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S.t'. 

I Section 1. Section 256.9. Code Supplement 1991. IS amended 

2 by adding the following new s~bsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 46. Grant annual exemptions from one or 

4 more of the ~inimum education standards to nonpublic schools 

5 or public school districts who are engaging in comprehensive 

6 school transformation efforts that are broadly consistent with 

7 the Cllrrent standards. but require exemption from one or more 

8 standards in order to implement the comprehensive schooL 

9 transformation effort within the nonpublic school or school 

10 district. Nonpublic schools or public school districcs 

11 wishing to be exempted from one or more of the minimum 

12 standards shall file a request for an exemption with the 

13 department. Requests for exemption shall include all of the 

14 following: 

lS a. A description of the nonpublic school or public schoo: 

l6 district's school transformation plan. including but ~ot 

17 limited to new s:ructures, methodologies, and creativ2 

18 approaches designed to help students aChieve at i:lghe, levels. 

19 b. Identification of the standard or standards for which 

20 the exemption is being sought, incl~ding a statc~ent of the 

21 reasons for requesti~g the exemption from the standard or 

22 standards. 

23 c. Identificat:on of a method for periodic deffionscration 

74 that student achievement will not be lessened by the gra~t:ng 

2S of the exemption. 

26 The director shall develop a procedure Eor application :cr 

27 exemption and receIpt. review. a~d evaluation of nonpuhlic 

28 school and public school district requests. including out not 

29 limited to deve~opment or criteria Eor the grantcng cc denying 

]0 of requests tor exempt!ons and a ~ime lIne ~or the submlss~on, 

~: review, and grantillg or denying of requests fcr exemption ~rom 

32 one or more standards. 

1] Sec. 2. DEPARTMENTAL REPORT. The department of educatron 

J.; sha~l, by ~an~ary 1, ~993, submit a repo~t to :he genera: 

JS assemh,-y ,'hich contains proposec statutory langllwc;e and 



'e 
S.F. Ci11912 H.I". 

1 departmental guidelines or proposed rules which provide for 

2 the granting of exempti_oflS to sc~oo:s and school districts 

3 which are engagerl in ccm?rehe~sive school transEor~lation 

4 efforts. The proposed statutc:y language 0: t~le departme~ta~ 

5 guidelines or proposed rules sheii include. but are ~ot 

6 limited to, the criteria which will be llsed in deter;ni:~ing 

7 which schools or school districts qualify f?r the granting of 

8 an exemption and identification of che method which '"ill be 

9 used by the department to de[e:~ice that student aChievement 

10 in the schools or school districts will not be lessened by the 

11 granting of the exe~ption. 

12 Sec. 3. Section 1 of this Act is repealed on JU:y 1. 1993. 

13 EXPLjl.NI'.T: ON 

14 This bil! g:ves the director of the department of education 

15 the authority. during the next five years, to grant or deny 

16 nonpublic schools or public school districts exemptions from 

17 the minimum school standards specified in section 256.11 of 

18 the Code. A school or school district that wishes to obtain 

19 an exemption from one or more standards is to submi~ a request 

20 to the department. for review by the director. The request is 

)1 to contdln a description of the plan, the star.dares :hat the 

22 school or district is seeking exemption from and the reasons 

23 that exemption is needed, and idGntification of a me~hoo by 

24 which the schoo], or district will periodically demonst:ate 

25 that student achievement has ~Ot been adversely affected by 

26 the granting of the exemption. The director is (0 develop 

27 criteria and a process ~or the granting and denying of 

28 [eq~!ests for exereptions. The department is, by January 1, 

29 1993. to file a report with t:-,e ger:eral assembly WhiCh 

30 contains pro?osed statutory language and proposed guidelines 

31 or rules that set out the crite~ia for ~he 9~dn:ing of the 

]2 exemption ana identify t~e metho~ t~at WIll be Jsed :0 

23 determine whether s~uden~ aChievemenc is lessened. The 

~c ~uthori~y ~o grant the exempcic~s :5 repealed on J~ly i. 1993. 

