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S.? E.F. 

Section 1. Section 256.9, Code 1991, is ame~ded by adding 

2 the following new subsectiol1: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 45. Deve!op model guidelines for district 

4 in-se~vice training programs for truancy officers and direct 

5 the area education agencies to assist local school distric~s 

6 1n providing the programs. 

7 Sec. 2. Section 280.2, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

8 follows: 

9 280.2 DEFINITIONS. 

10 The term "public school" means any school directly 

11 supported in whole ar in part by taxation. The term 

12 "nonpublic school" means any other school whic~ is acc~edited 

13 or which uses licensed practitioners as inst~uctO~s. 

14 Sec. 3. Section 280.3, unnumbered paragraph l, Cooe 1991, 

15 15 amended to read as follOWS: 

16 The board of directors of each public school district and 

17 the authorities in charge of each nonpublic school shall 

18 prescribe the minimum ed.:cational progra:n and?~at:e,,_dance 

19 policy which shall require eac~ ch:ld t~tte~d schoo!. f~r. al 

20 least one hundred forty-eight_days, to be ::1":: by att~ndance 

21 for at least thirty-seven days each school Q'Jarter I for the 
-~---

22 schools under their jurisdictions. The xi~imum eaucatio~al 

23 program shall be the curriculum set forth in section 256.11, 

24 except as otherwise provided by law. The board of directors 

25 of a public school district shall not allow discrimi~at:on in 

26 any educational program on ~he basis of race, color, creed, 

27 sex, marital status or place of national ori9:n. 

28 Sec. 4. Section 299.1, Code 1991, is a~e~ded to read as 

29 follows: 

30 299.1 ATTENDA~CE REQUIREMENTS. 

31 ~~e Except as prOVided in section 299.2, the parent, 

32 guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a child ~ho ~~-ov~r 

33 ~eve"-8~d-~~de~-~ixtee~-yetirs-ef-~ge-by-Sep~effiber-i57-i~ 

34 l're;ler-phys:teai -8!'\d->l';e~t8 ± -cone ± t :i:orl-to-atte"d -:le~,oel i 5_.0: 

~ 5 ' 
oJ compu.lsory atte:;dance ag,,:, the chi:d ±!'! to 
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S.F. H.£'. 

2 acc "e';;;;"'ed ~o·".,....,,··L..';r cc"'oo' c·'- .-r.....,...,....e ... ~ .... .:.' r-.-:'·"'" ;'~s~'" ·,-. ..... ;"'0 
__ ~. ~ ":_~ ___ I ,~~~ !:.::....::: --=:.. _' ' __ ":' .. L ._': ._'::..:.--:~ __ ',_<;.._i " ::......,42=-~. v~: .:: __ :- ~_I. I..:_~~ ' ___ ..... --=...':"':_ 

J l~~ccotdaflc~~.i t:~~ t~~ p~gv i ?)_c)i~~ \:.)}:~ .. ~n~~~ ~.~_ ,~S9 ::2...., ~~~~ ). n9 __ ,~ 

4 5c}-:Gol~~.r, C,S ~~~ ined LJt(~E:::' .S?c:-:i.on 279. iG. ~!.:~~ )?zJ':i.:.',-l ,':?_~ 

7 recuired attendance ~o[ the sc~oals under :~3 ccn~rcl. - .. -- ---,----,-,---, -- ----- ,,- -_ .. , -". ---',-

8 'l"he boa rd of d i recto(_~ ____ g_~3~Dl L~_£J·~ ___ ':j:S' _~\'.::rLl.L~'L~0i:L (.;:-
9 a~ accredited nonoublic 5chooi ~av( ~v resc~.ution, recuire ---,------------._,-- ----- . , . 

11 schools are in session in any sc~ool yea~ a~~~ adoo: a ooJ.i.cY -'-- --~-,---- ~ 

L3 acceotable exc~ses for abse~ce ~~om school. 
-~- ,-,-,-' -----, 

19 1'1 lieu of 5~eh atterldarlce gaeh ae a public or 2cc:edited 

20 !!onp~bLc schoo~. a child may attend tlpe~ equivaient 2£i_vate 

21 inst!:lJctian for at least one hundred Jo:ty-~o<Jj.c_9_a..:L'? 

22 school_year by a licen5ed teacher elsevlhere. 

each 

23 Tne fail~re of a child ::.=c=--=---=-==--= to attend school or cOil1?etent 

24 E.~ivat~_instruct ~or:~ ljr.de!" chapt.er 299B, c:~F0-'yiG~,c i~~ t!1i~ 

25 ch~E_<=r. establishes, a reou':table pr.?5u:rptioil that .£l~~.£0i]d 

26 is tn:ant as defined in sect:on 299.8 a::~, ;;)::at :;-.e par_e:c~-~ 

27 guardian: or legal or actual custodia~ 

28 ccnnitted a violation of this chapter. 

of tr.e child ha~ 

29 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 299.1A COMPUSSORY ATTSKDA~CE AGE. 

30 A child who has redched tte age o~ six and is I:nder sixteen 

31 yedfs of age by September lS is of comp~lsory atLencance a~e. 

32 Sec. 6. Sect~on 299.2, Code 1991. :9 amended to read as 

33 tOl.:.ovlS: 

34 299.2 EXCEPT!ONS. 

35 SecL~on 299~: sha:l not apply to any chi~d! 

-2-



4 p~p±;s-whe-~aye-eeffi~ieted-t~e-ei~~t~-;=~de~ 

5 i. Who has comoleted the cecl;lre~ents for Grad~ation ~.n an -------------,-------.-------- -~ ----------
6 accredited schoo:!. or ~.as obtdj,r;ed a :-li.qh schoQ~ ea~li'Ja::"enci:::: ----- -- ----------- ---'--
7 ~ipl()ma unde~- chapter 259A. 

8 3 2. Who is excused for sufficient reaSOl1 by any cou~t or 

9 record or judge. 

10 4 3. While attending religious services or receivi~g 

11 religious instruc~ions. 

12 5 4. Who is attending a private college preparatory school 

13 accredited or probationally accredited under section 256.11, 

14 subsection 13. 

15 S_ Who has been excused under sectio~ 299.22. 

16 6 Wh - d d .- 29 n -' . 0 IS exernpte un er sec .. ~on ~.L~. 

17 Sec. 7. Section 299.3, Code 199:, is amended to read as 

18 follm-ls: 

19 299.3 REPORTS FROM PRfVA'?S ACCREDaED NONPCBL:C~ SCEOOLS. 

20 W±t~±n-ten-ciays-~pom-reeeipt-of-not±ee-~rem-ehe-seere~8~y 

21 of-the-gehool-distr±et-w±th±ft-wh±eh-Bfty-~~ivBte-5eho~±-~~ 

22 eond~ete~ On or before the third Friday in September of eac~ 

23 school year, and at a~tirre whea requested in indi vidual_ 

24 cases, the principal of gtH~h an __ acc~edited r.onpublic schoel 

25 shal17-onee-d~rin9-e8ch-sehoo~-ye8r7-Bnd-Bt-B~Y-~~ffle-whe~ 

26 re~lte!lted-±1"l-±nd;''''i:dI:lBl-eEleeg7 farnish to stleh the secretary 

27 of the public school district, within \-Ihich t~e accrec:!.iteQ 

28 nonpublic school is located, a certificate ano report in 

29 duplicate on corms r.rovided by the public school d)strict 0: 
30 the na~es, ages, and number of days attendance of each p~pil 

31 of 5aeh the accredited nonpublic school over-geve~-B~ci-~~cler 

32 stxteen-yea!'~-ef-ege y;r.o is of compulsor"j attenda;1ce. as~, tl-.e 

33 course of study pursaed by eee",-~::eh-eh;,:l:d ::':oe p'~pi!_, ene 
34 texts used, a~d the naxes of the teachers, during the 

35 preceding year and from the time of the last precedi11g r~port 

-3-
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S.F. H.f. 

