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Section 1. Section 10A.1G4, subsection 2, Code 1991, 1is .
amended to read as follows:
2. Appoint the administrators of the divisions within the

department and all other personnel deemed necessary for the

o e N

administration of this chapter, except the state public
defender, assistant state public defenders, administrator of
the racing and gaming commission, members of the employment
appeal board, and administrator of the state citizen foster
care review board. All persons appointed and employed in the
department are covered by the provisions of cnapter 19A, but
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persons not appointed by the director are exempt from the

12 merit system provisions of chapter 194,

13 Sec. 2. Section 232,175, Code 1891, is amended to read as

14 follows:

15 232.175 PURPOSE AND POLICY,

16 It is the purpose and policy of this division to provide

17 court oversight for placements that involve a handicapped

18 child placed voluntarily in foster care by the child's parent .

19 or guardian, through review of the voluntary placements every
20 six months by tne department's foster care review committees
21 or by a local citizen foster care review board. It is the

22 purpose and policy of this division to assure the additional
23 safeguard of court oversight as required by Pub. L. No. 96~

24 272, as codified in 42 U.S.C. § 671(a)(le), 627(a)(2)(B), and
25 675(1),(5), while maintaining parental decision-making

26 authority.

27 Sec. 3. Section 232.183, subsection 7, Code 1991, is

28 amended to read as follows:

29 7. A dispositional hearing is not required if the court

30 has approved either the local citizen foster care review board
31 review or the department's administrative review procedure as
32 defined under section 234.42, and all parties agree. This

33 provision does not eliminate the initial judicial

34 determination reguired under section 232.182.

35 Sec. 4. Section 235A.15, subsection 2, paragraph e, .
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subparagraph {6), Code Supplement 1991, is amended to read as
follows:

(6 To the state and local citizen foster care review

boards created pursuant to sections 237.16 and 237.19.

Sec. 5. Section 237.15, subsections 2, 4, and 6, Code
Supplement 1991, are amended to read as follows:

2. "Child receiving foster care” means a child defined in
section 234.1 whese who 1s described by any of the following

circumstances:

a. The child's foster care placement is the financial

responsibility of the state pursuant to section 234.357-who.
b. The child is under the guardianship of the departmentsy

or—who;

¢. The child has been involuntarily hospitalized for

mental illness pursuant to chapter 229,
d. The child is at-risk of being placed outside the

child's home, the department or court is providing or planning

to provide services to the child, and the department or court

has requested the involvement of the state or local board.

4. "Local board" means a local citizen foster care review
board created pursuant to section 237.19,

6. "State board" means the state citizen foster care
review board created pursuant to section 237.16.

Sec. 6. Section 237.16, Code 1991, is amended to read as
follows:

237.16 STATE CITIZEN FOSTER CARE REVIEW BOARD,

1. The state citizen foster care review board is created
within the department of inspections and appeals. The state
board consists of seven members appointed by the governor,
subject to confirmation by the senate and directly responsible
to the governor. The appointment is for a term of four years
which begins and ends as provided in section 69.19. Vacancies
on the state board shall be filled in the same manner as
original appointments are made.

2. The members of the state board shall annually select a
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chairperson, vice chairperson, and other officers the members
deem necessary. The members are entitled to receive
reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties. Each memoer of the board may
also be eligible to receive compensation as provided in
section 7E.6. The state board shall meet at ieast twice a
year.

3. An employee of the department or of the department of
inspections and appeals, an employee of a child-placing
agency, an employee of an agency with which the department
contracts for services for children under foster care, a
foster parent providing foster care, or an employee of the
district court is not eligible to serve c¢on the state board.

Sec. 7. Section 237.19, Code 1991, is amended to read as
follows:

237.19 LOCAL CITIZEN FOSTER CARE REVIEW BOARDS.

1. The state board shall establish local citizen foster
care review boards to review cases of children receiving
foster care. The department shall discontinue its foster care
review process for those children reviewed by local boards as
local boards are established and operating. The state board
shall select five members and two alternate members to serve
on each local board in consultation with the chief judge of
each judicial district. The actual number of local boards
needed and established shall be determined by the state pboard.
However;-the-atate-board-ahalti-seek-to-eatapitah-a-aunéfrerent
number-of-boards-to-ensure-no-board-must-evainste-more-than
one-hundred-cases-annuaity- The members of each local board
shall consist of persons of the various social, economic,
racial, and ethnic groups and various occupations of their
district. A person employed by the state bocard or the
department, the department of inspections and appeals, the
district court, an employee of an agency with which cthe
department contracts for services for children under foster

care, a foster parent providing foster care, or a chi:id-
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placing agency shall not serve on a local board. The state
board shall provide the names of the members of the local
boards to the department.