15 
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SENATE FILE 2190 
B-5524 

1 Amend Senate file 2190, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 4, by inserting after the word 
4 "standards" the following: "contained in section 
5 256.~: and rules adopted by the state board of 
6 education". 
7 2. Page 1, line 12, by inserting after the word 
8 "standards" the following: "contained in section 
9 256.11 and rules adopted by the state board of 

10 education". 
It 3. Page 1, by inserting after line 32, the 
12 following: 
13 "Sec. Section 256.11, subsection 5, paragraph 
14 e, Code Supplement 1991, is amended to read as 
15 follows: 
16 e. Two additional units of ~e~e~aT mathematics. 
17 Sec. NEW SECTION. 256.37 SCHOOL 
18 RESTRUCTURING AND EFFECTIVENESS -- POLICY -- FINDINGS. 
19 It is the policy of the state of Iowa to provide an 
20 education system that prepares the children of this 
21 state to meet and exceed the technological, 
22 informational, and communications demands of our 
23 society. The general assembly finds that the current 
24 education system must be transformed to deliver the 
25 enriched educational program that the adults of the 
26 future will need to have to compete in tomorrow's 
27 world. The general assembly further finds that the 
28 education system must strive to reach the following 
29 goals: 
30 1. All children in Iowa must start school ready to 
31 learn. 
32 2. Iowa's high school graduation rate must 
33 increase to at least ninety percent. 
34 3. Students graduating from Iowa's education 
35 system must demonstrate competency in challenging 
36 subject matter, and must have learned to use their 
37 minds well, so they may be prepared for responsible 
38 citizenship, further learning, and productive 
39 employment in a global economy. 
40 4. Iowa students must be first in the world in 
41 science and mathematics achievement. 
42 5. Every adult Iowan must be literate and possess 
43 the knowledge and skills necessary to compete Ln a 
44 global economy and exercise the rights and 
45 responsibilities of citizenship. 
46 6. Every school in Iowa must be free of drugs and 
47 violence and offer a disciplined environment conducive 
48 to learning." 
49 4. Title page, line I, by inserting after the 
50 word "Act" the following: "relating to educational 
B-5524 -1-

H-5524 
Page 2 

1 standards,". 
2 5. By numbering and renumbering as necessary. 

By COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

1992 
OLLIE of Clinton, Chairperson 

, 
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SENATE FILE 2190 
Il-5SS1 

1 ~~end Senate File 2190, as passed by the Senate, as 
follows: 2 

3 
4 

1. Page 1, by striking line 16 and inserting the 
following: "district's comprehensive school 

5 transformation plan as described in section 294A.14, 
6 unnumbered paragraph 13, including but not". 

By SPEAR of Lee 
a~55S1 FILED MARCH 26, 1992 
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SENATE FILE 2190 
H-SS61 

1 ~~end Senate File 2190, as passed by the Senate, 
2 
3 
4 
s 

follows: 
1. Page 1, by inserting after line 32, the 

following: 
·Sec. Section 2S6.11A, subsection 2, Code 

6 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
7 2. Schools and school districts are not required 
8 to meet the requirement stated in the standards 

as 

9 adopted by the state board under section 256.17, Code 
10 Supplement 1987, that prohibits an individual who is 
11 employed or contracted as superintendent from also 
12 serving as a principal in that school or school 
13 district ttn~~~-5~iy-i7-i9967-e~eep~-8~-o~herwi~e 
14 ~ro~~ded-in-~h~~-~~b~ee~~on, if the individual serves 
l5 as a orincipal of an elementary school that contains 
:6 only one section of each grade level that is taught in 
:7 the elementary school. Not-i8~er-~han-d8nttary-i, 

18 ±996.-Eor the-sehoor-ye8r-be~~nn~n~-a~iy-i7-±9ge7-~he 
19 boerd-of-d~ree~or~-of-e-sehoor-dis~r~et-or-attthori~~e~ 
20 in-eher~e-of-e-nonpttb~ie-~ehooi7-mey-fiie-e-wr~~~en 
21 reqttes~-w±~h-the-deper~men~-of-edtteetion-tha~-the 
22 depertment-wei~e-the-reqttiremen~-for-thet-d~striet-or 
23 sehoOr7--Phe-proeedttre~-~pee~f~ed-~n-~ttb~eet~on-5 
24 epp±y-~o-the-req~est7" 
25 2. Title page, line 3, by inserting after the 
26 word "circumstances," the following: "providing for 
27 an exception to a minimum standard,". 
28 3. By numbering and renumbering as necessary. 