2 s~a~.l retai11 o~e of the reports c~:d fils ~~2 ~:~2r ~: .. ~ t~e 

3 sec:e:ary of ~he a~ea ed~~ation agency. 

Sec. 8. 

5 :oEo\/s: 

D 299.~ aEPORTS AS ~O PRIVATE I~ST~UC?ION_ 

1.0 

:. L r e p--=> :: t 

l~ specified i~ sectio~ 279.10, s~bsectio~ ~. ':'ne st?cret.ary 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2? 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 
. , .... , 
J" 

The ~epo~t shzJ.l stdte 

~~e ~ame and age of the child, the period of ~i~e dcring which 

the chi:d has bee;~ or wi:l be u~dAr CO::loetent orivate 
~-.-,- -

~nstrustion for the ~e~eo~ che cou::-se 

study. texts used. a~d the ~ame and addcess o! the inst~uccor. 

:£h~~~~;l c ,.9L!a rd ~a:l. or legal or actual GUS radian. DE .. ~c.:-:i.~d! 

,,;r;o_J_s ..-2.~ac i ~g the. ~r. i _~~~r.c_~.r_~?;npeJ: en~.-EE ~ 'v<~_t ~tn.::: I. r LI_C t .l.,9fl.l. 

:;:-~r_ ~h2 !.irst t~mp/_,_sh:~ll als~. provid_e the district _~!it_tl, 

e 'd'-~e ·har· '- .... e ..... :-.~~..-1 ;":-:.e ""lac' ":-'e ; ....... ·~\'('ll·7.::.·:-iO· ... ·- ........ q;l'r~'~ 
\/ ... (:!,;\_ \, • L~I ...... ~ .... ~_U_:.~~~_I __ ,~_~~~~~_':_:.:_.',~':_'C_'_;.:.:...::::...~ 

under SeCtiOll 139.9. The terrI! Ijo~tline of co~(se of st~dyl' 

sha:: i~clude( but is no~ limited to, subjects c~vered, ueek~~ 

lessoi) plans, and time spe~t on the areas of study. 

Sec. 9. Sec~ion 299.5, Code 1991, is a~e~dec t~ reas a~ 

299.5 P~OOi:' Of HE:-JT'A~ OR ?Hi'SrCA~ CO~JIT:Ol\ . 

~l The parent, gua:~ia~, O~ !egal Ct act~a]. c~stodid~ of ~ 

32 c~iid who is 07~~··5ewen-a~d-~~cier-~ix~ee~-,ea~3-of-&gE-~Y 

school, or ~hose ~resence in 

to "he ~ea'tr.· o~ '-~~e' DUO i1 S S~~11 ~j I, _ . .L.. v"",:" ~._':"""::"':::'.':_ .,I..~Jo'" 
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S.F. E.F. 

1 furnish prooEs by tlfi±cid'o'it cert:f.i.ca:.~ ~ndl?F s~c~~ons 281.6 

2 and 281. 7 as to the physical or ",ental condi:.io;1 of ehe child. 

3 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 299.5A MEDIATION. 

4 IE a child is truant as defined in seceion 299.8. school 

5 officers shall attempt to find the cause for the child's 

6 absence and use every means available to the school to assure 

7 that the child does attend. If the parent. guardian. or legal 

8 or actual custodian. or child re~uses to accept the school's 

9 at~empt to assure the child's attendance or the school's 

10 attempt to assure the child's attendance is otherwise 

11 unsuccessful. the truancy officer shall ~efer the matter to 

12 the county attorney :or mediation or prosecution. 

13 If the matter is referred Ear mediation. the c0unty 

14 attorney shall cause a notice of the referral to be sent to 

15 the parent, guardian, or legal or actual cus~odian and 

16 designate a person to serve as mediator in t~e matte=. If 

17 mediation services are available in the cOr:l!l1'-.l!"'ity, those 

18 services may be used as the designated mediation service. 

19 mediation services are not available in the communi~j, 

20 mediation shall be provided by the county attorney or the 

:- F .-

21 county attorney's designee. The mediator shall contact the 

22 school, the parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian. 

23 and any other person the mediator deems appropriate in the 

24 matter and arrange meeting dates and times ~or discussion of 

25 the child's nonattendance. ~he mediator sha~l attempt to 

26 ascertain the cause of the child's nonattendance. attempt to 

27 cause the parties to arrive at an agreement relative to the 

28 child's attendance. and initiate referrals to any agencies or 

29 counseling that the mediator believes to be appropriate under 
30 the circumstances. 

31 If the parties reach an agreement. the agreene::t sr.all be 

32 reduced to writing and signed by a school officer, parent. 

33 guardian. or legal or actua: custodian. and :r.e child. ~he 

34 mediator. the school. and the parent. guardian. or :egal or. 

35 actual custodian Shall each receive a copy of the agreement. 

-5-
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S.F. !-!.F. 

1 which shall set forth the sectlement of the issues and future 

2 responsibilities of each pa:ty. 

3 The school district shall be respons~ble ~or monitoring any 

4 agreements arrived at th~ough mediation. 1: a parent, 

5 guordian, or legal or actua: custodian ~efuses to engage in 

6 mediation or violates a term of the agree:ne!1t, t~e :natte!: 

7 shall be rereferred to [he county attorney :or prosec~tlon 

8 under section 299.6. The county attor~ey;s oEfice or the 

9 mediation service shall require ~he pa:ent, guardian, or legal 

lO or actual c~s~cdian and the school to ?ay a fee to help defray 

11 the administrative cost of mediation services. Tt~ cc~nty 

12 attorney's off~ce or the med~ation service shail establish a 

13 sliding scale of fees to be charged parents, guardia~ls, a~d 

!4 legal or actua: custodians based upon ability to pay. A 

15 parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodia:) s~all not be 

16 denied the services of a mediator solely because of i~a6il!ty 

,/ to pay the fee. 

18 Sec. 1:: Sectio;) 299.6 , Ccde 199:, i.s a\;:endec. to read as 

19 :o::C\';$; 

20 299.6 VIOLATIONS -- COMMUNITY SE~VrCE iN-b~?~-S: OR FIN~ 

2] OR :MPRISO~ME~T. 

24299.: to thr0ucr. 299.5 or r~fuses 'cc oar::ici,:)dre 5~; ;~:,=:-ciat':'0(~ 
--"~.. -- ._------ ~.,---,~---,- .. --- .------ ,. 

A f~_~st offense conviction is punishahle bv imDr~son~.ent _. __ . ________ . ___ . __ . ________ ._ .. -L-___ . __ _ 

29 d':);.lars. 

30 thz.~ :ort.y ~.o-....:rs 'Y( ~;np~i(! corrr:l: .. nl.:y sec,/ice i.;.s~!:~.:;d oz a:;y 

.11 :'ir.e or lrl,pr:,so::i1\eJ~::'. A D::=:son .co::~~ic~ed.c~_ c:. sE,,?nc 

-6-



S.F. 

1 the person to perform unpaid camIn"mity service lnstead of any 

2 fine or imprisonme~t. 

3 A third or subsequent offense is a serio~s mlsdemeanor and 

4 a conviction is punishab:e by imprisonment no~ exceedinq 

5 thirty days or a fine not exceeclng one tho~sanc .. dollars, or 

6 both a fine and imprisonment. ~·he court ;na~der the person 

7 to perform unpaid community service instead of any fine or 

8 impr i sonmer. t . 

9 If community service is imposed as part of a sentencing 

10 order, the court may require that part or all of the service 

11 be oerformed Eor a public school dis:rict or nor-public schoo~ 

12 if the court finds that service in the school is approoriate 

13 under the circumstances. 

14 If a parent, guardian, or legal or act\la~ustodian of a 

15 child who is truant, has made an objective and reasonable good 

16 faith effort to comply with the orovisions of sec~ions 299.1 

17 through 299.5, the parent, guardian, or legal or actual 

18 custodian shall not be cri~inallv liable for the child's 

19 nonattendance. 

