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SENATE rILE ,J;i) 3.1 
BY COP~ITTEE ON HUMAN RESOU~CES 
{)..".",.~-.- ,~(I ,,', " " 

(SUCCESSOR TO SSB 2"30) 

Passed Sena te, Da te .;/"A,::. (C, tso) Passed House, 
I (f? 16t?J 

Da t e t/ 13 [5?- l._ 
Vote: Ayes 41 Nays 

Approved 
Vote: Ayes 'lC:. Nays 6 __ _ 

Cvfk117 1 ICJ9 ~ __ 
o -----

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to abuse of dependent persons including ~he 

2 !imitations on departmental investigations, the shari~g of 

3 information between depart~ents inVOlved in child abuse 

4 investigations, multidisciplinary tealn members, the 
5 

6 

definitions of certain types of abuse, the definition of a 

mandatory reporter of dependent adult abuse, ~he requiremellt 

7 of mandatory reporter training. establishing the crj,me of 
8 homicide by abuse, and providing a pen~lcy, 

9 BE r,' ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 0"' THE STATE OF iOWA: 
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S . F. ,2...;2,3 J H • F . , 

1 Section 1. Section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraphs a and 

2 c, Code 1991, are ame~ded to read as follows: 

3 a. Any nonaccidental physical ~njury, or injury which is 

4 at variance with the history ;iven of it, suffered by a chi:d 

5 as the result of the acts or omissions of a pc~son responsible 

6 for ~he care of the child and which occurred w;rhin three 

7 ~aEs .. o.f.!h.~ __ ~~por~ of ::he injury.\=£ the departmeiC!=..unless the 

8 ir.i~;.:y ~~uj~\~c}_or shou2.d haVe re9..ujr4~~ :nedica1.. atte.~~ion, or 

9 res.~_~_~ed~..:'1 pernane::: disabi ~~ ty or death ~o t:l~ __ ~t-ild. 

10 c. The Eailu~e 0:1 the part of a person respo~sib12 ~O[ the 

11 care of a child to provide for the adequate food, sne:ter, 

12 clothing or other care "ecessary for the child's i~palth and 

13 welfare when financially able to do so or when offered 

14 financial or other reaso~able mea~s Lo do so and which 

15 occurred within three years oZ. the report of the :ncident to 

16 the de12a~~m:=:-:t unless t"'.2 injury required or should have 

17 E~qui r.ed!!ledical attent ion, .or. resulted in per.F:l.anent 

18 9isabil.~.ty or death to _:e.tJ~_c_hild. A parent or guardian 

19 legitimately practici~g ~eligious beliefs who does no~ provide 

20 specified medical treatment for a child for that reason alone 

21 shall not be considered abusing the child, however this 

22 proviSion shall not preclude a court from orderir.g that 

23 medical service be provided to the child where the ch~ld's 

24 health requires it. 

25 Sec. 2. Section 232.71, subsection I, Code 199~, J.s 

26 amended to read as follows: 

27 1. Wher.eve~.f a repor~ 1S determined to constitute a 

28 child abuse allega:ion, the department of human servicps shail 

29 promptly comme~ce an appropriate investigatior.. The primary 

]0 purpose of t~is i~vestigation shall be the protection o~ the 

31 child named irl the rep0r~. T~e department, wi:hin ~ive 

]2 \-JOrkir.g days of ccr:ur.e~ci~g :he investigation, :;h.all rnovide 

33 wr~tten notification cE the investigation to the ctild's 

34 pa~ent5. However, iE the depart.;nent sn"o'..Js the (:O:lr7: ":0 t.~e 

35 court's satisfac:io~ that ~Qtifica~ion ~s :ikely to e~da~ger 
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S. f. H. F' • 

1 the child or other persons. the court shall issue an ereergency 

2 order restraining the notification. If a report is deter~ineq 

3 to not constitute a child abuse apEqat':'on. bu_t a crimin.91 act 

4 harming a child is alleged. the deo3l"_tment shall i:nme.:iiately 

5 refer the matter to the appropr iate law enfors:en:ent .. agencL 

6 Sec. 3. Section 235A.13. subsection 9. Code 199". is 

7 amended to read as follows: 

8 9. "Multidisciplinary team" means a group of individuals 

9 who possess knowledge and skills related to the didgnos~s. 

10 assess~ent. and disposition of child abuse cases and who are 

11 professionals practicing in the disciplines of medicine. 

12 ~r.sin9. public health. substance 9buse, men:al health. social 

13 work. child deve~opment, education, law. juvenile probation, 

14 or law enforcement. or a group established pursuant to section 

15 235B.l. SUbsection 6, paragraph "a". 