H-SS61 FILED MARCH 26, 1992 
/lJI..i....J' ~/I\~-I- dJl.-~,~L-.-..-~ ~!Y- C" /"(5-7 ') 

!1 OJ 

By IVERSON of Wright 
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SENATE FILE 2190 
H-5562 

1 ~~end senate File 2190, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 fallows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 32, the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. NEW SECTION. 256.118 ALTERNATIVE 
6 ACCREDITATION PROCESS. 
7 1. As an alternative to the standards and 
8 accreditation procedures contained in sections 256.1L 
9 and 256.11A, and the rules adopted by the state board 

10 0: education to implement the standards and 
11 accreditation procedures, the department of education 
12 shall recommend rules for adoption by the state board 
13 under chapter 17A whiCh provide for the establishment 
14 of an alternative performance-based system for 
15 accrediting public and nonpublic schools by the schOOl 
16 year which begins July 1, 1993. In developing 
17 recommendations, the director of the department of 
18 education shall appoint an advisory committee to 
19 assist the department. The committee shall include, 
20 but is not limited to, representatives from schools 
21 and school districts of different sizes around the 
22 state. 
23 2. The performance-based accreditation system 
24 shall be based on performance and outcome measures. 
25 The measures adopted in the state board's rules shall 
26 include, but are not limited to, the plans for pupil 
27 performance required under section 280.12, subsection 
28 1, paragraphs "c" and "d", the student achievement 
29 goals developed under the guidelines establiShed in 
30 section 280.18, and a recruirement that schools and 
31 school districts identify the means that will be used 
32 to determine and to report on the achievement of all 
33 segments of the student population. 
34 3. The recommendations for rules relating to the 
35 alternative accreditation procedures shall include all 
36 of the following: 
37 a. A requirement that, by January 15 of each year, 
38 the board of directors of each school district and the 
39 authorities in charge of each nonpUblic school, shall 
40 notify the department of education of its intent to 
41 seek accreditation under the alternative performance-
42 based accreditation procedures for the following 
43 school year. A school district or nonpublic school 
44 which notifies the department that it has chosen to be 
45 accredited under this section is not subject to the 
46 standards specified in sections 256.11 and 256.11A. 
47 b. A procedure for determining whether a school 
48 district Or nonpublic schooL is to be accredited under 
49 this section, whiCh shall be identical to the 
50 accreditation procedures contained in section 256.11, 
B-5562 -1-
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l s~bsections 10 ~rough 12. 

Page 29 

2 c. A provis on that, if the state board dete~~ires 
J in its review 0 the accreditation commi[~ee's report 
4 under the alternative performance-based accreditat~c~ 
~ procedllres ~hat a sc~co! or school dis:rict does ::elt 
6 meet the a:ternative performance-based standards, the 
7 state board, in cooperation with the school 0: school 
8 district may choose to use the accreditation standards 
9 contained in sections 256.11 and 256.11A, as well as 

10 the standards unde~ this section, as part of the plan 
Ii prescribing the procedures to be taken by the district 
12 to correct any deficiencies in meeting the alternative 
13 performance-based accreditation standards. 
14 d. A provision for an annual review and approval 
15 process for the accreditation standards and procedures 
16 established under this section, to be performed by the 
:7 state board of education. The process shall include, 
18 but is not limited to, consideration of additio~al or 
~9 revised methods of measuring performance and outcomes 
20 for the purpose of accrediting schools and school 
21 disUicts. 
22 e. A requirement that schools and school districts 
23 which seek accreditation under the alternative 
24 performance-based accreditation standa~ds shall comply 
75 with the practitioner licensing requireme~ts contained 
26 in chapter 260." 
27 2. Title page, line 3, by inserting after the 
28 word "circumstances," the following: "providing an 
29 alternative method of accreditation,". 
30 3. By renumbering as necessary. 

H-5562 FILED MARCH 26, 1992 
~,)<.;,-~",,: /~...I:" ~yJ'-, .... .....:......-.. -:./;'1' (7f. 1,:,,/·6C) 
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By DAGGETT of Adams 
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~g-5565 
SENATE FILE 2190 

,... 1 &Tlend Senate File 2190, as passed by the Senate, as 
- 2 fOllows: 

3 1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the follow-
4 ing: 
S ·Section 1. Section 256.7, Code Supplement 1991, 
6 is amended by adding the following new subsection: 
7 NEW SUBSECTION. 22. By July 1, 1994, adopt rules 
8 relating to student matriculation that prohibit a 
9 student from receiving a high school diploma unless 

10 the student successfully meets the minimum standards 
11 established by the department for student achievement 
12 for the third, seventh, and tenth grades." 
13 2. Page 1, by inserting after line 32, the 
14 following: 
15 "Sec. Section 256.9, Code Supplement 1991, is 
16 amended by adding the following new subsections: 
17 NEW SUBSECTION. 47. By July 1, 1993, in 
18 consultation with school districts, area education 
19 agencies, and members of the general public, establish 
20 a set of minimum competencies or standards that a 
21 student enrolled in the third, seventh, and tenth 
22 grades must meet in order to receive a high school 
23 diploma. Standards adopted shall include, but are not 
24 limited to, alternative standards for scudents 
25 requiring special education under chapter 281. 

