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Section L. Section 256.3, Ccde Supplement 1981, is amended
by adding the following new subsection:
NEW SUBSECTION. 46. Grant annual exemptions from one or

more of the minimum education standards to nonpublic schools
or public school districts who are engaging in comprehensive
school transformation efforts that are broadly consistent with
the current standards, but require exemption from one or more
standards in order to implement the comprehensive school
transformation effort within the nonpublic school or 3chool
district. Nonpublic schools or public school districis
wishling to be exempted from one or more of the minimurm
standards shall file a request for an exemption with the
department. Requests for exemption shall include all of the
following:

a. A description of the nonpublic school or public school
district's school transformation plan, lncluding but not
limited to new s:zructures, methodologies, and creative
approaches designed tc help students achieve at nigher levels.

o. Tdentification of the standard or standards for which
the exemption is being sought, including & statement of the
reasons for requesting the exemption from the standard or
standards.

c. Igentification of a method for periodic demonsiration
that student achievement will not be iessened by the granting
of the exemption.

The director shall develop a procedure for application fcr
exemption and receipt, review, and evaluation of nonpublic
school and public school district requests, including sut not
Limited to develcopment of criteria for the granting c:r denying
of requests for exemptlions and a time line for the submlssion,
teview, and granting or denying of requests fcr exemption from
one or more standards.

Sec. 2. DEPARTMENTAL REPORT. The department of education

shall, py January 1, 2993, submic a report o the general

assembry whicCh contalns proposecd statutory language and
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departmental guidelines or proposed rules which provide for

the granting cf exemptions to scnools and school districts

which are engaged in ccmprenensive school tvansformation
efforts. The proposed statutcry language or thne departmencal
guidelines or proposed rules shall include, duil are not
limited to, the criteria which wiil be used in determining
which schools or school districts qualify f£or the granting of
an exemption and identification of the method which will be
used by the department to dertermine that student achievament
in the schools or sc¢nool districts will not be lessened by the
granting of the exempt:ion.

Sec. 3. Secticn i of this Act is repealed on July 1, 1993.

EXPLANATION

This bill gives the director of the department of education
the authority, during tne next five years, to grant or deny
nonpublic schools or public school districts eremptions {rom
the minimum school standards specified in section 256.1i1 of
the Code. A school or school district that wishes to obtain
n exemption from one or more standards is to submit a request
to the department, for review by tne director. The requesti :s
to contain a description of the plan, the starndards that the
school or district is seeking exempiion from and tne reascns
that exemption is needed, and identification of a method by
which the school or district will periodicaliy demonsirate
that student achievement has rot peen adversely affected by
the granting of the exemption. The director is ro develop
criteria and a process for the granting and denying of
requests for exemptions. The department is, by January I,
1993, to file a report with the general assembly which
contains proposed statutory language and proposed guidelines
or rules that set out the criteria for the granting of the
exemption and identify the method that will be used to
determine wnether student achievement is lessened. The
authoritly to grant the exempticns 13 repeaied on July 1, 1993,
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SENATE FILE 2190

B-5524
1 Amend Senate File 2190, as passed by the Senate, as
2 Follows:
ﬂ‘ 3 1. Page 1, line 4, by inserting after the word
4 "standards" the following: ‘“contained in section
S 256.11 and rules adopted by the state board of
6 education".
7 2. Page l, line 12, by inserting after the word
8 "standards" the following: ‘“"contained in section
9 256.11 and rules adopted by the state board of
10 education",
1k 3. Page 1, by inserting after line 32, the
12 following:
13 "Sec. . Section 256.11, subsection 5, paragraph

14 e, Code Supplement 1991, is amended to read as
15 follows:

16 e. Two additional units of gemera: mathematics.

17 Sec. . NEW SECTION. 256.37 SCHOOL

18 RESTRUCTURING AND EFFECTIVENESS -- POLICY -- FINDINGS.
19 It i1s the policy of the state of Iowa to provide an

20 education system that prepares the children of this

21 state to meet and exceed the technological,

22 informational, and communications demands of our

23 society. 'The general assembly finds that the current

24 education system must be transformed to deliver the

25 enriched educational program that the adults of the

26 future will need to have to compete in tomorrow's

27 world. The general assembly further finds that the
R. 28 education system must strive to reach the following

29 goals:

30 1. Al children in Iowa must start school ready to
31 learn.

