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SPC l 1 on ~. 

Nc';": SUBSECTION. 

4 disc0vcry as provided oy t~15 section in aid of lnvestlgalln~s 

5 and hearlllgs of alleged unfair or discriminatory hOlls:ng or 

6 [Pcli ~rop~rty practlces. Tne suopoenas a~d dlscov~ry way be 

7 ordc!cd to t~~ sa~e extent and are subJect to tne same 

8 lImitations as subpoenas and dlsco~ery in a civIl action in 

Y district court. 

iO NFW suRSECT~O~. , /. 
...~ . To deter proceedings and reEe! a 

•• camplai'lt tc a loca! commISSion Lhat has been recognized by 

12 the ~:lited State~ de?ar~xent of housing and lJrna~ deve~Op~leDt 

13 as having adopted ord_i.:1di~LeS pro·vidlr.g fcir :lol.~.:.nq flghts dl:n 

1,1 remedies tnat a~e s...!.bs::aDtlal~y equ':"valent t:.:> :.--:ose QCd:';t2d 

l~ undc~ (edprdl L7i'.v. 

6 Sec. 2. 601~.8A A9D:TIONA~ U~[~IR 0~ 

17 DISCHIMINA~O~Y P?ACTICCS - ::OlJS 1 e.G. 

oy 

20 rpp~pse~Lali.0r~s r(;~drdlnq ~!:e p:"':t.ry or [>rQ::,pec: lOll? e ~t::-y lit\:O 

2;. a :\~~qLhorhood 0f a person of a pur:~cula!." r:::ce, co::"o_-, creeo, 

22 sex, :-e:i.gior., ndtio;~(.:~ ~;rigin, disab:1~":..y, or ~arr'l::al 

23 St:l~:JS. 

2. 

25 of race, c0:or, c!:f:ed, SPX, rf:<~gjoi, national C::-:gl:1, 

2ri disa.oJll~'t, Or fa!rl:ia" stalus tha: 2 c:"/ellJ.:".g .:s r~ot 

27 avaIlable for J ;1 S ,;)-::":: -:. i o;:~, sale, or ::-ental T:;:i e:-: 

28 availahle for i ns~,. ct ion, salp, Qr re;;tal . 
29 3. a. 

31 bUYE~r O!:" renter Deca.!Se 

32 fG:lG~lll~ 0erSG~5: 

3J ( -, \ 
, , Tha~ ~Hly:...::r '")~ re:~:.c~. 

35 o;../el: ; ng ... ~!..·ter .. "=". so.!.d, :-e .. :r.pc., O( :r.ade a'",al2.an:e. 
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1 ( 1) A pers0n a~sociated witil that ouye~ (): rp~ler. 

2 b. A pe~SO!1 s:~cl.i..l r:ot OlSCrU:I.:.na\:p a.gainst (.Jrlotnp~ per~,on 

0 1n L :1e " p r : v 1 10 9 e . .; .:; f '-~.3: (' 0 ~. r e!' t d 1 () f a 

4 d~cJ.lir:g ~)r jn tlle prOVLSion of services or f2Cl~!~:es ;11 

5 conrlection wit~ the dweillng beCdJSe of a d~~~10i:~·y of an; o~ 

6 tne following persons: 

7 ( 1 ) Thdt ;>erson. 

8 (2) A person resldiilg 1n or lnte~di~q to resIde in that 

9 dwelll~g after it is ~o~d: re~ted, Or made ava!ldole. 

10 (3) A ~)er'5C'~ associu~_ed ;·;itn :hat persor.. 

11 c. For the p\lrrOS~S of this subsection OIlly, 

12 dlSC1"ixillJticr. :!121~dc~ cl~y ()f I.he [ol:owlng ClrcurlstaT)C(~.i: 

13 (I) A refusa: t8 ~er~it, at the expe~5e o~ tt:e di~ah~ej 

14 person, reasonable xoditicatio~s of existinq pre~lse; occupied 

15 or to be occupled Ly ~he person i~ the modiflcat!O~s ~~e 

1n npces:;alj to .:1:forC t.he perso:; fu: 1 e:-l:oYI)'en::. of Lne pr:enl.'-.ps. 

,,,a"::" 17 (7) A ref.Jsa.i. to make ::,e[j,~':Jnable acco:ll:n(;dar::ons l:'i rules: 

• .; .... ,;J.8 p()11Cies, pract!ces, or ser<,;IC!?S, \·;he:-; the accund~()da.t:O;1S be 

19 necessary to afford the pe~son equa: 0ppcrtl.ll1~Y cO ~se an~ 

20 e:ljoy a dwel!l~g. 

( 3 ) Ir c()nflE'ctio~ '.' .. .:.th t:,:e design and ~()n:=;~,r~:rt:.o:. 0: 
22 covered mJ1~~fa~:li d~ell111gs fo::, first occupallcy af~er Marc~ 

23 17, 1991, a ~ai1;;re Lo de~lgn and canstrtlct ~n()~0 d~eliings In 

til a ;1,.:J,flner ::1a~ mE.'er_~ trt: [::-lJ,Qwing [eq~: i remen~s: 

7.5 ( a ) T~e pUb~lC use and common ~se por~ions of the 

26 dwell1ngs are readily accessible tc and usable by Q~sabled 

2"1 persons. 

2B ( b) All doors des1g~ed to a::ow passdge :nto a~d wit~ln 

29 all p~em~ses within t~e dwellings are suEEjcle~tly wide to 

30 allow passage by disaoled pe~sons in wheelchaicS. 

31 ( c ) All prerr~5Ps within the dwel:l.~gs co~taln the 

32 ~ollowinq feat~res of adaptive deSign: 

33 11' An acc€sslb!e route into a~d chrough the dwellIng. 

34 ( : i , Light switches, electrical outlets, thermostats, 

35 ot!ler envlrollme~t~l controib in accessible locatIons . 
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Reinforcements III Ddt!:r;)OPI \va_Is t.o .:.lI..l.()~~] l..a:-pr 

? lnstallat~on of grab bars. 

( i v ) Usable kltch~ns and bathrooms sc :~at d perSOll l~; a 

4 ~iheelchai[ ca~ maneuver abcut the space. 

5 d. Compliance Wlt~ the app~opriate requlre~ell:s of ~~e 

6 lI.rlPr:C'ln natio!1al star:darc for 0;:11(11"g5 a:1d facillt:es pro-

I vidlng acces~ibillty and usab~lity for physlcai~y handicapped 

8 ppople, comrr:only cited as "ANSI A 2..17.i", satls~':"es t::2 

9 !""~qui re-r;-.e./ts of paragraph "c", ::;..;bparagraph (1), sJbpa:-ag:ai!f' 

:0 sl'bdlVisior, (c). 

I l Nuthirq l~ tnlS subsection requires :~lat d dweilj~g be 

12 md(j~ avai:ahle :0 a pe:son ~nose :enancy wou_o constit~~e a 

~1 dl~ect '~~redt :0 the health or safety o~ o::~~~ ppr~on5 O( 

14 wnose Le~a~cy wOLld ~es~.lt l~ subsla~tial p~ys:cal dd:odge ·0 

lS the property of :Jthers. 

~ 6 4 . a. 

17 de~tial real est~te related t~a~saetion3 sha:i ~_ .. 

..:.n :c::-ms 

21 (ac~. COlOf, creed, sex, re~lglQn, ~atlorlal ~::gi~, 

22 dl.sablil.ty, or t2.-:--n1 -: 1.3.1 scatLC;.. 

2:> b cor the pLc90se of this 5ubsectlor., "resice~.t:~.a~ red~ 

74 estate related transacL~cn" rrC2rlS a~y of the ~o:lowing: 

2~ ( , ) To mdk~ 0:: purc~aSt:- :oa:1s o[ p~oviJe ()tr.e r ~!.na:;c .11 

26 dsslstance to purcnase, const:~cr, lrrprc~e, rep~:r, or 

27 maintain a dwel11~(' or to seC~lre ~es:de~t!a: real 2st~~e. 

78 (2) To sell. br0ker, 0: appralse reside~t:ai real esta:e. 

29 5. A persoIl snail not deny a~other perso~ acces~ to, O~ 

32 Or9..-1nl7,a~:on, 0:- f'.\(~111ty reld~ing to :ne bu:,~nl:_")_-. U[ ~··e~~~:lq 

11 or renting dwe:~~~g3, or d!SC(l~l~~dte aga:ns:. a pe~~c~ :~ 

31 tpr~c or condi~:orf o~ access, rresbershlp, or par~ J.c~Pdtial: t:~ 

lS such orgdnlZ2t~on bp~al'se of racp, coler, creed, sex, 
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s.r. " I ("t. 

1 re11gj:)~, national cr:.g~:l, Glsaoil J.ty, or [':":;;':'1.<..:::' stet.'S. 

Sec. 3. Nl:.A' SLCT I ON. 601A.:.IA HO:;S:NG DI~CRrMJNA~TON, 

] 1HR~AT OF FORCE OR !~TrMICATION -- ?ENA~~r. 

4 1. A pp.rsor~ C(;~r1: Ls a p';bllC Qf[e!~::;e if :-.~':P ~H?L'-~Cr:, 

5 whe~ner or not. ~Cl.l:)g ~nder coio~ of la~, hy force o~ l~redt 

6 () f f () r ee, i n t e r: t. Lon a 11 y 1 r: t l ~r: 1 d a ~ ~ s () r ". :-: t p r f f? res ~,-l ~ t·~ :-, ~ 

7 attcn~pts to ir':t~:fere w:th a person u~der a::j of :hp tal ~0\~:J-:g 

d • BeCd~~~ of the person's race, eclar, crec~f s~x, 

)7 fen:ing. OCCUpyl~g, or fina:1cl.ng, cont:act~rg !O(, U~ 

l) negot.!.ating fer :..h~ sale, puccr:ase, r2n:-.2.1, 0;- :::cc'"pc.' :cn ()~ 

l i o. BecClUSP 

( 1 ) 

2) facj~ity deScflt)PO l~ pa~agrapl' "a'i. 

23 Affotdl~g a;lothcr perscn the opportunity or pro~eCt!o~ 

24 to so participate. 

to 7:, 

26 

(3) Lawf~l:y aiding or e~coJrag~~g other perso~s 

participate, without dlscrim~nation beca~se ,)f [ace, co~or, 

2; creed, sex, re::gin~, nalional origin, disao~ll[y, or fami::al 

23 status, in an aC:l" .. :Y, ~ervice, organlzdtlO!l, or fdCility 

2(j dAscr ~ bed in pa:·agraph lid I! • 

30 2 • A person violating t~is section 15 gu!lty of a serious 

3) misdemeanor. 

Sec. 4. Sectlo~ 601~.12, subsectlon 3, Code 1991, ~s 

33 amended to read as follows: 

34 The rental or leaslng of less than 9~~ four rooms 

35 wIthin a s:ngle hOl.Slng acco;l\:1~odatio~ by the OCC'-lpiln~. or c\.;ne r 
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~ of S:.ich housing accomrr.odatlon, if the occupa:;t or Ot.;ne~ or 

2 members oE that person's family reside ~;'e .. ei:t'I .ill. the 
3 dccOIUmodation. 

Sec. ';. Section 601A.l?, s~bsect1011 G, Ddragraph d, Code 

5 !~9" 15 am~llded to read as follows: 

6 a. fa: rt~M~~7 ~~~t:.1 pe: cent Occupancy Cj ,;~ t ~east onp 

7 pe~~n~ ~iftY-~lve yea~s of age 01 older per unIt, d~d 

R provld!rlg signlficart Eacillties a~d servi~es speciflca11y 

9 dt?s,ig:1ed to ;neet :;;e p~ys:'cal or socIal ~eeds of SL.ch F~~-S0::::'. 

1.0 S ... c:. 6. SECTION. 60:1' .. 12A II.DDITIONA:' HOUSING 

II I:.XCEYfION. 

12 Section 601A.BA does ~Ol prohibit a person engaged In tne 

13 b~si~es5 of f~rnishlng appraisaJs o~ real estate frem ta~i~g 

:4 into corlsideratloll ~actcrs othe~ than race, color, crepd, sex, 

LOS religl.on, J)a':lo~'.a: Crl.<;;l;'t, d::.sab:.:'ity; or :anil.:.:l:' st.a-:::..<s :..n 

It> appraising real f?:.;!":()re. 

.!. 7 Sec. 7. NEW S!::Ci': ON • GOIA. ~ 5;\ ADJITIO{\,j\:· PROC::_1~:):NCS . 

18 HOdS:.NG D:::SC!{J~\'N,1.?IO~. 

1. a . 

70 corr.p':"dint as al~ ddc: Llor.al 0:'- 5u0st.:.tute responop.r!t if ':'n -:r.e 

21 COil: se of the ~ ;;ve3:: 2. gil t"': OD 1 ::he conr:i.,']sion dete:"(:;l~~S tha:. 

22 ttp person sho~ld be alleged to nave commItted a 

74 o. In addit':();J Lc trot' information reqllired i:; the nor lce, 

25 the commisslon shal: ·,~cl~de In a l:otice to a respo~cen:: 

26 jOlned under this ~.~~SPCt1.0~ an exp~a~a::ion of the basts ~Q[ 

27 the dptermlnatinn ~Inder this s~bsectio~ t~at the p2r30n :.s 

28 properly Joined as a ~espondpnt. 

31. charge or a disl,.::.;:-=..=:l by ::hE' corr;~~i.ss.:o:;, to tr:e e.<:::en7" 

]2 feasible, enqagt? :~ ~edlatio~ wi~tl r~s~pc~ to t~~ corrp~al~~. 

3:' approval. 
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~ !':VE:st isa: ~on. 

j • J. 

/3 com.:'isl".:dC:1 indY d:Jthuriz2 a c:vil ~r;tion for app·:':'~["":'d:-.t-: 

24 tenpo~ary or prellffil!lary ~elie~ pendi~9 final dlSpC5it~O;1 o[ 

7~ the complalnt, 
, C 

Lu b. On receipt of the co~mlssion's authorl~~t:0n, t~!e 

27 attorney gen\?ral snaJl ;>romptly file t;~c ac~.io::. 

78 c. A texporary restra£n~ng order O~ othe~ o~de~ gralltlng 

29 prelirt:lnary or :enporary ~elief under :nis seclion is gover~pd 

10 by :he appllcdbl~ lo~.;a ru;'es of c:'v:.l pcoceJl1re~ 

d. The fll:~g of a CiVIL actio~ \jnder t~lS sectlo~ dces 

32 not affect the inltiateon or con[enuation of ad~1~lS[[dC1Ve 

33 proceeding~ 111 regard to an acmi~lstra~1ve nearing. 

31 , .. . a . The con~ission sha:~. prepa~e a [illal investigatl~e 

35 report. 

-5-
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I h. A fInal report tinder this sectioIl rray be a~ended by 

2 COIll~IlSS'On if additional eVidence is d,scoverpC:. 
., 
J a. ~he commission shall dete[m~ne based 0 " 

., ~he fact.s 

4 wherncr probable cause exists to believe that a dlscrinl:natory 

S ho~sing or real estate prac:.lce :-las oc.curred Gr ':'s aoout tu 

6 occur. 

7 b. The comrrlssion shall make its deterrrinatio~ under 

8 paragraph "a" ~ot ~ater th~~ one hundred days ~fter a 

9 C()!nr~a~r.c is f.:led unless any of tr.e fo:!.l();·'~ng appl:es: 

1 0 ( 1 ) It is :npraccicable to make tr.e dete~~.i~ation wIthIn 

11 that tjm~ period. 