20 Sec. 12. Section 299.8, Code 1991, is ame~ded to read as 

21 follows: 

22 299.8 "TRUANT" DEFINED. 

23 Any child eve~-3eve~-6~e-tlftder-~i~teen-ye8r~-of-8ge7-in 

24 p~oper-pnysie6i-6nd-ffleneBt-eenditioM-to-8ttend-3enoot7 0: 
25 compulsory attendance age who fails to attend school regtli8r~y 

26 as provided in this chapter, or as required by the schoo~ 

27 board's or school governing body's attendance policy, or who 

28 fails to attend competent private instruction ~ncer chapter 

29 2998, without reasonable excuse for the absence, shall be 

30 deemed to be a traant. 

31 Sec. 13. Seccion 299.9, Code 1991, is amended to read as 
32 rollows: 

33 299.9 ~RHAHP-seHe6bS TRUANTS -- RULES FOR PUNISHMENT. 

34 The board of directors fflBy-prov±de-for-ehe-eonfiMe~eMr, 

35 fflB±~ten8~ee7-8nd-in~ertlet±on-of-t:tl8nt-ehiid!en-8nd-ffl8y-fd~ 

-7-



E.F. 

1 th~t~ptlrpoSe-e~tde~±~h-~~tlaftt-~eheerS-e~-5~~-ap8~t-5epe~ete 

2 1:'<:l<:"l!1\S-i:!I-fl!l7-p'd6he-3eheer-btid:d!:"~;-tlN6-!:~ of a~blic sch2.o1 

1 district or the author:ties in charoe of a~ accred~ted --.. ----,----- --- -_. --.- .,_. --~. -~-~.------- --
4 nonpublic school. shall prescr ibe reasonable r~les for t!1~ 

5 punishment of trua~ts. 

6 Sec, 14. Section 299.10, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

7 follm'is: 

S 299.10 TRUANCY OFFICERS -- A?PO!NTMENT ---eeMPENSA~feM. 

9 The board of each school district meY7-e:ld-~"-3cheor 

:0 d±~~~~et~-ha~~ft9-e-pop~lee±e~-ot-tw@Mty-t~~~5tlnd shall, 

cl appoint a t~uancy off~cer. 

~2 !n-d!-~e!'"~et~-he~~n~-tMet'"e·±-l"!-a-e:tey,-ehe ~ne board ~ay 

13 appoint a member of the police ~orceL O~ marshalL a3-~~e~ 

14 e£f~ee!'"7-8~d-ee~e~-d~~t~±et~-~a7-8ppO~~t~·a-eo~~ttlbl~ ~ 

15 ~t7ach~r, sctoo~ offici.al, or other suitab:'e person t.o_se.rve a~, 

16 !Che d:stri,ct truancy office_;::. Each schoo~ district shall 

17 provide an in-service training proqram for "he person 

18 "Ulpointed to serve as "he dist,r ict=-t::,::r,:::u:;:a=-:!';...c=-YL-.:::o",f",r=i.c;;:.:::e",',,;.,---The 
19 training program shall reflect, but is not limited to, 

20 information about sch021 and local legal procedures re:ating 

21 to the :net hods 0: b:andling tru.ant children and the children's 

22 families. 

23 S'deh-o£f!:eers-3ha=i-be-~aid-a-l:'eese~ee~e-e~mpe!lstleie!l-b7 

24 er.e-tll'ltll:'e.-

25 Sec. 15. Section 299.11, Code 1991, 1S amended to read as 

26 [01101';5: 

27 299.11 DUTIES O~ ?RUANCY OFFICER. 

28 The truancy officer shall may take into custocy Ivithout 

29 warrant any apparently truant child and place the child in the 

30 charge of the eeeeher-~!I-ehflrge-of-ehe-p~bx~e school 

31 principal, or t~rincipal's designee, designateo by the 

32 board of direc~Qrs of the school district in which ~e!:d the 

33 child resides, or of any pl:'ivete nonpublic schoel designated 

34 by ~he person-having-!ega!-eonero±-of-ehe-eniici parent, 

35 guarc:an, or legal or actual custodian; but :f it is other 

-8-



S.F. 

~ than a public school, the inst~uc~ion and maintel1ance o~ the 

2 child there%n shall be without expense to the sc~ool distr~ct. 

3 T~p truancy officer shal~ promptly instit\lte er~ffi~n~~ 

4 proceedings against any person violating any of ~he provisions 

5 of sections 299.1 t~-?99~5 through 299.5A. 

6 Sec. 16. Section 299.16, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

7 follows: 

8 299.16 FAILURE ~O ATTEND. 

9 School officers shall ascertain the number of children ewer 

10 gewen-and-tln~er-gi~teen-year~-e~-age who are of comoulsory 

11 attendance a~, in thelr respecLive districts, the number of 

12 sueh those children who de-net-attend-seheei are truant under 

13 section 299.8 or who have accumulated fifteen unexcused 

14 absences during a three-year period, and so Ear as possible 

15 the cause of the failure to attend. School officers shall, 

16 until July I, 1999, biennia~ly report this infor;cat~or. ~o the 

17 department of education on forms provided by the department~ 

18 The department shall attach a summary of the reoorts, ~~ 

19 analysis of the data, and policy recommendations based on the 

20 data analysis, along \-lith the <l~partment 's annual report ~,r.der 

21 section 256.9, subsection 28. 

22 Sec. 17. Section 299.18, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 299.18 EDUCATION -- STATE SCHOOL. 

25 Children ever-aeweM-and-tlfider-Mifietee~-yearg-ef who are of 

26 compUlsory attendance age and , .. ho are so ceaf or blind or 

27 severely handicapped as to be unable to obtain an education in 

28 the eommOM public or accredited nonpublic schools shall be 

29 sent to the proper appropriate state ge~oel-therefer 

30 institution, or sha:l receive BPoropriate special education 

31 under chapter 281, unless exe~pted, and any person having such 

32 a child under the person's control or custody shall see that 

33 ~tleh the child attends gtlen-sehoox the institution or special 

34 education progra~ during the scholastic year. 

35 Sec. 18. Section 299.19, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

-9-
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1 fol:ows: 

2 299.19 PROCEEDING AGAINS~ PARENT. 

3 Upon the failure of any ~ person havi~g :he custody and 

4 control of ~~e~ a deaf, blind, O~ seve~elv handicaooed c~ild --- ""----

5 to requite ±ts the child's a:tendance as prov~ded in section 

6 299.18, the state board of regents ~ay ~aKe application :0 the 

7 district court or the juvenile court of the county in which 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Ll 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

~t!eh the persor: resides for a!~ order req\..iiri~g ~'tle!'l :he ?erson 

to compel the attendance of ~~eh the child at the proper state 

institution. 

Sec. 19. SeCtlOn 299.20, Code ~991, is amended to read as 

fo110\1s: 

?99.20 ORDER. 

Upon the filing of the appl:cation xentio~ed 1n sect:on 

299.19, the time of heari~g s~all be determined by the 

juve~ile court or the distr:ct cc~rt. If, upon hea~i~g, tr.e 

co~rt determines that the person required to appear has :he 

custody a~d control of a child who should be requi!ed to 

attend a state seheo~ institution under section 299.18, tte 

court shall make al~ order req:..:ir lng :!~e;, the person to keep 

sueh the child in attendance at :!tlen-:!enee~ the institution. 

22 Sec. 20. Section 299.22, Code 1991, is amended :0 read as 

23 follol-IS: 

24 299.22 WHEN DEAf AND BLIND CHILDREN EXCUSED. 