32 2. Iowa's high school graduation rate must

33 increase to at least ninety percent.

34 3. Students graduating from Iowa's education

35 system must demonstrate competency in challenging
36 subject matter, and must have learned to use their
37 minds well, so they may be prepared for responsible
38 citizenship, further learning, and productive

39 employment in a global eccnomy.

4Q 4. Iowa students must be first in the world in
41 science and mathematics achievement.
42 5. Every adult Iowan must be literate and possess

43 the knowledge and skills necessary to compete in a

44 global economy and exercise the rights and

4S5 responsibilities of citizenship.

46 6. Every school in Iowa must be free of drugs and
47 violence and offer a disciplined environment conducive
48 to learning.”

49 4. Title page, line 1, by inserting after the

50 word "Act" the following: “relating to educational
H-~5524 -1-

H-5524

Page 2
". . 1 standards,".
2 5. By numbering and renumbering as necessary.
By COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

OLLIE of Clinteon, Chalrperson
H-5524 FILED MARCHE 25, 1992
GebpZd Al 1954
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SENATE FILE 2190
H-5551

Amend Senate File 2190, as passed by the Senate, as
follows:

1. Page 1, by striking line 16 and inserting the
following: “district's comprehensive school
transformation plan as described in section 294A.14,
unnumbered paragrapn 13, including but not”.

By SPEAR of Lee

O U W o

H-5551  FILED MARCH 26, 1992
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SENATE FPILE 2190
H-5561

Amend Senate File 2190, as passed by the Senate, as
follows:

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 32, the
following: ,

“Sec. _ . Section 256.11A, subsection 2, Code
1991, is amended to read as follows:

2. Schools and school districts are not required
to meet the reguirement stated in the standards
adopted by the state board under section 256.17, Code
Supplement 1987, that prohibits an individual who is
employed or contracted as superintendent from also
serving as a principal in that school or school
district unt+i-duiy-7;-:9987-except-as-otherwise
srovided-in-thia-supaestsan, if the individual serves
15 as a principal of an elementary school that contains
1% only one section of each grade level that is taught in
.7 the elementary school. Net-itater-than-dennary-i;

18 $9987-for-the-scnooi-year-beginning-duty-157-2996;-the
19 board-of-directors-of-a-schooi-distrrct-or-authoritres
20 in-charge-of-a-nenpublic-school;-may-fiie-a-written

21 request-with-the-department-of-education-that-the

22 department-waive-the-regquirenent-for-that-d:strict-or
23 sehooi:--The-proecedures-apecified-in-subsectron-5

24 eppty-to-the-regquests”

b b
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25 2. Title page, line 3, by inserting after the

26 word "circumstances," the following: "providing for
27 an exception to a minimum standard,".

28 3. By numbering and renumbering as necessary.

By IVERSON of Wright
H-5561 TFILED MARCH 26, 1992
/ikc {Lﬁé‘ B D b T -f-///-gl. -\/‘jp P & ™
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SENATE FILE 2190

H-5562

50

Amend Senate File 2190, as passed by the Senate, as
follows:

l. Page 1, by inserting after line 32, the
following;:

"Sec. . NEW SECTION. 256.11B ALTERNATIVE
ACCREDITATION PROCESS.

1. As an alternative to the standards and
accreditation procedures contained in sections 256.11L
and 256.11A, and the rules adopted by the state board
of education to implement the standards and
accreditation procedures, the department of education
shall recommend rules for adoption by the state board
under chapter 17A which provide for the establishment
of an alternative performance-based system for -
accrediting public and nonpublic schools by the school
year which begins July 1, 1993. In developing
recommendations, the director of the department of
education shall appoint an advisory committee to
assist the department. The committee shall include,
but is not limited to, representatives from schoois
and school districts of different sizes around the
state.