~2_67 NEW SUBSECTION. 48. By July 1, 1994, develop in 
~2 conjunction with local schools and school districts a 

28 method or methods for assessing or measuring the 
29 educational attainments of students in the third, 
30 seventh, and tenth grades to determine whether the 
31 students have met or have failed to meet the minimum 
32 competencies or standards for student achievement. 
13 Sec. NEW SECTION. 280.12A STUDENT 
34 ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS -- EVALUATIONS -- REPORTING. 
3S The board of directors of a public school district 
36 and che authorities in charge of a nor-public school, 
37 in addition to the goals and plans determined and 
38 implemented under section 7.80.12, shall implemen~ by 
39 July IF 1995 r student achievement standards 
~o establis~ed by the department of ed~cation for 
~i StU~2iltS in the third, seventh, and centh g~ades. in 
~2 i~plerneilting the standards, schools ~nd school 
41 districts shall require 211 of the followi.ng: 
~~ ~~ T~dt a student is ~ot to r2ceive a high schoo~ 
15 ~~~loma ~ithc~t h~vi~g met ~~e sta~dar2s of ~hls 
L"C sect~on :2q~ired of s~uden~s at t~2 third: 5ev2~c~: 
·~7 a:ld tenth grade levels. 
~2 2. ~hat a s~~den~ ~~0 ~las =~ot cet th~ stan~a(~s O~ 
~9 t~is section requi~e~ c~ s~ude~:s ~t ~he third, 
SO seve~tt; 3nd te~ti gre22 levels sh~!~ receive 2 

5565 -1-
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1 certificate of attendance in lieu of a high schoo~ 
2 diploma. 
3 3. A remedial instructional orocram for st~dents 
4 wr.o ~ail to meet the requirements i; the thi~d, 
5 seventh, or tenth orade standards. The remedia: 
6 instructional prog;am shall include, but is no~ 
7 limited to, one or more conferences between the 

Page 31 

8 parent, guardian, or custodian, the student's teacher, 
9 and the principal of the school that the student is 

10 -attending; notification of a student's parent, 
11 guardian, or custodian, if a student fails to meet the 
12 school or school district achievement standards; and 
13 development of an individualized education program 
14 designed to assist the student in meeting the 
15 standards. Students who initially fail to meet the 
16 standards for the third, seventh, or tenth grade shall 
17 have unlimited opportunities to meet the requirements 
18 during the next succeeding year. Examination times 
19 shall be scheduled at regular designated intervals 
20 during a school year. Conferences between a student's 
21 parent, guardian, or custodian, and school officials 
22 may also include the student. 
23 4. An annual report describing the results of the 
24 administration of the assessment or measu~ement 
25 methods for student achievement whiCh shall be 
26 forwarded to the department of education. 
27 Sec. The department of education shall by 
28 January 15, 1993, report to the general assembly on 
29 the status of the development of minimum student 
30 standards or competencies for third, seventh, and 
31 tenth grade students and the methods for assessing or 
32 measuring whether students completing those grades 
33 have met the standards or competencies." 
34 3. Title page, line 3, by inserting after the 
35 word ·circumstances,· the following: ·providing for 
36 the establishment of student performance standards,". 
37 4. By numbering and renumbering as necessary. 

a-5565 FILED MARCH 26, 1992 
(;_ t.) //. f r-~'~-_/-t~o.!.- ,y/~:Y- <if 1.:,' . .<:-;: i 

By IVERSON of Wright 
HANSON of Delaware 
SIEGRIST of Pottawattamie 
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SENATE FILE 2190 
H-5652 

1 A~end Senate File 2190, as passed by :he Se~ate, as 

1. Page ~, by inserting a~cer line 32 :he 
4 :oclo'''ing: 
s "Sec. Sect~on 256.11A, subsec~ion 3, 
6 \.,i:ln;.;.mbe:-ec paragrapr. ~, d:1C subsect io0. ..), Lln::Lli7.~ereC 

paragraph 1, Code 1991, are amended ~o read as 
follows: 8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 

Schools ana school dist:icts ~~able to meet the 
standard adopted by t~e state board under sect~on 
256.:7, Code S~pp:ement :987, and contained in section 
256.l1, subsection 9A, effect:ve Juiy 1, :989, 
requiring tr.a: on J~ly l, 1989, each boa~d operat:ng a 

14 ~indergarte~ ~hrough grade twelve program prov~de an 
15 a,ticulatec sequential e:emen:ary-secondary guidance 
16 program may, ~ot later than Janua:y 1, 1989, Eor :~e 