!6 Sec_ 4. Section 235A.15. subsection 1, Code Supple~cnt 

17 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

18 
, 
~ . Notwithstanding chapter 22. the confidentiality of all 

19 child abuse information shall be maintained. except as 

20 specc:ically provided by subsection 2. aMd-etlbeee~ioM 3, or 4. 
- -----

71 Sec. 5. Section 235A.15, Code Supplement 1991, is amended 

27 by adding the following new subsection: 

23 NEW SUBSECTION. 4. Access to founded child ab~se 

l4 information only is authorized to the depar~mcnt of personnel 

25 as necessary for presentation in grievance Of arbitration 

25 procedures provided fer in sections 19A.l4 and 20.18. Child 

27 abuse information int~oduced into a grievance or arbitra:ion 

;:2 p~oceecinq ~hall not be cOrlsic:ered d part of !.:.h@. p\.:blic ":'ec()::-d 

2'-; of a case. 

j~ ~ec. 5. Sect~on 235A.:9, subsection 2, paragraph u, Code 

:\iE~v SU8:?ARAGRAPE. 
+'0.-·--

J~ ~ation of child abuse. 

1-;, , ' ) 
~... .. .~ 
i, I' ':":'11 

j~ Sec. 7. Section 2358.2, 5~bsection ~, ?a:a~!aph 6; s'lb-· 

:~5 p2raq~apn ~:)T Code SJPpleme~c 1991, ~s at~en(e(i ~~ read cl~ 



, 

S.F. 

1 follows: 

2 (1) Physical InJury to, or injury which IS at a variance 

3 ~i_~.~ tl)~_J:1i:3tC!.D· . .9l.y"e.I1_~~ the i nj u ry, or unreasonable 

4 confinement or unreasonable punishment of a dependent adult. 

S Sec. 8. 

6 Supplemer.t 

7 b. The 

Section 235B.2, subsection 5, paragraph b, Code 

1991, is amended to read as fOllows: 

deprivation of the minimum food, shelter, clothing, 

8 supervision, physical 6nd or mental health care, and other 

9 care necessary to maintain a dependent adu"t's life or ~ealth 

10 as a result of the acts or omissions of the dependent ad'llt. 

11 Sec. 9. Section 235B.3, subsection ~, Code Supplement 

12 1991, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered 

13 paragraph: 

14 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Reports of dependent adult abuse 

15 which is the result of the acts or omissions of the dependent 

16 adult shall be collected and maintained in the files of the 

17 dependent adult as assessments only and shall not be included 

18 In the central registry. 

~9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

;~ 26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Jl 

32 

Sec. 10. Section 2358.3, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 

Supplement 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

b. A social wor~er or an income maintenance worker under 

the jurisdiction of the department of human services. 

Sec. 11. Section 2358.16, subsection 5, unnumbered 

paragraph 4, Code Supplement 1991, is amended to read as 

follows: 

A person required to complete both child abuse and 

dependent adult abuse mandatory reporter training may complete 

the training throl;gh a program which combines c~ild abuse and 

dependent adul~ abuse cllrricu"a and thereby meet ~he :ralning 

requirements of both this subsection and section 232.69 

simultaneousiy. If child abuse and depe~dent adlll: abuse 

ma:ldatory !"eporter :raining_9re combined, howe\!~r, a person 

33 ~halc complete a mi~~rnun o~ three ~o~rs of - - .--. 

Sec. 12. NEW SEC~ION. 726.9 HOM:CI~E BY ABUSE. 

35 J. A perso~ commits homicide by abuse if, \ln~er 
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S.F. ';';J.~I H. F. 

1 circumstances maniEesting an extreme indifference to huma~ 

2 life. the persoll causes the death of a child or person under 

3 sixteen years of age. a developmen:ai~y disabled person, or a 

4 dependent adult. and the person has previously engaged in a 

5 pattern or practice of assault or torture of the child, person 

6 under sixteen years of age. developmentally disabled person, 

7 or dependent adult. 

8 2. Homicide by abuse is a class "A" felony. 

9 EXPLANA'I':ON 

10 Tllis bill amends provisions of the child abuse and 

11 dependent adult abuse chapters of the Code. In regard to 

17 child abuse, the bill provides for a three-year limitation on 

13 departmental investigations of physical abuse and denial of 

14 critical care unless the injury required or should have 

~s required medical attention or resulted in permanent disability 

16 or death to the child, allows Eor ~he sharing of information 

17 between department of human services and law enforcement 

18 officials, allows nursing and substance abuse professionals to 

19 be :nembers of multidisciplinary teams, provides for access to 

20 child abuse information in proceedings to correct the 

21 information during the appeals process, and provides access to 

22 founded child abuse information only by the departmect of 

23 personnel as necessary for grievance or arbitration procedures 

24 but the informatio~ is not allowed to be made a part of the 

25 public record of the case. 