2. The performance-based accreditation system
shall be based on performance and outcome measures.
The measures adopted in the state board's rules shall
include, but are not limited to, the plans for pupil
performance required under section 280.12, subsection
1, paragraphs "c" and "d", the student achievement
goals developed under the guidelines established in
section 280.18, and a requirement that schools and
school districts identify the means that will be used
to determine and to report on the achievement of all
segments of the student population.

3. The recommendations for rules relating to the
alternative accreditation procedures shall include ali
of the following:

a. A requirement that, by January 15 of each year,
the board of directors of each school district and the
authorities in charge of each nonpublic school, shalil
notify the department of education of its intent to
seek accreditation under the alternative performance-
based accreditation procedures for the following
school year. A school district or nonpublic school
which notifies the department that it has chosen to be
accredited under this section is not subject to the
standards specified in sections 256.11 and 256.11A.

b. A procedure for determining whether a school
district or nonpublic school is to be accredited under
this section, which shall be identical to the
accreditation procedures contained in section 256.11,

B-5562 -1-
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subsections 10 througnh 12.

¢. A grovision that, if thes state board determires
in 1ts review of the accreditation committee'’s report
under the alternative performance-vased accreditaticn
procedures that a scheol or school district does not
meet the alternative performance-based standards, the
state board, in cooperatlion with the school or schocl
district may choose to use the accreditation standards
contailned in secticns 256.11 and 256.11A, as well as
the standards under this section, as part of the pian
prescribing the procedures to be taken by the district
to correct any deficiencies in meeting the alternative
performance-based accreditation standards.

d. A provision for an annual review and approval
process for the accreditation standards and procedures
established under this section, to pe performed by the
state board of education. The process shall include,
but 1s not limited to, consideration of additional or
revised methods of measuring performance and outcomes
for the purpose of accrediting schools and school
districts.

e. A requirement that schools and school districts
which seek accreditation under the alternative
performance-based accredltation standards shall comply
with the practitioner licensing requirements contained
in chapter 260."

2. Title page, line 3, by inserting after the
word "“circumstances,"” the following: “providing an
alternative metheod of accreditation,”.

3. By renumbering as necessary.

By DAGGETT of Adams
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SENATE FILE 2190

: H-5565
1 Amend Senate File 2190, as passed by the Senate, as
- 2 follows:
3 i. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the follow-
4 ing:
5 "Section 1. Section 256.7, Code Supplement 19¢1,
6 is amended by adding the following new subsection:
7 NEW SUBSECTION. 22. By July 1, 1994, adopt rules
8 relating to student matriculation that prohibit a
9 student from receiving a high school dlploma unless
10 the student successfully meets the minimum standards
11 established by the department for student achievement
12 for the third, seventh, and tenth grades."

13 2. Page 1, by inserting after line 32, the
14 following:
1S “Sec. . Section 256.9, Code Supplement 19%1, is

16 amended by adding the following new subsections:

17 NEW SUBSECTION. 47. By July 1, 1993, in

18 consultation with school districts, area education

19 agencies, and members of the general public, establish
20 a3 set of minimum competencies or standards that a

21 student enrolled in the third, seventh, and tenth

22 grades must meet in order to receive a high school

23 diploma. Standards adopted shall include, but are not
24 limited to, alternative standards for srtudents

25 requiring special education under chapter 281,

'5 NEW SUBSECTION. 48. By July 1, 1954, develop in
27 conjunction with local schools and school districts a
28 method or methods for assessing or measuring the
29 educational attalnments of students in the third,

30 seventh, and tenth grades to determine whether the
31 students have met or have failed to meet the minimum
32 competencies or standards for student achievement.

33 Sec., . NEW SECTION. 280.12A STUDENT
34 ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS -- EVALUATIONS -- REFORTING.
35 The board of directors of a public school district

36 and the authorltles in charge c¢f a nonpublic school,
37 in addition to the goals and plans determined and

38 lnplemented under section 280.12, shall implemen: by
28 July l, 1285, student achievement standards

40 esteplished by the department of educaticn for

41 students in the thiréd, seventh, and centh gradss. In

<2 1laoplenenting the standards, scnocls and school

43 districts shall require 2il of the following:

&4 1. Thuzt oa sL4v°ﬂ* is not {0 receiva a high school

15 dipicme withoun naving m2t the standarcs of thls

<& saction reguired of scudents ai the third, gavescns,

27 and tenth grade izsvels,

48 2. That a student who has 5ot met the standards of

4% tris section reguired of students zif the thizd,

50 seventh, and tenth greds levels ghall receive o
‘-5565 -i-
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H-5565
Page 2
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certificate of attendance in lieu of a high schcol
diploma.