(7) The COi'\\H11.SSl.Cr: has approved a I'"'!~diat ion a<jree~iP;1~ 

13 rcldtir~q to the c0ffiplai~t. 

c. 

IS t.he tlrre oeried provided by parag~aph "b", the CQnrri15S:011 

16 ~1~d11 no~ify t~e complai~a~t and responde~t l~ writing oi t~e 

1.7 

18 

rea~()ns for the delaj. 

d. :t tllP cO~~lssioi~ det-.errr:l::es that prUDdh:e ca ... lSC 

19 ::u nel te'le thal a c'::'scr i~i nat.·-:·r-y hutlsj ~.g or reLi! eS~dt\~ 

ex:-=,rs 

20 pruc:::icE;J has occurred or is abouL to OCCI!r, t':'? COjYl,rl.:-;~:'')r. 

7.~ shct;.~ i.m:t'~d~dtE;Jly :ss,Jc a d~:prrnl.r.alicj) uo..:..ess tne C8i1:;;!L:-;S:C;~1 

22 dp~ermlilcs lM~t the legality of a zonIng or land ~SE 1.aW ur 

2 J
• ~)rdi~~a:~ce IS involved as provi.ded in subsectl()~ 7. 

24 6. a. l\. detc!.~in'-.l:-.io!1 :ss0ed ....lnder s ... DseC::.LOr' 5 i~;~.SI_ 

26 ( 1 ) Must co~~ist of a short and pIal:: state~e~: of t~c 

27 facLs on t.ll:ich the r(i(!11T;lss':"on has :our:d probab; e ca~3e t".O 

78 belIeve that a d~~l:~i~lnatory hous~~g or real esta~e p:aCtlcP 

29 has occurred or IS abo~~ to occur. 

10 

" .; I 

-, , , , 

( 2 ) 

( j ) 

b. 

M~st be ~ase(i Q~ ~he ~irlal l~vestlqdt~~e r2pO~t. 

Need nc~ O~ limited to the fact~ or grOt;~~3 a~lesed Ln 

14 3 Je~e~~i~atio'~, the com~l~s~~OI~ sl~all ~e:!6 a co~y uf t~e 

1') dc,::prIr;i::.=l~lOr; '>Ti!-.n i:1:=O~r:'j:::o:~ C::'i~ccc;~lng L:1C' ;,2'~e-::";lon u:~Ger 
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~ SP.:2~:lCrl nJIA.:6f!. to al: of the fo]10:'''1:~-j P::-;"SC:i':.: 

2 (1) Each responde:1t, together ,,.,i:h a nOt 1'_-:' "feh€' 

3 opportunity for a nearing as provided ~11der scbseccio!l ~O . 

.', (2) =ach aggrieved per30rl o:~ t·;r.ose beha.:.f ".:-:2 corapla7n: 

'i 'Nn'" f:led. 

7. 

7 the legality of 2 state or Ioca! ZOll1119 or other land use 

8 ordina~ce, thp commission shall ~o: lss~e a de~c~mi~atioIl 

9 sr:ai 1 !mmediately refer the xatter to tte 

10 appropriate dction. 

1 r' ,~ c., •. \~ 

11 8. a. If the commjss~on dete~:nines that !~0 probab:l.~ Cdl.iSe 

12 eXl~;ts to believe t~dt a disc~i;ninatory hOUSl~g or re~l es:atc 

l~ prac~ice has occurred or lS about to occur, the CC!l~~i~SlO~ 

14 sha~l promptly dl.smlss the comp!aint. 

lS b. The comml,;sion shall make pUh'-lC dIsclosure of eac.t! 

!6 dlsmissal under t~is sect~on . 

l7 9. The commiSS1C~ shall ~o: Issue a determInation under 

tB this section regarding an alleged discrim~natorv hO~51ng or 

19 real estate practlce after the beginning of ;he [r1dl of a 

70 CIVIl actIon comme~ced by the aggrieved party ~nde( federal or 

21 state law seeking relief WIth respect to that dl~C[lm1natory 

22 nous~ng or real estate practice. 

1 O. a. If a tImely election IS not made under section 

24 601A. l6A, the commission shal 1 p~ovide for a hea~ing O~ th2 

2S charges in the conplaint. 

26 b. Except as provided by paragraph "c", the hea~ing shall 

27 oe conducted in accordallce with chapter 17A for contested 

28 cases. 

29 c. A hearing under this section snaIL not be continued 

30 regarding an alleged discriminatory hO~Slng or real estate 

31 practice after the beginning of the trial of a cl~i: action 

37 commenced by the aggrieved person ~nder federal or state law 

]3 seeking relief With respect to that discrlm1natory hous~~g or 

'_ 34 real estate prace ICt". 

'1,35 11. a. If the commissl(:;n determines at a hearlng under -;, ., 

-8-
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1 subsection 10 t!':at d responcJe!lt r.as engaged or 1.5 about to 

2 engage in a discriminatory housing or real estate practice, 

3 the commission may order the appropriate relie~, including 

4 actual damages, reasonable attorney's fees, court costs, arld 

5 other 1.n]Ullctlve or equitable rel1.ef. 

6 b. To vlndlcate the public interest, the co~m:ss:on may 

7 assess a civil penalty agalnst the respondent In an amount 

8 that does not exceed the followlng applicable amOllnt: 

<) (1) Ten thousand dolla~s if the respondent hus not open 

10 adj~dged by the order of the commiSSion or a COJrt to nave 

11 committed a prior discriminatory hOUSIng or real estate 

12 practIce. 

13 (2) Except as provided by paragraph "~CO, twenty-five 

14 thoJsand dollars if the respondent has bee:l ad]udgpd by order 

15 of U-,e COOL11lSS10n at a COelr:. to have CG"TIrri ttecJ or.e other 

16 olscrimir;ator': ~o\lsir.g Or re-31 2sta:e practice j·";flng t~2 

17 five-year perlod end;,,} on the date of the fll ing of tne 

18 complatr,t. 

19 (3) :::XC€pt as provlded by paragrapll "c". f 1 fr.'! thou3ar.d 

20 dollars if the res~0nden~ has been adjudged by oreer oE the 

21 cOlmnissior. or a court to have corr.rnitted two cc more 

22 dlscriminatory ~ousing or real estate practices dJrlng the 

23 sever.-year per;od ending on the da~e of the filing of t~e 

24 complaInt. 

25 c. If the acts COIlstlt~ting the dlscciminatory hOels~ng or 

26 real estate practicA that is the obJect of the con~lalnt ~re 

3~f~27 committed by the sar~ person who has beer. rrev!o~siy adJudged 

28 to have conLTtitted dcts constituting a di.scri.rr..!.t!ato:y !":ousln<; 

29 or re~l estate practice, the c:vil penalties tn parag~dph l'~I!, 

30 subparagraphs (2) and (3) ~ay be :mposed Wltt:OIIL regard to ~~e 

21 period of :irr.e ·.·}i~hir: ... ·;hlen any o:her di.scrliri~dr.;·<y housjnq 

12 or real estate practice occurred. 

31 d. At the request of rhe commLssion, the attorney ger.eral 

34 shal 1 lnitlate legal proccedl~gs to recover a CIVil penalty 

3S due t.nrler thls section. l'tH1ds colj.ec~ed under thiS section 
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S.F. H.F'. 

~ h" 
I.. s .. a ~ 1. be paid te) the treasurer o~ state [or C~pUSlt In t!1e 

2 state treasury to i:he credIt of t:"e genc'::d~ f.~r·.c1. 

4 HOUSING. 

a. A conplaindn:, a :-espondent, or dn aggrle~ed oe[SQ~ 

fi Qn whcse behalf the compla~~t was flled ~2! e:~c~ ~o ~ave Lhe 

7 cr.arges asse:ted in the corr.p~aln: declded :'1 a clv:l acticn as 

8 provided cy sectton 601A.17A. 

9 h. The elec~io~ ~ust be J'dde not :ater ~hnn twerl~y days 

10 after 1.he date of receipt by the electlng pe:son uf 3e~v~~p 

11 ur:der section 601A.15, s~bsection 5, cr in the case of. the 

l2 commission, :lOt. later thdn t ... ·lenty days after t}"'!f:\ :-}<3le the 

13 dete:~lnation ~a3 issued. 

14 c. The person ma~ing the election sr.all give no~ice to ~hp 

15 commlSSiOll and to all other complainallts and respondents to 

16 ,.,hOiO the elecLion relates. 

17 2. a. An aggrieved person may :11c a Clvli act:.on 1:1 

18 d.str!ct courr nut later tha: two years aEler the occurrence 

19 of the terminatloll of an alleged discrlml~atO[y nous:ng "r 

20 real estat£> practice, or the b:each at a rned':'dt.~.()r~ agree:r-=nt 

21 entered into ll~der tnis c~apter, whIchever ocel.lrs last, cO 

22 obtain approprIate rel~ef With ~espect to the dlsc~imil~dtory 

23 housing or real estatE prac~ice or breach. 

21 h. The t\oJo-year perlod does ~ct lrc'ude any lifol" dlJ"lng 

2S which an admlnlstrative hearIng under thiS chapter is pe~dlng 

26 with respect to a complaint or charge based on the 

27 discrlminatory hOUSing or real estate practice. ThIS 

28 subsection does not apply to actlons arising from a breach of 

29 a mediation agreement. 

30 c. An aggrieved persor' may file an action under ':his 

]! section whether or not a dlscrimlnatory hOUSI~g or real estate 

32 complaint has been flIed under section 60lA.15A, and without 

33 regard to the status of any dlscrl~lnatory hOUSIng cr rcal 

.:_ 34 esta'::e 

35 d. 

complain,:: filed under that sectIon. 

If the co~~ission has obtained a mediatJon agreement 
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s.r. :l.r. 

1 with the consent o~ an aggrieved person, the aggrieved person 

2 snaIl ~ot file an action under thIS section with ~espect to 

3 the alleged discriminatory practlce that forms tne basis for 

4 the complaint except to e~fQrce ~hQ tertns of the agr'eerr:en~. 

5 e. An aggrieved person shall not file an act'on ur.der this 

6 sect~0n with respect to an alleged discriminatory nous:ng or 

7 real estate praclice that forms the baSiS of a charqe issued 

8 by the commisSion if t~e commlssion has begun a hearing 

9 record unde( this chap:er wi:~ respect to the cb.a~ge. 

10 Sec. 9. New SECTION. 601A.:7A CIVIL PROC£~D:NGS 

II HOUS::NG. 

.' on .... r.e 

1. a . If c~mely election is made unde~ seC:lon 60lA.16A, 

S-.lbSeC7ion 1, cr:e cor.tr.lission s!ia11 autr.orizp., and not ldter 

14 than thlr~y days after the e:ect:on is made, the a:tor~ey 

i5 general shall file a CiVil ac~ion on behalf of the agqr10ve~ 

16 person i~ a district court 3eek:ng relief, 

17 o. Ven~lp for an action ~nde~ tnis sectiorl IS l~ 

18 in ;mlcn :he a: leged dlscrim~na:o,y ho':sing O~ rcal 

19 pracLice occ~rred. 

es:~te 

20 c. An aggr:eved perscil IUdY i~t.erve:\e 111 the a,~~~on. 

21 d. If the d~s~rict court ~inds that a disc:~n!na .. ory 

22 hOU511lg or real esta~e practIce has occ~rreJ or IS ahou: to 

23 occu:, the dis~rlct co~rt may gran~ as relie~ any re:ief tnat 

24 a ro~rt may gral1l :~ a civil aC~10~ under s~bsec~:on 6. 

2') P. If monetary re~ief IS sough: for the be,lef!t of an 

26 aggrIeved person wno does not intervene in the civil actlon, 

27 the distr:ct cour~ shall not award the nonetary reI icE it that 

28 aggrieved person has not complied With discovery orders 

29 entpred by the dis:r!c~ court. 

10 2. A ccn~ISS1011 order ~nder 5ectlc~ G01A.JSA, subsectIon 

31 11, does nut affect a ccntract, sale, enc~mbranc2, ()f lea~c 

33 alld :nvoived a bona fide p~rcnase~, enc~~~rd~cP~, or te~.a~~ 

34 who 0id not have actual I~Qtice of the charge issued uncle: thiS 

15 chapt.er. 

. " 

• 

• 



Ie 
S.F. 

3. If ttJP comrr.:SStO:1 l.::;s....;es an order \·;j.:,:h rC3~f:ct- to a 

.i: r r.\:" COJr:-:;c uL 

3 a business Sllb]eCl to a !icP~Slnq or regutatco~ I,y a 

'I (-juve:r:ment.al agenCf, the (:u1',n:':;:=:'10n, n0t: iate: :.hcJn tnl.!:t y 

5 days after the date of lSS~d~ce of the o:dec, stldll do al: of 

6 the EollOl>;ing: 

7 d. Send COpiES oE the :lnd:ngs and :~E order to the 

8 governmental agellcy. 

9 b. Recommend to t~e goverllrne:!tal agency appropc_ate 

10 d1sciplinary act1on. 

11 4 • If the cOinnlission iss~es an order aga:~3t a respondent 

12 against who~ dDother orde~ was issued wit~lil the prec~citnq 

13 flve years under sectlO:1 6UlA.15A, sllbsect:on 11, the 

14 cOln~i~5l0n shal: send a copy of each crder Issued u~der that 

15 sectlon to the attor~ey ge~eral. 

16 5. On appllcation by a person allegi~g a d~5crlmlnatory 

17 hrus1ng practice or by a person agains~ whom d discr1m1natory 

18 pract1ce is allege~, the d1strlct COllrt may appoint a~ 

19 attorcey for the perso~. 

20 6. In an action under th:s sectlon, if :n~ d1strlC~ co~rt 

21 finds that a d:scr:ninatory Ilousing or real es~a~e ~rdctlce 

22 has occurred or lS aboljt to occur, t!le district CO~[t may 

23 award or iS5lJe to the p~aintiff one or more 0f the followl~g: 

24 a. Actual and punitive damages. 

25 b. Reasor.able attorney's fees. 

26 c. Court costs. 

27 d. Subject to sllbsection 7, any permanent or temporary 

28 lnjunction, temporary reStralnlng order, or other order, 

29 includlng an order enjoining the deEendant from engaging 1n 

30 :he practice or orderi~g appropriate affirmative actlon. 

11 7. Rel1ef granted under this section does not atEect a 

32 contract, sale, encumoraClce, or lease tnat was consC:I1'""ated 

33 ~efore the grant1ng oE the relleE and involved a bona fide 

34 purchaser, encunbrancer, or tenant wno did not have actual 

35 notice of the filing of a complaint under thiS chapter or a 

-12-
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1 civil action under th1S section. 

2 8. a. On the request of the commission, the attorney 

3 general may intervene in an action under this sectlon if the 

4 comnllssion certifies that the case 1S of general pUblic 
5 impor tance. 

6 b. The attorney general may obtain the same relief 

7 available to the attorney general under subsect10n 9. 

8 9. a. On the request of the commission, the attorney 

9 general may file a civ1l action in distrIct co,,:t ~or 
10 ~ppropriate relief if the commission has reasol!able cause to 

11 believe that any of the following applies: 

l2 (l) A persJn :s engaged 1n a pattern or practice of 

l3 resistance to the flill enjoyment of any houS~llg right g~a!ltpd 
14 Oy this chapter. 