17 school year beginning :uly 1, 1989, ~::e a ~ritten 
18 ,equest to the department of education that ~he 
19 department waive the requireme~t Eer that schoo~ O~ 
20 school distric~. The procedures specified i~ 
21 subsecLon 5 apply to the request. Not late: than 
22 3anoa~'-±7-±996 August :. 1992, for the school yea: 
21 beginning Juiv 1, ±996 1992, the board or authorl:les 
24 may request a" one-year exte~sion of the '..;a.ive::-. Not 
2S ±ater-~han-danoa~'-±7-±99±7-~e~-the-~ehee±-,ear 
25 ~e~~nn±n9-~o±'-±7-±99±7-ehe-~ea~ci-er-aothor±t±e~-~ay 
27 reqoe~e-an-edd±e±ene±-ene-,ee~-e~eeno±en-ei-tne 

'1!t!±'t'ee-;-28 
29 Schools and school districts are not requi~ed =0 
30 meet the standa,d adopted by the state board 0: 
31 educdtion u~der section 256.17, Code SUDolemen: 1987, 
32 and contained in section 256.l1, subsection 9. 
33 parag,aph "b", effective July 1, 1990, that requires 
34 the board to establish and operate a media serv~ces 
35 program to support the total curriculu~ until July 1, 
36 1990, except as ot~e~wise p!:"ov:ded :n this s~bsec~icr.. 
37 Not later than 5anoary August 1, 1996 1992, Eo: tne 
38 scnool year beg:r.ning July 1, ±9ge 1992, tne boa~d oE 
39 direccors of a school district, or au:hcrities l~ 
40 charge of a nonpublic school, ~ay Eile e ~ri~te~ 
41 request with tr.e department of educa~ion that :r.e 
42 depart~ent waive the requi:e~ent for that district or 
43 school. The ?rocedures s?ecified in subsectlon 5 
~4 apply to the ~eq~est. Not-~ete~-~~e~-5antlarr-±7-~99=7 
~S fer-~~e-~e~oet-leer-be9~nMin9-50~y-t,-~99r7-t~~-~ea~e 
46 ef-d~~ee~~rs-~~-e-~e~eo~-ei~t~~e~7-0~-etlt~o~~~~ee-i~ 
47 eherQe-ef-a-~en~ob~ie-geheei7-~8¥-file-a-reeoegt-fer-e 
48 ene-7ear-e~eeng;en-ef-e~e-W8iyer;" . 
49 2. 
SO ' .. iOta 
B-5652 

Title page, line ~, 
"Act" the following: 

-1-

H-5652 
Page 2 

1 standa!ds,"# 
2 3. By :enurr.beri~g as 

8-5652 F::ED A?RI: _, 1992 
(, ~J, ,;-/;./ (>!J . 14' 6;1) 

~ v 

by inse[ti~g a~ter tte 
"~elat~ng tc educationa: 

~ecessary. 

By WISSING of Scott 
IVERSON 0: Wr~ghc 

( 
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SENATE CLIP SHEET 

5-5698 

APRIL 16, 1992 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 2190 

1 Amend Senate File 2190, as passed ~y the Senate, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 4, by inserting after the word 
4 "standards" the following: "contained in section 
5 256.11 and rules adopted by tte sta:e board of 
6 education". 
7 2. Page 1, li~e 12, by i~serting after the word 
8 "standards" the following: "contained in section 
9 256.11 and rules adopted by the state board of 

10 education". 
11 3. Page 1, by inserting after line 32, the 
12 following: 
13 "Sec. Section 256.11, subsection 5, paragraph 
14 e, Code Supplement 1991, is amended to read as 
15 follows: 
16 e. Two additional units of ~1!!'II!~ai mathematics." 
17 4. Page 1, by inserting after line 32 the 
18 following: 
19 ·Sec. Section 256.11A, subsection 3, 
20 un~umbered paragraph 1, and subsection 4, unnumbered 
21 paragraph 1, Code 1991, are amended to read as 
22 fellows: 
23 Schools and school districts unable to meet "he 
24 standard adop:ed by the state board under section 
25 256.17, Code S~pplement 1987, and contai .. ed in section 
26256.11, subsection 9A, effective July 1, 1989, 
27 requiring that on July 1, 1989, each board operating a 
28 kindergarten through grade twelve program provide an 
29 articulated sequential elementary-secondary guidance 
30 program may, not later than January 1, 1989, for the 
3: school year beginning July 1, 1989, file a written 
32 request to tte department of education that the 
33 department waive the requirement for that scheol or 
34 school district. 7he procedures specified in 
35 subsec:ion 5 apply to the request. Not later than 
36 ea~~arY-:7-:9ge August 1, 1992, for the school year 
37 beginning July 1, :999 1992, tr.e board or authorities 
38 may request a one-year extension of the waiver. Noe 
39 ~e~e~-~~en-aen~a~Y-~7-~99:7-Eo~-~~e-ge~eo±-yee~ 
40 beg~!'I!'I±!'Ig-JtliY-:7-:99:7-the-boa~d-or-e~~hor±t±I!~-~ay 
41 re~~e~e-a~-add~t±e!'la±-e!'le-year-exte~~±en-of-the 
42 wa±"I!t'. 
43 Schools and school districts are not required to 
44 meet the standard adopted by the state board of 
45 education under section 256.17, Code SUDDlement 1987, 
46 and contained in section 256.11, subsection 9, 
47 paragraph "b", effective July 1, 1990, that requires 
48 the board ~o establish and operate a media services 
49 program to support the total curriculum until July 1, 
50 1990, except as otherwise provided in this subsection. 
S-5698 -1-
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S-5698 
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APRIL 16, 1992 

