he admi~is~rator are unable to 
m~tually agree to a modification or ter~ination of t~e 
adminis:rator's cont:act, or the board of di~ectors 
and tr.e adrninistrato~ are unab~e to mutually agree to 
enter into a one-year nonrenewajle co~~=act, t~e boa:d 
of di:ectors shall ~o::ow the p:ccedu:es i~ ~~~s 
sec:. .:en.'' 

By GRIES of Ccawford 
"-··uA··s-.., F - . ~ ~"t.L..:u'.V C.:'\ C_ ....;onr.SC!1 

~ H-3141 E'T:,C:D FEBRUARY 25, :99 3 
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HOOSE FILE 104 
H-3069 

L ~~end House File 104 as follows: 
2 Page !, lines 30 a~d 31, by striki~g the words 
3 ••contract, fo: an indefinite oe~iod of tirne,'' and 
4 inserting the following: ''contrac=''. 
5 2. Page 2, by inserting afte~ :i~e l the 
6 following: 
7 "Sec. Section 279.24, Code 1993, is amended 
8 by adding the follo~ing new unnumbe~ed pa:ag~apt a~~~y 
9 unnumbe~ed pacag,aph l: 

lO NEW U~NUM3ERE8 PARAGRAPH. If the board of 
ll directors is consider1ng termination of an 
12 administrator's contract, p:ior ~o any formal action, 
lJ ~he board shall arrange to meet in private session 
14 with the administrator and the administrator's 
15 ~eoresentative. The board shall review the 
16 administrator's evaluation, review the reasons Eor 
17 ~or.renewal, and give the administrator an opportunity 
18 to respond. If, following the private session, the 
19 beard of directors and the administrator are unable to 
20 mucually agree to a modification or termination of the 
21 administrator's contract, or the board of directors 
22 and the administrator are unable :o mutually agree to 
23 enter into a one-year nonrenewable contract, the boa:d 
24 of directors shall follow the procedures in this 
25 section." 

By IVERSON of Wright 
GRIES of Crawford 
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Act relating to the employment of administrators by school 

districts and area education agencies. 
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S.F. H.F. 101 

1 Section 1. Section 279.21, Code 1993, is amended by adding 

2 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

3 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. For purposes of this section and 

4 sections 279.23, 279.23A, 279.24, and 279.25, the term 

5 "principal" includes school principals, associate principals, 

6 and assistant principals. 

7 Sec. 2. Section 279.23, subsection 1, and unnumbered 

8 paragraph 3, Code 1993, are amended to read as follows: 

9 1. The term of employment which for all administrators 

10 except for superintendents may be a term of up to two years. 

11 Superintendents may be employed under section 279.20 for a 

12 term not to exceed three years. 

13 An Except as otherwise specifically provided, an 

14 administrator's contract shall be governed by the provisions 

15 of this section and sections 279.23A, 279.24, and 279.25 and 

16 not by section 279.13. For purposes of this section and 

17 sections 279.23A, 279.24, and 279.25, the term ''administrator'' 

18 includes school superintendents, assistant superintendents, 

l9 educational directors employed by school districts for grades 

20 kindergarten through twelve, educational directors employed by 

21 area education agencies under chapter 273, principals, 

22 assistant principals, an~ other certified school supervisors 

23 employed by school districts for grades kindergarten through 

24 twelve as defined under section 20.4, and other certified 

25 school supervisors employed by area education agencies under 

26 chapter 273. 

27 Sec. 3. Section 279.24, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1993, 

28 is amended to read as follows: 

29 An administrator's contract shall remain in force and 

30 effect for the period stated in the contract. The contract 

31 shall be automatically continued in force and effect for one 

32 yea~ additional one-year periods beyond the end of its 

33 original term, except es and until the contract 1s modified or 

34 terminated by mutual agreement of the board of directors and 

35 the administrator, or until terminated as "e~e~na~te~ provided 
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1 by this section. 

2 Sec. 4. Section 279.24, Code 1993, is amended by adding 

3 the following new unnumbered paragraph after unnumbered 

4 paragraph 1: 

5 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. If the board of directors is 

6 considering termination of an administrator's contract, pr~or 

7 to any formal action, the board may arrange to meet in closed 

8 session, in accordance with the provisions of section 21.5, 

9 with the administrator and the administrator's representative. 