2. Vacancies on a local board shall be fii:led in the same
manner as original appointments. The members shail not
receive per diem but shall receive reimbursement for actual

and necessary expenses incurred in their duties as members.
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Sec. 8, Section 237,20, subsection 1, unnumbered
paragraphs 1 and 2, Code 1991, are amended to read as follows:
Review at least every six months the case of each child

E—
P
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1] receiving foster care assigned to the local board by the state
12 board to determine whether satisfactory progress is being made
i3 toward the goals of the case permanency plan pursuant to

4 14 section 237,22. As much as is possible, review shall be

15 conducted immediately prior to court reviews of the case.

16 During each stx-menth review, the agency responsible for
',17 the placement of or services provided to the child shall
g 18 attend the review and the local board shall review all of the

19 following:
20 Sec. 9. Section 237.206, subsection 1, unnumbered paragraph
1 3, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows:

22 The review shall include 1lssues pertaining to the case

23 permanency plan and shall not include issues that do not

24 pertain to the case permanency plan. Eaeh-review-shaiil

25 inciude-written-teatimeny-of-any A person notified pursuant to
26 subsection 47-and-may-tnclude-orai-testimeny-£rom-those

27 persens-when-determined-to-be-retevant-and-matertar-to-the

28 chitdts-piacement shall either attend the review or submit

2% testimony as requested by the board. Oral testimony may, upon

30 the request of the testifier or upon motion of the local

31 board, be given in a private setting when to do so would

32 facilitate the presentation of evidence. Local board

33 questions shall pertain to the permanency plan and shall not
include issues that do not pertain to the permanency plan.

Sec. 10. Section 237.20, subsection 2, Code 1991, is

_4_
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amended to read as follows:

2. a. Submit to the appropr. e court within fifteen days
after the review under subsectior ., the findings and
recommendations of the review. The local board shall ensure
that the most recent report is available for a court hearing.
The report to the court shall include information regarding
the case permanency plan and the progress 1n attaining the
permanency gcals. The report shall not include issues that do
not pertain to the case permanency plan. The findings and
recommendations shall include the proposed date of the next
review by the local board. The local board shall notify the
persons specified in subsection 4 of the findings and
recormnendations.

b. If the person, ¢ourt, or agency responsible for the

child disagrees with the review findings and recommendations,

within fifteen days of receiving the report, the person,

court, or agency shall submit a written statement to the board

which includes a statement exwlaining why the review findings

and recommendations cannot be implemented.
Sec. 11. Section 237.20, subsection 4, Code 1991, is

amended by adding the following new paragraph:
NEW PARAGRAPH. h. The person providing services to the

child or the child's family.

Sec. 12. Section 237.23, Code 1981, is amended to read as
follows:

237.23 AUTOMATIC REPEAL.

Sections 237.15 through 237.22, €ode-198% and this section,
are repealed July 1, 1992 1996.

EXPLANATION
This billl relates to state and local foster care review

poards. The word "citizen" is added to the name of the boards

so that the boards would be known as the state citizen foster

care review board and local citizen foster care review board.
In addition, a requirement is stricken that the state board

must seek to establish a sufficlent number of local boards so
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that no local board must evaluate more than 100 cases
annually.

Section § expands the definition of foster care reviewed by
the foster care review board. With this change, review would
be provided at the request of the department of human services
or the court, for children who are at risk of being placed
outside the child's home and for children who are or may be
provided services to prevent the placement.

Section 8 permits foster care review to be provided more
often than every six months.

Section 9 establishes the authority of a local board to
require certain persons to attend or submit testimony in a
review hearing.

Section 10 establishes a procedure for submission of a
written statement in the event a person associated with a
child's case disagrees with the review findings and
recommendations.

Section 11 includes a person providing services to a chilad
or the child's family in the list of persons who receive
notice of a review hearing and who may be required to provide
testimony at the hearing.

Section 12 extends the automatic repeal provision applying
to the foster care review boards under the department of
inspections and appeals from July 1992, until July 1996.

