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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to professional titles and abbreviations of 

2 physical therapis~s and physical therapist assistants, and 

3 licensure, examination fees, and conditions of practice of 

4 physical therapist assistants. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 5"'ATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 147.74, unnumbered parag!aph 8, Code 

2 1991, is amended by striking the paragraph and inserting in 

3 lieu thereof the follow~ng: 

4 A physical therapist registered or licensed undet chapte~ 

5 148A may use the words "physical therapist" after the person's 

joer 6 na~e or signify the same by the use of the ietters "P.T." 

7 after the person's name. 

8 Sec. 2. Section 147.80, Code 1991, is amended by adding 

9 the foilowing new subsection: 

10 ~EW SUBSECTION. 8A. License to practice as a physical 

11 therapist assistant issued on the basis of an examination 

12 given by the board of physical and occupaciollai therapy 

13 exa~iners, liceilse to practice as a physical the~apist 

14 assistant issued under a reciproca: agree~en:, renewal of a 

15 license to praccice as a 

16 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 

17 ASSISTANT. 

physical 

148A.6 

therapist assistant. 

PHYSICAL THERAPIST 

18 1. A person shall not practice as a physicai tr.erapist 

19 assistant unless the person has obtained from the department a 

20 license for that purpose. 

21 2. Patient care provided by licensed physical therapist 

22 assistants shall be directed and supervised by a licensed 

23 physical therapist under conditions defined by the board of 

24 physical and occupational therapy exa~iners. 

25 3. Each applicant for a lice~se to practice as a physical 

26 therapist assistant shall: 

27 a. Success:ully complete a course of study for the 

28 physical therapist assistant accredited by the corr~lssion on 

29 accreditation in education of the ~"erican physical therapy 

30 association, or another appropriate accrediting body, and mee: 

3: other requirements established by the rules of the board of 

32 physical and occupational therapy exam~ners. 

33 b. Have passed an exami~atlon administered by the beard of 

34 physical a~d occupational therapy exami~ers. 

35 c. Have the right to petit:on for waiver of education 
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5.F. H.F. 

1 requirements under conditions de~ined by the board of physical 

2 and occupational therapy examiners. 

3 EX?~ANATION 

4 This bill allows a licensed physical therapist to use the 

5 words "physical therapist" or the letcers "P.T." after the 

6 person's name. The bill also provides for licensure, 

7 examination, and fee co:lection for physical therapist 

8 assistants. 
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SENA'fE PI LE 48 
$-3103 

2 
Affie~d Se~ate ~'~_e ~8 as 

Page :, by s~:~~i~g 
~.:~l.C~NS: 

~:.:-:e5 ::"8 

5 ::"lerdp:ast 
6 ::ep,esenc 

ass~st.3:-:t" or the ~e':.::e!:s "?~.~.'I, 

t~ t~e p~blic that the pe:sc~ is ~ p~!s:cal 
7 t~e:apist assistant, ~~:ess ~he perso~ ~as cbt2i~ed 
8 from the depart~en~ a l:cc~se pu~s~a~t t8 th:s 
9 sec:ion." 

10 2. ?age 1, by s:,:k:~g :ines 21 th,eugr. 24 a~c 
11 inser:ing the f~11ow~ng: 

.~ 12 "2. A lice~sed 9hys~ca: t~erapist aS5is:a:~~ ~5 
13 [equ~red tc ~unc:io~ ~nder ~he direction anc super~ 
14 vision o~ a licensed physical therapis: tc ?e~~o:~ 
'!=- ...... hyC'~cal r-i-e,.. ........ '1 !'"\ .......... ceQ·~~ ... es ,....~'~ca·"'Q· arQ" -~·· ...... ~!'";,;ised _oJ t;-' ~.... _ ..... _Ct". t-t,,,,,,, ...... ""' ... _ ... ~ .... - .. ... ..... ::-'--