3. A remedial instructional pregram for students
who fall to meet the requirements in the thizd,
seventh, or tenth grade standards. The remedial
instructional program shall include, but is nox
limited to, one or more conferences between the
parent, guardian, or custodian, the student's teacher,
and the principal of the school that the student is

-attending; notification of a student's parent,

guardian, or custodian, if a student fails to meet the
school or school district achievement standards; and
development of an individualized ecucation program
designed to assist the student in meeting the
standards. Students who initially fail to meet the
standards for the third, seventh, or tenth grade shall
have unlimited opportunities to meet the requirements
during the next succeeding year. Examination times
shall be scheduled at regular designated intervals
during a school year. Conferences between a student's
parent, guardian, or custodian, ancé school cofficials
may also include the student.

4. An annual report describing the results of the
administration of the assessment or measurement
methods for student achievement which shall be
forwarded to the department of education.

Sec. . The department of education shall by
January 15, 1993, report to the general assembly on
the status of the cevelopment of minimum student
standards or competencies for third, sewventh, and
tenth grade students and the methoés for assessing or
measuring whether students completing those grades
have met the standards or competencies."

3. Title page, line 3, by inserting after the
word "clrcumstances," the following: “"providing for
the establishment of student performance standards,".

4, By numbering and renumbering as necessary.

By IVERSON of Wright
HANSON of Delaware
SIEGRIST of Pottawattamie

8-5565 FILED MARCH 26, 1992
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H-5652

H-5652

Armend Senate
Izllows:
1. Ppage 1,
foliowlng:
"Sec. .
unnumbered para
o

follows:

by lnserting a

SENATE FILE 2190

File 2190, as passed by tne Senate, as

I'n

ter line 22 :the

Secrt:.on 256.11A, subsectlion 3,

raph I, and subsection 4, unnumdered

Schools and school districts unable tc meet the
standard edcpted by the state board under section
256.17, Code Suppiement .987, and contained :in section

256.11, subsect:
requiring that on July i, 1989, each board operating a
xindergarten tiar

on %A, effective Juivy 1, :989,

ough grade twelve program provide an

articulated sequential elementary-secondary gquidance

program may, not
schocl year beginning July 1, 1989,
request to the department of educa
department waive the reguirement
schoel districe.
subsection 5 apply tO the request.

Zanagary-+7-1996
veginning July

/ e
1, 996 1992, the bcard or authgorici
may request a one-year extensicen of the waiver. No

later than January i, 1989, far che
file a written
tion that fhe
fcr that schocl or
The procecures specified 1n
Not later zhan
August L, 1992, for the scheol yea

taeter-than-dancary-:y~199i;-for-cne-schear-vear
mestnning-Jury-*7-199i7-the-ooard-ar-aurhosreies-may
reguest-un-gddrtionat-ene-year-extengion-st-thne

wasvers

Schools and school districrs are nct reguired ¢
meet the stancar £

education under

and centained in

O

?
¢ adopted by the state board of
section 256.17, Code Supplemenc 1987,
section 256.11, subsection 9,

paragraph "b", eifective July 1, 1990, that requires
the bcard to establish and cperate a mecia services

program to support the total curriculum zatil July

1390, except as

i,
otherwise provided in this subsection.

Not later than Jenuary Auqust 1, 396 1692, for the

school year begimnling Juiy 1, #3598 199

2, the board of

directors of a school district, or authcrities in
charge of a nonpublic school, may file & written
request with the department of educaticn that the
cdepartment waive the requirement for that district or
school. The procedures specified in subsection 5 ‘
apply to zhe reguest. Nes-iater-enen-Jangary-+;-:3932-
&

oef-derpchara-af-a-seheot-d2atrren;—or-autnorrhres—in
charge-asf-a-nenpubire-schooir-may-£fite-a-sequest-for-a
one-vear-extensron-ef-the-warver-"

2. Title page, line 1, by inserting after the
word “Act" the foilowing: “relating tc educatiocn
H-5652

_l_,

ds
3. By renumbering as necessary.

