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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the weighting plan to be used to provide tllnds 

2 for the excess costs of instruction oE children requiring 

3 special educat:on. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERA~ ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.::'. 

1 Section 1. Section 281.9, suosect:on 1, pacagraphs b, c, 

2 and d, Code 1991, arc amended to read as follows: 

3 b. Children requiring special education who [eq~l[e 

4 special addP~atlons while assigned to a regular c~ass[oom fer 

S hastc lnstructiollal purposes and handicapped pupi:s placed ••. 

6 a special education class who receive part of the~r 

7 instruction in regtllar classrooms are assigned a weighting of 

8 OlIo' and eight-tenLhs Eor the school year comme~cing July 1, 

9 :975. 

11 ch itd ren re.~l c :nq soer.ial 
~. 

ed~lca~ ~on who reaUl:.-e SOCCid::"l'· ..•... _._:.=..1. 

:2 des icr:ed 
-.-,-~ 

instruction whi Ie assi9n~. to a regular c lass ~::Jom :or 

13 basic instructional purOQses. 

14 c. Children requiring special education who requ:re full-

15 time, self-contained special education placement with little 

16 integ:ation into a regular classroom are assig~ed a weighting 

!.) of two and two-tenths Eor the school year cormnenc~ng :u}y 1, 

18 ;'97'). 

lY Ef:ective Jl!.l'y' .1., .. l-9_~.~~is paragraph also app: les to 

20 <"::1 i lei r ~n .r eq~i";:-'~ __ ~P_e.c:j.a}._ educa L on wno r equ i re._~!:' b~.~~:1 t i a ~ 

21 !l1~di::icati.,?n~., ad~pt9.t.ion~o.!~special educati'?0 
22 accommodations ill order to benefit from instruction in an 

23 inte9ra~.~d cla.ssLoom:. 

24 d~ Childre:l reqciring special education who are severely 

25 handicapped or who have m~lt~ple handicaps are assigned a 

26 weigh~ing of fOllr and four-tenths for the school year 

27 commencing July I, 1975. 

2B Effective -':uly :, 1991, :his oaraq!~~I~.'2_9..l2P.lles .. t9 

,9 chi.laren reguiril~_soecial educa:ion who are se'Jerely and 

10 2.!.2.~?Lind1y hand;capE~.~ 

31 eXPLANATION 

}2 The bill amends the weighting pian which :s used to prov:de 

33 ~unds for the excess costs of instruction of cnildren 

34 requir':':-:g spec:;..aJ_ ecucation by :.-edefi.ning tr.e !.Jros:-a~'T;i:lg 

35 optio:!s avai:ab:e ~or certain children req~iri~g spec~al 
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1 An Act relating to the weighting plan to be used to provide funds 
2 for the excess costs of instruction of children requiring 

3 special education. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 281.9, subsection 1, paragraphs b, c, 

2 and d, Code 1991, are amended to read as follows: 

3 b. Children requiring special education who require 

4 special adaptations while assigned to a regular classroom for 

5 basic instructional purposes and handicapped pupils placed in 

6 a special education class who receive part of their 

7 instruction in regular classrooms are assigned a weighting of 

8 one and eight-tenths for the school year commencing July 1, 

9 1975. 

10 Effective July 1, 1991, this paragraph also applies to 

11 children requiring special education who require specially 

12 designed instruction while assigned to a regular classroom for 

13 basic instructional purposes. 

14 c. Children requiring special educa~ion who require full-

15 time, self-contained special education placement with little 

16 integration into a regular classroom are assigned a weighting 

17 of two and two-tenths for the school year commencing July 1, 
18 1975. 

19 Effective July 1, 1991, this paragraph also applies to 

20 children requiring special education who require substantial 

21 modifications, adaptations, or special education 

22 accorrn.odations in order to benefit from instruction in an 

23 inteqrated classroom. 

24 d. Children requiring special education who are severely 

25 handicapped or who have multiple handicaps are assigned a 

26 weighting of four and four-tenths for the school year 
27 commencing July 1, 1975. 

28 Effective July 1, 1991, this paragraph also aoplies to 

29 children requiring special education who are severely and 

30 proEo~ndly handicapoed. 

31 EXPLANATION 

32 The bill amends the weighting plan which is used to provide 

33 funds for the excess costs of instruction of children 

34 requiring special education by redefining the programming 

35 options available for certain children =C~l: ing special 
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S.F. _______ H.F. 

