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An Act relating to professional titles and abbreviations of
physical therapists and physical therapist assistants, and
licensure, examination fees, and conditions of practice of
physical therapist assistants.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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roecd

Section 1. Section 147.74, unnumbered paragraph 8, Coce .
1991, is amended by striking the paragraph and inserting in
lieu thereof the following:
A physical therapist registered or licensed uncer chapter
148A may use the words "physical therapist" after the person's
name or signify the same by the use of the ietters "P.T."
after the person's name.
Sec. 2. Section 147.80, Code 1991, is amended by adding
the foilowing new subsection:
NEW SUBSEZCTION. 8A. License to practice as & physical

therapist assistant issued on the basis of an examination
giver. by the poard of physical and occupational therapy
examiners, license to practice as a physical therapist
assistant issued under a reciprocal agreement, renewal of a
license to practice as a physical therapist assistant.

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 148Aa.6 PHYSICAL THERAPIST

ASSISTANT. .
1. A perscn shall not practice as a physical theraplst
assistant unless the person has obtained from the department &
license for that purpose.
2. Patient care provided by licensed physical therapist
assistants shall be directed and supervised by a licensed
physical therapist under conditions defined by the board of
physical and occupaticnal therapy examiners.
3. Each applicant for a license to practice as a physical
therapist assistant shall:
a. Successfully complete a course of study for the
physical therapist assistant accrediced by the commissicn on
accreditation in education of the American paysical therapy
associatlon, or another approprlate accrediting body, and meet
other requirements established by the rules cf the board of
physical and occupational therapy examiners.
b. Have passed an examination administered by the bcard of
prysical and occupaticnal therapy examiners. .
c. Have the right to petitiecn for walver of education




requirements under conditions defined by the board of physical

and occupational therapy examiners.
EXPLANATION
This bill allows a licensed physical therapist to use the
words “"physical therapist" or the letters "P.T." after the
person's name. The bill also provides for licensure,
examination, ard fee coilectiorn for physical therapist

assistants.
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S-3008

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

and inserting the following:

SENATE FILE 48

Amend Senate File 48 as follows:
1. Page 1, line 6, by striking the word ""P.T.""
111 "PT [1 N1 .

2. Page 1, by inserting after line 7, the

following:

"A physical therapist assistant licensed under

chapter 148A may use the words "physical therapist
assistant" after the person's name or signify the same
by use of the letters "PTA" after the person's name.”

By ELAINE SZYMONIAK

S-3008 FILED JANUARY 24, 1991
Cecteg i 2/ac Gr#ee!

SENATE FILE 48

S-3140
b Amend the amendme S=310 o ! :
> porimenc : 3103, to Senate Fiie 48 as
3 i. Page 1, line 14, j : £
; of“ o go ' ‘:he a, oy *rse:;;ng atter the word
; ol S.0Wlng: "2 person licensed to prac-ice
s g 1 i £o practi
> me Cine and su: gery, osteopathic medicine and
0 surgery, csteopathy, or" o ‘
7 . : " - .. -+
7 e 3 age 1, line 18, LYy inserting afzer :the word
8 2v" the Follow"‘c- "the perscn licensed =o ; ct:
. c perscn licen 0 practice
.2 T dicine and surgery, ostecpathic medicine and
;C surgery, ostecpathy, or ny“, a
1 3. Page ny :
1, Lﬁr\p 20’ :)y 1nsSers-in o € 5 -
‘i . z Y L_..;;g Goa '._er f.l'\e 3 A
f§ by tn° EOllOWlﬂg “the perscn ligcen nsec to Drwgr ce
N - [ (= -
1 medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine ang
surdgery, ostecpathy, or Dy".
By ?ILglﬁm ?ALMER MICHAEL. ©. GRONSTAL
MARY E. XRAMER LINN FUHRMAN

S-3)40 PILED MARCH 20, 1991
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SENATE FILE 43
BY SZYMONIAK

(COMPANION TO LSB 1723HH
BY BEATTY)

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 26, 1991)