25 Attendance at the state institution ~ay be excused when the 

26 superintendent tnereof-is-:!atisf~ed7 

27 l~--Phet-the-enild-~:!-±n-:!tlen-bodiiy-er-mentei-eo~d±~io~-e~ 

28 ~o-p~e~e~t-e~-~e~de~-ftltiie-Bt~e~danee-e~-~he-ge~eoi~ 

29 2.--~hat-~ne-eft~~d-~9-90-d±seesed-o~-posge:!:!e:!-:!tlen-ha6its 

30 as-to-render-the-eh~id~9-prege~ee-e-ffle~aee-te-the-heeltn-or 

31 morets-ef-etNer-ptlp~=s~ 

32 3.--Phat of tne institution determines that the chi:d is -----
33 efficie~tly ta~ght :or the schOlastic year :n a pr±vaee 

34 accredited nonpublic or othe: school devoted to ~~eh the 

35 instruction~ or oy a private tutor, in the or8ftehes-ta~9~t-t~ 

-':'0-



S.? n.:. 

2 unab~e to attend school ~nder sectio~ 299.5. ----_.---- -_.---- ---------
3 Sec. 21. N2\-l SECTION. 2993.1 PRIVATI:: :NS~'[{UCTIC~J. 

4 The parerlt. guardian. Or custodian of a chi!d of compulsory 

5 attendance age who places the c~ild under private instruc:ion 

6 shal: provide, unless otherwise exempted, competent private 

7 instruction in accordance with this chapte" A parent. 

8 guardian. or custodian of a child of compulsory attendance age 

9 who places the child Jncer private instruction WhICh is not 

10 competent private inst[uc~ion. or otherwise fails to comply 

11 with the requirements of this chapter. shall be presumed to 

12 have violated the provisions of sections 299.1 t~rough 299.4 

13 and is subject to the penalties provided in section 299.6. 

14 For purposes of this chapter. "competent private 

15 instruction" means private instruction provided on a daily 

16 basis for at least one hundred forty-eight days during a 

17 school year. to be met by attendance for at least thirty-seven 

18 days each school quarter. by a licensed practitioner. or other 

19 person under section 299B.3. which results in the student 

20 maKing adequate progress. 

21 For purposes of this chapter and chapter 299. "private 

22 instruction" means formal instruction in a setting other than 

23 and not affiliated with a public or organized accredited 

24 nonpublic school. 

25 Sec. 22. NEW SECTION. 2998.2 COMPETENT PR:VATE 

26 INSTRUCTION BY LICENSED PRACTITIONER. 

27 

28 to 

If a licensed practitioner provides competent instruct:on 

a child of compulsory attendance age. the practitioner 

29 shall possess a valid license or certificate which has bee~ 

30 issued by the state board of educational examiners under 

31 chapter 260 and '"hich is appropr late 

32 levels of the children to be taught. 

to the ages and grade 

Sectio~s 299B.3 through 

33 299B.7 do not apply to competent private lnstruction provided 

34 by a licensed practitioner under this sectio~. 

35 Sec. 23. NEW SECTION. 299B.3 PRIVA':'E INSTRUCTION BY 



NONLICENSED PERSON. 

A parent, guardian, or custodian of a child of compulsory 

3 attenda~ce age provj.ding co~petent private ins~r~ct~oIl to the 

4 ,. Id ' 11:l': t ~, ~" ~, 1 . CIll sna __ l.,ee a16 0. toe .0. oWlng requirerrents: 

S 1. Complete and send. in a ~imely manner. the report 

6 required under section 299.4 to the schoo~ district of 

7 residence 0: the child. 

8 2. Ensure that the child under the parent's. guardian's. 

9 or custodian's instruction is tested annually to determine 

10 whether the child is making adequate progress, as defined in 

11 section 2993.6. 

12 3. Report the child's annual test results ~o the schocl 

13 district of residence of the child and to the departT.enc cf 

14 education by a date ~ot later tr.an June 30 0: each year in 

15 which the child is under private instruction. 

0"" , 16 Sec. 24. NEW SECTION. 299B." ANNUAL AC"iIEVHIE:-JT TESTS --

17 REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURE. 

18 1. Each child oE compulsory attendance age who is 

19 receivi~q competent private instrllction shall be tested 

20 annually by May 1. ~sing a nat:onally recognized standardized 

21 achieve~ent test chosen by the child's parent. guardian. or 

22 custodian from a list of approved tests provided by the 

23 department of education. 

24 2. A child. who is seven years of age and is receiving 

25 competent private instruction or who is placed under competent 

26 private instruction for the :irst time, shall be administered 

27 a test for purposes of ohta:ning educational baseline data. 

28 3. The director of :he department of education. or the 

29 director's designee. which may include a school district or an 

30 area education agency, shall administer each test required of 

31 children under competent private instruction. Test:ng shall 

32 occur at a time and a place to be determined by the person 

).;3",. 33 responsible for administering the test. 

34 4. The parent. guardian. or custodian of a child receiving 

3S competent private instruction may be present when the child is 

-12-
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1 tested, but ar.ly if both t~e pare~t, gua~dianr or custodia~ 

2 and the child are under the supervision of the test 

3 administrator. 

4 5. The administration of tests shall include, but is not 

5 limited to, purchas:ng of test materials, giving :he tes~s, 

6 scorlng and interprecing the tests, and repo:ting the :est 

7 results. 

8 6. The parent, guardian, or custodian of the child being 

9 tested shall reimburse the entity providing the test 

10 administration for the cost of testing required by this 

11 chapter. However, the parent, guardian, or custodian is not 

12 required to reimburse the tes~ing entity for costs incurred as 

13 a result of testing and eva:uation under section 2993.9. 

"(' 14 ").) ?:.;' 
Sec. 25. NEW SECTION. 299B.5 REPORTING OF ~EST RESULTS. 

The results of tests administered to children of compulsory 15 

16 attendance age who are under competent private instruction 

17 shall be reported by the test administrator to the child's 

18 parent, guardian, or custodian, the school district of 

19 residence of the child, and the department of education. 

20 Personally identifiable information relating to or contained 

21 in the test scores is confidential and shall not be released 

22 without the prior consent of the child's parer.t, guardian, or 

23 custodian except as otherwise permitted by law. 

33>~24 Sec. 26. NEW SECTION. 2998.6 FAILURE TO MAKE ADEQUATE 

25 PROGRESS. 

26 If the results of tests, administered to a child of 

27 compulsory attendance age who is under competent private 

28 instruction, indicate that the student has failed to make 

29 adequate progress, the parent, guardian, or custodian shall 

30 cause the child to attend an accredited publ:c or nor-public 

31 school at the beginning of ehe next school year unless, before 

;,;,,332 the beginning of the next school year, the chi:d retakes the 

33 same test and the results indicate that adequace progress has 

34 been made or the director of the department of education, or 

35 the director's designee, grants approval for competent private 

-13-
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1 instruction to continue under a plan for remediation. 

2 A child who is required to attend an accredited public or 

3 non~ublic school u~der this section shall continue attendance 

4 at an accredited public or nonpublic school until the chi!d 

5 achieves adequate progress. 

6 For purposes of this chapter. "adequate progress" means, 

7 for children 1n all grade levels of competent private 

8 instruction, test scores which are above the thirtieth 

9 percentile, nationally normed, in each oe the areas of 

10 reading, mathematics, and language arts, and \·,hich indicate 

11 either that the child has made six rronths' progress from the 

12 previous test results or that the child is at or above grade 

13 level for the child's age. FOr children in qrade levels six 

14 and above, "adequate progress" also means that the child has 

lS achieved test scores in both science and social studies which 

16 are above the thirtiet~ percentile, nationally nermed, and 

17 which either indicate that the child has made six month~' 

18 progress from the previous test res~lts or that the ~hild 1S 

19 at or above grade level for the child's age. 