1 education in order for them to be eligible for the extra 
2 weighting. 
3 

4 

BACKGROUND STATEMENT 
SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 

5 This legislative proposal is specifically in response to 

6 the General Assembly directive in the 1990 Session directing 

7 the Department of Education to review the special education 

8 weighting plan to ascertain any disincentives that might be 

9 contained in the law that would be contrary to the provisions 

10 of least restrictive environment. The department concurs that 
11 the current language in section 281.9 provides financial 
12 disincentives to the provision of special education programs 

13 within the general education classroom. With the exception of 

14 one instructional model, the only method by which a special 

15 education pupil may generate funds is to be pulled out of 

16 general education and placed in a separate special education 

17 classroom situation for at least part of the day. The funds 

18 generated for each child are dependent upon the amount of time 

19 the child spends in the special classroom. This concept 

21 

22 

20 severely limits the opportunity for children to be provided 
special education programs and services within the regular 

classroom when determined appropriate. 
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Sr.NATE }'[L~ J"l8 

AN ACT 

REL.\THIG TO THE: Wf:IGHTING PLAN '10 Ut USED TO PROVIOE: FUNDS 

fOR 1'HF. EXCESS COST or UJSTI(UCTHHl OF' CHILDREN RF.OUIRING 

SPF.CIAT, EDUCATION. 

8E I1' ENACTED 8'{ THE GENERAL ASSFMRL'f OF THE STA7E or IOWA: 

Section 1. S~ction 281.9, subsection 1, par,lqraphs b. c, 

and d, Code 1991, .!lCf! 'lrnendp.-d to (p.ad as fo110· ... s: 

b. ChIldren requiring special education ..... ho require­

sp~c1al ad .. ~ptations while assigned to a regular claSflrOQl\l for 

basic instructional purpo:>p.s and handicapped pupils placed In 

a special education class who receive part of their 
instruction in reqular ClclS!:;rOOIllS are assigned a ',"eightinq ()f 

one and eiqht-tenth!lo for the school year cotrllTlencing July I, 

1975. 

Effective July 1._J991L .. ~_~.!.;;._~ra9raph 'l~~.~ .. a'ppl.~es t~ 

ch lldren requl.!...!..!!9._.s'p.ec;.~a 1 oducat ion ..... ho r eCIlI.i r e . ~peci a 1.1 y 

desi9ned i_~!l.q~.c~ion while assi9!l~t:.2.. .. <1. re9\!~_ar ClclS!HC??m for 

~!!~J_c .. i!,!.~.t:.!.~S.!. iOJ1a 1 pu rposes. 

c. Childr~n requiring ~pecial education who require full­

time, self-contained spocial educati.on placement with little 

Inteqr."li;ion into a regular classroolt' are aS3igned a ",:eight inq 

of t .... o and two-tenths for the school year com:nencing .July 1, 

1975. 

gfectiv~ July 1 L.~J._~.~. ~.~~_5. pa.t.d9raph also .. ~ppl i~!i t:~ 

£!'.L1dren requi[in9_.s:p_e.c::ia.~ __ ~ducaJ:..io.n. who require su.bst'H~~.i.~1 

~od i f .~~~~.~9~n.~ ,_ i!~a1?tat. ions., 0 r !l[H~C i a} .. !!,.~~I.ca ~~~ 

~££2~odat ion5_ in Ot"?er .. ':? ... ~~~~!.~!!L.fl"()rn 1.T}~truct lO~ 1n an 

.Ln t eg r a t.~~_ ~.~t S S r oo.,!!_ 

d. Children I'equiring special educat.ion who are severely 

handicapped or who have mult iplp handic.lpS are 3ssiqned a 

.... elqhting of four lind four-tenths {or the school yp.ar 

• 
Senat.~ file 378. p. ? 

c0mr'1encinq July 1. 1975. 

r.~~.~5:tiye Ju~y.J!. .. l~9:!.tn~his ~!.l..9!.':,lp~ .~l.so clpp~.i~~ .!52 
C;h.i l.dren req~!.!.i~.9. ~p~qial educ,giqn who ~r~ !)~'-:.~.rel}'._and 

p.~2foundly ha.!",dic::a'pp'~~=. 

JOE J. ~EI.SH 

President of the Senate 

ROBERT C. ARNOULD 

SpeaJa~r o( the H()u!>p. 

r hereby cprtiEy that this bill oriqin.3:ted in the Senat.f! and 

is known as Spn.ltf! Fi Ie 378. Sevpnty-t:ourth General 1\5!iel1lbly. 

Approv.d 0u~3 

TERRY F.. HRANSTAD 

Govp.rnor 

,JOlIN F. O"!\'Y ER 

Secretary of the Senate 
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