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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the income eligibility levei for the payme~t 

2 of indigent obstetrical and newborn care costs. 
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S. f. 

1 Section 1. Section 255A.5, Code 1991, is arne~ded to read 

2 as :o11ows: 

3 255A.5 MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS. 

4 The Iowa depa~tment of public health, in collaooratlOl1 wIth 

5 the depa~tment of human services and in consultation with the 

6 :owa state association of counties, shall adopt rules, 

7 pursuant to chapter 17A, establishing minil"Um standards for 

8 eligibility for obstetrical and newborn care, includ~ng 

9 physician examination, medical testing, ambulance services, 

10 and :~patient transportation COStS, for indigent oostetrica: 

Ii a:1d :1etvborr. care provided by t~e tJl'live!'3:i:ty c;niversi ":t of IO\·Jd 

12 hosp~tais and c:inics and by other llcensed no~pitals and 

13 physicians. The minimum standards for eligibility shall 

14 prOVide eligibility Eor persons with i~comes at or below one 

15 hundred Eft7 e':'ghty-fiv_e percent of the annual reviSIon of 

16 the poverty income guidelines published by the U~ited States 

17 department of health and human services, and shail provide, 

18 btlC shall not be limited to providing, eligibili:y for 

19 uninS:lred and under insured persons financially u~able to pay 

20 for necessary obstetrical and newborn care a~d orthopedic 

21 care_ The minimum standards may include a spend-down 

22 provlsion_ The reso~rce standards shall be set at or above 

23 the resource standards under the federal supplemental securl~y 

24 income program. The resource exclusions allowed ~nder the 

25 federal 5uppl~menta1 security income program sha:l be a~lowed 

26 and shall include resources necessary for self-employment. 

27 EXPLANATION 

28 This bill increases the percent of the poverty income 

29 guidelines published by the United States department of health 

30 and human services from 150 percent to 185 percent for the 

31 determination of eligibility for payment of indigent 

32 obstetrical and newborn services costs. 

33 

34 

35 

-1-

LSB 1073SV 74 

pf/cf/24 



SENATE FILE 115 
H-3524 

1 Amend Senate File 115, as passed by the Senate, as 
follows: 2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 26 the 
following: 

"Sec. 
repealed. -,,-

Section 255A.14, Code 1991, is 

2. Title page, line 1, by inserting after the 
word "to" the following: "the obstetrical and newborn 
indigent patients care program by providing for the 
reversion of the unencumbered balance to the state 
general fund and by increasing". 

3. By renumbering as necessary. 
By HAMMOND of Story 

CARPENTER of Polk 
8-3524 FIL~D APRIL 5, 1991 
tictrt-~ <f/;5h, ref /~5'~) 

5-3439 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 115 

1 Amend Senate File 115, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 26 the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. Section 255A.14, Code 1991. is 
6 repealed. -,,-
7 2. Title page, line 1, by inserting after the 
8 word "to" the following: "the obstetrical and newborn 
9 indigent patients care program by providing for the 

10 reversion of the unencumbered balance to the state 
11 general fund and by increasing". 
12 3. By renumbering as necessary. 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

5-3439 
. f / I (/~51) 

FILED APRIL 16, 1991 ?--,~--<.Q-7'J.<.<.A~ -r'/;u 91 If 
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S.F. H.P. 

1 

2 Section 1. Section 255A.5, Code 1991, is amended to read 

3 as follows: 

4 255A.5 MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS. 

5 The Iowa department of public health, in collaboration with 

6 the department of huma~ services and in consultation with the 

7 Iowa state association of counties, shall adopt rules, 

8 pursua~t to chapter l7A, establishing minimum standards for 

9 eligibility for obstetrical and newborn care, including 

10 physician examination, medical testing, ambulance services, 

11 and inpatient transportation costs, for indigent obstetrical 

12 and newborn care provided by the Bni~e~~~~y university of Iowa 

13 hospitals and clinics and by other licensed hospitals and 

14 physicians. The minimum standards for eligibility shall 

15 provide eligibility for persons with incomes at or below one 

16 hu~dred fifty eighty-five percent of the annual revision of 

17 the poverty income guidelines published by the United States 

18 depa~tment of health and human services, and shall provide, 

19 but shall not be limited to providing, eligibility for 

20 uninsured and under insured persons financially unable to pay 

21 for necessary obstetrical and newborn care and orthopedic 

22 care. The minimum standards may include a spend-down 

23 provision. The resource standards shall be set at or above 
24 the resource standards under the federal supplemental security 

25 income program. The resource exclusions allowed under the 

26 federal supplemental security income program shall be allowed 

27 a~d shall i~clude resources necessary for self-employment. 

28 EXPLANATION 

29 Th~s bill increases the percent of the poverty income 

30 guidelines published by the United States department of health 

31 and ~u~an services from 150 percent to 185 percent for the 

32 dete~mination of eligibility Eor payment of indigent 

33 obstet~ical and newborn services costs. 

34 

35 

BACKGROUND STATEMENT SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 

The income eligibility standard for the Obstetrical 
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S. F. H.F. 

1 Indigent Care (OB) Program is 150 percent of federal poverty 

2 guidelines. In contrast, the eligibility for Maternal and 

3 Child Health (MCH) services and Medicaid for pregnant women is 

4 185 percent of poverty guidelines. 