:6 by the :icensed ptys~cal therapist i~ a ~an~er co~-
17 sisten~ with :he rules adop:ed by :~e board of 
18 physical a~d occ~pat~onal t~erapy exa~ine~s. Selec:ed 
19 and delegated tasks c: ptysical :herapis: ass:sta~:s 
20 mav incl~de, but ar~ ~ot lim~ted to, theraoeutic 
2: or;cedures and re!ated tas~s, ,o~tine ooe[~t~ondl 
22 ~unctions, documenta~io~ of trea~xent p;ogress, and 
23 the use of selected physical age~ts. The abi:i:y o~ 
2~ t~e licensed pr.ysica1 therapist assistan~ to perfc,~ 
25 the selected and delegated tasks sha:~ be assessed on 
26 an o~going ~as:s by tr.e supervising physica: 
27 ~r.e,apls:. The lice~sed physica: therap~st ass:s:ant 
28 shall ~o: in:er~[e~ ~e:erra:s, Derform :~:tial 
29 evaluatio~ or r~evaluatio~s, inlt:ate phys~cal the~apy 
30 t[eat~en: progra~s, o~ange specified t~eatc.ent 
31 programs, or discr.arge a patient from p~ysica: c~erapy 
32 services. II 

33 3. Page 2, by i~serting a:ter li~e 2 ~r.e [Jllcw-
34 ing: 
35 "4. This section does net p[eve~t a person not 
36 licensed as a physical therapist assista~t from per-
37 ~orrni~g se[v:ces Qrdi~ar~ly pe:fcrmed by a physica: 
38 thera~y aide, assista~t, or :ech~ician, p:ovided t~a~ 
39 the pe~son does ~ot represen: to the pcclic :hdt ~~e 
40 2erson :s a :ice~sed physical :he:ap:s: assistant, O~ 
41 use ~he ::::e "physica! :~eraplst assista~t:' or the 
42 letters "?~A", and prcv~ded :hat the getso~ pe:eorns 
43 services consistent w~th the supervision ~eqGire~en:s 
44 of :~e board cf physical and occupational che:apy 
45 exami~e,s for pe,sons ~ot l:cer.sed as physical 
~6 therapist assistants." 

S-3103 rILED ~ARCH l2, 1991 
U ¥.s c?~,; (t Y( [, ) 

By ~LA:NE SZY~ON:AK 



SENATE FILE 48 
S-3008 

1 Amend senate File 48 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 6. by striking the word ""P,T."" 
3 and inserting the following: ""PT"n, 
4 2. Page 1, by inserting after line 7. the 
5 following: ' 
6 "~ physical therapist assistant licensed under 
7 chapter 148A may use the words "physical therapist 
8 assistant" after the person's name or signify the same 
9 by use of the letters "PTA" after the person's name," 

By ELAINE SZYMONIAK 

5-3008 
a,:L.~ 

FILED JANUARY 
-i""c- (it 7e.,; 

5-3140 

24. 1991 

SENATE FILE 48 

Amend the amendment, 
2 follows: 5-3103, ~o Sena~e File 48 as 

_ . Dage 1 .' 1 • - ~, .!.l::e ~4, by ':':-!se:-t:n0. a~t-_p., . 4 "OO>:I1':"'h ~ --. - - '=' --- t.ne ·""c·rd 
.L ;",.:.e ... O":"_O'w'l:1a: lIa De"'so"" ~ 7-l"'e .... -ed ......... 

~ medici~e a~d su~a~rv ~s;o;~a~.~7·- .. ~ . ~~ prac~ice 
6 s _~ ~, v ..... .tJ ~,Ie :i1ed~ci:~e and 

urgery, osteopa~hvr o~!'. 