20 Sec. 27. NEW SECTION. 299B.7 NOTICE TO PARENTS --

21 REMEDIATION. 

22 If a child is placed under competent private instruction 

23 and the child fails to make adequate progress under competent 

24 private instruction. the director of the department or 

25 education, or the director's designee, shall notify the 

26 parent, guardian, or custodian of the child that the child is 

27 required to attend an accredited public or nonpublic school, 

28 unless approval for competent private instruction under a 

29 remediation plan is granted. The director. or the director'ti 

30 designee, may provisionally approve continued competent 

31 private instruction under an approved remediation plan 

32 designed to improve instruction for up to one year. 

33 Sec. 28. NE\~ SEC'l' ION. 2 99B. 8 DUAL ENROLLMENT. 

34 A child who is receiving competent private instruction 

35 under this chapter shall also be registered in a public schoo: 

-14-
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1 for deal eIl~o11ment purposes. The chi:d shall also be 

2 permi~ted to participate on the same basis as p~blic school 

3 children in any extracurricular activities avai!able [0 

4 children in the child's grade O~ group. The ch~cd shal: be 

5 included in the public school's baslc enrol~ment ~nder 

6 sections 442.4 and 257.6 and shall be counted as one pupi:. 

7 Sec. 29. NEW SECTION. 299B.9 CHILDREN REQUIRiNG SPECIAL 

8 EDUCATION. 

A child of compulsory attendance age who is identified as 

10 requiring special education under chapter 281 is not eligible 

11 for placement under competent private instruction without 

12 prior approval of the p:acement by the director of the 

13 department of education, in cooperation with the director of 

14 special education of the area education agency of the child's 

15 district of residence. 

16 A child who has been placed under competent private 

17 instruction, whose performance on the tests required under 

18 this chapter indicates that the child may require special 

19 education, shall be referred for evaluation under chapter 281 

20 and the rules of the state board of education. Testing sha~l 

21 occur at a time and a place to be determined by the person 

]A;£722 responsible for adffii~istering the test. 

23 Sec. 30. NEW SECTION. 299B.IO RULEMAKING. 

24 The department of education shall develop and recommer.d and 

25 the state board shall adopt rules to implement this chapter. 

26 Sec. 31. REPEAL. Chapter 299B is repealed effective June 

27 30, 1995. 

28 Sec. 32. Sections 299.13 and 299.l4, Code 1991, are 

29 repealed. 

30 EX?LANATION 

31 This bill makes changes in laws related to and wh:ch affect 

32 Iowa's compulsory attendance procedures. The bill changes the 

33 beginning compulsory atte~dance age :rom seven to six years of 

34 age. Compulsory attendar.ce policy for students a:tend:ng 

35 accredited schools is to be set by the board of directors of a 

-2.5-
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1 school district or other governing or nonpublic body of a 

2 private school. The exceptions from compulsory attendance, 

3 including children who were over the age of fourteen and 

4 regularly employed or whose educational qualifications are 

5 equal to those of pupils who have completed the eighth grade, 

6 are stricken. Deadlines are added to the provisions relating 

7 to reports from accredited nonpublic schools, and reports 

8 relating to competent private instruction by licensed teachers 

9 ,must include information on immunization. If a child is 

10 truant, the matter can be turned over for either mediation or 

11 prosecution of the parent, guardian, or custodian. The 

12 penalty for violation of the compulsory attendance law has 

13 been changed to graduated terms of imprisonment, fines, or 

14' community service instead of fine or imprisonment. A census 

15 summary relating to attendance and school population must be 

16 provided to the department of education. 

17 The term "truant ll is defined as a child who fails to attend 

18 school for at least 148 days per school year or who fails to 

19 attend competent private instruction under chapter 299B. 
, 

20 bevelopment of rules relating to excuses from attendance at 

21 school and punishment of truants is made the duty of the 

22 boards of school districts. All districts must hire a truancy 

23 ~fficer who is to determine which children are truant and 

24 provide the district with information about the truant child 

25 And the names and locations of the child's parents. The 

26 compulsory attendance law is made applicable to even severely 

27 handicapped children. 

28 I This bill also creates a new competent private instruction 

29 l~w. Reports on competent private instruction must be filed 

30 b~ the third Friday in September, unless a child is placed 

31 under private instruction after that date. 

32 \ The competent private instruction law legalizes two forms 

33 of competent private instruction: instruction by licensed 

34 practitioners and instruction by parents, guardians, or 

35 custodians of children. If a child is instructed by a parent, 

-16-
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1 however, the child must be tested on at least an annual basis 

2 for adequate progress in learning. If the child fails to make 

3 adequate progress, the child will be required to attend an 

4 accredited public or nonpublic school, unless permission is 

5 granted to do otherwise. The costs of testing, except for 

6 testing related to special education, must be reimbursed by 

7 the parent, guardian, or custodian to the entity which 

8 provides the test administration. Children req~iring special 

9 education may not be placed under competent private 

10 instruction unless special permission is granted by the 

11 department of education, in cooperation with the director of 

12 special education for the area education agency o~ the child's 

13 district of residence. Children attending competent 

14 instruction are to be enrolled in their district of resicence 

15 and are each to be counted as one pupil. Children who are 

16 dually enrolled under chapter 299B are eligible :or both 

17 academic and extracurricular activities in their district. 

18 The bill may contain a state mandate under chapter 25B. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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.';.me:-:c nC!...:se ::'::"e ~55 :':$ :::; __ ::~IS: 
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HOUSE FILE 455 
8-3200 

1 .;!.n~e!1d Ho!;se Fi.!.e ':;55 a.s fo';'!.o~v·s: 
2 1. ?age _I i.ir.e J~i 6'1 5:~':'iZ.!.::g ::::e ' .. ;c-:·~~s "2xc~ot 
3 as orovided i~ sectic~ 2S9.2." a~d i~sec~:~g :~c 
4 ;ol2.cw:";"1g: "-:'he state of :Cf .... ·c ::-ecc·C:;':'Z:5 :~a":.". 

5 2. ?age i, :~ne 32, by ~~se~~i~s a~:e: ~~e ~ord 
6 "ctil~'1 :he ~ol:cw~~g: "has :~e u::~~a~e :ich: a~d 
7 ~esoo~sibilicy ~~: assur~~c :~at the c~iid aCGui:es 
8 bas~c ~ncw~edge a~d 5~~1:5 :~a: are esse~:ia::" ~ar 

Page 8 

9 ef~ec~ive c~tizens~iD. :he s~a:e, ~~ establ~s~i~c :~e 
:0 s~G:e's ~:c~~ :0 ensure ~~a~ :~:s respc~5:oi:::~ 
,. oer fo ......... -:i1ec c"'d t-~. el"e.·:yo -l:a6- pvp ..... . - ..... :.;:. OF CC~D···' 50'" - ....... 1 ........... • I_ ...... _~ " ..... _ __ 1 ..... '._ ........ ... h ...... __ , 

12 at~e~dance ~as :~e cccor:'l~~:~ to teCeLve :he ~as~c 
13 educat~o~ necessarY :0 be~ome a orcd~c:ive ci::ze~. 
14 ~eauire5 :~a~ :he ~aren:, g~a~cia~, cr :eca: or cc:~a~ 
15 c~s:odia~ of a child". 

? By BANKS of Plymcu:h 

HOUSE FILE 455 
H-3203 

.'1..menc House ?i~e ~55 as fC·~~C·NS: 
2 1. Page 2, :i~e 30, by 5~r~King ~he ~ord "six!' 
3 and i~set~~~g :he followi~g: "seven'l. 

By ~AGESCEU:~E of 3:e~e~ 

HOUSE FILE 455 
H-3210 

1 ~~enc House :ile 455 as :c::ows: 
2 
] 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 , , 
44 

~2 

lJ 
14 

1. ?age ~l, :ine 23, by st~~king ~~e words "and 
not af~ilia:ed ~it~". 