- New Language by the Senate

Passed Senate, Date 3&&y@7§§324) Passed House, Date 4A;/%/@043ar3
4 -V_

Vote: Ayes « << Nays o Vote: Avyes ?3  Nays

Approved _ (.
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A BliiLL FOR

An Act relating to professional titles and abbreviations of

fry

physical therapists and physical therapist assistants, and

licensure,

physical therapist assistants.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IQWA:

H-3558

1.
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(Yol IR VIR TT) RNCINUUIE 5 BN o

SENATE FILE

amend Senate File 48, as
reprinted by the Senate, as

Page 2, by inserting

wing:

g-3558 FILED APRIL 9, 1991

,;?'2.4 ~/.// 7

So1 (g 30

48

amended, passed, and
follows:
after line 32, tne

Thig section does not prevent a person o
licensed to practice medicine and surgery, osteopatfic
medicine and surgery, or ostecpathy from directly
supervising a physical therapist assistant wno s an
employee of that physician.”

By HANSON of Delaware

examination fees, and conditions of practice of
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S.F. % H.F.

Section 1. Section 147.74, unnumbered paragraph 8, Code .
1991, is amended by striking the paragraph and inserting in
lieu thereof the following:
A physical therapist registered or licensed under chapter
148A may use the words "physical therapist"” after the person's
name or signify the same by the use of the letters lgzl.after
the person's name.
A physical therapist assistant licensed under chapter 148A

0 =~ v W W

may use the words "physical therapist assistant”™ after the

person's name or signify the same by use of the ietters "PTA"

after the person's name.
Sec. 2. Section 147.80, Code 1991, is amended by adding

the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 8A. License to practice as a physical
therapist assistant issued on the basis of an examination
given by the board of physical and occupational therapy

examiners, license to practice as a physical therapist
assistant issued under a reciprocal agreement, rerewal of a
license to practice as a physical therapist assistant.

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 148A.6 PHYSICAL THERAPIST
ASSISTANT.

l. A person shall not use the title "physical therapist
assistant" or the letters "PTA", or represent to the public
that the person is a physicalrtherapist assistant, unless the

Ty = o

person has obtained from the department a license pursuant o

Y ——

this section,
2. A licensed physical therapist assistant is required to

function under the direction and supervision of a licensed

physical therapist to perform physical therapy procedures

delegated and supervised by the licensed physical therapist in

a nanner consistent with the rules adopted by the board cf

physical and occupatioral therapy examinrers. Selected and

delegated tasks of pnysical therapist assistants may incluce,

o
but are not limited to, therapeutic procedures and related

tasks, routine operaticnal functions, documentation of

-1-




treatment progress, and the use of selected physical agents.

The ability of the licensed physical therapist assistant to

perform the selected and delegated tasks shall be assessed on

The

not lntegpret

referrals, perform rnlt al pva1uatlon or reevaluations,

T AT T TR

initiate physical therapy treatment programs, change soecrr,ed

treatment programs, or discharge a patient from pnysrcal

therapy services.

3. Each applicant for a license to practice as a physical
therapist assistant shall:

a. Successfully complete a course of study for the
physical therapist assistant accredited by the commission on
accreditation in education of the American physical therapy
association, or another appropriate accrediting bedy, and meet
other requirements estaplished by the rules of the board of
physical and occupational therapy examiners.

b. Have passed an examination administered by the board of
physical and occupational therapy examiners.

c. Have the right to petition for waiver of education
requirements under conditions defined by the boarc of pnhysical
and occupational therapy examiners.

4. Thils section does not prevent a person not licensed as

a pnysical therapist assistant from performing services

ordinarily performed by a physical therapy aide, assistant, or

techniclian, provided that the person does not represent toc the

public that the perscn i1s a licensed physical therapist

assistant, or use the title "physical therapist assistanz" or

the letters "PTA", and provided that the person performs

services consistent with the supervision requirements of

board of physical and occupational therapy examiners for

persons not licensed as physical therapist assistants,
R

SF 48
aa/cc/26




SENATE FILZ A8

AN ACT
RELATING 70 PROFESSIONAL TITLES AND ARBREVIAVIONS OF FEYSICAL
THERAPISTS AND FHYSICAL THIRAPIST ASSISTANTS, AND LICEN-
SURE, IXAMINATION FRES, AND CONDITIONS OF FRACTISE OF 24yg-
TCAL THERAPIST ASHISTANTS,