7 2. Page I, line 16 by ; ..... se..- ... : ~ 
8 n;""v il '""h f 11· f _l. - .... _ng a..:...ter :he w"""rd 

... ... L e ... 0 __ ow ~ r:. c : It ~ he 0.... ..."'\' ~ _ v 
9 . OA· ~ _ ...... - - -'. - e .. SC.: ...:.lcer:sec ':0 o!:act-: ..... o m,,,lc;ne a"C surgecv, osteooa.'n'c rl;' '. --'-'-10 --. ~. ........ me"", ... Clne ana 

1: ~urgery, osteopathy, G::- tv". . 
..... 3~ ?age:, :i..ine 2" ," .~,... ...... ; .... ~&,,- • ~ 
12 "by" to., . 11' '0, ':Jy l.."e, - ""9 ac cec ::.ne 'worc 

de to O\ol].;1g: "::.!ie oer~o"" '; .... '" ~. . 13 -" - . .0. __ "e sec'O or-c" 
meOlc:ne and surgery, oste; .~: -'.;-: • ~.a c_ce 

14 s"ro' pa_ ,.0 rr:ec.C.ne ane 
u .ery. osteopathy, oc by" ' 

By ''iILL~P._'-: ?ALM£R' , 
I<lARY E. "<?lAMER 

S-3140 FILED !·PRe.".· 20 '99' I " ,- ~ 
X~.. ';/;1(. 

MICHAEL S. GRONSTAL 
LIN~ FCH?l!-'oA:-J 

• 



SENATE FILE 

BY SZYMONIAK 

(COMPANION TO ~SB 1723HH 

BY BEATTY) 

(AS ~~ENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 26, 1991) 

- New Language by the Senate 

Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes <% "'" 

34c/9/~g,;'C ) 
Nays ;I 

Approved 

A BilL FOR 

Passed House, 

Vote: Ayes 

'. "' Date 4/al1d-<", ISo5-' o 
'13 Nays ;;;;.. 

1 An Act relating to professional titles and abbreviacions of 

2 physical therapists and physical therapist assistants, and 

3 licensure, examinacion fees, and conditions of practice of 

4 physical therapist assistants. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STA';'E OF IOWA: 

- } 

18 

19 

20 

SENATE FILE 48 
8-3558 

1 Amend Senate File 48, as a~ended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 2, by inserting after line 32, the 
4 following: 
5 "5. This section doeS not prevent a person , ' 
6 licensed to practice medicine and surgery~,osteOpatnlc 
7 medicine and surgery, or osteopathy from Qlrect1y 
8 suoervising a physical theraplst asslstant wno :s an 
9 em~1oyee of that physician." 

By HANSON 0: Dela\'lare 
8-3558 ~IL~D APRIL 9, 1991 
~-1- -1//7/'1/ ('1 /2",'-) 
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S.P. H.P. 

1 Section 1. Section 147.74, unnumbered paragraph 8, Code 

2 1991, is amended by striking the paragraph and inserting in 

3 lieu thereof the Eollowing: 

4 A physical therapist registered or licensed under chapter 

5 148.0. may use the words "physical therapist" aEter the person's 

6 name or signify the same by the use of the letters "PT" aEter 

7 the person's name. 

8 A physical therapist assistant licensed under chapter 148.0. 

9 may use the words "physical therapist assistant" after the 

10 person's name or signify the same bxuse oE the letters "PTA" 

11 after the person's name. 

12 Sec. 2. Section 147.80, Code 1991, is amended by adding 

13 the following new subsection: 

14 NEW SUBSECTION. 8.0.. License to practice as a physical 

15 therapist assistant issued on the basis oE an examination 

16 given by the board of physical and occupational therapy 

17 examiners, license to practice as a physical therapist 

18 assistant issued under a reciprocal agreement, renewal of a 

19 license to practice as a physical therapist assistant. 

20 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 148.0..6 PHYSICAL THERAPIST 

21 ASSISTANT. 

22 1. A person shall not use the title "phXsical theraoist 

23 assistant" or the letters "PTA", or represent to the public 

24 that the person is a physical therapist assistant, unless the 
, ''=:-- .... 

25 person has obtained from the department a license pursuant to _. ( . 
26 this section. 