LSB 5224SV 74
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Section 1. Section 10A.104, subsection 2, Code 1991, is
amended to read as.follows:

2. Appoint the administrators of the divisions within the
department and all other personnel deemed necessary for the
administration of this chapter, except the state public
defender, assistant state public defenders, administrator of
the racing and gaming commission, members of the employment
appeal board, and administrator of the state citizen foster

care review board. All persons appointed and employed in the
department are covered by the provisions of chapter 19A, but
persons not appointed by the director are exempt from the
merit system provisions of chapter 19A,

Sec. 2. Section 232.175, Code 1991, is amended to read as
follows:

232.175 PURPOSE AND POLICY. ‘

It is the purpose and policy of this division to provide !
court oversight for placements that involve a handicapped .
child placed voluntarily in foster care by the child's parent
or guardian, through review of the voluntary placements every
six months by the department's foster care review committees
or by a local citizen foster care review board. It is the
purpose and policy of this division to assure the additional
safequard of court oversight as required by Pub. L. No. 96-

272, as codified in 42 U.S.C. § 671(a)(16), 627(a)(2)(B), and
675{1),(5), while maintaining parental decision-making
authority.

Sec. 3. Section 232.183, subsection 7, Code 1991, is
amended to read as follows:

7. A dispositional hearing is not required if the court
has approved either the local citizen foster care review board
review or the department's administrative review procedure as
defined under section 234.42, and 'all parties agree. This
provision does not eliminate the initial judicial
determination required under section 232,182, .

Sec. 4. Section 235A.15, subsection 2, paragraph e,

-1~
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subparagraph (6), Code Supplement 1991, 19 amended to read as
follows: . o ,

(6) To the state and-local citizen foster care review
boards created pursuant to sections 237. 16 and 237.19.

Sec. 5. ~Section 237.15, subsections 2, 4, and 6, Code
Supplement 1991, are amended to read as follows:

2. "Chlld‘recelvrng foster care" means a child defined in

section 234.1 whese who is descrrbed by any of the followrng
crrcumstances- x

a8, The child's foster care placement isﬂthe“financial

responsibility of the state pursuant to section 234.357-whe.

b, The child is under the guardianéhip of'the‘departmentv
or-whe. o
c. The chxld has been involuntarily hospltalxzed for

mental 1llness pursuant to chapter 229.

d. The chrld is at-risk of being placed outsrde the
child's home, the department or court is provrdlng or planning

to provide services to the child, "and the department or court

has requested the involvement of the state or local board.

4. "Local -board" means a local citizen. foster care review
board created ‘pursuant to section 237.19.

6. "State board" means the state crtlzen foster care
review board created pursuant to section 237. 16.

Sec. 6. Section 237, 16, Code 1991, 1s,amended to read as
follows: o ) |

237.16 STHTE CITIZEN FOSTER CARE REVIEW BOARD.

1. The state citizen foster care review board is created

‘within the department of 1nspect10ns and appeals. - The state

board consists of seven members app01nted by the- governor,
subject to confrrmatlon by the seénate and dlrectly responsxble
to the governor. -The apporntment is for a term of four years
which begins and ends as provided in section 69 19. Vacancies
on the state board shall be filled in the same manner as
original appointments are made.

2. The members of the state board shall annually select a

-2-
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chairperson, vice chairperéon, and other officers the members
deem necessary. The members are entitled to receive
reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties, Each member of the board may
also be eligible to receive compensation as provided in
section 7E.6., The state board shall meet at least twice a
year.

3. An employee of the department or of the department of
inspections and appeals, an employee of a child-placing
agency, an employee of an agency with which the department
contracts for services for children under foster care, a
foster parent providing foster care, or an employee of the
district court is not eligible to serve on the state board.

Sec. 7. Section 237.19, Code 1991, is amended to read as
follows: _

237.19 LOCAL CITIZEN FOSTER CARE REVIEW BOARDS,.

1. The state board shall establish local citizen foster
care review boards to review cases of children receiving
foster care, The department shall discontinue its foster care
review process for those children reviewed by local boards as
local boards are established and operating. The state board
shall select five members and two alternate members to serve
on each local board in consultation with the chief judge of
each judicial district. The actual number of local boards
needed and established shall be determined by the state board.
However;-the-state-board-shalii-seek-~to-establish-a-sufficient
number-of-boards-to-ensure-no-board-musc-evatuate-mere-echan
one-hundred-ecases-annuatiys The members of each local board
shall consist of persons of the various social, economic,
racial, and ethnic groups and various occupations of their
district. A person employed by the state board or the
department, the department of inspections and appeals, the
district court, an employee of an agency with which the
department contracts for services for children under foster
care, a foster parent providing foster care, or a child-

-3-
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piacing agency shall not serve on’'a local board. The state
board shall provxde the names of the members of the local
boards to the department. . '

2. Vacancies on a local board shall be filled in the same
manner as orlglnal appointments. The members shall not
receive per diem but shall receive reimbursement for actual
and necessa:y,expenses incurred in theif duties ag members,

Sec.'8."Section‘237.20, subsection 1, unnumbered
paragraphé 1 and 2, Code 1991, are amended to read as follows:

Review at least every six months the case of each child
receiving qutgr care assigned to the local board by the state
board to determine whether satisfactory progress is being made
toward the gééls bf the case permanency p}aplpursuant to
section'23j.22._'As much as is possible, review.shall be
conducted immediately prior to court reviews of the case.