By WISSING of Scott
IVERSON of Wright

FILED APRIL 2, 1992
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Amend Senate File 2190, as passed by the Senate, as
follows:

1. Page 1, line 4, by inserting after the word
"standards"” the following: ‘"contained in secticn
256.11 and rules adopted by the state board of
education”.

2. Page 1, line 12, by inserting after the word
"standards" the following: “contained in section
256.11 and rules adopted by the state board of
education”.

3. Page 1, by inserting after line 32, the
following:

"Sec. . Section 256.11, subsection 5, paragraph
e, Code Supvlement 1991, is amended to read as
follows:

e. Two additional units of genera: mathematics."

4, Page 1, by inserting after line 32 the
fecliowing:

"Sec. . Section 2S6.11A, subsection 3,
urnnumbered paragraph 1, and subsection 4, unnumbered
paragraph 1, Code 1991, are amended to read as
fcliows:

Schools and school districts unable to meet the
standard adop:ed by the state board under sectien
256.17, Ccde Supplement 1987, and contained in section

"256.11, subsection 9A, effective July 1, 1989,

“

reguiring that on July i, 1989, each board operating a
cindergarten through grade twelve program provide an
rticulated seguential elementary-secondary guidance
program may, not later than January 1, 1989, for the
school vear beginning July 1, 1986, file a written
reguest to the department of education that the
department waive the requirement for that school or
school district. The procedures specified in
subsection 5 apply to the request. Nect later than
Samuary-+7-2994 August 1, 1992, for the school year
beginning July 1, %596 1892, the board or authorities
may request a one-year extension of the waiver. HNet
ipbas—eman-Jancvary-57-199t;-for-the-3chooi-year
Beginning-Juiy-27-199:;-the-board-or-authorities-may
regueas-an-addstrenat-one-year-extenstoan-of-the
warvers
Schools and school districts are not required to

meet the standard adopted by the state board of
education under section 256.17, Code Supplement 1987,
ané contained in section 256.11, subsection 9,
paragraph "b", effective July 1, 1990, that reguires
the board to establisnh and operate a media services
program to support the total curriculum until July 1,
1590, except as otherwise provicded in this subsection.

S-5638 -1~
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Not later than danmuary August 1, 996 1992, for the
school year beginning July 1, 2998 1992, the board of
directors of a school district, or authorities in
charge of a nonpublic school, may file a written
request with the department of education that the
department waive the requirement for that district or
school. The procedures specified 1in subsection 5
apply to the request. Net-tater-than-Janusry-1;-¥99%;
for-the-schooi-year-beginning-Juiy-17-199t7-the-board
of-drrecrors-of-g-schoot-dtatriets-or-agthortties—+in
charge-cf-a-nonpublic-sehcot;-may-fiie-a-requesc-for-a
ene-year-extenston-of-the-warvers

Sec. . NEW SECTION. 256,37 SCHOOL
RESTRUCTURING AND EFFECTIVENESS -- POLICY -- FINDINGS.

it 1s the policy of the state of Iowa to provide an
education system that prepares the children of this
state to meet and exceed the technological,
informational, and communications demands of our
society. The general assembly finds that the current
education system must be transformed to deliver the
enriched educational program that the adults of the
future will need to have to compete in tomorrow's
world. The general assembly further finds that the
education system must strive to reach the following
goals:

1. All children in Iowa must start school ready to
learn.

2. Iowa's high school graduation rate must
increase to at least ninety percent.

3. Students graduating from Iowa's education
system must demonstrate competency in challenging
subject matter, and must have learned to use their
minds well, so they may be prepared for responsible
citizenship, further learning, and productive
employment in a global economy.

4. Iowa students must be first in the world in
science and mathematics achievement.

5. Every adult Iowan must be literate and possess
the knowledge and skills necessary to compete in a
global economy and exercise the rights and
responsibilities of citizenship.