27 2. A licensed phxsical therapist assistant is requcred to 

28 function under ~he direction and suoervision of a licensed _ - __ ~ _.- .c;...;..;;..;;..;.,,-,,-~;.;....;;~.;..;..; __ 

29 physical therapist to perform physical therap~ procedures 

30 delegated and supervised by the licensed physical therap~st in 

3l a r.tanner consistent with th~ r..:les adopted by the board of 

32 physical and occupational therapy examiners. Selected and 

33 delegated tasks of physical therapist assistants may incluce, 
-----~--------~~~-34 but are not limited to, tterapeutic procedures and related . 

3S tasks, routine ooerational functions, documentation 0: . 

-1-
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S.F. H.F. 

1 treatment progress, and the use of selected physical agents. 

2 The ability of the licensed physical therapist assistant to --
3 perform the selectej.:?:'2.d ~a~~_ tasks shall be assessed on 

4 an ongoing basis by the supervising physical therapist. The 
..... ""'.~=~=--=-"'':IL.,..,...::;.,. .. ~~= • ,..._.....,.,-, .. ,...-

5 licensed physicalY"'~~.~.~~~Et shall not interpret 
6 referrals, perform initial evaluation or reevaluations, 

& .. ; _:s ... ~ 

7 initiate physical therapy tre!~~~nt prog.ams, change specified 

8 treatment programs, or diSCharge a patient Erom physical 

9 therapy services. 

10 3. Each applicant for a license to practice as a physical 

11 therapist assistant shall: 

12 a. Successfully complete a course of study for the 

13 physical therapist assis:an~ accredited ~y the corr~ission on 

14 accreditation in education of the American physical therapy 

15 association, or another appropriate accrediting body, and meet 

16 other requirements established by the rules of the board of 

17 physical and occupational therapy examiners. 

18 b. Have passed an examination administered by the board of 

19 physical and occupational therapy examiners. 

20 c. Have the right to petition Eor waiver of education 

21 requirements ~nder conditions defined by the boarc of physical 

22 and occupational therapy examiners. 

23 

24 a physical therapist assistant from performin~ services 

25 ordinarily performed by a physical therapy aide, assistant, or 

26 technician, provided that the person does not reoresent to the 

27 public that the person is a licensed physical therapist 

28 assistant, or use the title "pr.ysi.c~l therapis: assistant" or 

29 the letters "PTA", and provided that the person performs . 
30 services consistent with the supervision reau:reme:-1ts oE • 
31 board of physical and occupationa: therapy eXarnl:1erS ~or 

32 persons not licensed as physical therapist assistants. 25.,t 7 -
33 

34 

35 
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SENA':'!;: F!L: 48 

At: AC':' 

Rr.I,ATl~:G TO "'~()fi-:SSIONA:, ~rT:,E5 f\:.ID ''\'lHRE.V:X::O::S Of FE'.{SlCA:, 

,"!'HI::RA:>rSl'S :;N) fWiSICI>.L Tli:::RAPlS-:- ;'.:';SIS'j-M;rS, A\'O I.'!C~;-..'" 

S::RF:, ~:X.\l~:nu:o:: I-';-:ES, AN!) CCNOl rro~s OF fPi'..C71.::E': Cf ?;!'1'~;­
le .... 1. T'fERAi'IST !~SSI$rAt-:T~;. 

··n: 17 £N,'C'r:~ 3'/ 'l'EE G:::Nr.:RA:' ASSt:I-:f;L:i ')1' Tr.F. SrAr~ Of ro;s.'\: 

Section 1. Se ... ~t:')n 14',.'1". cnn~,-.bcre1 pdrag:apn 8, CC'!t.. 

1991. :,. a1l\~!'ld~d uy atri:':inq the- ,?Hag!<lph and inserting ir. 

li~ll therco! the followi~g; 

A ~hy5ica!, t,h(':i.lpisl :p.9i~n,l'!red cr :i.:er)::;bi :..;rldcr .;:r,'ll-,r:e~ 

148A !Tl<l~' 1l5e th~ words "phy!;.ico.~ t1~o:r.l?~S~" ,1ft"" the p'~r.~0'i':. 
llaM~ or Klqn~fy the s~mr by the U~~ of the ~P.tt~fS "P~" &ft,~c 
the pe !!;or, 's na:~c. 