IS (2) A person nas been denied ar.y housing fIght granced uy 
16 this chapter and that denial raIses an Iss~e of general p~olL': 
17 

18 

1mportance. 

b. In an acL.<)n under this sect':'on, the dist~ict ccur~ may 

20 (1) Order pre~entive reilef, inci~ding a per~anent or 

21 temporary In]unctio~, restraicing order, or othec order 

22 against the perSall responslble for a v1olation of housing 

23 rights as necessary to aSSllre the full enjoyment of th~ 
24 hOU5i.lg rights grd~ted by this chapter. 

25 (2) Order ano~he[ appropriate relief, incl~dltlg the 

26 awarding of mo::etdcy damages, reasonab::e attorney'S fees, and 
27 court costs. 
28 

29 

30 

J~ 

32 

( 3 ) 

penalty 

exceed 

(a) 

( b) 

To vindlcate the public Interest, assess a civil 

against the respondent in an amount thdt does not 
any of t~e following: 

Fifty t~ousa:\(1 do1l2r~ for a ~l[st vlolatl,)n. 

One hJ~dred thOusan(~ do:lars for a second or 
33 SUDsequent v1olatlon. 

34 c. A person may intervel~p in an actIon ~rlder this sec:ion 
3~ if the pe:son is any of tne [u!lowing; 



S.F. 11.:. 10 S t, ._----

1 (l) An aggrleveJ perso:1 to the discr~r-:1':':~.3to~y hOU:';ll;g or 

2 real estate practIce. 

:l (2) A party t;) d meclat Ion agrecrr,en: COnCerl!"!" r.np 

4 discriminatory ho~~inq or rea] estate pracLlce. 

S 10. ~'he attG:~ey generdl, orl bpna~f of t:he CG8GisSiO~ or 

6 otner party dt ~'J~nse !:"equest a sL:bpo~r.d .is ::.;;:-, .. lPc..~, ::!a:;.' pr-;:ofce 

7 the suhpoena i~ approprldte prncepdlngs ~n ~:sLr:c~ eOuCt. 

8 ~~. A COlle: In a c1vl: actio~ brought under :tl~ sectIon 

9 !,r- '.:he CO:~tr~1l5S~on 1 n dr, ad),i':':;i~trdtivp. :1p.ar:ng ilr:CPr- sect]:)n 

10 6CIA.!5A, subsect:o~ :1, rray award reasol1able 3t~orney's ~~eA 

11 to the preva:llng party dnd assess court cosrs aga!nst the 

;7 nOllprevalllng party. 

Sec. 10. NEW SCC~:ON. 601A.20 EFFEC~ O~ OTHER ~AW. 

:4 1. T~ld chapter doe~ not affect a reaso~~hle local or 

15 state restriction O~ t~e rnaxinun !lu~ber o~ Occ:J?dn~S permitted 

16 tCI occupy a dwelling or restriction relatlng to npalth or 

17 safety ~tandards<. 

.~ 8 2. This chapter does no: affect of 

19 non(ji~crim!nat:on In ot~er state or fedAral law 

20 ::XPLANATION 

71 Tllis bill prov_dps addItIonal procedures. civll rerned.e3. 

22 and a criminal pel!alty for Jnfalt or discriminatory hOUSing or 

23 real estate pract.lces. The IO'va civil flghts cOircnisslon may 

24 iSSI1C subpoenas and order discovery In support o~ 

2S investigations a~d hearir.gs related to unfair or 

26 dlscr:~inatory ho~slng or real estate practices. The 

27 commission may refer cornplai~ts to local agencles who are 

28 recognized by the United States department of housing and 

29 urban developme:lt as haVing ordinances enforcing fair hous~ng 

30 rights. 

31 Under thiS bill. persons are prohibited from dIscriminating 

32 on the baSIS of race, color, creed, sex, religion, national 

31 origin. dlsabilLty. or familial status With regard to 

34 inspection. sale, or rental of dwe~llngs. Discrirninat:on also 

35 lncilldes refusal to permit reasonable modification of property 

-14-
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: •. i. _ r.rJ _ ..... ~. !c:..---

I for dlsabled persons wllo will pay foc the ~odi[~catio~, 

2 refusal to make reasonable accorr.modations In culEs, policies, 

J practices, or services, and failJre to include design and 

4 construction standards to assist disabled persons ill 

5 multifamIly dwellings constructed for first occupan~y atter 

6 March 12, 1991. 

7 A person who intentionally intlmidates or USPS focce or a 

8 threat of force to In~erfere With ano:her pecson's ho~si~g 

9 :lghts or business dealings re1ating to hous~ng, :5 gUllty at 

10 a serlOus mlsde~eanor. 

11 The commiSSion may join a person as an additional 

12 rcspundpnt to a ho~si~g dlscrlrrination cO~!plal~t if d~:~:~g 

13 invest".lgation, ev!.c.e:iCe S!10\';S the per-SUI! sr!ouJd be al':"pged to 

14 have commItted a dlsc~im~natory hOUSing practice. 

15 prclcedures are prOVided to provide for med~atlo~ of 

16 discrirelf~atioIl complaInts. The COrr.IE1SS':"Oi~ may a.:~tr-:o;i%e c:v:':' 

17 action for temporary or prelllcinary relief pend.ng ~~rlai 

]8 disposition of a conlpld~n~. 

19 It the comM~ssion ~inds at a hpar~ng that d respollde:lt ~c a 

20 comp~ai~~ nas engaged J.n a dlscri~i~a:ory hOGSlnq or re61 

21 pstale practlcP or· lS aoout to engage i~ a d~sc:!mindtnry 

22 1-'['1ctlce, the conp\lssl.on may order appropr:a:f: "[e::"lef 

23 including actual dawages, reasonable attor~eyls fees, COllr~ 

24 costs, and other injunct" lve or- equitable reJ 1(,[. 

2') the pClbllC interest, the cQ~rr~SSioIl may also ~SSPS5 a CIV~: 

26 pena l ty up to $50,000 depelldl~g on the responder~'5 prior 

27 record of corr~ltted dlscr~mlnatory pract'ces. At the reqllPs t 

28 of the comrnlSS10ll, the altorrley general Shdl~ l~stit~;~e legal 

29 proceedings to <ecove~ a C1Vll penalty due !~om a respcnde~L. 

JO Moneys collect~d are ~o be credIted to the ~a"r ho~slnq fund. 

31 Under the bill. a compla~lldnt, a respondent, or an 

J2 aggrieved perse)n on ~nose behalf a complaint ~as ~iled maj 

jJ plect to resolve t~e corrpla:I!~ by fili~g a civil ac~ion In t.he 

~~4 dlstrict court. rhe election mLst take place wi~hin 20 days 

:l5 aflel rpcelpt of ~ot:lce by tr.e person or, in CasE' of the 

-15-
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1 comm~~5ion, wltnil1 20 days afte: the date ~he c0~~ge ~as 

2 issued. An aggripved person nay ft:e rivil d(:tion ~lt:~l!l two 

3 years afte::- the ~crrrination C)r (-in d':':'eqcd ~1:lf_11 r h()1Js--nq 

4 practlce or breach 0f a ~edia~ion agree~en- . 

S person may also fl:e a c:vil dction for a:: \:r:~ai r ~lO-~~-d:~(j 

6 practIce wi~ho,·t td~lllq fl~ed a co~plai~t wi~~ the conrlSSlO!l 

7 or wlthollt regard :0 stat~s of rnp complaill~. 

8 provides tlldt lhe attorney qe~erd1 sha:l represent an 

9 dggrieved persn:: If trle perso:l makes a tilne:y eleCtlO!l ;~~t~ 

10 the commisslon. :he ciisL!:'lct CO;':;-"'" may F~"ZJ.rd :tlOne::.alY a.:\t~a:gE'S 

l1 in the same lllanner as t-.~e co~m~ssion l!1cludir.g act,la:' dcflasec;, 

12 reasonablp ~tto~:1cyls fees, CO:Jrt costs, d~d CiVIl pp~a:~~es 

13 to 'Jl~!c,:,cd~e t:le puc] Ie i~terest :or person'S ' . .Jlt~: p::-e"/lot...s 

, -
.0 The bi:: a:so charlges ~e~erencps i:l the exceptlon 

16 proviSlons lO~lcern~ng ~~fal~ or discrlITillatcry practicps :n 

17 housing In the IQw~ c:~:) rig~ts Act o( 1965. oy prov_ding 

lR that re:ltal or leaSing of less ~nan EO"t ~ou~s. r2'ter ttan 

19 s~x, within a sll1g1e hO~lsing dccommodatlon is excn'pted. ~ 

20 similar change concerns a percentage change 1~ the deEllli[io~ 

21 of "housing fo::- oloer persons." 

2L 

2J 

2-1 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

32 

n 
34 

3S 
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HOOSE FILE 656 
H-3386 

1 ~~end House File 656 as :ol:ows: 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

~. ?ase 1, lines 4 anc 5, by strikins t~e words 
"investigation~ and'i. 

2. Page 9, by striki~g lines 3 through 32 ano 
inserting the following: "the cornmission may o!:de~ 
appropriate lr.junctive or equitable relief. ~he 
commission shall not impose any mo~et:ary camages." 

3. Pa~e 9, line 33, by striking the letter "0" 
and inser~ing the tollowing: "b". 

4. Page 10, line 3, by striking the word 
"ELECTED" . 

5. Page 10, by strikir.g lines 5 through l6, 
6. Page 10, line 17, by striking the figure and 

lette: 112. a. lt and inserting the following: til." 
7, Page 10, line 24, by striking the letter "b" 

and inserting the following: "2", 
8. Page 10, line 30, by striking the letter "c" 

and inserting the following: If3". 
9. Page 10, line 35, by striking the letter "d" 

and inserting the followLng: "4". 
:0. Page 11, line 5, by striking the lette~ fIe" 

and inserting the following: "5". 
11. Page 11, by striking lines 12 through 15 and 

inserting the following: 
"1. a. I E a claimant des i res to cla im money 

damages on a claim pending before the commission, the 
commission shall refer the pending matte, to the 
attorney general who, within t~irty days a:ter t~e 
referral, shall file a civil action on behal: of the 
aggrieved" . 

By McNEAL of Hardin 
IVERSON Jf Wright 

B-3386 FILED ~~qCH 28, 1991 
v:(~. '1/'1/-7/ C'J /0 '1 Ii ) 

eOOSE FILE 656 
H-3417 

1 h~end House File 656 as follows: 
2 1. Page 2, lir:e 18, oy striking the word 
3 inserting the following: "are", 

By SPEAR of Lee 

H-3430 

FILED APRIL 1, 1991 
'1/'1/'71 (,f /6 ~ 7 ) 

800SE FILE 656 

Amend House File 656 as follows: 

II be" 

2 1. Page 1, by striking lines 24 and 25 and 
3 inserting the following: 
4 "2. A person shall not represent to a person -" 2 

particular ~ace, color, creed, sex, religion, r.a~~~~a_ 
or1gin". 

5 

" 6 
By SPEAR of Lee 

8-3430 FILED APRIL 1, 1991 
:1,t~ei' "--' ~N'''''-d2.--..{ 7 S 5-/7 '"~ ~ '" 93') 



8-3492 

2 

HOUS;:; F:;:LE 656 

-."u'.e :cc ~0~S~ :~le 655 a5 , 
~ . Page _, by !~se=::n~ De~o:@ ::ne _ :~e 

~ I'Sec::~~ Sec~:o~ 60:A.2, 2~~sec~:o~ 6, Cod@ 
::. :'99::", is a::;e;:ce~::c =eac as ::0::..:0 ... ·15: 

6 E. 
L~de= :~e age of e:g~~ee~ dorn:c::ec w~:~ e~~~e~ ~~e o~ 

8 :he ~o::ow:;-:.~: 

::"0 ot ::ie 
A pare~~ 0: a~o:he: ~e=s~~ 
:nd:v:d~al 0: :~d:v:duais. 

:cav:ng 

:). ~ne ces:.gnee :): ':::",:e ;;a.:-e:'"'.: .., .. :r:e ~:!":e= pe:so:i 
:2 having c~s:8dy cf :he :;-:d:v:dila~ c: l~d:v:dua~s, ~:':.~ 

__ ':.ne ~::t:e~ pe:~lsslO~ c~ :~e pare~: c: o:ner ~e:so~. 
c. 

C ";::;--·C'··, .-.~ ........ e : .... ~~··~C· .. ~' .......... ..... _~'-': ...... __ ...... \,; ... "_ ."..1 .... - y. 

-v ':':1c:\:,:,'::ua::'s." 

::"8 ::>llo: .. ::;:g: 
":~ ~~e case c! a re~':.a:f a lan~~arci may, ~~e=e 

•. 0 .,., 
20 =easona~:e :~ d: SC, CQnd:~lon pe~~:ss~Q~ r~r a 
2~ ~oc.:.::~a:.:.~~ on t~e :e~:e:'5 ag~ee~e~: :0 ~es:c~e :~e 
22 :~:e~:~~ 0: :~e p:e~:ses 

i~ befo~e :ne ~od~flca~:o~, 

. " . 
=9 tne co~c:t:on :~a: ex:s:ec 
~easonab:e wea: ar.c :ea~ 

2~ excep:ec." 
2S _. ?a'j'= 
26 ar:c ::c;t.res 

2. l~nes 22 a~c 23. oy st!:k:nc; :ne wore 
"~arch 12, 199: " a~d 1~5e=t~ng :~e 
I']a~~a~y :, ~99211. 27 

?~ _tl 

29 
30 

:ollO\<Il.:-:g: 
?age 5, by i~se~:lng a~te~ l:ne 3 the , 

~ . 
rollo;'..'lr.<; : 

I'Sec. SeC:IO~ 60:A.l2, s~~sec:~on 4, Code 
31 :'991, is a;r:e:loec Dy striO(l.:1g ::1e s";Dsectic!"!." 
32 5. Page 9, l:ne 27, oy l~ser=ins afte~ t~e wo~d 
~J "sane" :~e ~ollow:ng: Ilna:~rall'. 

6. By :en~~be:!~g as ~ecessa:y. 
By BEATTY of Warre~ 

:ILE:J .">PRE 3. 199: 
';/'f /-9, (~ jO'h ) 

if HOOSE FILE 656 

H-3485 
1 Ame:lc House File 656 
2 1. Page 1. :. i ne 18. 

~. " 3 pro.~t •. 

as :0110",'s: 
• . .;K· 1" no ~he words I' oy st... .. _ -

By S?Sl>.R of Lee 

HOUSE FILE 656 
H-3517 

. t" 3430 to House F~le 656 as 1 ~~end amename:c n- • 

for 

2 follows: _ .' '.,,..~ II ..... : ~ n" 
3 1. Page 1, Ilne 6~ oy ~t:l~l~g tne wo_~ ~r~g_ 

. ..~ o-a "oP1g'n I. 4 and lnSe[~lng tl.e W L ~ ~, 
By DO:JERSR of Jo~~son 

H-35:7 F=~£D APRIL 4. :991 
ADO?TED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 4- 101'1) 
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BY CO~~rTTEE ON JUDICIARY AND 

LAW ENFORCE:MENT 

(SUCCESSOR TO HSB 198) 

(As Amended and Passed by the House April 4, 1991) 

Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

Passed Senate, 

Vote: Ayes 

171/"'15/ 

A BILL FOR 

Da t e 5';;;; I., / (", /((, T~) , (T 
'i 7 Nays _~CJ~' __ 

1 An Act relating to unfair or discrlminatory practices in housing 

2 and real estate, providing civil remedies, and a criminal 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

penalty. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL A~SEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

House Amendments 

Deleted Language ~ 
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S.F. H.F. 656 

1 Section 1. Sect:on 601A.2, subsection 8, Code 1991, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 8. "Familial status" means one or more individuals under 

4 the age of eighteen domiciled with eithe~ one of ~he 

5 following: 

6 a. A parent or another person having legal custody oE the 

7 individual or individuals. 