2. Page :1, :i:-:e 32, by :nser:.i::g afte:- t!i€ ',.Jere 
"~a~gh:." :~e ~c:~owi~g: "~he cornpete~t private 
ins~r~c~ion provided pu=sl!a~t :0 this sec:~on ~ay je 
pe:-~or~ed ~y, b~t is no: :~~~:ed :0 perfor~a~ce by, a 
teache: ~ho ~s e~ployed by a school ~i~tr~ct, ~~o 
ass:sts a~d s~pervises a pa:e~tf g~a~cian, or 
cusccdian ~to ~3 providing i~s:~uc:~c~ ~o a child ~~ a 
sett~ng other t~an i~ a p~biic or ~c~pub:~c schoo:, 
a~d who ad~i~~s:ers s~andardizeci ~ests ~o t~e stu2e~t 
:0 de~e:mine w~e~her ~~e 5:~ce~t is ~aki~g adeq~ate 
;>t'cg ress. " 

By SPEA« c: ~ee 
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7 
8 
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:0 
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officer. " 

5. By cenumnecir.g as necessary. 
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2. Page 11, ... .:.:-'.e 4, by i.nse:-t':'~g a:te~ ::::e ~.~·c~ds 
"g~ardian, or" the E~llowi~.<:;! u:;'e<;a:"'. 

3. Page 11, :l~e 8, by i~s2rti~g af:e: t~e ~crds 
"g~a:dian, or ll the ~ollow~~g: ":egal". 

4. Page 11, :':'r'.e 23, by s::-:"k':'::g :he ·tJorcs "a:-.c 
noe affiliated with'l. 

S. Page ::"1, ::'ne 32, by i~se:::.~ng a~ter ~he '~o::-d 
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5. Page :2, l~ne 2, 07 ~~ser:~~g after :he wcrds 
"s~ardia~, or" the fo:~ow:~g: II: ega:". 

7. ?age ~2, ::~e 3, by !nse:t~~g a~::e: tMe ~crd 
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"cus~adian" ~~e ~o::cwing: 11~@ga~11 

9. ?age 12, :~~e 23: by ~~se~t~~g af:er ~he ~o~d 
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET MARCH 20, 1991 Page 9 

3-3280 
Page 2 

'!- 1 14. Page 14, line 34, by striking the word "A" 
and inserting the following: "If a parent, guardian, 
or legal custodian of a". 

7 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

15. Page 14, line 35, by inserting after the word 
"chapter" the following: "submits a request, the 
child". 

.16. Page 15, line 1, by striking the words "The 
child" and inserting the following: "If the child is 
enrolled in a public school district for dual 
enrollment purposes, the child shall be permitted to 
participate in any academic activities in the district 
and". 

17. Page 15, line 4, by striking the words ". 
Theil and inserting the following: ", and the parent, 
guardian, or legal custodian shall not be required to 
pay the costs of any annual testing under this 
chapter. If the child is enrolled for dual enrollment 
purposes, the". 

By OLLIE of Clinton 
3-3280 FILED MARCH 19, 1991 ./ ) 
u~ ~ ~ -<:733'11" 3.3<f.5"'" 0..?? Cf <717 

I HOUSE FILE 455 
H-3270 

1 Amend House File 455, as follows: 
2 ~. Page 15, by striking lines 26 and 27. 
3 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

H-3270 FILED MARCH 19, 1991 
d~ 3h 7 (d· '?"!3) 

By SPEAR of Lee 

I HOUSE FILE 455 
H-3274 

1 Amend House File 455 as follows: 
2 1. Page 11, line 4, by str iking the word "The" 
3 and inserting the following: "It is the intent of the 
4 general assembly in enacting this chapter to 
5 facilitate a quality education for all children and to 
6 maximize opportunities for the education of children 
7 by the children's parents, guardians, or custodians in 
8 the home. Therefore, a". 
9 2. Page 12, line 32, by inserting before the word 

;>10 "person" the follo'.;ing: "parent and". 
11 3. Page 15, line 21, by inserting before the word 
12 "person" the following: "parent and". 

? By HI88AR9 of Madison 

H-3274 FILED MARCH 19, 1991 
;('~ -.51"<7 

MILLGR of Cherokee 
HURLEY of Fayette 

. ,. 



HOUSE CLIP SHEET MARCH 27, 1991 

HOUSE FILE 455 
H-3340 411'1 Arne~d amendment, H-3280, to House File 455 as 

;~'2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by insectir.g after line 6, the 
4 following: 
S " Page 3, by striking lines 3 and 4, and 
6 inserting the follQ(oJing: 
7 "i!. Whose educational qualifications are eq~al 
8 to those of pupils who have completed the eighth 
9 grade.'''' 

10 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

H-3340 FILED MARCH 26, 1991 
LOST (d'. :574-) 

By CORBETT of ~inn 

HOUSE fILE 455 
H-3341 

1 Amel)d the amendnent, H-3280, to House File ~55, as 
2 fo'..l.o\Ys: 
3 1. Page 2, by i~serting after line 18 :he 
<I fo:lo\"i:1g: 
5 " Page 15, by :nser:ing after ~ine 25, tr.e 
6 :ollowing: 
7 "Sec. ASSESSM~NT FOR CERTAIN CHILDREN. The 

Page 5 

-~ ~.o . .-"'. , 
l..i.. 

departmer.t of educa:.ion shall develop and recommend 
and the state board oE ed~catio~ shall adopt by :uly 
1, 1993. rules which provide an alternative assess~ent 
mechanism for children who meet age and edacational 

:2 development criteria generally accepted for placing a 
13 child in third Or a lesser grade. Rules adopted shacl 
14 reqaire that the assessment mechanism utilize 
l~ observation, anecdotal description of a child's 
16 achievement, sarep!es of the child's wor~, a~d other 
i7 samples of data re:ating to the child's academic 
18 performance, and shall include require~ents relating 
19 to collectioll and evaluation o~ the information. In 
20 developing the alternative assessment mechanism, the 
21 department Shall consul: with any available 
22 committees, councils, or task forces ",hich are ;;or:-ing 
23 on assessment issues. The department shall also 
24 develop any recommendations for legislation deemed 
25 necessary to implement the alternative assessment 
26 meChanism."" 
27 2. By numbering and renumbering as necessary. 

H-3341 FILED MARCH 26, 1991 
ADOPTED (4. E77) ." 

By OLLIE of Clinton 



seaSE FILE 
9-3287 

o~'7ie:-'.C ~:;e ~:7.e:-:Ci7'.e:;:. I 

2 :cllo'''''s: 
::-225G, -:,; . . - - .... 

_* ?a~e ~/ ~.~. :r:s~r:i~g a:::e: :i::e 25, ::-:e 
4 Eollot.,o':':-:g: 

" ?age :2, li~e 2:, ~y ~~s2:~i~g af:e: ~~e 
6 ',.,ord~esc" ::::e :,,::;::cY~·:i1g: !\~: '~:~'1e~ ::2:i.()~a:'-:"!o 
7 :eccg:--.ized assessme~: :00:"." 
8 
9 

, , 
-~ 

2. ?ase 1, by st~i~i~g l~~es 27 ar:a 28, ~~C 
~~se:ting :~e fo::ow~~g: 

"_ .. ~age :2, by s(:i~~~g ~:~e 22, a~c ~~5e::~~s 
~~e :Q~~0wlng! ":esal cus~cd:~~ ~rc~ a ~:E: ~~ 
a?9~Cv@d :es~s cr assessmen~ ::0:5 9~CI1:~e~ by :he". 