During’ each six-month review, the agency resppnsiblé for
the placement of or services provided -to _the child shall

attend the review and the local board:shali review all of the
following: ' 7 | IR

sec. 9. VSéCtion 237.20, . subsection 1, unnumbered paragraph
3, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows:.

The review shall lnclude issues pertaining to the case
permanency plan and shall not include issues that do not
pertain to the case permanency plan. Baeh-review-shaii
tnciude—wrttten—eesttmony of-any A person nOtlfled pursuant to

subsection 47-and-may inctude~orai- testimony-£from-those

petsons-whenfdeﬁerﬁined—to-be-re&evant~hnd~ma:e:igi—to—the
chiidle-piacement shall either attend the review or submit
testimony .as ‘requested by the board. Oral testimony may, upon

the request of the testifier or upon motion of the local
board, be giveh in a privéte setting when to do so would
facilitate the presentation of evidence. Local board
questions shall pertain to the permanency plan and shall not
include issues that do not pertain to the permanency plan.
Sec. 10. Section 237.20, subsection 2, Code 1991, is

-4~
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amended to read as follows:

2. a. Submit to the appropriate court within fifteen days
after the review under subsection 1, the findings and
recommendations of the review, The local board shall ensure
that the most recent report is available for a court hearing.
The report to the court shall include information regarding
the case permanency plan and the progress in attaining the
permanency goals. The report shall not include issues that do
not pertain to the case permanency plan. The findings and
recommendations shall include the proposed date of the next
review by the local board. The local board shall notify the
persons specified in subsection 4 of the findings and .
recommendations.

b. If the person or agency responsible for the child

. , TR . R . . N .
disagrees with the review findings and recommendations, within

agency shall submit a written statement to the board which

fifteen days of receiving the report, the péfson, court, or ’

includes a statement explaining why the review findings and
recommendations cannot be implemented.

Sec. 11. Section 237.20, subsection 4, Code 1991, is
amended by adding the following new paragraph:

NEW PARAGRAPE. h. The person providing services to the
child or the child's family.

Sec. 12. Section 237.23, Code 1991, is amended to read as
follows:

237.23 AUTOMATIC REPEAL.

Sections 237.15 through 237.22, €ede-198% and this section,
are repealed July 1, 3992 1996..

SF 2197
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SENATE PILE 2197

Amend Senate File 2197, as amended, passed, and

2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

3

4 "court,".

1. Page 5, line 16, by striking the word

By COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES
HAVERLAND of Polk, CHAIRPERSON

H-5554 FILED MARCH 26, 1992
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SENATE FILE 2197

Amend Senate File 2197, as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as fcliows: )
1. Page 4, by striking lines 28 and 29, and
inserting the following: "ehiitdla-piaeement shal:
either attend the review or submit Eestimony as
requested by the local board or in accordance with a
writter protocol jointly developed by the stacte board
and the department. Ora. testi&ony may, upon".
2. Page 5, by striking lines 14 through 19, and
inserting the fcllowing: )

"o. If the person or agency responsible for
services provided o the child dlsagrees with the

review fincdings or recommencations, the person or

agency shall respond during the review Of submir a
statement to the local board and the court within ten
HOrKing days of recelvirng the iocal board's report,
The response snall explain the reasons the person or
4gency clsaqrees with the board's findings or does not
Rlan tc implement -he boarc's recommendations. "

By OSTERBERG of Linn

SENATE FILE 2197

Amend Senate File 2197, as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as follows: '

1. Page 3, by inserting afcer line 13, the
following:

"Sec. ___ . Section 237.18, Code 1991, 1is-amended
by adding the following new subsection: -

NEW SUBSECTION. 6. In conjunction with thé
legislative fiscal bureau and in consultation with the
department of human services, supreme court, and
private foster care providers, develop and maintain an
evaluation program regarding citizen foster care
review programming. The state board shall submit an
annual evaluation report to the governor and the
general assembly.”