26 In regard to dependent adult ~buse, the bill provides that 

27 the proof of either the deprivation of phYSical or mental 

28 health care, but not both, is necessary to show denial of 

29 self-care for a report of dependent adult ab'lsP. adds income 

30 maintenance workers to the list of mandatory reporters, adds 

31 physical injury which is at a variance with the history ot the 

32 i~jury to t~e deEinition of "physical abuse'l, ~rovide5 tnat 

33 reports of denial of self-care are to be maintained in the 

]4 files of dependent adults solely as assessments and are not ~o 

35 be included in the ce~t:al registry, and modif~es the t:ciini~g 

-~-



S.P. )'.;t3./ H.F. 

1 requirements required for mandatory reporters who are both 

2 child ar.d dependent adult abuse mandatory reporters. 

3 The bill also establishes the crime of homicide by abuse 

4 WhiCh relates to a person causing t~e death of. a child or 

S person under 16 years of age, a developmentally disabled 

6 person, or a dependent adult under circumstances ffianifesting 

7 an extreme indifference to human life, where ~here is a 

8 previous practice or pattern of abuse. 
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SENATE FILE 2231 
S-5126 

1 ftJ:1enc Se:late Fi:e 223:1. as :c:!..lcws: 
2 1. Page 3, by scr~king :ines 31 c~:o~Sh 33 anc 
3 inserting the following: 'Isimu!taneously. -= c~ild 
4 abuse and dependent adult abuse ~e~datorv ~'~00rter 
5 training are·combinec, a minimum of three hours c: 
6 training is reguired. If less ~ha~ three hou~s of 
7 ccmbined trair.ing is comDle:ed, towever, ~h~ 
8 curriculum and cc~tent of the training sha:l ~~ 
9 submitted, for approval, to the department of huma:; 

10 services." 

S-512~/ FILED MARCH 3, 1992 
'If/ b' .s; /://"..[3' ) , " 

By LA?RY MUR?HY 

SENATE FILE 2231 
S-5148 

1 Amend Senate F~~e 2231 as fOllows: 
2 1. Page 3, by striking lines 31 througn 33 and 
3 inserting the following: ·s~multaneously. A ~erson 
4 who is a mandatory reporter Eor both child abuse and 
5 dependent adult abuse may satisfy the combined 
6 training requirements of tjis subsection through 
7 comoletion of a two-hour training orogram, if the 

Pase 3 

8 training orogram curriculum and content is aPDrovec by 
9 the depa=t~ent of human services." 

S-5148 =;;TLED PP.RCH 
//,L . ""/ .) ('(,t)."?n) . -~ u 

By LfI.RRY MURPEY 

9, 1992 



SENATE FILE 223/ 
BY COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES 

(SUCCESSOR TO SSB 2130) 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 18, 1992) 

- New Language by the senate 

Passed Sena te, Da te 7115 /"l.2Ji" 1315) Passed House, Da te <I!;f!C/''?(ji./Oc" 7) 
Vote: Ayes '-19 Nays 0 Vote: Ayes 9"y Nays _n:.../~ __ 

Approved 111 (j:' .?1/ 1112 (fiG N ) 

A Bill FOR 

1 An Act relating to abuse of dependent persons including the 

limitations on departmental investigations, the sharing of 

information between departments involved in child abuse 

investigations, multidisciplinary team members, the 

definitions of certain types of abuse, the definition of a 

mandatory reporter of dependent adult abuse, the requirement 

of mandatory reporter training, establishing the crime of 

homicide by abuse, and providing a penalty. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. 2:251 H. F. 

1 Section 1. Section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraphs a and 

2 c, Code 1991, are amended to read as follows: 

3 a. Any nonaccidental physical injury, or injury which is 

4 at variance with the history given of it, suffered by a child 

5 as the result of the acts or omissions of a perso~ responsible 

6 for (he care of the child and which occurred within three 

7 years of the report of the injury to the cepar:ment unless the 

8 injury required or should have required medical a~(ention, or 

9 resulted in permanent disability or death to the child. 

10 c. The failure on the part of a person respons~ble for the 

11 care of a child to provide for the adequate food, shelter, 

12 clothing or other care necessary for the child's health and 

13 welfare "Ihen financially able to do so or when offered 

14 financial or other reasonable means to do so and Yihich 

15 occurred within three years of tha report of the incident to 

16 the de!2c.rtment unless the injury reauired • or shoul::i have 

17 required medical at tent jon, or resulted i~ pe~ma~ent 

18 disability or dec.th to the chilG. A parent or guardian 

19 legiti~ately practicing religious beliefs who does not provide 

20 speciE~ed medical treatment for a child for that reason alone 

21 shall not 

22 prov:sion 

be considered abusing 

shall not preclude a 

23 medical service be ?rovided to 

24 health requires it. 

the child, however this 

COurt from ordering 

the child where the 

that 

child's 

25 Sec. 2. Section 232.71, subsection 1, Code 1991, is 

26 amended to read as follows: 

27 1. Whene~e~ If a report is determined to constitute a 

28 child abuse allegation, the department of human services shall 

29 promptly commence an appropriate investigation. The primary 

30 purpose of this investigation shall be the protection of the 

31 child named in the report. The depart.nent, "-lithin five 

32 working days of co~ne~cing the investigation, shall provide 

33 written ~otification of the investigation to the child's 

34 parents. HoweVer, if the depart~ent shows the court to the 

35 court's satisfaction that no~if,cacion is likely to endanger 

-i-



S.F. ~31 H.F. 