A pnY5ical t:(h.'cdpizt .:!!';sisL'!.Ilt. lice;-;:;pd lI:;rj~1 C:l'l?~er I'll"; 

:-,ay l;se ~;,e '.::):0.15 "p;1y5~Ci!~ t.her;~pi~~, <I:~"'i~iI"ln!," afte, tr.e 

~.)cr;;'::>:"1·:; n<i~" or sign! (y "hI! S':C(~ bi' u"e o! the lettpi'.'i "?':A" 
aft:Pf the pel'son's nanc. 

S~<.:. 2'. Sec~io:,: 1 .. '1.80, C(:de 19n, js ~!1l"!nd"d by .. ~dd~~rs 
tr-re- ~'oi.l(o:,·ItH~ nc',.' :iUc.sect':'on: 

~;_~ . SU.~.~t:~l .. rO!; . 9A. Li.cqn.:c '..0 peact. i,c~ "'!i .a p!rysi.:-;d 

~he:dpis: assistant iss~~J O~ t..he ba~j~ ot d:"1 ~xa~inat.cn 

g~v<!n by tht! toal'd o! physic.l1 ar.d oc:clipation .. ll tiH .. 'I',JPY 

e:':dlflLr.ers, Lce:;se to prclctl(':e cl$ d ptlY$iC,l! the:'api!Jt 

as!'.~5ti\nt ls!'.ucd u;~do?r ,I reci~)I';)ca! aqrec.~ent. r('r.p.,·a} of d 

i.icenGe ~.o pract~ce .3:; ol pr.y:>ical t.hr..rdpL'.;t ,">:Hs~,ant: 
$(,<:,. 3. t-.·E .... ·.~_~.?r~!. :·18",& ?:iYS,::C/H .. 'f~I!:RAprs1' 

,'ISS !S':'PX;'. 

,\ p~:SC{~ $ha!~ not U5~ th~ t. tl~ "pr",nc-,",l t.~t~rap~"t 
(!:SSistdllt'" or t.he lcotter$ "?T,O\", (,,'! :P.P(c:;('ct t;) ~:'1e- pub: ic 

~hil! tr.e P~(':;'·):; i.::; <d ph,'ilcal U~(~:dpi!>t <lSS15~,arlt. l!:;:e;;>:, the 

pE'r$:'J:1 has obt.ained :rom u~c r.ep;Ht:,",p.n: a :ic~r.$e V.: rSOI ... r;t t:) 

Senat~ F~l~ 48, p. 2 

thiS'S€fc:'iO:'. 

2. ,\ li.cens~t.i P;''l5~Cill tht?I'apu;t as;~ist.:::.r.~, 1$ (equlCc~1 to 

Lmc:,i.::r. unric: the d~rf~r.t:~(.r: an:: :;.lpt'l'vL.ic;; of ,1 !ICt'n"ed 

9~ysIC~~ t~erap~s: ~o pet~0(~ I)~y~ic~l ttl~rdPY ?ro~e~i,roz 

dl'leC;M,ed a:1d su~pn'!."p.d :ly ,~;~ i.iccns(>d !>t'.j""iC.l! t.~t:rcl?~:.>t I., 

a ran~er cons;ste:1: ::itti :n. ru!as ~d~?t.e~ b~ the boa:d 0~ 

?r:jI!!iC.l: ,1t;d ("L'C;Jp"~,i/Xl'11 t!lf~r<Jpy c:-:a,·,ill(':'s. Se:ec:e': ;\nd 

ciel'!c;'<1t(>d td!;:"~ 01.' Fhysi(;, .. l therdp:'p,: <)ssista;;C:i .'a~' :ncluC.!, 

b'-.:t .He not ! :''I1i.~ed t~). t.hpl,~pp.utic ?1'cr.f!r..Het). ':H·.d r(>la~l.'d 
t<t3k~~, 1'.,'.II,ir:o op~ .. ar.loil.ll (U!l(;t.:u~", dociJm~~ntat~0r. 0f 

tredtrr~:l: pro:;,os;;. <1:1d :-:b;.' :150 of ::>elec';eJ i}tlysi('al 'lgr..~:S. 