8 b. The designee of the parent or the other person having 

9 custody of the individual or individuals, with the written 

10 permission of the parent or other person. 

11 c. A person who is pregnant or is in the process of 

12 securing legal custody of the individual or individua:s. 

13 Sec. 2. Section 60IA.5, Code 1991, is amended by addlng 

14 the following new subsections: 

15 NEW SUBSECTION. 13. To issue subpoenas and order 

16 discovery as provided by this section in aid of investigations 

17 and hearings of alleged unfair or discriminatory housing or 

18 real property practices. The sub?oenas and discovery may be 

19 ordered to the same extent and ar2 subject to the same 

20 limitat10ns as subpoenas and discovery 1n a civil action in 

21 district court. 

22 NEW SUBSECTION. 14. To defer proceedings and refer a 

23 complaint to a local commission that has been recognized by 

24 the United States department of housing and urban deve:opment 

25 ~s having adopted ordina~ces prOViding fair housing rights and 

26 remedies that are substantially eqUivalent to those granted 

27 under federal law. 

28 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. c01A.8A ADDITION!'.:' UNFAIR OR 

29 DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES -- HOUSING. 

~30 1. A person shall not induce or attempt to induce another 

31 person to sell or rent a dwelling by representatio~s regard1ng 

32 the entry or prospective entry into a neighborhood of a person 

33 of a particular race, color, creed, sex, religion, natlonal 

34 origln, disability, or familial status. 

35 2. A person sha~l not represent co a person of a 

• 



S.F. H.F. 656 

1 particular race, color, creed, sex, religion, national or1gln, 

2 disabdity, or familial status that a dwelling is not 
3 available for i:1spection, sale, or rental when the dwelling 
4 available for inspection, sale, or rental. 

5 3. a. A person shall not d1scriminate in the sale or 

6 rental or otherwise make unavailable or deny a dwelling to a 

7 buyer or renter because of a disabillty of any of tr.e 

8 follcwing persons: 

9 (1) That buyer or renter. 

10 (2) A person reslding in or 1ntend~ng to res.de in that 

11 dwelling after 1t is sold, rented, or made avallable. 

12 (3) A person associated with that buyer or renter. 

1S 

13 b. A person shall not discrlminate against another person 

14 in the terms, conditlons, or privileges of sale or rental of a 

15 dwelling or in t02 provislon of services or faci~itles in 

16 connection with the dwelling because of a d1sabillty of any of 

17 the following persons: 

18 (1) That person. 

19 (2) A person residing 1n or intend1ng to reside in that 

20 dwelling after 1t is sold, rented, or made ava1lable. 

21 (3) A person associated With that person. 

22 c. For the purposes of this subsect10n on:y, 

23 di~crimination inCludes any of the following Clrcumstances: 

24 (1) A refusal to permit, at the expense of the disabled 

25 person, reasonable mod1f.cations of eX1sting premises occupied 

26 or to be occupied by the person 1f the modifications are 

27 necessary to afford the person full enjoyment of the prc~lses. 

28 In the case of a rental, a landlord may, where reasonable 

29 to do so, condition permission for a modification on the 

30 renter's agreement to restore the lnterior of the premlses to 

31 the condltion that existed before the modiflcatlon, reasonable 

32 wear and tear excepted. 

33 (2) A refusal to make reasonable accommodatlons in rules, 

34 policles, prar::ices, or services, ' .... he,., the accolTJl'odation~-: are 

35 necessary to afford the person equal opportun.:y to use and 
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1 enjoy a dwelling. 

2 ( 3 ) In connection I"i th the design and cor.struction of 

3 covered multifamily d;'lell ings for first occupancy after 

4 January 1, 1992, a failure to design and construct those 

5 dwellings in a manner that meets the following requirements; 

6 (a) The public use and co~~on use portions of the 

7 dwellings are readily accessible to and usable by disabled 

8 persons. 

9 (b) All doors deSigned to allow passage into and within 

10 all premises within the dwellings are sufficiently wide to 

11 allow passage by disabled persons in Wheelchairs. 

12 (c) All pre~ises within the dwellings contain tne 

13 following features of adaptive deSign: 

14 (i) Ar. accessible route into and through the dwelling. 

15 (ii) Light SWitches, electrical outlets, thermostats, and 

16 other environmental controls in access iDle locations. 

17 (ii,) Reinforcements in bathroom ~alls to allow later 

18 installation of grab bars. 

19 (iv) Usable kitChens and bathrooms so that a person in a 

20 wheelchair can maneuver about the space. 

21 d. Compliance With the appropriate requirements of the 

22 American national standard for buildings ar.d facilities pro-

23 viding accessibility and usability for physically handicapped 

24 people, com.~only cited as "!'.NSI!'. 117.1", satisfies the 

25 requirements of paragraph "c", subparagraph (3), subparagraph 

26 subdiVision (c). 

27 e. Nothing in this subsection requires that a dwelling be 

28 made available to a person whose tenancy would c~nstitute a 

29 direct threat to the health or safe~y of other persons or 

30 whose tenancy would result in substantial physical damage to 

31 the property of others. 

32 4. a. !'. person whose buslnees includes engaging in resi-

33 dentia1 real estate related transactions shall not 

34 discriminate against a person in maKing a reSidential real 

35 estate related transaction avallabl2 C( in te~~s or conditions 
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1 of a residentia~ real es~ate ~elated :ransactlc~ because of 

2 race, color, creed, sex, religion, natio~al origin, 

3 disabllity, Or famlllal status. 

4 b. For the purpose of this subsection, "residential real 

5 estate related transaction" means any of the followlng: 

6 (1) To make or purchase loans or provide other financ'al 

7 assistance to purc~ase, construct, improve, repair, Or 

8 maIntain a dwell,ng, or to secure residentIal real estate. 

9 (2) To sel;, bro~er, or appraise residential real estate. 

10 5. A person shall not deny another person access to, or 

Il membership or participa~lon in, a multiple-lIsting service, 

12 rea. estate brokers' organization or other serVlce, 

13 organization, or facIlity relating to the busl~ess of sell,ng 

14 or rentIng dwellings, or discr:mInate against a person in 

15 terms or conditions of access, membershIp, or participation in 

16 such organization because of race, color, creed, sex, 

17 religion, national origln, disabilIty, or familial status. 

18 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. bOlA.llA HOUSING DISCRIMINATION, 

19 THREAT OF fORCE OR INTIMIDATION -- PENALTY. 

20 1. A person commits a public offense it the person, 

21 whether or not acting unde' color of law, by force or threat 

22 of force, lntentio~~lly intlmidates or lnter~eres w:th or 

23 attempts to interfere with a person under any of the foilow:ng 

24 circumstances: 

25 a. Because of the person's race, color, creed, sex, 

26 religion, national origin, disabillty, or fa~ilial status, and 

27 because the person is or has been selling, purcr-asing, 

28 renting, occupying, or financing, contracting for, or 

29 negotiating for the sale, purchase, rental, or occupation o~ 

30 any dwell lng, or applying for or partlcipatlng in a serVice, 

31 organ.za~ion, or faci:ity relating to the business of selling 

32 or rentIng dwellings. 

33 b. Because the person is or has been doing any of (he 

34 following: 

35 (1) Particlpatlng, WIthout dlscr~mination because of race, 
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1 color, creed, sex, religion, national orlgln, disability, or 

2 familial status, in an activlty, service, organization, or 

3 facility described in paragraph "a". 

4 (2) Affording another person the opportunity or protection 

5 to so participate. 

6 (3) Lawfully aiding or encouraging other persons to 

7 participate, without discrimination because of race, color, 

8 creed, sex, religion, national origin, d1sabil1ty, or famllial 

9 status, in an activity, service, organization, or facility 

10 descrlbed in paragraph "a". 

11 2. A person violating this section is gUllty of a serlOUS 

12 misdemeanor. 

13 Sec. S. Section 601A.12, subsection 3, Code :991, 11' 

14 amended to read as fo110'ls: 

15 3. The rental or leasing of less than s±'" four rooms 

16 ,,,ithin a single housing accommodation by the occupant or owner 

17 of such housing accommodat1on, if the occupant or owner or 

18 members of that person's family reside e"e~etn in the 

19 acco~~odation. 

20 Sec. 6. Section 601A.12, subsection 4, Code 1991, .~ 

21 amended by striking the subsection. 

22 Sec. 7. Section 601A.12, subsection 6, paragraph a, Code 

23 1991, is amended to read as :011ows: 

24 a. For n±neey eighty percent occupancy by at least one 

25 person fifty-five years of age or olcer per u~it, and 

26 providing signif1cant facilities and services specifically 

27 des1gned to meet the physical or soc1al needs of such persons. 

28 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 60lA.12A ADOITiJNAL HOUSING 

29 EXCEPTION. 

30 Section 601A.SA does not prohibit a person engaged ln the 

31 business of furnishing appraisals of r~dl estate from tak:~g 

32 into consideration factors other than race, color, creec, 3ex, 

33 rellglon, national orig1n, disability, or famllial status in 

34 appralsln; real estate. 

35 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 601A.lSA ADD!TIONA~ PROCEEDINGS --

-5-
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1 HOUSING DISCRIMINAT:ON. 

2 1. a. The commission may J01n a person not named in the 

3 complaint as an additIonal or subst1tute respondent if 1n the 

4 course of the investigation, the commiss10n deter~ines that 

5 the person should be alleged to have committed a 

6 discriminatory housing or real estate practice. 

7 b. In addition to t~e informat10n required in the notice, 

8 the commission shall include in a notice to a respondenc 

9 Joined under this subsect10n an explanation of t~e basis for 

10 the determination under this subsection that the person is 

11 properly joined as a respondent. 

12 2. a. The comr;1SS10n shall, dur1ng the period beginn1:1g 

13 with the fi11ng of a complaint and ending with the filing of a 

14 charge or a dismissal by the co~"issicn, to the ex:ent 

15 feasIble, engage in mediation with respect to the complalnt. 

16 b. A medIation agreement is an agreenent between a 

17 respondent and the complainant and 1S subject to corr~ission 

18 approval. 

19 c. A med13tion agreement may provide for bindIng 

20 arbItration or other method of dispute resolution. 0ispute 

21 resolution that res~lts from a mediation agreenent may 

22 authorize appropriate rellef, including monetary relief. 

23 ~. A med1at10n agreement shall be made public unless the 

24 complainant and respondent agree otherWIse, and the c.::)[r""ission 

25 determ1nes that d1sclosure is not necessary to furth~r :he 

26 purposes of thlS chapter relating to unfair or discr1mination 

27 in housing or real estate. 

28 e. The proceedings or results of mediation shall not be 

29 made public or used as evidence in a subsequent proceed1ng 

30 under this chapter without the written consent of the persons 

31 who are party to the mediation. 

32 f. After the completIon of the cO~"lssion's investigation, 

33 the commission shall make ava1lable to the aggrleved perso~ 

34 and the respondent information derived from the investigatlon 

35 and the final lnvestigatlon report relat1ng to that 
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1 investigation. 

2 3. a. If the commlssion concludes, following the filing 

3 of a complaint, that prompt judicial action is necessary to 

4 carry out the purposes of this chapter relating to unfair or 

5 discriminatory housing or real estate practices, the 

6 commission may authorize a civil action for appropriate 

7 tempo"ary or prellminary relief pendlng final dlsposition of 

8 the complaint. 

9 b. On receipt of the commission's authorization, the 

10 attorney general shall promptly file the action. 

11 c. A temporary restraining order or othe~ order granting 

12 preliminary or temporary relief under this section is governed 

13 by the applicable Iowa rules of civil procedure. 

:4 d. The filing of a civil action under thlS sectlon does 

15 not affect the initlation or continuatlon of adminis~rative 

16 proceedings in regard to an admlnistratlve hearing. 

17 4. a. The commission shall prepare a flna_ iowestigative 

18 report. 

19 b. A final report under this section may be amended by the 

20 commission if additional evidence is discovered. 

21 5. a. The commission shall determine based on the facts 

22 whether probable cause exists to belleve that a discriminatory 

23 housing or real estate practice has occurred or is about to 

24 occur. 

25 b. The commlssion shall make its determination under 

26 paragraph "a" not later than one hundred days after a 

27 complaint is filed unless any of the fo!~owlng applies: 

28 (1) It is impracticable to make the determination within 

29 that time period. 

30 (2) The commission has approved a mediatlon agreement 

31 relating to the compcaint. 

32 c. If it is impracticable to make the determination withln 

33 the time per iod provided by paragraph "b", the com.'1'.ission 

34 shall notify tne complainant and respondent In "riting of the 

35 reasons for the delay. 

-7-
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1 d. If the cO~~lssion determines that probable cause exists 

2 to believe that a discriminatory housing or real estate 

3 practlce has occurred or 1S about to occur, the cO~~isslon 

4 shall immediately issue a determ1nation unless the commission 

5 determines that the legality of a zoning or land use law or 

6 ord1nance 1S lnvolved as provided in subsection 7. 

7 6. a. A determinacion issued under subsection 5 must 

8 include all of the following: 

9 (1) Must conS1st of a short and plain statement of the 

10 facts on \ohich the commission has found probable cause to 

11 believe that a discriminatory hOUS1ng or rea: ss:a:e practice 

12 has occurred or is about to occur. 

13 (2) Must be based on the Elnal irvestigatlve report. 

14 (3) Need not be lirn1ted to the facts or grounds alleged in 

15 the complaint. 

16 b. Not later than twenty days after the co~~ission issues 

17 a decerl1linati~n, the comnHssion shall send a copy of the 

18 determination with information concerning the election ur.der 

19 sectlon 601A.16A to all of the following persons: 

20 (1) Each responce~t, together with a notice of the 

21 opportunity for a hearing as provided under subsection 10. 

22 (2) Each aggrieved person on whose behalf the complaint 

23 was filed. 

24 7. If the commission determines that the matter lnvo.i.ves 

25 the legality of a state or local zoning or other land use 

26 ordinance, the commission shall not issue a determination and 

27 shall immediately refer the matter to the attorney general for 

28 appropr1ate action. 

29 8. a. If the co~~ission determines that no probable cause 

30 exists to believe that a discriminatory hOUSlng or real estate 

31 practice has occurred or is about to occur, the commisslon 

32 shall promptly dism:ss the complaint. 

33 b. The commission shall ma~e public disclosure of each 

34 dlsffilssal under this section. 

35 9. The CO~iss10n shall not issue a determlnation under 

-8-



S.F. H.F. 656 

1 this section regardLng an alleged discriminatory housing or 

2 real estate practice after the beginning oE the trial of a 

3 civil action commenced by the aggrieved party ~nder federal or 

4 state law seeking relief with respect to that discriminatory 

5 housing or real estate practice. 

6 10. a. If a timely election is not made under sectlon 

7 601A.16A, the commission shall provide for a hearing on the 

8 charges in the complaint. 

9 b. Except as provided by paragraph "c", the nearing shall 

10 be conducted in accordance with chapter 17A for contested 

11 cases. 

12 c. A hearing under this section shall not be continued 

13 regarding an alleged discriminatory housing or real estate 

14 practice after the beginning of the trial of a civil act10n 

15 Commenced by the aggrieved perscn under federal or state law 

16 seeking relief with respect to that discriminatory housing or 

17 real estate pract1ce. 