1 the child or other persons, the court shall issue an emergency 

2 order restraining the notification. If a report is determined 

3 to not constitute a child abuse allegation, but a criminal act 

4 harming a child is alleged, the department shall i~~ediately 

5 refer the matter to the appropriate law enforcement agency. 

6 Sec. 3. Section 235A.13, subsection 9, Code 1991, is 

7 amended to read as fOllows: 

8 9. "Multidisciplinary team" means a group of individuals 

9 who possess knowledge and skills related to the diagnosis, 

10 assessment, and disposition of child abuse cases and who are 

11 professionals practicing in the disciplines of medicine, 

12 nursing, public health, substance abuse, mental health, social 

13 work, child development, education, law, juvenile probation, 

14 or law enforcement, or a group established pursuant to section 

15 235B.l, subsection 6, paragraph "a". 

16 Sec. 4. Section 23SA.1S, subsection 1, Code Supplement 

17 1991, is amended to read as fOllows: 

18 1. Notwithstanding chapter 22, the confidentiality of all 

19 child abuse information shall be maintained, except as 

20 specifically provided by subsection 2L and-~ttb~eee±on 3, or 4. 

21 Sec. 5. Section 235A.15, Code Supplement 1991, is amended 

22 by adding the following new subsection: 

23 NEW SUBSECT:ON. 4. Access to founded child abuse 

24 information only is authorized to the department of personnel 

25 as necessary for presentation in grievance or arbitration 

26 procedures provided for in sections 19A.14 and 20.18. Child 

27 abuse information introduced into a grievance or arbitration 

28 proceeding shall not be considered a part of the public record 

29 of a case. 

30 Sec. 6. Section 23SA.19, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 

31 1991, is amended by adding the following new s~bparagraph: 

32 NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (7) To persons inVOlved in an investi-

33 gat ion of child abuse. 

34 Sec. 7. Section 235B.2, subsection 5, paragraph a, sub-

35 paragraph (1), Code Supplement 1991, is amended to read as 

-2-



S.? :ZZ5{ H.F. 

1 follows; 

2 ( l) Phys 'ca ... ' inJ""ry'O or '.-n)-'ury l·'~_.~ch .-£ ~~ a v~rl-a.-.Ca _. •• _ ., • . _~". _ _ _ ~ _ c 

3 with the history given of the injury, or ~nreasonable 

4 confinement or unreasonable punishment of a dependent adult. 

5 Sec. 8. Section 2358.2, subsection 5, paragra?h b, Code 

6 Supplement 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

7 b. The deprivation of the minimum food, shelter, clothing, 

8 supervision, physical a~d or mental health care, and other 

9 care necessary to maintain a dependent adult's lire Of health 

10 as a result of Lhe acts or omissions of the dependent adult. 

11 

12 

Sec. 9. Section 235B.3, subsection l, Code Supplement 

1991, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered 

13 paragraph; 

14 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Reports of dependent adUlt abuse 

15 which is the result of the acts or omissions of the dependent 

16 adult shall De collected and maintained in the files of the 

17 dependent adult as assessments only and shall not be included 

18 in the central registry. 

19 Sec. 10. Section 2358.3, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 

20 Supplement 1991, is amended to read as fOllows: 

21 b. A social worket or an income maintenance worker under 

22 ~he jurisdiction of the department of human services. 

23 Sec. 11. Section 2358.16, subsection 5, unnumbered 

24 paragraph 4, Code Supplement 1991, is amended to read as 

25 fOllows: 

26 A person required co complete Doth child abuse and 

27 dependent adult abuse mandatory reporter training ~ay complete 

28 the training through a program which combines child abuse and 

29 dependent adult abuse curriCUla and thereby meet t~p training 

30 requiremen~s of bot~~ ~his s:.:.bsection and s~.'ction 232.59 
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S.F. 2z~1 H.F. 

• 
Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 726.9 HOMICIDE BY ABUSE. 

1. A person commits homicide by abuse if, under 

circumstances manifesting an extreme indifference to human 

life, the person causes the death of a child or person under 

Sixteen years of age, a developmentally disabled person, or a 

dependent adult, and the person has previously engaged in a 

pattern or practice of assault or torture of the child, person 

under sixteen years of age, developmentally disabled person, 
Or dependent adult. 

2. Homicide by abuse is a class "A" felony. 

-4-
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SENATE FILE 2231 
H-5582 

1 Amend Senate File 2231, as amended, passed, and 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
1. Page 1, by striking lines 1 through 24. 
2. Page 4, by striking lines 2 through 11. 
3. Title page, lines 1 and 2, by striking the 

words "the limitations on departmental 
investigations,". 