:'ne abi::ity o! th~~ .li';lO.'n:.~eJ phy51c3~ ~h~ra?!s~' 3:isistant to 

:':I)"rtor~ t::,~ !'teit><":te,; d{~d de1.cc::atr.-d ta,<;k.'l ~;~dll be :\s~a'!;seJ O~ 

,1:"1 on,,':'-in) b,:sis :'r t:lo:! ~;u~~{vi~ir.q physical tl'.('(!.pist. Tj~e 

licpn$e~ PhYGicA. the:4?is~ dS5lsLa~t Gh~;l ~o: i.nte:pe~~ 
r~felcalo. pee~ocn !~l=ial eval~~~ion O[ t~evall1~t~0~S. 
!l)l~:'dte- p(li"L~~al ~(l(~r.~py tr"atl-.~nt p~<,qearr.s. c.'.:t:".qc SPi.'CI~:'f!d 
tePdtrp.I't PCOq'.!I"!" or discharge <1 pat ier:t £(0.'( :Jhy,,~cal 
~.he:(\;'IY se~VlC;"'·5. 

1. r:c'~ch ,tpplic2ln~ foe a licer"ls~ t~) prani-:E< <'IS ,\ pnY!Jic,'d 
thp.~ayist ~~aistant ~~al:: 

,\, $uccc-ss!'"1111y c;or":pll)"t~ d t::cllrse cf study !oe ~Cto: 

phy;,ic<\: tt~~r'lpl~t: "S:ll~ta:'.t dccre:':'lt.?,;' by tr.~ cc::r.r!~;!;lOn on 

;icc{t:'dit,1t:'();~ i.r. (>dU('·.3t.10i ot t:hc Amcrica:. p~lysic.::! tIH!r,\py 

~SSoclat:Qn, or dn~ther appropridte ar.credlting body, dnd Weet 
ot';'l'r r~quir(>"~e-n:g eS!:ijblisht~d {)'! the r·.Jles of the o<:;:Hd of 

phy.:;~cdl clnd occ')pa::, iO~3~ therapi' ex"uTlLners, 

b. H,:,we pas!<ed an exa:':',in,H lot'! ;.dlfl:ni.s~:l~red by U'I(> beard 0: 

?hy5i.:a~ ar:d occu?at:i.}:lal :,:"!C'capy e-x.aminecs. 

c. Hav~ :;,he [.ght ~o p~tition t'o,: ',lalVp.( 0f l'd\lcal.::;.:~ 

!eqllire::'I€'nta undf-( c:o;~Jit::on:'l dpf~r;ed by ":.(:(1 :-''',d[(1 cf fJ~l}"!)i.C.li 
and occupation<ll the:itpi' eXn")lr.er~.;. 

L T:)13 Sl?ctio:'. doe:::; no:;: p(e\le:l~ d pcn',on ~11": l:,c~nsC'd a:; 

.~ phYSic.!! ~r.erapl!lt ~s!ilst,),,~ ~rO;ll E,)(!r!'or:Toing serV1Ce$ 

ordinarily performed by a physical thet6PY ~iJe. &a5istd~t, or 

(J) 
"Tl ,. 
Q) 
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technician, provided that the person does not represent to the 

public that the person is a licensed physical therapist 

assistant, or use the title "physical therapist assistant" or 

the letters "PTA", and provided that the person performs 

services consistent with the supervision requirements of the 

board of physical and occupational therapy examiners for 

persons not licensed as physical therapist assistants. 

JOE J. WELSH 

President of the Senate 

ROBERT C. ARNaULD 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 48, Seventy-fourth General Assembly. 

-_ ... _-_.-
JOHN F. DWYER 

Secretary of the Senate 

Approved 1991 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Gov~rnor 