:3 Jo ?age i, :~~e 37, by S~:~~~~~ :~e ';c:d 
i4 "testina" a~d ~~se~~:~g ~~e ~c~:~wi~g; '·a5sessme~~·' 

:5 4. By ~umbe:~~s a~c =e~~~be~:~g as ~ecessa:y. 
By 8S~IE c: C:i~co~ 

House FILE 455 
H-3288 

~;lJ!'.e~d nouse ?':'2.e 4SS as :·::;::0t.;5: 
2 1. ?a.ge !.2, :'i:-:e 23, :>y ':':-:;e~t;':19 ~::e~ ::--.e :"iC:~~:: 

'I~es:." :~e ~o:~owi~g: "Persons adx~~i5te:~~~ ~he 
4 ~ests 5~al: ~ake e~ery 
5 ~~e tests a~ t~mes a~d 

2 . ?aqe 15, :i.::e 22, 
~o::~wi~g: "?e~sons ad~~~~s:e!~~G ~~e 

9 :es:s sha:l ma~e e'le:y :easo~ab:e ~~~o=:. :~ ad~~~~S:2= 
S "tes:..JI the 

~O :~e :ests at ~:~es a~c 

E-)288 
C((~ 

" 

. . .. . 
pa~e"t, gua:c~a~, or ~ega~ c~s:~c 

E:::'ED :-A.A~CH 
:;/n (-., Y<!o) 

" 

By 0:'::~ 0 

I 

• 



ROUSg CLIP SHEET MARCH 27, 1991 

HOUSE FILE 455 
8-3348 

1 Amend amendment, H-J200, to House File 455 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by insecting after line :5 the 
4 following: 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

" Page 12, by inserting after line 1 the 
following: "A parent, guardian, or custodian of a 
child of compulsory attendance age may provide 
competent private instruction in either of the 
following manners:" 

10 Page 12, line 2, by striking the word "A" 
11 and inserting the follovling: "1. A". 
12 Page 12, line 3, by inserting after the word 

Page 7 

13 "instruction" the following: 1I~::dec this subsection". 
Page 12, line 5, by striking the figure "l." 

15 and inserting the following: "a. II 

16 Page 12, line 8, by striking the figure "2." 
17 and inserting the following: "b." 
18 Page 12, line 12, by strl~ing the figure 
19 "3.~nd inserting the following: "c." 
20 page 12, by i~serting after line 15 the 
21 follov/ing: 
22 "2. The parent, g~ardian, oc custodian of a child 
23 of compulsory attendar.ce age providing competent 

private instruction to the child under this 
subsection, shall send a written notice to the clerk 
of the district court in the district 0: the child's 
residence within thirty days of the earliest starting 
date soecified in section 279.l0, subsection 1. The 
clerk shall retain and file the r.otice and forward a 
copy of the notice to ~he board of the local public 
school district and the district's area ed~cation 
agency. The notice shall state the names and ages of 
the children under competent private instruction, the 
location at which the private instruction by the 
parent, guardian, or c~stcdian 1S taking place, and 

24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 contain a certificatior. that the parent, guardian, or 
37 custodian will orovide instruction in readinc, 
38 language arts, ;athema:lcs, social studies, ~nd 
39 science. The notice shall also include at least one 
40 of the following: 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

a. Evidence that the parent, guardian, or 
custodian providing the competent private instruction 
holds a baccalaureate degree from an accredited public 
or private higher education institution. 

b. A written statement from a licensed teacher 
which certifies tha~ the teacher has examined a 
portfolio of the child's work and that the child's 
progress is adequate for the child's age and ability. 

c. The results cf a nationally normed standardized 
achievement test that demonstrates progress of no less 

-~-



HOUSE CLIP SHEET 

H-3348 
Page 2 

MARCH 27, 1991 

1 than the achievement of the fifteenth percentile in 

Page 8 

e2 the child's cumulative score, t. r.at is adm'nlste. red by 
3 a person chosen by the parent, guardian, or custodian. 

. 4 d. A writ~en statement that the parent, g~drdian, 
5 or custodian is conscientiously opposed, due to a bona 
6 fide religious belief or training, to the chi"d's 
7 attendance at a public or accredited private schooe. 
S Instruction methods and curriculum used in 
9 competent private instruction which is provided by a 

~o parent, guardian, or custodian are not subject to 
11 supervision or approval by a pub:ic sc~ool discrict, 
~2 area education agency, the department 0: educat:on, or 
13 the state board of education unless the parent, 
24 guardian, or custodian consents to the supervision or 
IS approval, nor is the district, a~ea educa:ion a~ency, 
l6 department, or scate board obligated to provide 
~7 services to children ~nde: th~s type of instruction. 
~8 A parent, gua~dlan, or cus~odian providing instruction 
19 under this section is also not required to provide 
20 instruction in any particular subjec~ matLer areas. A 
21 child ~ho is the subject of a notice unde~ thiS 
22 subsection is not t~uant, as defined under chapter 
23 299. 
24 Sections 2998.4 through 2993.7 do not apply to a 
25 parent providing competent pr~vace instruction under 
26 this subsection." 

. 
27~ Page 15, by inserting after line 25, the 

follOWing: 
"Sec. Section 602.8102, Code 1991, is ame~ded 

30 by adding the foEo\,i "1g neN subsec: ion: 
31 NEW SUBSECTION. 49A. Carry out dULles relating to 
32 recelp: and recording of notice of private instruction 
33 by a parent or guardian under section 299.4. 
34 Sec. Section 602.8105, subseccion 1, Code 
35 1991, is amended by adding tr.e following nev' 
36 paragraph: 
37 NEW PARAGRAPH. v. For fi:ing a not~ce of private 
38 instruction by a parent or guardian under section 
39 299.4, ten dollars."" 
40 2. By numbering and renumbering as necessary. 

H-3348 FILED MARCH 26, 1991 
NOT GERMANE ~.271) 

By H:BBARD of Madison 
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET MARCH 27, 1991 

HOUSE FILE 455 
8-3350 

~ ~end the amendnent, H-3280, to House File 455, as 
2 eollows: 
3 ~. Page 1, by siriking lines 43 through 48. 
4 2. Page 2, by striking lines I through 18, and 
5 inserting the following: 
6 " ay striking page 14, li~e 33, through page 
7 15, line 6." 
8 3. By numbering and renumbering as necessary. 

H-3350 FILED MARCH 26, 1991 
LOST (." 775) 

" 

By DAGGETT of Adams 

HOUSE FILE 455 
8-3357 

1 Amend the amendment, H-318S, to House file 455 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 2, by striking the word 
4 "striking" and inserting the following: "inserting 
5 afte!:'''. 
5 2. page 1, by striking lines 3 and 4, and 
7 inserting the following: "person other than a child 
8 who is the subject of a mediation agreement". 

H-3357 FILED MARCH 26, 1991 
uj.y 3/" -, (; ~~ 1 ) , <f 

By SPEAR of Lee 

Page 9 



HOUSE CLIP SHEET MARCH 27, 1991 Page 6 

HOUSE FILE 455 
8-3345 

1 Amend the amendment, H-3280, to House 2:1e 455 as 
;> f0110'"s: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting a:ter l:ne 50, ~~e 
4 following: 
5 " Page 13, by inserting aEter line 13, the 
6 Eo 110"; i ng: 
7 "7. In addition to the annual achievernellt tests, a 
8 parent, guardian, or legal cuscodian of a child may 
9 submit, as evidence of adequate academic progress, any 

10 of the following: 
11 a. A book of lesson plans, a diary, or ocher 
12 written record indicating the subjects taught and 
13 activities in which the child has been engaged. 
14 b. A portfolio of the child's wor~, inc:uding but 
IS not limited to, an outline of the curriculum used by 
16 the child, copies of homework comp:e~ed in conjunction 
17 with the curricu~um and instruc:ion, and copies of 
18 tests comp:eted by the child ~hich have been produced 
19 by :he parent, guardian, or legal custodian. 
20 c. Completed assessment tests. o:her than the 
2~ annual achievenent test, which are admir.istered to a 
22 pupil as part of the compe~e~t prlvate ins:ruction by 
23 the parent, guardian, or legal custodia~. 
24 If a parent, guardian, or legal custodia~ s~bmi:s 
25 evidence under this section, the information shall be 
26 reviewed by a person designated as a~ eval~a[o[ by the 
27 director of the department of education. 7he 
28 evaluator shall prepare a report based on a rev:ew of 
29 the child's work submitted, whicn shall include an 
30 assessment of the child's achievemen~ or academic 
31 progress levels. If the evidence derncnsc:ates .. ~ =ne 
32 evalua~or's opinion, that the child IS achievi~g 
33 adequate progress, the report shall create a 
34 presumption that the child is ma~ing adeq~a:e progress 
35 and may be used to refute the reSUlts of the a~~ual 
36 achievement test." 
37 Page 13, line 34, by inserti~g after the 
38 word"made" the followina: ", the child has 
39 demonstrated adequate pe;formance in the opinion of an 
40 evaluator and documented in a report under section 
41 299B.4, subsection 7,"." 
42 2. By numbering and renumbering as necessary. 
By SHEARER of Louisa HuRLEY of Fayette 