18 11. a. If the commission determines at a hearing under 

19 subsection 10 that a respondent has engaged or is about to 

20 engage in a discriminatory housing or real estate pract1ce, 

21 the Commiss1on may order the appropriate relief, including 

22 actual damages, reasonable attorney's fees, court costs, and 

23 other injunctive or equitable relief. 

24 b. To vindicate toe public interest, the co~~ission may 

25 assess a clvil per,~lty against the respondent 1n an amount 

26 that does not exceed the following applicable 2mount: 

27 (1) Ten thousand dOllars if the respondent ~as not been 

28 adJudged by the order of the con~ission or a court to have 

29 committed a prior dlscriminacory housing or real estate 

30 practice. 

31 (2) Except as provided by paragraph "c", twenty-five 

32 thousand dollars lf the respondent has been adJ~dged by order 

33 of the co~~ission or a court to have committed one other 

34 discriminatory housing or real estate practice during the 

35 five-year per10d ending on the date of the Elling of the 

-9-
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1 complaint. 

2 (3) Except as provided by paragraph "c", fifty thousand 

3 dollars if the respondent has been adjudged by order of the 

4 commlssion or a court to have committed two or more 

5 discriminatory hOUSIng or real estate practices during the 

6 seven-year period ending on the date of the flling of the 

7 complaint. 

8 c. If the acts constItuting the dlscri~lnatory housing or 

9 real estate practice that is the object of the complaint are 

10 commltted by the same natural person who has been previously 

11 adjudged to have committed acts constituting a dlscrIrr-inatory 

12 housing or real estate practIce, t~e civil penaltIes in 

13 paragraph "b", subparagraphs (2) and (3) may be Imp0sed 

14 without regard to the period of tlme within which any other 

15 discriminatory housing or real estate practlce occurred. 

16 d. At the request of the commission, the attorney general 

17 shall initiate legal proceedings to recover a clvil penalty 

18 due under thIS section. Funds collectec ~nder th~s section 

19 shall be paid to ~he treasurer of state tor depcslt in the 

20 state treasury to the credit of the general fund. 

21 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 601A.16A CIVIL ACTION ELECTED --

22 HOUSING. 

23 1. a. A complalnant, a respondent, or an aggrieved person 

24 on whose behalf the corr-plaint was filed may elect to nave the 

25 charges asserted in the complaint decided in a CIVll action as 

26 provided by section 601A.17A. 

27 b. The election must be made not later than twenty days 

28 after the date of receipt by the electing person of serVIce 

29 under section 601A.15, subsection 5, or in the case of the 

30 commisslon, not later than twenty days after the date the 

31 determlnation was issued. 

32 c. The person maklng the election shall glve ~otlce to the 

33 commission and to all other complainants and respondents to 

34 whom the election relates. 

35 2. a. An aggrieved person may file a cIv~l action in 
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1 dIstrIct court not later that two years after the occurrence 

2 of the termination of an alleged discriminatory housing or 

3 real estate practice, or the breach of a mediation agreement 

4 entered into under this chapter, whichever occurs last, to 

5 obtain appropriate relIef with respect to the discriminatory 

6 hcusing or 

7 b. The 

real estate pract1ce or breach. 

two-year period does not include any time during 

8 WhICh an administrative hearing under th1S chapter is pending 

9 with respect to 3 complaint or charge based on the 

10 discrIminatory housing or real estate practice. This 

11 subsection does not apply to actions arising from a breach of 

12 a mediation agreement. 

13 c. An aggrIeved person may file an actIon unde: this 

14 section whether or not a d1scriminatory housing or real estate 

15 compla1nt has been fi~ed under section 601A.15A, and WIthout 

16 regard to the status of any discriminatory housing or real 

17 estate complaint filed under that section. 

18 d. If the co~~ission has obtained a mediation agreement 

19 witn the consent of an aggrieved person, the aggrIeved person 

20 shall not file an act10n under this section w1th respect to 

21 the alleged discriminatory practice that forms the basis for 

22 the complaint except to enforce the terms of the agreement. 

23 e. An aggrieved person shall not file an act10n under this 

24 sectIon with respect to an alleged discriminatory housing or 

25 real estate practice that forms the basis of a charge issued 

26 by the commission if the cO~~lssion has begun a hearIng on the 

27 record under this chapter with respect to the charge. 

28 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 601A.17A CIVIL PROCEEDINGS 

29 HOUSING. 

30 1. a. If tImely election 1S made under sectIon 601A.16A, 

31 subsection 1, the comm1ssion Shall authorize, and not later 

32 than thicty days after the electlon is made, the attorney 

33 general shall flle a civil action on behalf of the aggrl€ved 

34 person In a district court seeking relief. 

35 b. Venue for an action under this sectIon is in the cour.ty 

-11-
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1 in which the alleged discrim~natory hous~ng or real estate 

2 practice occurred. 

3 c. An aggrieved person may intervene in ,he action. 

4 d. If the district court finds that a discrimlnatory 

5 houslng or real estate practlce has occurred or is about to 

6 occur, the district court may grant as relief any rel1ef that 

7 a court may grant 1n a civil action under subsection 6. 

8 e. If monetary relief is sought for the benefit of an 

9 aggrieved person who does not intervene in the civil action, 

10 the distrlct court shall not award the mone~ary relief IE that 

11 aggrieved persoc has not complied wlth discovery orders 

12 entered by the district court. 

l3 2. A commission order under sectlon 601A.15A, subsection 

14 ll, does not aEfect a contract, sale, encumbrance, or lease 

15 that was consurr~ated before the co~ruission lssued the order 

16 and involved a bona fide purchaser, encumbrancer, or tenant 

17 who dld not have actual notice of the charge issued under th!s 

18 chapter. 

19 3. If the co~~ission issues an order with respect to ~ 

20 discriminatory housing practice that occurred in tr.e course of 

21 a business subject to a llcensing or regulatLon by a 

22 governmental agency, the commission, not later than thirty 

23 days after the date of issuance of the order, shall do all of 

24 the following: 

25 a. Se~d copies of the f:nd1ngs and the order to the 

26 governmental agency. 

27 b. Recommend to the governmental agency appropriate 

28 disciplinary action. 

29 4. If the commlSSlon issues an order agalnst a respondent 

30 against whom another order was issued within the preceding 

31 five years under sectlon 601A.15A, subsection iI, the 

32 commission shall send a copy of each order issued under that 

33 section to the attorney general. 

34 5. On application by a person alleging a discriminatory 

35 hOuSing practice or by a person against whom a discrimi~atory 
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1 practlce 1S alleged, the district court may appoint an 

2 attorney for the person. 

3 6. In an act10n under this section, if the district court 

4 f1nds that a discriminatory housing or real estate practice 

5 has occurred or is about to occur, the district court may 

6 award or issue to the plaintiff one or more of the fcllowIng: 

7 a. Actual and punitive damages. 

8 b. Reasonable attorney's fees. 

9 c. Court costs. 

10 d. Subject to subsection 7, any permanent or te~porary 

11 injunction, temporary restraining order, or other order, 

12 including an order enjoining the defendant from engag1ng in 

13 the practice or ordering appropriate afflrmatlve action. 

14 7. Relief granted under this section does not affect a 

15 contract, sale, encumbrance, or lease that was consummated 

16 before the granting of the rellef and involved a bona f1de 

17 purchaser, encumbrancer, or tenant who did not have actual 

18 notice of the filing of a complaint under this chapter or a 

19 civil action under this section. 

20 8. a. On the request of the commission, the attorney 

21 general may incervene in an action under thiS sect10n if the 

22 commission certifies that the case 1S of general public 

23 importance. 

24 b. The attorney general may obtain the same relief 

25 available to the attorney general under subsection 9. 

26 9. a. On the request of the corr~lSSlon, the attorney 

27 general may file a civil action in district court for 

28 appropriate relief if the commission has reasonable cause to 

29 believe that any of the following applies: 

30 (1) A person lS engaged in a pattern or practice of 

31 resistance to the full enjoyment of any housing right granted 

32 by thiS chapter. 

33 (2) A person has been den:ed any housing right granted by 

34 this chapter and that denial raises an issue 0: general public 

35 importance. 
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1 b. In an action under this section, :he dIstrict co~rt may 

2 do any of the following: 

3 (1) Order preventive relief, including a permanent or 

4 temporary injunction, restraln1ng order, or other order 

5 against the person responsible for a violation oE housing 

6 rights as necessary to assure the full enjoynent of the 

7 housing rights granted by this chapter. 

8 (2) order another appropriate relIef, including the 

9 awarding of monetary damages, reasonable attorney's fees, and 

10 Court costs. 

11 ( J ) To vindIcate the publ1c interest, assess a CiVIl 

12 penalty against the respondent in an amourt that does :;ot 

13 exceed a:1Y of cne follmJing: 

14 (al fifty thousand dollars for a fast vlocation. 

15 (b) One hundred thousand dollars Eor a second or 

16 subsequent violat1on. 

17 c. A person may intervene 1n an actIon under th~~ ,ection 

18 if the person is any of the following: 

19 (I) An aggrieved person to the discriminatory houslng or 

20 real estate practice. 

21 (2) A party to a mediation agreement concerning the 

22 discriminatory hOUSIng or real estate practice. 

23 10. The attorney general, on behalf of the corr~isslon or 

24 other party at whose request a subpoena 

25 the subpoena in appropr1ate proceedIngs 

1S issued, may e:1force 

in d1scrict court. 

26 11. A court in a civil action crcught under th:s sectIon 

27 or the commIssion in an administrative hearing under section 

28 601A.15A, subsection 11, may award reason~ble attorney's fees 

29 to the prevailing party and assess court costs against the 

30 nonprevailing party. 

31 Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 601A.20 EFF~CT ON OTHER LAW. 

32 1. This chapter does not affect a reasonable local or 

33 state restriction on the maximum number of occupants permltted 

34 to occupy a dwelling or restriction relating to ~ea:th or 

35 safety standards. 
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1 2. This chapter does not affect a requirement of 

2 nondiscrimination i:1 other state or federal la\o. 
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1 Section 1. Section 60lA.5, Code 1991, is amended by adding 
2 the following new subsections: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 13. To issue subpoenas and order 
4 discovery as provided by this section in aid of investigations 

5 and hearings of alleged unfair or discriminatory housing or 

6 real property practices. The subpoenas and discovery may be 

7 ordered to the same extent and are subject to the same 
8 limitations as subpoenas and discovery in a civil action in 

9 district court. 
10 NEW SUBSECTION. 14. To defer proceedings and refer a 

11 complaint to a local commission that has been recognized by 
12 the United States department of housing and urban development 

13 as having adopted ordinances providing fair housing rights and 

14 remedies that are substantially equivalent to those granted 

15 under federal law. 

16 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 601A.8A ADDITIONAL UNFAIR OR 

17 DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES -- HOUSING. 
18 1. A person shall not, for profit, induce or attempt to 

19 induce another person to sell or rent a dwelling by 

20 representations regarding the entry or prospective entry into 

21 a neighborhood of a person of a particular race, color, creed, 

22 sex, religion, national origin, disability, or familial 

23 status. 

24 2. A person shall not represent to another person because 

25 of race, color, creed, sex, religion, national origin, 

26 disability, or familial status that a dwelling is not 

27 available for inspection, sale, or rental when the dwelling is 

28 available for inspection. 

29 3. a. A person shall not discriminate in the sale or 

30 rental or otherwise make unavailable or deny a dwelling to a 

31 buyer or renter because of a disability of any of the 

32 following persons: 

33 (1) That buyer or renter. 

34 (2) A person residing in or intending to reside in that 

35 dwelling after it is sold, rented, or made available. 
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1 (3) A person associated with that buyer or renter. 
2 b. A person shall not discriminate against another person 

3 In the terms, conditions, or privIleges of sale or rental of a 
4 dwelling or in the provision of services or facilities in 

5 connection w.~h the dwelling because of a disability of any of 
6 the following persons: 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

(1) That person. 

(2) A person residing in or intending to reside in that 

dwelling after it is sold, rented, or made available. 

(3) A person associated with that person. 

c. For the purposes of this subsection only, 

discrimination includes any of the following circumstances: 

(1) A refusal to permit, at the expense of the disabled 
person, reasonable modifications of existing premises occupied 

or to be occupied by the person if the modifications are 

necessary to afford the person full enjoyment of the premises. 

(2) A refusal to make reasonable accommodations in rules, 

policies, practices, or services, when the accommodations be 

necessary to afford the person equal opportunity to use and 
enjoy a dwelling. 

(3) In connection with the design and construction of 

covered multifamily dwellings for first occupancy after March 

12, 1991, a failure to design and construct those dwellings in 

a manner that meets the following requirements: 

25 

26 
(a) The public use and common use portions of the 

dwellings are readily accessible to and usable by disabled 

27 persons. 

28 (b) All doors designed to allow passage into and within 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

all premises within the dwellings are sufficiently wide to 

allow passage by disabled persons in wheelchairs. 

(c) All premises within the dwellings contain the 

fOllowing features of adaptive design: 

(i) An accessible route into and through the dwelling. 

(ii) Light switches, electrical outlets, thermostats, and 

other environmental controls in accessible locations. 

-2-



S.F. H.F. 

1 (iii) Reinforc-ements in bathroom walls to allow later 
2 installation of grab bars. 

3 (iv) Usable kitchens and bathrooms so that a person in a 

4 wheelchair can maneuver about the space. 
S d. Compliance with the appropriate requirements of the 

6 American national standard for buildings and facilities pro-

7 viding accessibility and usability for physically handicapped 

8 people, commonly cited as "ANSI A 117.1", satisfies the 

9 requirements of paragraph "e", subparagraph (3). subparagraph 

10 subdivision (c). 

11 e. Nothing in this subsection requires that a dwelling be 
12 made available to a person whose tenancy would constitute a 

13 direct threat to the health or safety of other persons or 

14 whose tenancy would result in substantial physical damage to 

15 the property of others. 

16 4. a. A person whose business includes engaging in resi-

17 dential real estate related transactions shall not 

18 discriminate against a person in making a residential real 

19 estace related transaction available or in terms or conditions 

20 of a residential real estate related transaction because of 

21 race, color. creed. sex, religion, national origin. 

22 disability. or familial status. 

23 b. For the purpose of this SUbsection, "residential real 

24 estate related transaction" means any of the following: 

25 (1) To make or purchase loans or provide other financial 

26 asslstance to purchase, construct. improve. repair, or 

27 maintain a dwelling, or to secure residential real estate. 

28 (2) To sell. broker, or appraise residential real estate. 

29 5. A person shall not deny another person access to. or 
30 membership or participation in. a multiple-listIng service, 

31 real estate brokers' organization or other service, 

32 organization, or facility relating to the business of selling 

33 or renting dwellings, or discriminate against a person in 

34 terms or conditions of access. membership, or participation in 

35 such organization because of race, color, creed, sex, 
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1 religion, national origin, disability, or familial status. 

601A.lIA HOUSING DISCRIMINATION, 2 Sec. 3. N~N SECTION. 

3 THREAT OF FORCE OR INTIMIDATION -- PENALTY. 

4 1. A person commits a public offense if the person, 

5 whether or not acting under color of law, by force or threat 
6 of force, intentionally intimidates or interferes with or 

7 attempts to interfere with a person under any of the following 

8 circumstances: 

9 a. Because of the person's race, color, creed, sex, 

10 religion, national origin, disability, or familial status, and 

11 because the person is or has been selling, purchasing, 

12 renting. occupying. or financing, contracting for, or 

13 negotiating for the sale, purchase, rental, or occupation of 

14 any dwelling, or applying for or participating in a service, 

15 organization, or facility relating to the business of selling 
16 or renting dwellings. 