4. Title page, line 6, by inserting after the 
word "abuse," the following: "and". 

5. Title page, by striking lines 7 and 8, and 
inserting the following: "of mandatory reporter 
training." 

6. By renumbering as necessary. 
By COMMITTEE 

HAVERLAND 
ON HUMAN RESOURCES 
of Polk, Chairperson 

H-5582 FILED MARCH 27, 1992 

~ q/~(f"ltJ~z} 



S-5555 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SE"L'lATE FILE 2231 

1 ~end Se~ate File 2231, as amended, passed, and 
2 rep~lnted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 1 through 24. 
4 2. Page 4, by striking lines 2 through 11. 
S 3. Title page, lines land 2, by striking the 
6 ~9rds "the limitations on deoartmental 
7 l~vestigations,". . 
8 4. Title page, line 6, by inserting after the 
9 word "abuse," the following: "and". 

10. 5 •. Title page, by striking lines 7 and 8, and 
11 lns7r~lng the following: "of mandatory reporter 
12 tralnlng." 
13 6. By renumbering as necessary. 

S-5555 FILED APRIL 3, 1992 
J~ ~ 4-h/<f:J-. (g. 13 7 '1) 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOOSE 

SENATE FILE 2231 
5-5580 

Amend the House amendment, 5-5555, to Senate File 
2 2231, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, 
3 as follows: 
4 1. Page 1, line 4, by inse~ting after the figure 
S "11" the ~0110wing: "and inse!:ing the following: 
6 "Sec. . Section 726.6, Code 1991, is amended by 
7 adding the-Eollowing new subsections: 
3 NEW SuBSECTION. lAo A perscn who commits child 
9 endang~rment res~lting in th~ death of a child or 

10 minor is guilty of a class ~Atl felony. 
~EW SUBSEC~ION. 13. A nerscn who co~~its child 

:2 endang~=~en~ ~no ~as previously engaged in a pattern 
"j cr ~ractice of assault or torLure of the child or 
~4 min~r, previously resulting in serious injury to the 
IS ch:ld or minor, is guilty of a class 1'3" felony".'! 
16 2. ?age 1, by striking lines 8 through 12 and 
:7 inserting the following: 
18 " Title page, by striking lir.es 7 and 8, and 
19 inserting the following: "of mandatory reporter 
20 training, and providing penalties."" 
21 3. 8y renumbering as necessary. 

By ELAINE 5ZYMONIAK 

5-5580 FILED AFRIL 7, 1992 
d; .,.-L- 'I ;; J (If I J 7'1) . 
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SENATE FILE ;?';(3 J 
BY . (PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON 

HUMAN RESOURCES BILL 

BY CHAIRPERSON HANNON) 

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes ___ Nays 

Approved 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

An 

BE 

A BILL FOR 

Act relating to abuse of children and dependent adults 
including the limitations on departmental investigations, the 
sharing of information between departments involved in child 
abuse investigations, multidisciplinary team members, the 
definitions of certain types of abuse, the definition of a 

mandatory reporter of dependent adult abuse, and the 
requirement of mandatory reporter training. 

IT ENACTED BY THE G~NERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ____ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraphs a and 

2 c, Code 1991, are amended to read as follows: 

3 a. Any nonaccidental physical injury, or injury which is 

4 at variance with the history given of it, suffered by a child 

5 as the result of the acts or omissions of a person responsible 

6 for the care of the child and which occurred within three 

7 years of the report of the injury to the department unless the 

8 injury required or should have required medical attention, or 

9 resulted in permanent disability or death to the child. 

10 c. The failure on the part of a person responsible for the 

11 care of a child to provide for the adequate food, shelter, 

12 clothing or other care necessary for the child's health and 

13 welfare when financially able to do so or when offered 

14 financial or other reasonable means to do so and which 

15 occurred within three years of the report of the incident to 

16 the department unless the injury required or should have 

17 required medical attention, or resulted in permanent 

18 disability or death to the child. A parent or guardian 

19 legitimately practicing religious beliefs who does not provide 

20 specified medical treatment for a child for that reason alone 

21 shall not be considered abusing the child, however this 

22 provision shall not preclude a co~rt from ordering that 
23 medica~ service be provided to the child where the child's 

24 health requires it. 