5 from 150 percent to 185 percent for 

Changing the eligibility 

the OB Program will 

6 eliminate an inconsistency that causes confusion and hardship 

7 for clients. This change would not increase the number of 

8 women qualifying for the OB Program. 
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S F,N/ .. 'l'!:: fo'l1,l:: 1 1 <) 

;..:-1 .:'C'i.' 

iU;LAT I NG 1'0 'rar. OU$'i'l:..tk leAL ;":\0 :-:e:WEO:'~N I:'VI); GF:NT PAT! F:tlTS 

CAR? PROGHA"! BY VROVrOING fo'OR -rm: in:Vi:RSlO~ Ofo' 'i.'Hr: 

~JflFNCU."H3J::IU:O il,\L.'\lJn: 'to 'I'm: 51'ATE: GENERAl. fUND ,\!'!() BY 

INCRF.ASlt:G rH~ INCOMl:: fo;J,Jl;WlI,fTl' LE'/}>:r, l'OP '1'IIE P.,\"{/J,ENT Ofo' 

HlDIGENT OHSTl-;TRICAL AND :"E .... 'i.lOiUl CAR~ cosrs. 

8f: 11' F.NJ\C:Tt;1> BY THE GF.NJ::IU·!. ASSEi-':BI."l or TEE STAfF: m' 10'''''': 

Section 1. Section 2,:):',;.'h Code- 1991, l~ arnf:>nM~d to r .... ld 

!;en~te Pile ll~. p. Z 

~;lc:ome- p:oqr.1M. 1'h~ rE!S()llcc:e (>xclu~.iQn~; all()· .... ,~d Ullo1er the 

f(~dt~r<tl auppl.(>rnent:"d securlt:y inccme [lI'Ggr,lm ~."liJ11 be c11lr.w,~,: 

.1nrl :~hal! include rt~SOurC(>5 rH~C:'~SSiUi' for :wlf'-e:-1l-'loy:nent. 

S~r.. 2. St~ct.ion 2<)'),'\.11, Cod!:'! lQ'91, i:. r('p('al,~d. 

JOf-: .J. h't:[,SH 

Prc!;..d"nt of t!)E! 5,,'nJ.!;:': 

ROAER1' C. A;n~OUL() 

.lO fo11\; .... ,;: Spt~ak.~r of Lh~ 1I01,!")(: 

2~,~)A.~ H1~I/<tUM f.LIGltHr,IT·' S'I'.'\::O,'\RUS. 

'I'h~ 10 .... ·3 u('part,m(~nt of p1lblic h.~.1l.th. in r::011.1bofal\on .... iL':"l 

the dep<1ctlltl'ot of h\.:nan services and in con~'llt.ilt:ion .... ith the 

Iowa state alJscciation of count:ies, '(;h,)ll adopt rulf.>s, 

pJfSuant to chapt(!r lJA, (!stabli5hinq rlinirnum st.ln,jar(ls foc 

cliqi.bility tOl' obatetrical and nt~ .... born carp.. includl.ng 
physician ~xdmin,i1t.ion, lUp.dica1 t..~:.;ting, ;u'luul;lf)ce service'!), 

dnd inlk'lt:ient tran,.;portFltion C(',!~U., for iltdi<jf.;lt 0b:;t.~tcical 

"u;d ne",hol'n r::are provided by the Hld'01I!'I"~tt:i' ul'.l,:_~_!;ity of l,y",,, 

ho:;pl~,als and (;110i..::; and oy Qt.i1(!r licen:;('d t"),;~)ita':'J and 

physicians. Too miniMum stdndards for eli~i~i~ity Shilll 

provide ~li9ibilit,y for p~r50ns with 1ncomC5 ;It ()r hp.1(;w one 

hundred fifty £!.~.nt.1-:-~~ p.~rcent of tt-.e annual rt~vl!;. .. ()n of 

tht:> poverty incorne q;lideli{:(~5 pl\bli~;h(~d by the- United St,\':.e~ 

de-part.rne-:,t of hralth and hll;.lan !;.p.rvic~s. and !l(ld11 prrJvlde. 

but sh&ll not be limitpd to providing. e-l1qi.bility [or 

unin~u.ed dnd uncif!rinR.Uf'cJ p~r:;on'S fU1,lnciilJly un..lble t,Q ~i\y 

for ne~eS3a!y ob~t~trical and newborn care dnd ortnopedic 

care. Thp m~ni.rnllm stalld.1rds nay includ~ a spp.rHi-co ... n 

provlogi();':. Tne resourc(' sta;')cacds !;hall b(.~ !.';(>t. at (,( ,:,b(,ve-

the reso .... rce ~;l<lnd~(ds u;'ld..,r the ff!r.eral H1ip~:,}O!'mpnt:",l !;~t:ur lty 

I ~ercby certify that this bill oriqin4'~(l in the S~nate AI:d 

IS kllDwn as Senate Filc 115, sev(!nty-(ourth (;t~ncral A~sc~bly. 

"pp,,>ved~_Z __ , 

.I0!iN P. rf.1'lER 

S~Cl'etary of th0 S0n,\tE~ 

1991 

TE~{Ri' £:. B;.t,\NSTA() 

Governor 

en 
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