17 b. Because the person is or has been doing any of the 

18 following: 

19 (1) Participating, without discrimination because of race. 

20 color, creed, sex, religion, national origin. disability. or 

21 familial status. in an activity. service, organization. or 

22 facility described in paragraph "a". 

23 (2) Affording another person the opportunity or protection 

24 to so participate. 

25 (3) Lawfully aiding or encouraging other persons to 

26 participate. without discrimination because of race. color, 

"7 creed, sex, religion, national origin. disability. or familial 

28 status. in an activity, service. organization, or facility 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

described in paragraph "a". 

2. A person violating this section is guilty of a serious 

misdemeanor. 

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 601A.12A ADDITIONAL HOUSING 

EXCEPTION. 

Section 601A.8A does not prohibit a person engaged in the 

business of furnishing appraisals of real estate from taking 
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1 into consideration factors other than race, color, creed, sex, 
2 religlon, national origin, disabllity, or familial status in 

3 appraising real estate. 
4 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 60lA.lSA ADDITIONAL PROCEEDINGS --

5 HOUSING DISCRIMINATION. 

6 1. a. The commission may J01n a person not named in the 

7 complaint as an additional or substitute respondent if in the 

8 course of the investigation, the commission determines that 

9 the person should be alleged to have committed a 

10 discriminatory housing or real estate practice. 

11 b. In addition to the information required in the notice, 

12 the commission shall include in a notice to a respondent 

13 joined under this subsection an explanation of the basis for 
14 the determination under this subsection that the person is 

15 properly joined as a respondent. 

16 2. a. The commission shall, during the period beginning 

17 with the filing of a complaint and ending with the filing of a 

18 charge or a dismissal by the commission, to the extent 

19 feasible, engage in mediation with respect to the complaint. 

20 b. A mediation agreement is an agreement between a 

21 respondent and the complainant and is subject to commisslon 
22 approval. 

23 c. A mediation agreement may provide for binding 

24 arbitration or other method of dispute resolution. Dispute 

25 resolution that results from a mediation agreement may 

26 authorize appropriate relief, including monetary relief. 

27 d. A mediation agreement shall be made public unless the 

28 complainant and respondent agree otherwise, and the cow~ission 

29 determines that disclosure is not necessary to further the 

30 purposes of this Chapter relating to unfair or discrimination 

31 in hous1ng or real estate. 

32 e. The proceedings or results of mediation shall not be 

33 made public or used as evidence in a subsequent proceeding 
34 under this chapter without the written consent of the persons 

35 who are party to the mediation. 
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1 f. After the completion of the commission's investigation, 
2 the commission shall make available to the aggrieved person 

3 and the respondent information derived from the investigation 

4 and the final investigation report relating to that 

5 investigation. 
6 3. a. If the commission concludes, following the filing 

7 of a complaint, that prompt judicial action is necessary to 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

carry out the purposes of this chapter relating to unfair 

discriminatory housing or real estate practices, the 

commission may authorize a civil action for appropriate 

temporary or preliminary relief pending final disposition 

the complaint. 

b. On receipt of the commission's authorization, the 

attorney general shall promptly file the action. 

or 

of 

c. A temporary restraining order or other order granting 
preliminary or temporary relief under this section is governed 

by the applicable Iowa rules of civil procedure. 

18 d. The filing of a civil action under this section does 

19 not affect the in~tiation or continuation of administrative 

20 proceedings in 

21 4. a. The 
22 report. 

regard to an administrative hearing. 

commission shall prepare a final investigative 

23 b. A final report under this section may be amended by the 

24 commission if additional evidence is discovered. 

25 5. a. The commission shall determine based on the facts 
26 whether probable cause exists to believe that a discriminatory 

27 housing or real estate practice has occurred or is about to 

28 occu r. 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

D. The commission shall make its determination under 

paragraph "a" not later than one hundred days after a 

complaint is filed unless any of the following applies: 

(1) It is impracticable to make the determination within 

that time period. 

(2) The commission has approved a mediation agreement 

relating to the complaint. 
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1 c. IE it is impracticable to make the determination within 

2 the time period provided by paragraph "b", the commission 

3 shall notify the complainant and respondent in writing of the 

4 reasons for the delay. 

5 d. If the commission determines that probable cause exists 

6 to believe that a discriminatory housing or real estate 

7 practice has occurred or is about to occur, the commission 
8 shall immediately issue a determination unless the commission 

9 determines that the legality of a zoning or land use law or 

10 ordinance is involved as provided in subsection 7. 

11 6. a. A determination issued under subsection 5 must 

12 include all of the following: 

13 (1) Must consist of a short and plain statement of the 

14 facts on which the commission has found probable cause to 

15 believe that a discriminatory housing or real estate practice 

16 has occurred or is about to occur. 

17 (2) Must be based on the final investigative report. 

18 (3) Need not be limited to the facts or ground~ alleged in 

19 the complaint. 

20 b. Not later than twenty days after the commission issues 

21 a determination, the commission shall send a copy of the 

22 determination with information concerning the election under 

23 section 6QIA.16A to all of the following persons: 

24 (1) Each respondent, together with a notice of the 

25 opportunity for a hearing as provided under subsection 10. 

26 (2) Each aggrieved person on whose behalf the complaint 

27 was flled. 

28 7. If the commission determines that the matter involves 

29 the legality of a state or local zoning or other land use 

30 ordinance, the commission shall not issue a determination and 

31 shall immediately refer the matter to the attorney general for 

32 appropriate action. 

33 8. a. If the commission determines that no probable cause 

34 exists to believe that a discriminatory housing or real estate 

35 practice has occurred or is about to occur, the commission 

-7-



-

S.F. H.F. 

1 shall promptly dismiss the complaint. 
2 b. 7he commission shall make public disclosure of each 

3 dismissal under this section. 

4 9. The co~~ission shall not issue a determination under 

5 thls section regarding an alleged discriminatory housing or 

6 real estate practice after the beginning of the trial of a 

7 civil action commenced by the aggrieved party under federal or 

8 state law seeking relief with respect to that discriminatory 

9 housing or real estate prac~ice. 
10 10. a. If a timely election is not made under, section 

11 601A.16A, the commission shall provide for a hearing on the 
12 charges in the complaint. 

13 b. Except as provided by paragraph "c", the hearing shall 

14 be conducted in accordance with chapter 17A for contested 

15 cases. 

16 

17 
18 

19 

20 

21 

c. A hearing under this section shall not be continued 

regarding an alleged discriminatory housing or real estate 

practice after the beginning of the trial of a civil action 

co~~enced by the aggrieved person under federal or state law 

seeking relief with respect to that discriminatory housing or 

real estate practice. 
22 11. a. If the commission determines at a hearing under 

23 subsection 10 that a respondent has engaged or is about to 

24 engage in a discrlminatory housing or real eState practice, 

25 the commission may order the appropriate reli~f, including 

26 actual damages, reasonable attorney's fees, court costs, and 

27 other injunctive or equitable relief. 

28 b. To vindicate the public interest, the commission may 

29 assess a civil penalty against the respondent in an amount 

30 that does not exceed 

31 (1) Ten thousand 

the following applicable amount: 

dollars if the respondent has been 

32 adjudged by the order of the commission or a court to have 

33 

__ 34 

committed a prior discriminatory housing or real estate 

practice. 

35 (2) Except as provided by paragraph "c", twenty-five 
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1 thousand dollars if the respondent has been adjudged by order 
2 of the commission or a court to have committed one other 

3 discriminatory housing or real estate practice during the 

4 five-year period ending on the date of the filing of the 

5 complaint. 

6 (3) 

7 dollars 

Except as provided by paragraph "cot, fifty thousand 

if the respondent has been adjudged by order of the 

8 commission or a court to have committed two or more 

9 discriminatory housing or real estate practices during the 
10 seven-year period ending on the date of the filing of the 

11 complaint. 

12 c. If the acts constituting the discriminatory housing or 

13 real estate practice that is the object of the complaint are 

14 committed by the same person who has been previously adjudged 

15 to have committed acts constituting a discriminatory housing 

16 or real estate practice, the civil penalties in paragraph "b", 

17 subparagraphs (2) and (3) may be imposed without regard to the 

18 period of time within which any other discriminatory housing 

19 or real estate practice occurred. 

20 d. At the request of the commission, the attorney general 

21 shall initiate legal proceedings to recover a civil penalty 

22 due under this section. Funds collected under this section 

23 shall be paid to the treasurer of state for deposit in the 

24 state treasury to the credit of the general fund. 

25 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 601A.l6A CIVIL ACTION ELECTED 

26 HOUSING. 

27 1. a. A complainant, a respondent, or an aggrieved person 

28 on whose behalf the complaint was filed may elect to have the 

29 cnarges asserted in the complaint decided in a civil action as 

30 provIded by section 6DIA.l7A. 

31 b. The election must be made not later than twenty days 

32 after the date of receipt by the electing person of service 

33 under section 60lA.l5, subsection 5, or in the case of the 

34 commisSion, not later than twenty days after the date the 

35 charge was issued. 
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1 c. The person 
2 commlssion and to 

making the election shall give notice to the 
all other complainants and respondents to 

3 whom the election relates. 
4 2. a. An aggrieved person may file a civil action in 

5 district court not later that two years after the occurrence 

6 of the termination of an alleged discriminatory housing or 

7 real estate practice, or the breach of a mediation agreement 

8 entered into under this chapter, whichever occurs last, to 

9 obtain appropriate relief with respect to the discriminatory 

10 housing or real estate practice or breach. 

11 b. The two-year period does not include any time during 
12 which an administrative hearing under this chapter is pending 

13 with respect to a complaint or charge based on the 

14 discriminatory housing or real estate practice. This 

15 subsection does not apply to actions arising from a breach of 

16 a mediation agreement. 

17 c. An aggrieved person may file an action under this 

18 section whether or not a discriminatory housing or real estate 

19 complaint has been filed under section 601A.lsA, and without 

20 regard to the status of any discriminatory housing or real 

21 estate complaint filed under that section. 

22 d. If the commission has obtained a mediation agreement 

23 with the consent of an aggrieved person, the aggrieved person 

24 shall not file an action under this section with respect to 

25 the alleged discriminatory practice that forms the basis for 

26 the complaint except to enforce the terms of the agreement. 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 
32 

33 
34 

35 

e. An aggrieved person shall not file an action under this 

section with respect to an alleged discriminatory housing or 

real estate practice that forms the basis of a charge issued 

by the commission if the commission has begun a hearing on the 

record under this chapter with respect to the charge. 

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 60lA.17A CIVIL PROCEEDINGS 

HOUSING. 

1. a. If timely election is made under section 60lA.l6A, 

subsection 1, the commission shall authorize, and not later 
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1 than thirty days after the election is made, the attorney 
2 general shall flle a civil action on behalf of the aggrieved 

3 person in a district court seeking relief. 

4 b. Venue for an action under this section is in the county 

5 in which the alleged discriminatory housing or real estate 

6 practice occurred. 

7 c. An aggrieved person may intervene in the action. 
8 d. If the district court finds that a discriminatory 

9 housing or real estate practice has occurred or is about to 

10 occur, the district court may grant as relief any relief that 

11 a court may grant in a civil action under subsection 6. 
12 e. If monetary relief is sought for the benefit of an 

13 aggrieved person who does not intervene in the civil action, 

14 the district court shall not award the monetary relief if that 

15 aggrieved person has not complied with discovery orders 

16 entered by the district court. 

17 2. A commission order under section 601A.1SA, SUbsection 

18 II, does not affect a contract, sale, encumbrance, or lease 

19 that was consummated before the commission issued the order 

20 and involved a bona fide purchaser, encumbrancer, or tenant 

21 who did not have actual notice of the charge issued under this 

22 chapter. 

23 3. If the commission lssues an order with respect to a 

24 discriminatory housing practice that occurred in the course of 

25 a business subject to a licensing or regulation by a 

26 governmental agency, the commission, not later than thirty 

27 days after the date of issuance of the order, shall do all of 

28 the following: 

29 a. Send copies of the findings and the order to the 

30 governmental agency. 

31 b. Recommend to the governmental agency appropriate 

32 disciplinary action. 

33 4. If the commission issues an order against a respondent 

34 against whom another order was issued within the preceding 

35 five years under section 601A.15A, subsection 11, the 
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1 commission shall send a copy of each order issued under that 

2 section to the attorney general. 

3 5. On application by a person alleging a discriminatory 

4 housing practice or by a person against whom a discriminatory 

5 practice is alleged. the district court may appoint an 
6 attorney for the person. 

7 6. In an action under this section. if the district court 

8 finds that a discriminatory housing or real estate practice 

9 has occurred or is about to occur, the district court may 
10 award or issue to the plaintiff one or more of the following: 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 
16 

17 

18 

a. Actual and punitive damages. 

b. Reasonable attorney's fees. 

c. Court costs. 
d. Subject to subsection 7. any permanent or temporary 

injunction. temporary restraining order, or other order, 

including an order enjoining the defendant from engaging in 

the practice or ordering appropriate affirmative action. 

7. Relief granted under this section does not affect a 

19 contract. sale. encumbrance. or lease that was consummated 

20 before the granting of the relief and involved a bona fide 

21 purchaser. encumbrancer. or tenant who did not have actual 

22 notice of the Eiling of a complaint under this chapter or a 

23 civil action under this section. 

24 8. a. On the request of the commission. the attorney 

25 general may intervene in an action under this section if the 

26 commission certifies that the case is of general public 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 
34 

importance. 

b. The attorney general may obtain the same relief 

available to the attorney general under subsection 9. 

9. a. On the request of the commission, the attorney 

general may file a civil action in district court for 

appropriate relief if the commission has reasonable cause to 

believe that any of the following applies: 

(1) A person is engaged in a pattern or practice of 

35 resistance to the full enjoyment of any housing right granted 
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1 by thlS chapter. 

2 (2) A person has been denied any housing rlght granted by 

3 thlS chapter and that denial raises an issue of general public 
4 Importance. 

5 b. In an action under this section, the district court may 

6 do any of the following: 

7 (1) Order preventive relief, including a permanent or 
8 temporary injunction, restraining order, or other order 

9 against the person responsible for a violation of housing 

10 rights as necessary to assure the full enjoyment of the 

11 housing rights granted by this chapter. 
12 (2) Order another appropriate relief, including the 

13 awarding of monetary damages, reasonable attorney's fees, and 

14 court costs. 

15 (3) To vindicate the public interest, assess a civil 

16 penalty against the respondent in an amount that does not 

17 exceed any of the following: 

18 (a) Fifty thousand dollars for a first violation. 

19 (b) One hundred thousand dollars for a second or 

20 subsequent violation. 

21 c. A person may intervene in an action under this section 

22 if the person is any of the following: 

23 (1) An aggrieved person to the discriminatory housing or 
24 real estate practice. 

25 (2) A party to a mediation agreement concerning the 

26 discriminatory housing or real estate practlce. 

27 10. The attorney general, on behalf of the commission or 

28 other party at whose request a subpoena is issued, may enforce 

29 the subpoena in appropriate proceedings in district court. 

30 11. A court in a civil action brought under this section 

31 or the commission in an administrative hearing under section 

32 601A.15A, subsection 11, may award reasonable attorney's fees 

33 to the prevailing party and assess court costs against the 

34 nonprevailing party. 