2. By renumbering as necessary.
By NEUHAUSER of Johnscn

CARPENTER of Polk
OSTERBERG of Linn

H-5678 FILED APRIL 2, 1992

Lot fau 2rrendedd %étﬂauﬂ%47




SENATE FILE 2197

H-5756

1 Amend the amendment, H-5678, to Senate File 2197, ‘
as amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as '

follows:
1. Page 1, line 12, by inserting after the word

"programming." the following: "The evaluation program

snall be designed to evaluate the effectiveness of

citizen reviews in improving case permanency planning

and meeting case permanency planning goals, identify

the amount of time children spend in foster care

placements, and identify problem issues in the foster

care system."”

FP OOV W
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By OSTERBERG of Linn
B-5756 FTILED APRIL 6, 1992
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HQUSE AMENDMENT TO
SIZNATE PILE 2187
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Znend Senate File 2197, &s amen
eprinted by the Senate, as follow
i. Page 3, by imserting after
following:

"Sec. _ . Section 237.13, Code 1991, is amended
by adding the Iollowing new subseciion:

NEW SUBSECTION. 6. In conjunction with the
legisiacive fiscal bDureau and in consultation wich the
deoqr tment oI numarn services, suprem2 courk,; and
private foster care providars, develop and maintain an
eval uation program regarding izizen foster care
raview programming. The évaluaticn program shall be
design ed te evaluate the effectiveness of citizen

eviews in improving raseg permahency vlaaning andé
mcet-ug C&se permanency w.anning goals, identify ihe
amount of time children cpencé in fcster care
placements, and identify proolem issues in the fescar
care system., The state board spall submit an anoual
EVal as‘01 report Lo the governor and the generaza:
assembly.”

2. Pzge 4, by striking lipes 28 and 29, an
inserting the following: ‘“ehiidias-precenent siazlil
2ither actend the review or submil testimeny as

ceqguested v the local poaré or in accordance wich a
wriccen protocol jeintiy deve.opec cy the state board
and the department. OCral testimony may, upon”,

3. Page 5, by striking lines 14 through 15, and
inserting the fcllowing:

"b. If the person or agency responsible for
services pirovided to the cinild cisagrees with the
review findings or recommendations, the person or
agency shali respond during the review or submit
statement to the iocal board and the court within ten
working days of receiving the local board's report.
The response shalli explaln the reasons the person or
agencv disagrees with tne board’'s findings or does not
pian to implement the board's recommendations.”

4. By renumbering, relettering, or redesignating
and correcting internal references as necessary.

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE

§-5609 FILED APRIL 9, 1952
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SENATE/HOUSE PILQj;l{Q ;

BY (PROPOSED DEPARTMENT OF
INSPECTIONS AND APPEALS
BILL)

—

Passed House, Date
Vote: Ayes Nays

A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to state and local foster care review boards.
2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY QF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 10A,104, subsection 2, Code 1991, is
amended to read as follows:

2. Appoint the administrators of the divisions within the
department and all other personnel deemed necessary for the
administration of this chapter, except the state public
defender, assistant state public defenders, administrator of
the racing and gaming commission, members of the employment
appeal board, and administrator of the state citizen foster
care review board. All persons appointed and employed in the
department are covered by the provisions ¢f chapter 194, but
persons not appointed by the director are exempt from the
merit system provisions of chapter 19A.

Sec., 2., Section 232.175, Code 1991, is amended to read as
follows:

232.175 PURPOSE AND POLICY.

It is the purpose and policy of this division to provide
court oversight for placements that involve a handicapped

~child placed voluntarily in foster care by the child's parent

or guardian, through review of the voluntary placements every
six months by the department's foster care review committees
or by a2 local citizen foster care review board. It is the
purpose and policy of this division to assure the additional
safequard of court oversight as required by Pub. L. No. 96-
272, as codified in 42 U.S.C. § 671(a)(16), 627(a)(2)(B), and
675(1),(5), while maintaining parental decision-making
authority.

Sec. 3. Section 232.183, subsection 7, Code 1991, is
amended to read as follows:

7. A dispositional hearing is not required if the court
has approved either the local citizen foster care review board
review or the department's administrative review procedure as
defined under section 234.42, and all parties agree. This
provision does not eliminate the initial judicial
determination required under section 232.182.

Sec. 4. Section 235A.15, subsection 2, paragraph e,
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subparagraph (6), Code Supplement 1991, is amended to read as
follows:

(6) To the state and local citizen foster care review
boards created pursuant to sections 237.16 and 237.19.