25 Sec. 2. Section 232.71, subsection 1, Code 1991, is 

26 amended to read as follows: 

27 1. Whene~er If a report is determined to constitute a 

28 child abuse allegation, the department of human services shall 

29 promptly commence an appropriate investigation. The primary 

30 purpose of this investigation shall be the protection of the 
31 child named in the report. The department, within five 

32 working days of commencing the investigation, shall provide 

33 written notification of the investigation to the child's 

34 parents. However, if the department shows the court to the 

35 court's satisfaction that notification is likely to endanger 
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~ 1 the child or other persons, the court shall issue an emergency 

2 order restraining the notification. If a report is determined 
3 to not constitute a child abuse allegation, but a criminal act 

4 harming a child is alleged, the department shall immediately 

5 refer the matter to the appropriate law enforcement agency. 
6 Sec. 3. Section 235A.13, subsection 9, Code 1991, is 

7 amended to read as follows: 
8 9. "Multidisciplinary team" means a group of individuals 
9 who possess knowledge and skills related to the diagnosis, 

10 assessment, and disposition of child abuse cases and who are 

11 professionals practicing in the disciplines of medicine, 

12 nursing, public health, substance abuse, mental health, socia~ 

13 work, child development, education, law, juvenile probation, 

14 or law enforcement, or a group established pursuant to section 

15 235B.l, subsection 6, paragraph "a". 

16 Sec. 4. Section 235A.15, subsection I, Code Supplement 
17 1991, is amended to read as follows: I. 18 1. Notwithstanding chapter 22, the confidentiality of a11 

19 child ab~se information shall be maintained, except as 

20 specifically provided by subsection 2, a"d-~ttb~eetio" 3, or 4. 

21 Sec. 5. Section 235A.15, Code Supplement 1991, is amended 

22 by adding the following new subsection: 

23 NEW S~BSECTION. 4. Access to founded child abuse 
24 information only is authorized to the department of personnel 
25 as necessary for presentation in grievance or arbitration 
26 procedures provided for in sections 19A.14 and 20.18. Child 
27 abuse information introduced into a grievance or arbitration 
28 proceeding shall not be considered a part of the public record 

29 of a case. 
30 Sec. 6. Section 235A.19, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 
31 1991, is amended by adding the following new subparagraph: 

32 NEW SUBP~~GRAPH. (7) To persons involved in an investi-

33 gat ion of child abuse. 
34 Sec. 7. Section 235B.2, subsection 5, paragraph a, sub-

~ 35 paragraph (1), Code Supplement 1991, is amended to read as 

-2-



S.F. ________ H.F. 

1 follows: 

2 (1) Physical injury tOL or injury which is at a variance 

3 with the history given of the injury, or unreasonable 

4 confinement or unreasonable punishment of a dependent adult. 

5 Sec. 8. Section 235B.2, subsection 5, paragraph b, Code 

6 Supplement 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

7 b. The deprivation of the minimum food, shelter, clothing, 

8 supervision, physical e~e or mental health care, and other 

9 care necessary to maintain a dependent adult's life or health 

10 as a result of the acts or omissions of the dependent adult. 

11 Sec. 9. Section 235B.3, subsection 1, Code Supplement 

12 1991, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered 

13 paragraph: 

14 NEW UNNUMBERED P~qAGRA?H. Reports of dependent adult abuse 

15 which is the result of the acts or omissions of the dependent 

16 adult shall be collected and maintained in the files of the 

17 dependent adult as assessments only and shall not be included 

18 in the central registry. 

19 Sec. 10. Section 235B.3, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 

20 Supplement 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

2l b. A social worker or an income maintenance worker under 

22 the jurisdiction of the department of human services. 

23 Sec. 11. Section 235B.16, subsection 5, unnumbered 
24 paragraph 4, Code Supplement 1991, is amended to read as 

25 follows: 

26 A person required to complete both child abuse and 

27 dependent adult abuse mandatory reporter training may complete 

28 the training through a program which combines child abuse and 

29 dependent adult abuse curricula and thereby meet the training 

30 requirements of both this subsection and section 232.69 

31 simultaneously. If child abuse and dependent adult abuse 

32 mandatory reporter training are combined, however, a person 

33 shall complete a minimum of three hours of training. 
34 EXPLANATION 

35 ~his bill amends provisions of the child abuse and 
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~ 1 dependent adult abuse chapters of the Code. In regard to 

• 

• 

2 child abuse, the bill provides for a three-year limitation on 

3 departmental investigations of physical abuse and denial of 

4 critical care unless the injury required or should hav~ 

5 required medical attention or resulted in permanent disability 

6 or death to the child, allows for the sharing of information 

7 between department of human services and law enforcement 

8 officials, allows nursing and substance abuse professionals to 
9 be members of multidisciplinary teams, provides for access to 

10 child abuse information in proceedings to correct the 

11 information during the appeals process, and provides access to 

12 founded child abuse information only by the department of 

13 personnel as necessary for grievance or arbitration procedures 

14 but the information is not allowed to be made a part of the 
15 public record of the case. 