1 Not later than deM~ery August 1, ~996 1992, for the 
2 school year beginning July 1, ~996 1992, the board of 
3 directors of a school district, or authorities in 
4 charge of a nonpublic school, may file a written 
5 request with the department of education that the 
6 department waive the requirement Eor that district or 
7 schooL. The procedures specified in subsection 5 
8 apply to the request. Net-~eter-theM-dennery-i,-i99i, 
9 ~or-the-sehooi-leer-be9iMMiM9-dtl~Y-~1-199~,-the-board 

10 of-direetors-of-e-sehooi-d±striet1-or-atlthorit~es-iM 
11 eherge-of-a-Mon~tlblie-sehool,-mey-fiie-a-reqtle~t-for-a 
12 one-yeer-exteMsioM-of-the-waiver. 
13 Sec. NEW SECTION. 256.37 SCHOOL 
14 RESTRUCTU~I~G AND EFFECTIVENESS -- POLICY -- FINDINGS. 
15 It is the policy of the state oE Iowa to provide an 
16 education system that prepares the children of this 
17 state to meet and exceed the technological, 
:8 informational, and communications demands of our 
19 society. The general assembly finds that the current 
20 education system must be transformed to deliver the 
21 enriched educational program that the adults of the 
22 future will need to have to compete in tomorrow's 
23 world. The general assembly further finds that the 
24 education system must strive to reach the following 
25 goais: 
26 1. All children in Iowa must start school ready to 
27 learn. 
2e 2. Iowa's high school graduation rate must 
29 increase to at least ninety percent. 
30 3. Students graduating from Iowa's education 
31 system must demonstrate competency in challenging 
32 subject matter, and must have learned to use their 
33 minds well, 50 they may be prepared for responsible 
34 citizenship, further learning, and productive 
35 employment in a global economy. 
36 4. Iowa students must be first in the world in 
37 science and mathematics achievement. 
38 5. Every adUlt Iowan must be literate and possess 
39 the knowledge and skills necessary to compete in a 
40 global economy and exercise the rights and 
41 responsibilities of citizenship. 
42 6. Every school in Iowa must be free oE drugs and 
43 violence and offer a disciplined environment conducive 
44 to learning." 
45 5. Title page, line 1, by inserting aEter the 
46 word "Act" the following: "relating to educational 
47 standards,". 
48 6. By renumbering, relettering, or redesignating 
49 and correcting internal references as necessary. 

S-5698 FILED APRIL 15, 1992 
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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act to permit the director of the department of education to 

waive compliance with the minimum education standards for 

accredited schools under certain circumstances, and providing 
a repealer. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 5619SC 74 

lw/cf/24 



S.F. ________ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 256.9, Code Supplement 1991, is amended 
2 by adding the following new subsection: 
3 NEW SOBSECTION. 46. Grant annual exemptions from one or 
4 more of the minimum education standards to nonpublic schools 
5 or public school districts who are engaging in comprehensive 
6 school transformation efforts that are broadly consistent with 
7 the current standards, but require exemption from one or more 
8 standards in order to implement the comprehensive school 

9 transformation effort within the nonpublic school or school 
10 district. Nonpublic schools or public school districts 
11 wishing to be exempted from one or more of the minimum 
12 standards shall file a request for an exemption with the 
13 department. Requests for exemption shall include all of the 
14 following: 

15 a. A description of the nonpublic school or public school 
16 district's school transformation plan, including but not 

17 limited to new structures, methodologies, and creative 
18 approaches designed to help students achieve at higher levels. 