Sec. 5. Section 237.15, subsections 4 and 6, Code
Supplement 1991, are amended to read as follows:

4. "Local board" means a local citizen foster care review
board created pursuant to section 237.19.

6. "State board" means the state citizen foster care
review board created pursuant to section 237.16.

Sec. 6. Section 237.16, Code 1991, is amended to read as
follows:

237.16 STATE CITIZEN FOSTER CARE REVIEW BOARD.

1. The state citizen foster care review board is created
within the department of inspections and appeals. The state
board consists of seven members appointed by the governor,
subject to confirmation by the senate and directly responsible
to the governor. The appointment is for a term of four years
which begins and ends as provided in section 69.19. Vacancies
on the state board shall be filled in the same manner as
original appointments are made.

2. The members of the state board shall annually select a
chairperson, vice chairperson, and other officers the members
deem necessary. The members are entitled to receive
reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties. Each member of the board may
also be eligible to receive compensation as provided in
section 7E.6. The state board shall meet at least twice a
year.

3. Aan employee of the department or of the department of
inspections and appeals, an employee of a child-placing
agency, an employee of an agency with which the department
contracts for services for children under foster care, a
foster parent providing foster care, or an employee of the
district court is not eligible to serve on the state board.
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Sec. 7. Section 237.19, Code 1991, is amended to read as
follows:

237.19 LOCAL CITIZEN FOSTER CARE REVIEW BOARDS.

1. The state board shall establish local citizen foster
care review boards to review cases of children receiving
foster care. The department shall discontinue its foster care
review process for those children reviewed by local boards as
local boards are established and operating. The state board
shall select five members and two alternate members to serve
on each local board in consultation with the chief judge of
each judicial district. The actual number of local boards
needed and established shall be determined by the state board.
However;-the-state-beard-shaii-seek-to-establish-a-sufficrent
number-of-boards-to-ensure-no-beard-must-evaivate-more-than
ene-hundred-cases-annuatiys The members of each local board
shall consist of persons of the various social, economic,
racial, and ethnic groups and various occupations of their
district. A person employed by the state board or the
department, the department of inspections and appeals, the
district court, an employee of an agency with which the
department contracts for services for children under foster
care, a foster parent providing foster care, or a child-
placing agency shall not serve on a local board. The state
board shall provide the names of the members of the local
boards to the department.

2, Vacancies on 2 local board shall be filled in the same
manner as original appointments. The members shall not
receive per diem but shall receive reimbursement for actual
and necessary expenses incurred in their duties as members.

Sec. 8. Section 237.23, Code 1991, is amended to read as
follows:

237.23 AUTOMATIC REPEAL.

Sections 237.15 through 237.22, €ede-3987 and this section,
are repealed July 1, 3992 1996.

EXPLANATION
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This bill relates to state and local foster care review
boards. The word "citizen" is added to the name of the boards
so that the boards would be known as the state citizen foster
care review board and local citizen foster care review board.

In addition, a requirement is stricken that the state board,
must seek to establish a sufficient number of local boards so
that no local board must evaluate more than 100 cases
annually. Section 7 extends the automatic repeal prowvision
applying to the foster care review boards under the department
of inspections and appeals from July 1992, until July 1996.

BACKGROUND STATEMENT
SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY

Sections 1 through 8 revise the names of the state and
local foster care review boards to citizen foster care review
boards. Nationally, states' review bocard systems are referred
to as citizen foster care review boards. The state and local
boards are made uyp of private citizens. The name change will
highlight the citizen volunteer aspect of the boards.

Section 7 also deletes the restriction that boards may only
evaluate up to 100 cases annually. The deletion will allow
those boards, which are able, to review as many children as
possible or needed.

Section 8 modifies the date for the repeal of Code sections
authorizing the foster care review board system. The citizen
review board program is an important factor in maintaining
foster care system accountability and in giving the citizens
of Iowa the opportunity to change the foster care system at
the grass-roots level. The continued existence of a sunset
clause provides for accountability of the review board system.
The state board has been monitoring the positive impact
citizen review boards can have on lowa's foster care system,
both on a case-by-case basis and on a statewide systems level.
The state board has determined that the program's
accomplishments demonstrate the value of maintaining a
citizen-staffed independent foster care review system. The
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1 state board would welcome a review of the system again in four
2 years to ensure that the gains made in the past are maintained
3 in the next four years.
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SENATE FILE 2197

AN ACT
RELATING TO STATE AND LOCAL FOSTER CARE REVIEW BOARDS.