6. Every school in Iowa must be free of drugs and
violence and offer a disciplined environment conducive
to learning."

5. Title page, line 1, by inserting after the
word "Act" the following: *“relating to educational
standards,".

6. By renumbering, relettering, or redesignating
and correcting internal references as necessary.

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE

S-5698 FILED APRIL 15, 1992
\,i@z, Comear A /4 ERERS )

Page 13
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sENATE FiLec /70

BY (PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON
EDUCATION BILL BY CHATRPERSON
CONNOLLY)

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date
Vote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ayes Nays

Approved

A BILL FOR

Act to permit the director of the department of education to
waive compliance with the minimum education standards for
accredited schools under certain circumstances, and providing
a repealer.

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

TLSB 5619SC 74
lw/cf/24
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33
34
35

Section 1. Section 256.9, Code Supplement 1991, is amended
by adding the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 46. Grant annual exemptions from one or
more of the minimum education standards to nonpublic schools
or public school districts who are engaging in comprehensive
school transformation efforts that are broadly consistent with
the current standards, but require exemption from one or more

standards in order to implement the comprehensive school
transformation effort within the nonpublic school or school
district. Nonpublic schools or public school districts
wishing to be exempted from one or more of the minimum
standards shall file a request for an exemption with the
department. Requests for exemption shall include all of the
following:

a. A description of the nonpublic school or public school
district's school transformation plan, including but not
limited to new structures, methodologies, and creative
approaches designed to help students achieve at higher levels.

b. Identification of the standard or standards for which
the exemption is being sought, including a statement of the
reasons for requesting the exemption from the standard or
standards.

c. Identification of a method for periodic demonstration
that student achievement will not be lessened by the granting
of the exemption.

The director shall develop a procedure for application for
exemption and receipt, review, and evaluation of nonpublic
schocl and public school district reguests, including but not
limited to development of criteria for the granting or denying
of requests for exemptions and a time line for the submission,
review, and granting or denying of requests for exemption from
one or more standards.

Sec. 2. Section 1 of this Act is repealed on July 1, 1597.

EXPLANATION
This bill gives the director of the department of education

_l_
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the authority, during the next five years, to grant or deny

nonpublic schools or public school districts exemptions from
the minimum school standards specified in section 256.11 of
the Code. A school or school district that wishes to obtain
an exemption from one or more standards is to submit a request
to the department, for review by the director. The request is
to contain a description of the plan, the standards that the
school or district is seeking exemption from and the reasons
that exemption is needed, and identification of a method by
which the school or district will periodically demonstrate
that student achievement has not been adversely affected by
the granting of the exemption. The director is to develop
criteria and a process for the granting and denying of
requests for exemptions. The authority to grant the
exemptions is repealed on July 1, 1997.
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SENATE FILE 2190

AN ACT
RELATING TO EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS, TO PERMIT THE DIRFCTOR OF
THE OEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO WAIVE COMPLIANCE WITH THE
MINIMUM EDUCATION STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITED SCHOOLS UNDER
CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, AND PROVIDING A REPEALER.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATL OF [OWA:

Sectlon 1. Section 256.9, Code Supplement 1991, ls amended
by adding the Ffollowing new subsectlon:

HEW SUBSECTION. d46. Grant annual exemptions from one or
moce of the minimun educatlion standards contained in section
256.11 and cules adopted by the state board of education to
nonpublic schools or public school districts who are engeging
in comprehensive school transforration effocts that are
broadly consistent with the current standards, but requice
exemption €rom one or nore standacds in order to implement the
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comprenengsive school transformation effort within the
nonpubtic school or school distrlct., Honpublic schools or
public achool districts wishing to be exerpted from one o¢
more of the minimum standards contained in section 256.11 and
rules adopted by the state board of education shall file a
request for an exemption with the department. Requests for
exemption shall include all qf the following:

a. A description of the nonpublic school or public schaol
district's school tramsformation plan, including but not
linited to new structures, methodologies, and creative
approaches designed to help students achieve at higher levels.

b. Ildentification of the standard or standards for which
the exemption ls being sought, including a statement of the
reasons for ceguesting the exemption from the standard or
standards.