19 b. Identification of the standard or standards for which 
20 the exemption is being sought, including a statement of the 
21 reasons for requesting the exemption from the standard or 
22 standards. 
23 c. Identification of a method for periodic demonstration 
24 that student achievement will not be lessened by the granting 
25 of the exemption. 

26 The director shall develop a procedure for application for 
27 exemption and receipt, review, and evaluation of nonpublic 
28 school and public school district requests, including but not 
29 limited to development of criteria for the granting or denying 
30 of requests for exemptions and a time line for the submission, 
31 review, and 
32 one or more 
33 Sec. 2. 

granting or denying of request$ for exemption from 
standards. 
Section 1 of this Act is repealed on July 1, 1997. 

EXPLANATION 34 

35 This bill gives the director of the department of education 

-1-
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• 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

S.F . H.F. 

the authority, during the next five years, to grant or deny 
nonpublic schools or public school districts exemptions from 

the minimum school standards specified in section 256.11 of 
the Code. A school or school district that wishes to obtain 
an exemption from one or more standards is to submit a request 
to the department, for review by the director. The request is 
to contain a description of the plan, the standards that the 

school or district is seeking exemption from and the reasons 

that exemption is needed, and identification of a method by 
which the school or district will periodically demonstrate 

that student achievement has not been adversely affected by 

the granting of the exemption. The director is to develop 

criteria and a process for the granting and denying of 

14 requests for exemptions. The authority to grant the 
15 exemptions is repealed on July 1, 1997. 

16 
17 

• 18 
19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 
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32 

33 
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SENATE FlLJ.: 219{) 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO P.DUCATIONAL STANDARDS, TO PERMIT THE DIRf.CrOR OF 

TllE DI-:PARtMENT OF EDUCATION TO WAIVE C()MPLIANCE-; WITH THE 

MINIMUM EDUCATION STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITED SCHOOl,S UNDER 

CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCI:S. AND PROVIDING 1\ REPEALER. 

BE: IT BNACTED BY THE GENERAl, ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE or IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 2S6.9, Code Supplement 1991. ls amended 

by addi.ng the follo',dnq new subRect ion: 

~.~!':f SUaSE~!9~· 46. Grant annual exemptions from one or 

more of the ct\.inimun education standards contained in section 

2,6.11 and rules adopted by the state board of education to 

nonpublic schools or public school districts .... ho are engaging 

in cOl11preheosive school transfor .... ation efforts that are 

broadly consistent with the current standards, but requir~ 

exempt ion f torn one or [":"lore standards in order to implement the 

• 
Senate File 2190. p. 2 

comprehensive school transformation effort within the 
nonpublic school or school district. Nonpublic schools or 
public school districts vi,shinq to be exctr,pted from one or 

more of the mlnimurn standards contained in section 2S6.11 and 

rules adopted by the state board of education shall file a 
request for an exemption with the department. Requests for 

exemption ahall include all Qf the following: 
a. A description of the nonpublic school or public school 

district's school transformation plan, including but not 
limited to new structures, methodologies, and creative 
approaches d~si9ned to help students achieve at higher levels. 

b. tdentification of the standeHd or standards for ~hich 

the exemption is being sought. including a statement of the 

r~ason$ for requesting the exemption from the standard or 

standards. 
c. Identification of a metJlOd for periodic delllonstration 

that student ach1eve~ent w1ll not be lessened by the granting 

of the exempt ion. 
The director shall develop a procedure for applicati.on for 

exemption and receipt, review. and e-valuation of nonpublic 

school and public school district requests. including but not 

limited to development of criteria for the granting or denying 

of requests foe exeMptions and a time line for the submission, 

revie .... , and granti.ng or denying of requests for exemption fron, 

one oe more standards. 

Sec. 2. Section 256.11, subsection 5, paraqraph e, Code 

Supple~ent 1991, is amended to eead as follows: 

e. T~o ~~'.ttti.onal uni.ts of q~"~r'e:l mathertlatics. 