BE IT ENACTEOC BY THFE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF [OHA:

Section l. Section 10A.104, subsection 2, Code 1991, is
amended to read as follows:

2. Appoint the administratocs of the divisions within the
departrent and all other personnel deermed necessary for the
administration of this chapter, except the state public
defender, assistant state public defendecs, administrator of
the racing and gaming commission, members of the employment
appeal board, and administrator oFf the state citizen foster
care review board. All persons appointed and employed in the
department are covered by the provisions of chaptec 19A, but
persons aot appointed by the director are exempt from the
merit system provisions of chapter 19A.

Sec, 2, Section 232,175, Code 1991, is amended to read as
follows:

212,175 PURPOSE AND POLICY.

It 18 the purpose and policy of this division to provide
court oversight for placements that lnvolve a haadicapped
child placed voluntacily in foster care by the child's parent
ot guardian, through review of the voluntary placements every
six months by the department's foster care review committees
or by a local citizen foster care review boazd. Lt is the
purpose and policy of this division to assure the additional
safeguard of court oversight as teqguired by Pub, L. Mo. 96-
272, as codified in 42 U.S.C. § 671(a)1{}6), 627(a}(2)(8), and
675(1), (%), while maintaining parental decision-raxing
authority.

Sec. ). Sectinn 232,181, subsection 7, Code 199%, ig
amended to read as follows:

Senate File 2197, p. 2

7. A dispositional hearing is not required if the court

has approved either the local citizen foster care teview board

teview or the depactment's administrative review procedure as
defined under section 234.42, and all parties agree. This
provision does not eliminate the initial judicial
determination required under section 232.182.

Sec. 4. Section 235A.15, subsection 2, paragcaph e,
subparagraph {6}, Code Supplement 1991, is amended to read as
follows:

(6) To the state and local citizen foster care review

boards created pursuant to sections 237,16 and 237.19,

Sec. 5. Section 237.1%, subsections 2, 4, and &, Code
Supplerent 1991, are amended to read as follows:

2, "Child recciving foster care” means a child defined in
section 234.1 whose who is described by any of the following

clecumstances:

2. The child's foster care placement is the financial
cesponsibility of the state pursuyant to section 234.357-wha,

b. _The child is under the guardianship of the departmenty
or-who.

€. The child bas been involuntarily hospitalized for
mental illaess pursuant to chapter 229.

d. The child is _at-risk of being placed outside the

child's hoce, the departnent or court is providing_oz planning

to_provide services to the child, and the department or court

has _teguested the involvement of the state or local board.

4. "Local board” reans a local citizen foster care ceview
board created pursuant to section 237,19,

6. "State board" means the state citizen foster care
review board ceeated pursuant to section 237.15.

Sec. 6. Section 237.16, Code 1991, is amended to cead as
foilows:

231.16 STATE CITIZEN FOSTEZR CARE REVIEW BOARD.

1. The state gitizen foster cace review board is created
within the department of inspections and apoeals. The state
board consists of seven remners appointed by tue governcr,

subzect to confirmat.on by the genate and dicectly respansible
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to the governor. The appointment is for a term of four years
which begins and ends as provided in gection 69.19. Vacancies
on the state board shall be filled in the same ranner as
original appointments are nade.

2, The rembers of the state board shall annually select a

chairpecson, vice chairperson, and other officers the members
deem necessaty. The members are entitled to receive
reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses incucred in
the pecformance of their duties. Each menber of the board wmay
also be eligible to receive cormpensation as provided in
section 7E.6. The state board shall meet at least twice a
year.

3. An erployee of the depactment or of the department of
inapections and appeals, an employee of a child-placing
agency, an employee of an agency with which the department
contracts for services for childeen under foster care, a
foster parent providing foster care, or an employee of the
dlatrict court is not eligible to serve on the state board.

Sec. 7. Section 237.18, Code 1991, is ameanded by adding
the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 6. 1In conjunction with the leglslative
£iscal bureau and in consultation with the depacrtment of buman
services, supreme court, and private foster care providers,
develop and maintain an evaluation program regarding citlzen
foster care review programning. The evaluvation program shall
be designed to evaluate the etfectiveness of citizen reviews
in improving case permanency planning and meeting case
permanency planning goals, identify the amount of tice
chitdren spend in foster cace placemeats, and identify problem
isgues in the foster cate system. The state board shall
submit an annual evaluation teport to the governor and the
general assembly.