¢. Ideatification of a method for periodic demonstration
that student achlevement wLll not be lessened by the granting
of the exemption,

The director shall develop a procedure fot application for
exemption and receipt, review, and evaluation of nonpublic
school and public school district requests, including but not
limited to development of criteria for the granting or denying
of tequests for exemptions and a time line for the submission,
ceview, and granting or denying of requests for exemption from
one or more standacds.

Sec. 2. Section 256.l1, subsecrion S, paragraph e, Code
Supplement 1991, is amended ko cead as follows:

e,

Sec. 3. Section 256.11A, subsection 3, unnumbeced

paragraph 1, and subsection 4, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code
1991, are amended to read as follows:

Schools and school districts unable to meet the standard
adopted by the state board under section 256.17, Code
Supplement 1987, and contained in section 2%6.11, subsection
9A, effective July 1, 1989, requiring that on July L, 1989,
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each board cperating a kindergarten through grade twelve
program provide an articulated sequential elementary-secondary
Quidance program may, not later than January 1, 1989, for the
school year beginning July 1. 1989, file a written request to
the department of education that the department waive the
cequirement for that school or school district. The
procedures specified in subsection 5 apply to the request.
Not later than danuary-i7-1998 August 1, 1992, for the school
year beginning July 1, #9998 1992, the board or authorities nay
request a one-year extension of the waiver. HNot-iater-than
danuary-tr-1991;-for-the-school-year-beginning-duty-1r-49937
the-board-or-authortties-may-request-an-additionat-one-year
extension-of-the-waivers

Schools and school districts are not reguired to meet the
standard adopted by the stare board of education under section
256.17, Code Supplement 1987, and contained in sectlion 2%6.11,
subsection 9, paragraph "b", effective July l, 1990, that
tequires the boacd to establish and opecate a media services
program to support the total curriculum until July L, 1999,
except as otherwise provided in this subsection. MNot latec
than Jemoery August 1, $998 1992, for the school year
beginning July 1, 998 1992, the board of directors of a
school disteict, or authorities in charge of a nonpublic
school, may file a written request with the department of
education that the department waive the requirement for that
district or school. The procedures specified in subsection 5
apply to the request. Net-imtee-than-dennary-3v-19917-for-the
schosl-yenr-beginning-duty-it;-19917-the-board-of-directory-af
a-scneok-districty-or-anthorities-tn-chacge-af-a-noapobite
schooly-zey-file-a-request-for-a-one-yeac-extension-cf-sne
watvers

Sec, 4. NEW SECTION. 256,37 SCHOOL RESTRUCTURING AND
ETFECTIVENESS - - POLICY -- FINDINGS.

[t 1s the policy of the state of Iowa to provide an
education system that prepares the chiidren of this state to
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meet and exceed the technological, informational, and
cormunications demands of our society. The general assembly
finds that the current education system must be transformed to
deliver the enriched educational program that the adults of
the future will need to have to conpete in tomorrow's world.
The general assembly further finds that the education system
must strive to reach the Ffollowing goals:

1. All children in lowa must start school ready to learn.

2. Iowa's high school graduation rate must jncrease to at
least ninety percent.

3. Students graduating from lowa's education system must
demonstrate competency in challenging subject matter, and must
have learned to use their minds well, so they may be prepared
for responsible citizenship, further learalng, and productive
employment in a global economy,

4. Iowa students must be first in the world in science and
mathematics achievement,

5. Every adult Iowan must be literate and possess the
knowledge and skills necessary to compete in a global economy
and exercise the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

6. Every school In lowa nust be free of drugs and viclence
and offer a disciplined environment conducive to learning.

Sec, 5. DEPARTHENTAL REPORT. The depactment of education
ghall, by Januwary 1, 1991, submit a report to the general
agsembly which contalns proposed statutory language and
departtental guidelines or proposed rules which provide for
the granting of exemptlions to schools and school districts
which are engaged in comprenhensive school transforration
efforts. The proposed statutory language or the departmental
quidelines or proposed rules shall include, but are not
limited to, the critecia which will be used in determining
which schools or school disteicts qualify for the granting of
an exemprion and identification of the method which will be
used by the department to determine that student achievement
in the schools or school districts wili not be tessened by the
granting of the exemption.
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