10 The board shall review the administrator's evaluation, review 

ll the reasons for nonrenewal, and give the administrator an 

12 opportunity to respond. If, following the closed session, the 

13 board of directors and the administrator are unable to 

14 mutually agree to a modification or termination of the 

15 administrator's contract, or the board of directors and the 

16 administrator are unable to mutually agree to enter into a 

17 one-year nonrenewable contract, the board of directors shall 

18 follow the procedures in this section. 
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HOUSE FII.f. 104 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO TtfE EMPLO'iMENT OF ADMINISTRATORS BY SCHOOl. DISTRICTS 

AND ARP.,\ &DUCAT JON AGENCIES. 

RF. IT ENACTF.O R\' THJ: GENERAL ASSJo'.MBI.'i OF THE STATF. OF IOWA: 

Section 1, Section 279.21, Code 1993, is aMend~d by adding 

the follo..,inq ne1J unnu111.bered paragraph: 

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. for purposes of this section and 

sections 279.23, 279.23A, 279,24, and 279.25, the term 

"principal'' includes scnool principals, associate principals, 

and assistant principals. 
Sec. 2. Section 279.23, subsection 1, and unnumbered 

para9raph 3, Code 1993, are amended to read as follows: 

l. The term o{ employment wh~..£~---~<?~ ... all admin~s~rators 

~~cept for. supP.rintend~nts ~ay ~-e a teun o~-~p .~9 tw~_ye~_!..!:• 

~e~i-~~~nde~~-~~.i' b~.-~~?ployed und~r se~tion 2"19.2C! . .for a 

~er.!!.___!l~; .. _to ~xc~.~d-~~-~-...i:.!~~~.:. 

An Exc~E!:.._~s ot.herwise _sp~~~--f~-~~..!.~~!.<!~~!._an 

ad~inistrdtor's contract shall be qoverned by the provi~ions 

of this s~ction and sections 279.2JA, 279.24, and 279.25 and 

I. 
'·· 

w 
House file 104, p. 2 

not by section 279.1). Por purp::>sea of this section and 

sections 279.2JA, 279.24, and 279.25, the term ''administrator'' 

includes school supP.rintendents, assistant superintendents, 

educational directors £~P_toyed by -~chool dis~~]~-~.!i.J.c.?.L.S.rade~. 

k i. nderqa r ten t hrouqh twe 1 ve ~ _ ~~ucat i~n-~1 •. «H ~ ~ctor s t>mp lO;i~~. ~ 

!~~a educ~~~..2~.ii.S~~-~~~s under cll~.2ter 273, princi.pala, 
a9sistant principals, and other certified school supervisors 

employed~~ .!£~?9.! .. ~!.stric!:_S_ ~qr grades k:~~~~Sl!l!~ thro~gl} 

t'ole_~ye as defined under sect ion 20.4!-and other £.e:r~!!}~~ 

school supervJ.S:Q.rS employ_~~--~~ area .£...~~~~t.io.IJ aqenc_i_~~-~l)~er 

£!:!~1?~~~-- ~ll· 
Sec. ]. Section 279.24, unnumbered paraqraph 1, Code 1993, 

is amended to raad as follows: 

An adninistratoc's contract shall remain in force and 

effect for the period stated in the contcact. The contract 

shall be automatically continued in force and effect for one 

year addit.iona! __ !:>ne-ye~~ p~riods beyond the end of lts 

or~g~.fl.!!1 tern, except 1!!1!1 ~~~ l!!'l!~ __ <:O':\;_ract is modified or 

terminated by mlltual aqceement of the board of directors and 

the administrator, or until terminated as hereinafter pcovlded 

!lY..!!!.l!_~_!~ -~ C?:~ • 
Sec. 4. Section 279.24, Code 1993, is a~ended by adding 

the followinq new unnumbered paraqcaph after unnumbered 

paraqraph 1: 

NEW UNNU_~.f.~F.O PARAG~!'~· If the board of dicectors is 

considering ter~ination of an administrator's contract, prior 

to any form.al action, the board may arcanqe to meet in closed 

session, in accordance 'olith the provisions of section 2l.S, 

'ollth the administrator and the administratoc's represantative. 

7he board shall review the administcator's evaluation, rcv1ew 

the reasons for non renewal, and 9ive the administratoc an 

opportunity to respond. If, following the closed session, the 

board of directors and the administrator ace unable l.o 

mutually agrP.e to a modification or termination of the 

administrator's contract, or the board of dicectocs and the 
:r: .., 
.... 
g 
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administrator are unable to mutually agree to enter into a 

one-year nonrenewable contract, the board of directors shall 

follow the procedures in this section. 

HAROLD VAN MAANEN 

Speaker of the House 

LEONARD L. BOSWELL 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 104, Seventy-fifth General Assembly. 
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Approved 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

ELIZABETH ISAACSON 

Chief Clerk of the House 
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