35 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 601A.20 EFFECT ON OTHER LAW. 
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1 1. This chapter does not affect a reasonable local or 

2 state ~estriction on the maXImum number of occupants permitted 

3 to occupy a dwelling or restriction relating to health or 
4 safety standards. 

5 2. This chapter does not affect a requirement of 

6 nondiscrimination in other state or federal law. 

7 EXPLANATION 

8 This bill provides additional procedures, civil remedies, 

9 and a criminal penalty for unfair or discriminatory housing or 

10 real estate practices. The Iowa civil rights commission may 

11 issue subpoenas and order discovery in support of 

12 investigations and hearings related to unfair or 

13 discriminatory housing or real estate practices. The 

14 commission may refer complaints to local agencies who are 

15 recognized by the united States department of housing and 

16 urban development as having ordinances enforcing fair housing 

~17 
18 

nghts. 
Under this bill, persons are prohibited from discriminating 

~ 

19 on the basis of race, color, creed, sex, religion, national 

20 origin, disability, or familial status with regard to 

21 Inspection, sale, or rental of dwellings. Discrimination also 

22 includes refusal to permit reasonable modification of property 

23 for disabled persons who will pay for the modification, 

24 refusal to make reasonable accommodations in rules, policies, 

25 practices, or services, and failure to include design and 

26 construction standards to assist disabled persons in 

27 multifamily dwellings constructed for first occupancy after 

28 March 12, 1991. 

29 A person who intentionally intimidates or uses force or a 

31 

32 

30 threat of force to interfere with another person's housing 

rights or business dealings relating to housing, is guilty of 

a serious misdemeanor. 

33 

34 

35 

The commission may join a person as an additional 

respondent to a housing discrimination complaint if during 

investigation, evidence shows the person should be alleged to 
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1 have committed a discriminatory housing practice. Additional 

2 procedures are provided to provide for mediation of 

3 discrimination complaints. The commission may authorize civil 

4 action for temporary or preliminary relief pending final 

5 dlsposition of a complaint. 

6 If the commission finds at a hearing that a respondent to a 

7 complaint has engaged in a discriminatory housing or real 

8 estate practice or is about to engage in a discriminatory 

9 practice, the commission may order appropriate relief 

10 including actual damages, reasonable attorney's fees, court 

11 costs, and other injunctive or equitable relief. To vindicate 

12 the public interest, the commission may also assess a civil 

13 penalty up to $50,000 depending on the respondent's prior 

14 record of committed discriminatory practices. At the request 

15 of the commission, the attorney general shall institute legal 

16 proceedings to recover a civil penalty due from a respondent. 

17 Moneys collected are to be credited to the fair housing fund. 

18 Under the bill, a complainant, a respondent, or an 

19 aggrieved person on whose behalf a complaint was filed may 

20 elect to resolve the complaint by filing a civil action in the 

21 distrlct court. The election must take place within 20 days 

22 after receipt of notice by the person or, in case of the 

23 commlSSlon, within 20 days after the date the charge was 

24 issued. An aggrieved person may file civil action within two 

25 years after the termination of an alleged unfair housing 

26 practice or breach of a mediation agreement. An aggrieved 

27 person may also flle a civil action for an unfair housing 

28 practice without having filed a complaint with the commission 

29 or without regard to status of the complaint. The bill also 

30 provides that the attorney general shall represent an 

31 aggrieved person if the person makes a timely election with 

32 the commission. The district court may award monetary damages 

33 in the same manner as the commission including actual damages, 

34 reasonable attorney's fees, court costs, and civil penalties 

35 to vindicate the public interest for persons with previous 
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1 records of committed discriminatory practices. 

2 BACKGROUND STATEMENT 

3 SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 

4 This bill includes the changes in Iowa civil rights housing 

5 law which are needed in order to be considered "substantially 

6 equivalent" to the federal Fair Housing Amendments of 1988. 

7 The department of housing and urban development (HUD) rules 

8 implementing these amendments require that the Iowa civil 

9 rights housing law be certified as "substantially equivalent" 

10 by January 13, 1992. If this does not occur, the civil rights 

11 commission will no longer be eligible to receive funds from 

12 HUD. The civil rights commission has received a contract for 

13 $96,500 in 1991 funds for case processing, training, and 

14 incentive projects. The commission has also received a grant 

15 in the amount of $75,000 for a twelve-month fair housing 

16 initiative. BUD is also in the final stages of reviewing a 

17 $125,000 extension of our current two-year $198,000 computer 

18 expert system grant. Failure to enact this legislation would 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

eliminate 

budget. 

this funding from the civil rights commission's 
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deed. referee's deed, assignee's deed or shenffs deed which has been recorded in thE' offlce 
of the recorder of the county or counties in this !jtate In which the land described in the deed 
is situated prior to January I, t-91G 1980. unless the action is commenced prior to January I, 
1-9Sl1992.. and if an action to set a.side. cancel. annul. declare void or invalid. or to redeem 
from the deed is not commenced prior to January 1. HISlIgg2. then the deed and all the proceed· 
ings upon which the deed is based liTe valid and unimpeachable and effective to convey title 
as stated in tht'! deed, without exception for infancy. mental illness. absence from the state. 
or other disability or cause, provided that this section and section 614.23 do not apply to real 
property described in a deed which IS not on July 1.1980 Iggl, in the possessIOn 01 those claim· 
ing title under the deed. -
~ On and afte.! January ~..! 1992, an action shall ~ be maint.;ti~e<! ~ set aside~ {ancel, annul. 

or vOid a deed, and an action shall not be maintained to redeem from !luch deed. if the deed 
ha~ been r:ecoo:d-;d in-the offlc; Of the r~order for mo~e· than ten yea~s'.-The dee-d ~~st be 
rl?'cor~~~ !!! the of(;""c~ ~! the rec~_~; ~ the county ~ ~ounties !!! whjc~ th;-land ~~c.;ri~d 
~ ~ deed ~ situated. !!!~ action under this sub~ectlOn ~ not commenced wi!.hj!! ten years 
~ l~ recording 2f ~t,~ deed, then the deed and all pro<:ee?ings upon ~hic~ the deed \'! based 
are valid and unimpeachable an~ effedjve ~~ convey tJtle ~ stated!E. Lh!: deed. without !.xcep· 
!!2!! for infancy. mental illness. absence from the state. ~ other dj8a~j"l.ity or cause. ~~ used 
i~ this subsection '~~ed" mean~ ~ tax deed. guardian's deed. executorJ: deed, admini.strator's 
!teed. receiver's !!e~~ ref('ree~ deed, assignee's deed, ~~ sheriffs dee~ 

However. ~N,~ ~ubsection and seclio~ 614.23 do ~ ~ ~ real property described ~ ~ 
decd ~ hich ~ for more !.!tan ten yea~ ~ the ~ssession of ~ p~.!"~n claiming ~ltle under ~h~ ~eed 

Sec ,10. SectIOn 589.20, Code 1991. is repealed. 

Approved May 17. 1991 

------------~--~ 

CHAPTER 184 
DISCRI;llINATORY PRACTICES IN HOUSING AND REAL ESTATE 

H.F. 656 

AN ACT relatIng to unfair or discriminatory practices in housmg and real e'itate, pro\.'iding 
Cl'o'il remedies. and a criminal penalty. 

Be It ETU1.cted by th.e General Assembly of tlte Sta.te of lou...a.: 

Section l. SectIOn 60lA 2. subsection 8. Code Iggl, is amended to read as follows: 
8. "Famihals\.a\.us" means one or more mdividuals under the age of eighteen domiciled with 
~ one of the follOWIng: 

a. A parent or another person haVIng legal custody of the individual or indlvidual~ 
b. The designee of the patent or the other person having custody of the individual or 

individuals. with the written permission of the parent or other person 
~ ~ person who ~ ~nant ~ ~~ !.!! the ~~ ~ securing !egal cust~..r ~ the indivJdual 

or individuals. - -

Sec 2. Section 60lA 5. Code 1991. is .mended hy addtng the follOWIng new subsectIOns 
NEW St:BSECTION. 13. To issue subpoenas and order discovery as provided by thIS sec· 

hon to aid' orinvesti~l.1.tions and hearing~ of alleged unfair or discrimmatory houstng or real 
property practices The subpoenas and discovery may be ordered to the same extcnt and are 
subject to the same hmitatlOns as subpoenas and dlsc.;overy In a <'ivil action in district court 

1II. ... _____ ,u ... ,""' ... 'r .. -. •••. -_ .• -

I 
--1 
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NEW SUBSECTION. 14. To defer proceedings and refer a complaint to a local commiS3ion 
that has been recognized by the United States department of bousing and urban development 
as having adopted ordinances providing fair housing rights and remedies that are substan­
tially equivalent to those granted under federal law. 

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. SOIA.SA ADDITIONAL UNFAIR OR DISCRIMINATORY 
PRACTICES=-UOUSING. 

1. A person shall not induce or attempt to induce another person to sell or rent a dwelling 
by representations regarding the entry or prospective entry into a neighborhood of a person 
of a particular race. color. creed. sex. religion. national origin. disability. or familial status. 

2. A person shall not represent to a person of a particular race, color. ereed, sex. religion, 
national origin. disability. or familial status that a dwelling is not available for inspection. sale. 
or renLtl when the dwelling js avaibble for inspection, sale. or rental. 

3. a. A person shall not disttiminate in the sale or rental or otherwise make unavailable 
or deny a dwelling to a buyer or renter because of a disability of any of the following persons: 

(1) That buyer or renter. 
(2) A person residing in or intending to reside in that dwelling after it is sold. rented. or 

made available. 
(31 A person assocIated with that buyer or renter. 
h. A person shall not discrimiaate against another person in the terms, conditions. or 

privileges of sale or rental of a dweJling or in the provision of services or facilities in conne<:· 
tion with the dwelling because of a disability of any of the following persons: 

(11 That person. 
(2) A person residing in or intending to reside in that dwelling after it is sold. rented. or 

made available. 
(31 A person associated with that person. 
c. For the pul'p()SeS of this subseelion only. discrimination includes any of the following cir­

cumstances: 
(I) A reCusal to permit. at the expense of the disabled persOll, reasonable modifications of 

existing premises occupied or to be oecupied by the person if the modifications are De<:essary 
to afford the person full enjoyment of the premises. 

In the case of a rental. a landlord may, where reasonable to do so, condition permission for 
a modification on the renter's agreement to restor~ the interior of the premises to the eondi· 
tion that existed before the modification. reasonable wear and tear excepted. 

(2) A refusal to make reasonable actommodations in rules. policies. practices. or services. 
when the accommodations are necessary to afford the person equal opportunity to use and 
enjoy 0 dwelling. 

(3) In connection with the design and construction of covered multifamily dwellings for first 
occupancy after January 1. 1992, a failure to design and const.ruct those dwellings in a manner 
that meets the following requirements: 

(a) The public USe and common use portions oC the dwellings are readily accessible to and 
usable by disabled persons. 

(b) All donrs designed to allow passage into and within all premises within the dwellings 
are sufficiently wide to aUow passage by disabled persons in wheelchairs. 

(e) All premises within the dwellings contain the following features of adaptive design: 
(j) An accessible route into and through the dwelling. 
(jj) Light switches. electrical outlets. thermostats. and other environmental controls in acces' 

sible locations. 
(iii) Reinforcements in bathroom walls to allow later installation oC grab bars_ 
ijv) Usable kitchens and bathrooms so that a person in a wheelchair can maneuver about 

the space. 
d. Compliance with the appropriate requirements of the American national standard Cor build· 

ings and facilities providing accessibility and usability for pbysically bandlcapped people. com­
monly cited as "ANSI A 117.1". satisfies tbe reqUirements of paragraph "c". subparagraph 
(3), subparagraph subdivision (e). 
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e. Nothing in this subsection requires that a dwelling be made available to 3. person whose 
tenancy would constitute a direct threat to the health or safety of other persons or whose 
tenancy would result in substantial physical damage to the property o[ others. 

4. a. A person whose business includes engaging in residential real estate related transac­
tions shall Dot discriminate against a person in making a residential real estate related trans· 
action a.~ailable or in terms or conditions of a residentwl'ea1 estate related traruJ&ction beeause 
of race, C!oior. creed. sex, religion, national origin. disability. or familial status. 

b. For the purpose of thi9 subsection. "residential real estate related transaction" mean:; 
any o[ the following: 

(1) To make or pun:hase loans or provIde other financial assistance to purchase. construct. 
improve. repair. or maintain a dwelling. or to secure residential real estate. 

(2) To sell. broker. or appraise residential real estate. 
S. A person shall not deny another pcr$Oo access to. or membership or participation in. a 

multiple-listing ~rvice. real estate brokers' organization or other service. organization. Or facility 
relating to the business of selling or renting dwellings. or discriminate against a person in 
terms or conditions of access, membership. or partieipation in such organiution beta.use of 
race. color. creed. sex. religion. national origin. disability, or familial status. 

Sec. 4 NEW SECTION. 60lA .1lA HOUSING OISCRIMIN ATION. THREA T OF FORCE 
OR INTIMIDATION - PENALTY. 

1. A person commits a public offense if the person. whether or not acting under color of 
law. by force or thre.at of force. intentionally intimidates or interferes with or attempts to inter­
fere with a person under any of the following circumstances: 

a. Because o[ the person's race. color. creed. sex. religion. national origin. disability. or familial 
status. and because the person is or has been selling. purchasing. renling. occupying, or financing. 
contracting for. or negotiating for the sale, purchase. rental, or occupation of any dwelling. 
or applying for or participating in a service. organization, or facility relating to the business 
of selling or renting dwellings. 

b. Beeause the person is or has been doing any of the following: 
U) Partici.pating. without dis.c:rimination bei!ause of race, ~olor. creed. sex. religion. national 

origin. disability. or familial status. in an activity. service, organiutlon. or facility described 
in paragraph "a". 

(2) Affording another person the opportunity or protection to so participate. 
(3) Lawfully aiding or encouraging other persons to participate. WIthout discrimination 

because of race. color. creed. sex. religion. national origin. disability. or familial status, in an 
activity. service. organization. or facility described lD paragraph "a". 

Z. A person violating this sedion is guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 

Sec. 5. Secbon 601A.12. subsection 3. Code 1991. is amended to read as [ollo",s: 
3. The rental or leasing of less than sHt four rooms within a single housing accommodation 

by the occupant or owner of such housing atcommodation. if the occupant or owner or memo 
bers of that person's family reside therem !!! the accommodation. 

Sec. 6 Section 6OIA.12. subsection 4. Code 1991. is amended by slriking tbe subsection. 

Sec. 7. Section 601A.12, subsection 6, paragraph a. Code 1991. is amended to read as follows: 
a. For ~ ~!~ percent occupancy by at least one person fifty·five years of age or older 

per unit, and providing significant facIlities and services specifically designed to meet the phys­
ical or social needs of such persons. 

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 601A.12A ADDITIONAL HOUSING EXCEPTION. 
Section 601A.8A does n;;i" prohibit a person engaged in the business o[ furnishing appraisals 

of real estate from taking into consideration factors other than race. color. creed. sex, religion. 
national origin, disability. or familial status in appraising real estate. 
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Sec, 9. NEW SECTION. 601A.15A ADDITIONAL PROCEEDINGS - HOUSING DIS· 
CRIMINATION. 