Sec. B. Section 217.19, Code 1991, is amended to rcad as
follows:

237.19 LOCAL CITIZEN FOSTER CARZ REVIEW BOARDS.

1, Trne state board shall establish local citizen foszer

care review boards o review cases of children rece.ving

Senate File 2197, p. 1

fostec care. The department shall discontinue its €oster cace
review process for those children reviewed by local beards as
local boatds are established and operating. The state board
shall select five rmembers and two alternate members to secve
on each local board in consultation with the chief judge of
each judicial district, The actual numper of local becards
naeded and established shall be determined by the state hoard.
However;-the-state-boacd-shaltl-seeh-to-eatabtish-a-sufficient
aumber-of-boards-ro-ensure-no-hoard-Must-evatuate-more-than
one-hundred-cases-annuatty: The members of each local board
shall consist of pecsons of the various social, economic,
racial, and ethnic groups and various occupations of their
district, A person employed by the state board or the
department, the department of inspections and appeals, the
district court, an employee of an agency with which the
department contracts for secvices for children under foster
cacte, a foster parent providing foster care, or a child-
placing agency shall not secve on a local board. The state
board shall provide the names of the members of the local
boards to the depactment.

2.
manner as ociginal appointments. The members shall not
receive per diem but shall receive reimbursement for actual
and necessacy expenses incurcred in their duties as merbers,

Sec. 9. Section 237.20, subsection }, unnumbered
paragraphs I and 2, Code 1991, are amended to read as follows:

receiving foster cate assigned to the local board by the state
board to detecmine whether satisfactoty progress is belng made
toward the goals of the case permanency plan pursuant to
section 237.22, As nuch as is possible, review shall be
conducted immediately prior Lo court revicews of the case,

During each six-manth review, the agency respoensible [or
the placemert of or services provided to the child shall
attend the review and the local Yoard shall review all of =he
following:
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Sec. 10. Section 237.20, subsection 1, unnumbeced
paragraph 3., Code 1991, is amended to read as follows:

The review shall include isasues pertaining to the case
pecrranency plan and shall not include issues that do not
pectain to the case permanency plan. Eaech-review-shatl
inc&ude-nritten-testimony-e!—eny A person notified pursuant to
subsection d47-and-may-tneciude-orat-testimony-érom-thase
persons-when-determined-to-be-retevant-and-materinl-to-the
ehikd*s-placement ghall either attend the review or submit

EEE&iEQQX_Eﬁ.££92Q?£Eﬁ.91_£9§_£2££!.EﬂﬂFQ_QI dn accordance
with a written protocol jointly developed by the state board
and the department. Oral testimony may, upon the request of
the testifier or upon motion of the local board, be given in a
private setting when to do so would facilitate the
presentation of evidence., Llocal beoard questions shall pertain
to the permanency plan and shall not include issues that do
not pertain to the permanency plan,

Sec. 1l. Section 237.20, subsection 2, Code 1991, is
arended to read as follows:

2. a. Submit to the appropriate court within fifteen days
after the review under subsection 1, the findings and
recormendations of the review. The local board shall ensure
that the most recent repoct is available for a court hearing.
The report to the court shall include information regacding
the case permanency plan and the progress in attaining the
permanency goals. The report shall not include issues that o
not pertain to the case permanency plan. The findings and
recommendations shall include the proposed date of the next
review by the local board. The local board shall notify the
persons specified in subsection 4 of the findings and
recomnendations,

b. _Lf the person ocr agency cresponsible for services
provided to the child disagrens with the review findings or
recomnerdations, the person of agency shall respond durirg the
Téview or subm.t a staverent o the local beard and the court

#ithln ten wockiog days of regeiving_the local boacd's cepocc.

The ctespanse shall explain the reasons rhe Prreon of agency

Senate File 2197, p, 6

disagrees with the board's findings or does not plan to
implement the board's recommendations.

Sec. 12. Section 237,20, subsection 4, Code 1991, ig
amended by adding the following new paragraph:

NEW PARACRAPH. h. The person providing services to the
child or the child's fanily.

Sec. 13. Section 217.23, Code 1991, ls amended to read as
follows:

237,23 AUTOMATIC REPEAL.

Sections 217.15 through 237.22, €ode-1987 and this section,
are cepealed July 1, £992 1996.

MICHAEL E. GROMNSTAL
President of the Senate

ROBERT C. ARMOULD
Speaker of the House

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and
iz known as Senate F:le 2197, Seventy-fourth General Assembly.

JOHN P. DWYER
Secretary of the Senate
Approved

TERRY E. JRANSTAD

Governocy
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