Sec. 3. Section 256.11A, ~ubscction 3. unnumbeeed 

paragraph 1, and subsection 4, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

1991. are amended to read as follows: 

Schools and school districts unable to meet the standdrd 

adopted by the state board under section 256.17. Code 

Supplement 1987, and containeol in secUon 2S6.11, subg(~ction 

9A. effective July 1, 1989. req~~ring that on July 1. 1989, 

(J) .., 
N .. 
<D 
o 
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each board cperatinq a kindergarten throuqh grade twelve 

program provide an articulated sequential ele~entary-secondary 
quldance program rray. not later than January I, 1989. tor the 

school year beqinning July 1. 1989. file a written request to 
the departr!'lent of education that the depattm~nt waive the 
requirement for that school or school district. The 

proced\lres specif1~d in subsection 5 apply to the request. 
Not later than Jan~ftry-1T-1999 August I, 199? for the school 
year beginning July I, 1998 1992. the board or authorities nay 

request a one-year extension of the waiver. Not-iet~r-~hn" 

Ja~aary-iT-1991J-Eer-th~-!eh~o.-y~er-b~~i~nr"9-J~iy-iJ-19917 

th~"boerd-or-aathorttie-!-lI\ey-!'eql;1e~':-n""l!I:ddi:tiol'tal-'ol'te-y~er 

e~ten9to"-ot-the-weiYerT 

Schools and school districts are not required to Mp.et the 
standard adopted by the state board of education under sectlon 
256.17, Code Supplement 1987. and contained in section 2S6.1l, 
subsection 9. paragraph ·'b". effective July 1. 1990. that 
requires the board to establish and operate a media services 
program to support the total curriculum until July 1. 1990. 
except as otherwise provided in this subsection. Not later 

than cfafl~ar:r AU9~~.~ 1. 1998 1992. for the ~chool year 
beqinning July 1. 1999 !J92, the board of directors of a 
school dlstrict. or authorities in Charge of a nonpublic 
school. may file a written requ~st with the department of 

education that the department waive the requlrer:'lenl for that 
district or school. The procedures specified in subsection 5 

apply to the request. Not-~eter-tha~··Jl!I:naat'1-h-~99h-for-the 

gehoo!-,~"r-be~i:"nin~-auir-iT-!99!T-t~~-board-of-diree~ors-~f 

a-!e~e~~-dtstriet7-or-e~t~orities-tl't-enftrqe-ot-a-"on~ah!te 

!ehoo l r -~.tly - f t!e "e - t"eqtl~9!! -tor- e:-O"~ -y~e:r - e)(ten~i on-ef·· ~i'le 
watYer. 

Sec. 4. !!£W .?:~T.!9.~. 2S6.37 SCHOOL Rr.SrRUC'r-u~!NG AND 
EffECT: ... ·£fU:SS . - POZ.ICY -- rWDINGS. 

It is thp. policy of the state ot lova to provide an 
education system that preparps the chi~dren o~ this state to 

Senate PUe 219{). p. 4 

neet and exceed the technoloqical. informational. and 
cOII"JI1unications demands of our society. The general assembly 

fInds that the current education system m\lst be transformed to 
deliver the enriched educatIonal program that the adults of 

the future \0'111 need to have to conpete in tomorrow's world. 
The qeneral assemhly further finds that the education system 
must strive to reach the followin9 goals: 

1. All children in Iowa must start school ready to learn. 
2. Iowa's hi9h school qraduation rate must increase to at 

least ninety percent. 

]. Students qraduating from Iowa's education system must 
demonstrate competency in Challenging subject matter. and mu~t 
have learned to use theIr Minds well. so they may be prepared 

for responsible citizenship. further learning. and productive 
employment in a global economy. 

4. Iowa students must be first in the world Ln science and 
rnathemat ics Clchievernent. 

S. Every adult Iowan must be literate and possess the 

knowledge and sk1lls necessary to compete in a global economy 
and exercise the right~ and responsibilities of cit1zenship. 

6. &very Bchool 1n Iowa nust be free of drugs and violenc~ 
and offer a disciplined environment conducive to learning. 

Sec. 5. DEPARTHENTAL REPORT. The deparlment of educat ion 
shall, by January 1. 1993. subm1t a report to the general 
asse:nbly which contains propoAed statutory language and 
depart~ental guidelines or proposed rules which provide for 

the granting of exemptions to schools and school districts 
which arp. engaged In compreh~nsive school transforer.at ion 

effort~. The proposed statutory language or the departm~ntal 
quidelines or proposed rules shall include. but are not 

limited to. the criteria 1o.·hIch will be used in determining 
.... hich schools or school distdcts qualjfy for the qranting of 

an exemption clnd identificatlon ot the rrethod '",hich will be 
used bV the department to determine that studE-llt aChievement 

in the schoo~s or school districts · ... ili nOt be lessened by the 
grant i ng of the exelT,pt ion. 



• 
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Sec. 6. Section 1 of this Act is repealed on July 1, 1993. 

MICHAEL E. GRONSTAL 

President of the Senate 

ROBERT C. ARNOULD 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 2190, Seventy-fourth General Assembly. 

JOHN F. DWYER 

Secretary of the Senate 

Approved 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD SF 2190 
Governor 