1 &. The commission may join a person not named in the complaint as an additional or sub­
stitute respondent if in the course of the investigation. the commission determines that the 
person should"" alleged to have committed a discriminatory housing or real estate praotice. 

b. In addition to the information required in the notiee, the conunission shall include in a 
notice to a respondent joined under this subsection an explanation of the basis for the deter· 
mination under this subsection that the person is properly joined as a respondent. 

2 .•. The commission shall. during the period beginning with the filing of a complaint and 
ending witb the filing of a charge or a dismissal by the commission, to the extent feasible, engage 
in mediation with respect to the complaint. 

b. A mediation agreement is an agreement between a respondent and the eomplainant and 
is subject to commission approval. 

c. A mediation agreement may provide for binding arbitration or otber method of dispute 
resolution. Dispute resolution that results from a mediation agreem.,nt may authorize appropri. 
ate relief, including monetary relief. 

d. A mediation agreement sball he made public unless the complainant and respondent agree 
otherwise. and the commission determines that disclosure is not necessary to further the pur­
poses of this chapter relating to unfair or disuimination in housing or real estate. 

e. The proceedings or results of mediation sball not be made public or used as evidence in 
a sub""luent proceeding under tbis chapter Mthout the written consent of the persons wbo 
are party to the mediation. 

f. After the completion of the eommission's in'(estigation, the commission sball make avail. 
able to the aggrieved p..rson and tbe respondent information derived from the investigation 
and the final investigation report relating to that investigation. 

3. a. If the commission concludes, following the filing of a complaint. that prompt judicial 
action is necessary to carry out the purposes of tbis chapter relating to unfair or discrimina· 
1<)ry housing or real estate practices, the commission may authorize a civil action {or appropri­
ate temporary or preliminary relief pending final disposition of the complaint. 

b. On receipt of the eommission's authorization, the attorney general sball promptly file the 
action. 

c. A temporary restraining order or other order grantIng preliminary or temporary relief 
under this section is governed by the applicable Iowa rules of civil procedure. 

d. The filing of a civil action under this section does not afied. the initiation or continuation 
of administrative proceedings in regard to an administrative hearing. 

4. a. The commission shall prepare a final investigative report. 
b. A final report under this section may"" amended by the commiSSIOn if additional evi· 

dence is discovered. 
5. a. The commission shall determine based on the facts whether probable cause exists to 

believe that a discriminatory housing or real estate practice has occurred or isabaut to occur. 
b. The commission shall make its determination under paragraph "a" not later tha,n one 

hundred days aft.,r a complaint i. med unless any of the following applies: 
(1) It i.o impracticable to make the determination within that time period. 
(2) The commission has approved a mediation agreement relating to the complaint. 
c. If it is impracticable to make the determination within the time period provided by para· 

graph "b", the commission shall notify the complainant and respondent in writing of the rea· 
sons for the delay. 

d. If the commission determines that probable cause exists to believe that a discriminatory 
housing or real estate practice has occurred or is about to occur, the commission shall immedi­
ately issue a determination unless the commission determines that the legality of a zoning or 
land use law or ordinance is in ... olved .s provided in subsection 7. 

6. a. A determination issued under subsection 5 must include all of the following: 

" 
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(1) Must consist of a short and plain statement of the facts on which the CommISSIon has 
found probable cause to believe that a discriminatory housmg or real estate practice has occurred 
or is about to occur. 

(2) Must be based on the final investigative report. 
(3) Netd not be limited to tbe facts or grounds alleged in tbe eomplaint. 
b. Not later than twenty days after the commission issues a determination. the commission 

shall send a copy of the determination with information concerning the election under seetion 
601A.16A to all of the following persons; 

(1) Each respondent, together with a notice of the opportunity for a hearing as provided 
under subsection 10. 

(2) Each aggrieved person on whose behal! the complaint was filed. 
7. If the commission determines that tbe matter involves the legality of a state or loe.l zon· 

ing or other land use ordinance, the commission shall not wut a determination and shall immedi­
ately reff!r the matter to the attorney general for appropriate action. 

8. a. If the commission determines that no probable cause exists to believe that a discrimina­
_tory housing or real estate practice has occurred or is about to ~cur. the commission shall 
promptly dismiss the complaint. 

b. The eommission sball make public disclosure of eaeh dismissal under tbis section. 
9. The commission shall not issue a determination under this section regarding an alleged 

discriminatory housing or real estate practice after the beginning of the trial of a civil action 
commenced by the aggrieved party under federal or state law seeking relief with resped to 
that discriminatory housing or real estate practice 

10. a. If a timely election is not made under section 601A_16A. the commission shall pro­
vide for a hearing on the charges in the complaint_ 

h. Except as provided by paragraph "cn
, the hearing shall be conducted in accordance with 

chapler 17 A for contested cases_ 
c. A hearing under this section shall not be continued regarding an alleged discrimlD&Lory 

housing or real estate practice after the beginning of the trial of a civil action commenced by 
the aggrieved person under federal OT state Ja.w seeking relief with respect to that discrImina­
tory housing or real estate practice. 

II. a. If the commission determines at a hearing under subsection 10 that a respondent has 
engaged or is about to engage in a discriminatory housing or real estate practice, the commis­
sion may order the appropriate relief. including actual damages. reasonable attorney's fees, 
court costs. and other injunctive or equitable relief. 

b. To vindicate the public interest. the commission may assess a civil penalty against the 
respondent in an amount that doos not ex.ceed the following applicable amount: 

(I) Ten thousand dollars if the respondent has not been adjudged by the order of the <om· 
mission or a court to have committed a prior discriminatory housing or real esta te practice. 

(2) Except as provided by paragraph .. c .... twenty-five thousand dollars if the respondent has 
been adjudged by order of the commission or a court to bave committed one other discrimina­
tory housing or teal estate practiee during the five· year period endmg on the date of the filing 
of the eomplaint. 

(3) Except as prOVided by paragraph "e", fifty thousand dollars if the respondent has been 
adjudged by order of the commission or a court to have committed two or more discrimina­
tory housing or real estate practices durlDg the seven-year period ending on the date of the 
filing of the complaint. 

c. If the acts oonstituting the diseriminatory housing or real estate practice that is the object 
of the eomplaint are committed by the same natural person who has been previously .djudged 
to have comm1tted aets constituting a discriminatory housing or real estate prae:tic-e, the civil 
penalties in paragraph "b", subparagrapbs (2) and (3) may be imposed without regard to the 
period of time within which any other discriminatory housing or real estate practice occurred. 

d_ At the request of the commission. the attorney general shall initiate legal proceedings 
to re<:over a civil penalty due under this section_ Funds collected under this section shall be 
paid to the treasurer of state for deposit in the state treasury to the credit of the general fund. 

r 
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Sec 10. NEW SECTION 60lA 16A CIVIL ACTION ELECTED - HOUSING. -- -
1 3. A complainant. a respondent. or an aggrieved person on whose behalf the complaint 

was filed may elcct to have the charges asserted in the complaint decided in a civil action as 
provided by section 60IA.17A. 

b. The election must be made not later than twenty days after the dale of receIpt by the 
electing person of service under section 6OlA.15, subsection 5, or in the case of the commis­
sion. not later than twenty days after the date the determination was issued. 

c. The person making the eledioo shall give notice to the commission and to all other com­
plainants and respondents to whom the election rela.tes. 

2. 3. An aggrieved person may file a civil action in district court not later that - two years 
after the occurrence of the termination of an alleged discriminatory housing or real estate prac­
tice, or the breach of a mediation agreement entercd into under this chapter. whichever occurs 
last. to obtain appropriate relief with respect to the discriminatory housing or real estate prac· 
tice or breach. 

b. The two--year penod does not include any time during which an admmistrative heanng 
under this chapter is pending with respect to a complaint or charge based on the discrimina­
tory housing or real estate practice. This sUbspctlon does not apply to actions arising from 
a breach of a mediation agreement. 

c. An aggrieved person may hIe an action under thIS section whether or not a discrinnna· 
tory housing or real estate complaint has been filed under seetion 601A.15A. and without regard 
to the statU$ of any discriminatory housing or real estatt complaint filed under that section. 

d. If the commission has obtamed a mediation agreement with the consent of an aggrieved 
person. the aggrieved person shall not file an action under this section with respect to the 
alleged discrtminatory practice that forms the basis for the complaint except to enforce the 
terms of the agreement. 

e. An aggrieved person shall not hIe an action under this sec..:tion with respect to an antg~d 
discriminatory housing or real estate practice that forms the basis of a charge issued by the 
commission If the commIS:non has begun a hearing on the record under this cha.ptcr with respect 
to the charge. 

Sec. 11 NEW SECTION. 601A.17A CIVIL PROCEEDINGS - HOUSING. 
1. a. If timely election is tndde under section 601A.16A. subsection 1, the commission shall 

authorize, and not later than thIrty days after the election is made. the attorney general shall 
me a ciVil action on behalf of th~ aggrieved person in a district court seeking relief. 

b. Venue for an action under this section is in the county in which the alleged discrimina· 
tory housing or real estate practIce occurred. 

c. An aggneved person may Intervene In the action. 
d. If the district court finds tha.t a discriminatory hOUSIng or real estate practice has occurred 

or is about to occur. the distnct court may grant as relief any relief that a court may grant 
10 a ciVIl actIon under subsectIon 6. 

e. If monetary rehef is sought for the benefit of an aggrieved person who does not inter· 
vene in the civil actIon. the district court shall not award the monetary relief If that aggrieved 
person has not complied with discovery orders entered by the district court. 

2. A commissIon order under section 601A.15A. subsection 11. does not affect a contract. 
sale, encumbrance. or lease that was consummated before the commission issued the order 
and lnvolved a bona fide purchaser. encumbrancer, or tenant who did not have actual notice 
of the charge issued under this chapter 

3. If the commission lssues an order with respect to a discriminatory housing practice that 
occurred in the course of a business subJect to a hcen:;ing or reguJation by a governmental 
agency. the commission. not later than thirty days after the date of i:i!:iuance o( the order. shall 
do all of the following: 

a. Send ('opies o( the findings and the order to the governmental agency 
b. Recommend to the go .... ernmental agency appropriate disciplinary action 
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4. II the commission issues an order against a respondent against whom another order wcu 
issued within the preceding five years under section 601A.l5A. subsection 11. the commission 
shall send a copy of each order issued under that section to tbe attorney general. 

5. On application by a pcrson alleging a discriminatory housing practice or by a person against 
whom a discriminatory practice is alleged. the district court may appoint an attorney for the 
person. 

6. In an action under this section. if the district court finds that a discriminatory housing 
or real estate practice has occurred or is about to occur, the district court may award or issue 
to thA plaintiff one or more of the following: 

3. Actual and punitive damages. 
b. Reasonable attorney's fees. 
c. Court costs. 
d. Subjed to subseetion 7. any permanent or temporary injunction. temporary restraining 

order. or other order, including an order enjoining the defendant from engaging in the prac­
tice or orderiQg appropriate affirmative action. 

7. Relief granted under this section does Dot affect a contJ'act, sale. encumbrance, or lease 
that was consummated before the granting of the relief and involved a bona fide purchase ... 
encumbrancer. or tenant who did not have actual notice of the filing of a complaint under this 
c~8.pter or a civil action under this section. 

a a. On the request of the commission. the attorney general may intervene in an action 
under this seetion if the commission certifies that the ease is of general public importance. 

b. The attorney general may obtain the same relief available to the attorney general under 
subsection 9. 

9. &. On the request of the commission. the attorney general may file a civil action in dis­
trict court for appropriate relief if the commission has reasonable cause to believe that any 
of the following applies: 

(1) A person is engaged in a. pattern or practice of resistance to the full enjoyment of any 
housing right granted by this chapter. 

(2) A person bas been denied any housing right granted by this chapter and that denial raises 
an issue of general public importance. 

b. In an action under this section, the district court may do any of the following: 
(1) Order preventive relief, including a permanent or temporary injunction, restraining order, 

or other order against the person responsible for a violation of housing rights as necessary 
to assure the full enjoyment of the housing rigbts granted by this chapter. 

121 Order another appropriate relief. including the awarding of monetary damages. reasonable 
attorney's fees. and court costs. 

(3) To vindicate the public interest, assess a civil penalty against the respondent in an amount 
that does not exceed any of the following: 

(a) Fifty thousand dollars for a first violation. 
(b) One hundred thousand dollars for a second or subsequent Violation. 
t. A person may intervene in an action under this section if the person is any of the following: 
(1) An aggrieved person to the discriminatory housing or real estate practice. 
(2) A party to a mediation agreement concerning the discriminatory housing or real estate 

practice. 
10. The attorney general. on behalf of the commission or other party at whose request a 

subpoena is issued, may enforce the subpoena in appropriate proceedings in district court. 
11. A court in a civil action brought under this section or the commission in an administra­

tive bearing under section 601A.15A. subsection 11. may award reasonable attorney's fees to 
the prevailing party and assess court costs against the nonprevailing party_ 

Sec 12. NEW SECTION. 601A.20 EFFECT ON OTHER LAW. 
1. This chapter does not affed a reasonable local or state restriction on the maximum num­

ber of occupants permitted to occupy a dwelling or restriction relating to health or safety 
standards. 
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2 This chapter does not affeet a requirement of nondiscriminatiOn in other sLite or federal 
low 

Approved May 17. 1991 

CHAPTER 185 
DISTRICT COURT CLERK - REPORTING REQUIREMENT DELETED 

SF. 102 

AN ACT eliminating the requirement that the clerk of the district court file an annual report 
with the treasurer of slate on cerl.1in fines. penaltie~. forfeitures, and recognizances. 

Be It Ewzded by the Generol Assembly 0/ the State 0/ /uw'" 

Section 1. Section 666.6. Code 1991. is amended to read .. s follows: 
666.6 ANNUAL REPORT OF OUTSTANDING FINES. PENALTIES. FORFEITURES. 

AND RECOGNIZANCES. 
The clerk of the district court shall make an annual report in writing to t.fte It'eitSUf'fl'' &f 

9ta~ iHt4 the state court administrator no later than January 15 of the fines, penalties. forfei· 
turet'. and recognizances which have not ~en paid. remltted. canceled. or otherwise satisfied 
during the previous calendar year 

Approved May 21. 1991 

CHAPTER 186 
URBAN RENEWAL AND URBAN REVITALIZATION 

SF. 547 

AN ACT relating to housing and residential development withm certain urban renewal areas 
and to ux exemption schedules [or revitalization areas and providing an appbcability date. 

Be It Enacted by the General As.embly 0/ the Stat. 0/ [o~ 

Section 1. Section 403.2, subsection 3. Code 199!. IS amended to read as follows: 
3. It is further found and declared that there exists in this state the continuing need for 

programs to alleviate and prevent conditions of unemployment: and that it is accordingly neces­
sary to assist. and retain local industnes and commercial enterprises to strengthen and revitalize 
the e<:onomy of this state and its municipalities; that accordingly it is necessary to provide 
means and methods for the encouragement and assistance of industrial and commercial enter­
prises in locating. purchasing. construettng. reconstructing. modernizing. improving. maintain­
ing. repairing. furnishing. equippmg. and cxpandmg in this state and its municipalities and 
for the p..!.o.!1sion ~ hous~K and residcntia~ development for ~ and moderate income fami· 
lies; that accordingly 1t is necessary to authorize local governing bodies to deSignate areas 
of a municipaltty as economic development areas for commercial and Industrial enterprises 
or ~o~~~ and residential development for low and moderate income fa.mlhes: and that it is 
also necessary to encourage the location and expansion of commercial enterprises to more 