3K IT ENACTID 3Y THE GINEHRAL ASSEMBLY OF TEE STATE OF [Qua:

Section 1. Sect:on 147,74, unnusbered paracrapn 8, Code
L1991, Ia amended bv strizing the zaragranh and insecting in
lieu therenf the Followin

A chysical therapist registered ¢r .icensed under Craprer
1484 may use cthe words "physical therapisaz” after the peraon's
name or s1gnify the same by the uae of tipe ietters "PI" after
the persor's nase.

A poysical toerapist assistant licensed under chapter 1433
Tay use Lhe words "paysical therapist assistant” sfter the
Derson's name or signify rnhe sane by use of the leztars "pra~
after the person’s name.

$ec. 2. Section 147.80, Cude 1991, ;g amanded by adding
the foilowing rew subsection:

8A. Licanse to practice os a physical

Sued on the basis of an 2xamninaticn

given by vhe board of physical acd oucupational therapy

examirers, l:cense tc practice gy a physical therapise
ass.stant issued under a reciprocal agreencnt, reore.al of a
License o practice as a physical therapist assistant.

Sec. Y. NEW S CTIoN SA8AL K PYYSICAL THERAPIST
ASSISTENT,

. A perser shall pot use the title "chysical therapist
assistant” or the letters “PTAY, or ceprosect ko she publie
that the person 15 a ehysical therapist assistant, cnless the

persan has obtained from the departmens a License pursuant to

Senzze Flile 48, p. 2

thig sectian,

2. A licensed pnysical theravist assistent is requited o
functice under the directicn ant sapervision of a licensed
physical Ererapist to pariocm paysical therapy procelures
delegated and sugervised ay the licensed ohysical therapise in
4 Panner consistent itk the rulas adapted by the board ot
shysical and cocupational therapy exarinors,  Selected and
delegated tasks of rhysical therapist assistancs Tay lacluéa,
but are not !limited r., therapeutic vrccedires ard relased
tasks, routice operarional runchiocns, documentat Lor of
treatrent progress, and the use of selecred physical agenss,
Tne abiiity of the licensed physlcal therapiss ausistant to
cecform the seiecred and delecated tasks snall be asseased on
AN 0ngLing basis by the supecvising physical theravist,  The
Licensed physical Fheranig: 4sstatant shail not iaterpres
refercals, pecforn initial evalua-ion or reevaluations,
initiate pnys_.cal sherapy rreatcent pragrams, coange gpectiiad
Lreatrcert progrars, or dischuege a patiert frox wvhysical
therapy services.

3. Bach applicans. for a license to practice ags a paysical
theravist assistant shall;

a. Successfully corplete a ccurse of study for tae
piysical therapist assistant accred:sed by the cermission on
accreditation in education of the American physical therapy
ass0ctation, o anuther appropriate accrediting bady, and reer
cther requirements esvablished oy the rules of the nenrd of
ghysical and occupasioral therapy examinacs,

b. Have passed an exa~ninarion admin: wered by the bcard of
shysicail and occupatisnal Lhecapy examinecs,

€. Have the r.ght to petition for waiver of education
requirenents upder coaditions defingd by he Doacd of physicai
and occupational therapy examirers,

4. This section does nct prevent a person rot licensed az
4 physical trerapist assistant from perforsing services
ordirarily pecformed by a physical therapy aide, assistant., or




Senate File 48, p. 3

technician, provided that the person does not represent to the .
public that the person is a licensed physical therapist

assistant, or use the title "physical therapist assistant" or

the letters "PTA", and provided that the person performs

services consistent with the supervisicn requirements of the

board of physical and occupational therapy examiners for

persons not licensed as physical therapist assistants.

JOE J. WELSH
President of the Senate

ROBERT C. ARNOULD

Speaker of the House .

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and
is known as Senate File 48, Seventy-fourth General Assembly.

JOHN F. DWYER
Secretary of the Senate

Approved 1991

TERRY E. BRANSTAD

Governor