16 In regard .to dependent adult abuse, the bill provides that 
17 the proof of either the deprivation of physical or mental 

18 health care, but not botr., is necessary to show denial of 

19 self-care for a report of dependent adult abuse, adds income 

20 maintenance workers to the list of mandatory reporters, adds 

21 physical injury which is at a variance with the history of the 

22 injury to the definition of "physical abuse", provides that 

23 reports of denial of self-care are to be maintained in the 

24 files of dependent adults solely as assessments and are not to 

25 be included in the central registry, and modifies the 
26 requirements required for mandatory reporters who are 
27 child and dependent adult abuse mandatory reporters. 
28 

29 

30 

31 
32 

33 
34 

35 

both 
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AN ACT 

REL:\TING TO A!~US~: or l)!-:;..oENDEW,,· P~:RSONS INCt.lIDlt-::; 'mE SHi ... RING 

O~~ IM'ORK"TIOI;' m:n·,'f·:EN D~l'AR"!'Ml-,NTS :i~VO(,V:':[) I~ (jilL!) /I.nus::: 
It;V£ST:G1\·i'll1~s.. MUl.TIDISClrI.lN,\R"I T::AI1 m;Mn::~S. THt: ()t:FI~I:­

TIOU5 0:' CI:RTAI;I '~'l;'ES Of AHI;S~:, TIl!: [)Ei':NITIO~I or 1\ MMll>.\-

70Rt IU:,'ORTER Of"" j)i:rEN~)~r-f:' ADU!.T AUU$I:, AND ':IIE IO:(,:U I ~:::M'::NT 

or HiI,NIl.\TORY Ry.VOR'rr.R TRA 1 N: ~IG. 

A£-: IT ENACTED BY T:lf: Gf:NER:l,l· ASS,:MtH."i 0: r:{;;: S1· .... T£ Of IV ... ·,\: 

Section 1. Section 232."11. sub~:.ecLi.ort !, Co,;p 1991, i5 

a:-,eodcd to read as tui h'· .. ·~~: 

1. Htle-l'Ie"et'.!..! a rL'lx)r .. is cit.·termirH~d to con!;! tc.ut~, a 

ctlild c\:J\Ise ,1,llegatiun, th~ d.~partlt)elll of" ;'um.;,;,; s(>:'Jict~:~ shall 

prolTpt.ly commence an .:sppcop!"iale investlg.ltion. th" pl'irrMY 

purp:)se of this invf!!'Iti(jotion shCl.ll be t.r.e ~rot.~("t.()n of th.~ 

child nam.~d in tt>.e repOf~. The dcpartm~~t., within (I~P 

SPI\,1t.P. ri ~e 22 :>1. p. 2 

', • .-orking d,\ys of con/lH~ncing the irlVe!".t.ig.1tion. S;'lall providf~ 

.... rittcr, noti£icatio:"l of the lnvt.'3t~qdt.l0n to the child's 

parent.s. HO',,;L'VL't, if t.h.~ dep,l)"lment shows t.ht." co~rt to ~hc 

courl's sa~i3factio!l Lhal notification is li~~ly to endangcr 

the ctlilc. or ot.her persons, ':hf!' CO\Jrt st"",l1 Issue an cmergency 

order restl'aininq lhe n()titiL~c.ti<)n. ~.f. a re.2:~.r~_~~..i.ett~rrn~E£~ 

!...o .. n<;'l s::onsti_~.utL' .. : .. ~hild.~}!U5t~ al:-'~.I.: .. i~n, !:o!I~;.~ C:.mlnal a('~ 

~_~.~!n9 ,~_chi~.?i.::; a.~.~.!!.~l. •. the r1.Pf'ilI"t(ll~.~.~ .s:'lall .. :.rnmedi,1I.~1y' 

re f (:.r. t h~. rna t ~ c: ~ to ~ ~_!.~.££~?pr i ,1, t. ~E:: .. ~~I" r !)C (:"(>:-h~r~!._.!!9.!..!.'.£Y..:. 

Scc. 2. S~ctioll 23~lA.:l. aubspo.;tiof\ 9. Co'!£! 1')91. is 

a:Ilt.'nr':'",·J 1.:0 rt~i..Id d~ foll(""w!> 

9. "~ullidiscipli!lary tea;1" means a g:o~p of i:"ldiv_cildlu 

· .. ·ho !l0s5e:-.s kno,,·!(-,dgp.- ,1nd ~kill~.> rel ... ted to :rH? di<tg;~o:;i~;, 

aSaes~mel·.t.. ijnd disp.')sit.ion of c:lild dbuSl' Cil"f!''', ,1nd ',,'h0 are 

prof(:S&ionals practicIng in the discil)linc~ of merilelrll!, 

r.ur~~.ng~ public h(>,\l~h, ~uh:q.,\.rl("e "t~'.l:·;~' •. ;:"Ient.::!1 hpallh. 3rJciai 

WOI·k., child d,~v'-'lc...I-'I('Ilt., ",duCdtioo, 1.\,.1. j, .. vL'rlile probat::on, 

or la .... t!:1(orcemE':nl, or a 91"(HIP estilt.list:f!c. pur~\Idnt t,,) !>e<...:tlon 

lJ\D.l, 6u~D~CtlOrl 6, Pdr~~ra?h ·'a". 

S~G. 3. Section 21SA.l'j, "f.Ubs.~ctic...n :, Cece S'-lp!,lem~nt 

1~?1. i5 amL~:"Ide-:l to ".''-Id is!) foli.o' ... :·;· 

1. N0t.,.ith.5~'HvJlng ch':'ptL'! 21. U·.c conftdt?lll.1dlity of ,1:'1 

ct:ild ablJ:~': ir.(or:n"t.,\~n :~hd:1 he ni\~r,t.air.(.'t1, L'XCPpt <IS 

speci ~ ic.d:y pro ... jdpd by :i· .• b'H~ct 101"1 2.!. ~!"ld-~t1b't"c~t~" 3 .. or.....!. 

s(:c.~. ScctirJn 2:1'>,\.lS. Co,3c S1i?pll~mt::ot 1991. IS C::Im,-,r;dl~d 

by dddil19 tl"l~ to ... 10'.011 "9 !le· ... st.bs(·("tion: 

N~:~ S(l~Sf~~..!..Q~~. 1. .1\("C"t'"f.~~ to t"o\lr.d~d l:h i 10.1 dbv!;e 

infOl"m~t io~ ()nly is autt~0r :~ed to I.:t:c dL'par:m~~t o( pe:~0~nel 

a:. rll~C~,.,,·;,lC! ~or prl~~;"nt.lt)Cn in gl·iL'V.I:IC"t~ 'H drbitl",ll.,)n 

prrlcedurt'~~ l"'c,~v::dl.:.d ~(ll in aL':t~Orl~ 19;".:~ and 1.0.IS. C:lil,! 

abU!H> intO:mdtion .:l'.(·)(h,r.~d ::Ho d o;:i""'/d:lre •. )t. ,ubit.I·Cl.tie,n 

prOCE.'i?C:ll~g s~'.!:.l :"lot. I)t~ C0n!'71<.!t~I"I.'·.1 ., ?-<,rt \:t tt~ ... , p\lblic ~e("0r-1 

of J. Cc.$(-. 

St:r:.). Sect.' .. !". 21"),\.1;.0, :;;Jb~,t'C' Icr; 2, P,~f'\ql,'.pt·. lo, Cod.: 

19',1, ~:l <Iml.·:·.r!"d :"'1 ,::;diIl9 l'~\: f<:.;ll' .. ·-I.:.g ~)t:""' :i~.t>!-",G.!·,~ql·,'.Pr.: 
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~~~~ ~Ut! ~~:"_~ .\G I~?:~ • ': i ) 

q,'.':".(,n Ot c;I:IJ <;bu~l'. 
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5~~dt~ ~I.e ]2~1. ? 

:'0 P,'!· .. ·.;):~'; 11\·~·()I\·,~,: in dll 11l·,;t.':;' i-
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pil:a"'~'I;lh [I), ::od", ~\.pp;";n\l'r"t 1:1'31 •. :.; am~n:!.'c: '.0 rC<:t(~ <t~' 

folio· .... !> . 

(l~ I'hysicc.l inJllr~' to.!. 01" .::·.J_\:"'~Y. ·:-:..t!ic:'. 1$ ,\~ .?-. ",:·..;;!.i~n.<.:~ 

~~h .. t ~e ~1~.~O~1' _~.0!~n d ~t:t.'. 1~1:1.!.1! \,!'. U:Hi.:J.~;ona:l:E­

conflll~rnt)f'.t or ur.r~a:~(""n,'..t;.l(' (Jur:isn:l(>rH ~{<l d.~p(>n':<:llt ,1dllll. 

St~c. i. Scction ")·~~'H.2, !ll..b:;cctior. 5. P"'(:)(JI~ph b, ('("":I~· 

S.Jppl.t:f;1t.>ot :9'31, i~; Clm(,",~('J t.) r'.'.ld as ~,)Ilow:.;: 

b. The deprivati0n ~f ttc m~~:mum fcod, she:ter, ';lothi~1, 

s·.:~)~rvi~'.:oll, ?hY3.C<l.: el\e <' ... r :~~nt.jl t;t.',II·.:' cal'C, dnd athc: 

Cdrc ne':I~!>~;Clry to m;'.;f'.t<tln a dcpenlit.'lIt ad\i:t'!; lift~ <;,. h[·,,:t.tl 

aa <l. r~:;ul: of ttoe act" or on'i!>SI<'{:.~ of t:-.c d('pt'fldl'!::t. ,;.dlll· .. 

S~C. 8. Spct.io" 2]~)B.::'. ,.1Jb~'H'Ct iO:1 I, Codt., Supple.'"l('Ilt 

19":11, is ,1.·H~:~ded b! ""lidin(, :, .. t.' :',d 1 0' .. ' i "S' r.('w "r:nllmb,~~cd 

p,'l"<igr,tph' 
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