HIBBARD of Madison PLASIER of Sioux 
PETERSEN of Muscatine SPENNER of Henry 
GRUBBS of Scott IVERSON of Wright 
CORBETT of Linn SVOBODA of Tama 
BAKER of Polk BROWN of Lucas 

H-3345 FILED MARCH 26, 1991 
ADOPTED C:} 777) 

- 'J 



"-- --
HOUSE CLIP EET MARCH 27, 1991 

HOOSE FILE 455 
R-3359 

:._l2 Amend the amendment, H-3274, to House file ~S5, as 
:. :o11o\.,.s: 
". 3 ?age L by inserting aEter line la, the follo~/ing: 

" "__ Page 12, :ine 33, by inserting afte:: the 
5 word "test.'1 the following: "IE the person 

Page 10 

6 resQonsible Eor administe::ing the tes~ and the paren: 
7 cannot agree on a time and place for administration of 
8 the test, the matter shall be submitted to a ~ediator 
9 as provided in section 2998.101."" 

10 2. Page 1, by inserting after line 12, the 
11 following: 
12 " page 15, line 22, by inserting after the 
13 ,vord-"t"est." the :ollovling: "If the person 
L4 ~espon51ble Eor administering the test and the pa::ent 
15 canno: agree on a time and a place for adml~is~ration 
16 of the test, the matter shall be Submitted :0 a 
17 mediator as provided in section 2993.101." 
i8 ___ ?age 15, by i~serting after line 25, tr.e 
19 foilo\·/ing: 
20 "Sec. NEW SECTIO~. 2993.101 MEO!ATION. 
21 If the parent, guardian, or c~s:odian and the 
22 person responsible :or administering the test, cannot 
23 ag~ee or. a time or p:ace :or ad~i~istratio~ of the 
24 test, the ~atter shall be reEe~red to the co~nty 
25 attor~ey for med:ation. 

• 

If the x.atte~ is referred for ~ediation, the county 
I~ attorney s~all cause a notice of the referral to be 
'-·'--_8 sent to the pare~t, guardian, or custodian and the 

29 pe~son responsible for adreinistering the test and 
30 shall designate a person to serve as mediato~ in the 
31 matter. If mediatLon services are available in the 
32 community, those services ~ay be used as the 
33 designated mediation service. If mediation services 
34 are not available in the COIT'"1\Unity, mediation shall be 
35 provided by the co~nty attorney or the county 
36 attornev's desianee. The mediator shall contact the 
37 parent,-g~ardia~, or custodian, the person responsible 
38 ~or administer!ng the test, and a~y other person the 
39 mediator deems appropriate in the matter and arra~ge 
40 meeting dates and times for discussion of the matter. 
41 The media~or shall attempt to ascertain the cause of 
42 the failure to agree on a time and peace for :esting, 
43 attempt to cause the parties to arrive at an agree~ent 
44 relative to the child's testing, and initiate 
45 referrals to any agencies or counseling that the 
46 mediator believes to be appropriate under the 
47 circumstances. 
43 If the parties reach an agreement, the agree~ent 
49 shall be reduced to writing and signed by the person 
50 responsible for administering the tesc and the parent, 

• 
-l-



HOUSE CLIP SHEET MARCH 27, 1991 

H-3359 
?age 2 

1 guardian, or custod an. The mediator, the per50I~ 
2 resuonsible for adm nisterinc the test, and "he 
3 par~nt, guardian, or custodian sha~~ each receive a 
4 copy of "he agreement, which shall set forth the 
5 settlement of the lssues and future responsibilities 
6 of each party. 
7 The school district shall be responsible for 
8 monitoring any agreements arrived at through 
9 mediation. If a parent, guardian, or custodian 

lO refuses to engage in mediation or violates a term of 
11 the agreement, the matter shall be rereferred to the 
12 county attorney for prosecution under section 299.6. 
13 The county attorney's office Ot the mediation service 
14 shall require the parent, guardian, or custodian and 
15 che school to pay a fee to help defray the 

Page 11 

16 administrative cost of mediation services. The county 
17 attorney's office or the mediation service shall 
18 establish a sliding scale of fees to be charged 
19 parents, guardians, and custodians based upon ability 
20 to pay. A parent, guardian, or custodian shall not be 
21 denied the services of a mediator solely because oE 
22 inability to pay the fee."" 

By HIBBARD of ~adison 
26, 1991 

---.---

• 
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~-3363 
!~l Ame:1d House File 455, as follows: 

HOUSE FILE 455 

2 1. By striking page 12, line 2, through page l4, 
] line 19, and inserting the fo!lowing: 
4 "T~e parent, guardian, or custodian of a chi:d who 
5 ~s over six and under sixteen years of age by 
6 Septe~ber 15, who wishes to instract the child without 
7 the assistance of a licensed teacher, shall se~d a 
8 written notice to the clerk of che district court in 
9 the district of the child's residence withi~ thirty 

10 days at the earliest starting date specified tn 
11 section 279.10, subsection 1. The clerk shall retain 
12 and file the notice and forward a copy of the no~ice 
l3 to the board of the local publIC school district and 
14 the district's area ed~cation agency. The notice 
lS s~all state the naw.es and ages of the children under 
16 competent private instruction, the location at whic~ 
L7 the p~ivate instruction by the parent, guard:an, or 
18 cus~odian is taking piace, and contain a certification 
19 that the parent, guardian, Ot custodian will provide 
20 i~struction in ~eadi~g, lar.guage arts, mathe~a~ics, 
21 s0cial studies, and science. T~e notice shall aeso 
22 include at least one of the following: 
23 B. Evidence that the rarent, guardian, or 

_
4 cus~odian providir.g :ne compe~ent private ir.struction 

~.. 5 holds a baccalaureate degree from an accredited pub:ic ":_.6 or private higher education institution. 
27 b. A written statement from B licensed teacher 
28 which certifies that the teacher has examined a 
29 portfolio of the child's work and that the child's 
30 progress is adequate for the child's age and abili~y. 
31 c. The results of a nationally normed standard~zed 
32 achievement test that demonstra~es progress of no less 
33 than the achievement of the fifteenth percentile in 
34 the Child's cumulative score, that is administered by 
35 a rerson chosen by the parent, g~ardian, or custodian. 
16 d. A written statement that the parent, guardian, 
37 or custodian is conscientiously opposed, due to a bona 
38 fide religious belie~ or training, to the child's 
39 attendance at a public or accredited private school. 
40 Instruction methods and curriculum used in 
41 competent private instruction which is provided by a 
42 parent, guardian, or cuscodian are not subjec: to 
43 supervision or approval by a public school district, 
44 area education agency, the department of education, or 
45 the stat~ board of education un:ess the parent, 
46 guardian, or custodian consents to the supervis:on or 
47 approval, nor is the district, area education agency, 
48 department, or state board obligated to provide 
49 services to children ~nder this type of instruction. 
~ A parent, guardian, or C~~:odian providing instruction 



11-3363 
Page 2 

1 under this section is also not required to provide 
2 instruction in any particular subject matter areas. A 
3 child who is the subject of a notice under this 
4 subsection is not truant, as defined in this chapter." 
5 2. Page 15, by inserting after line 25, the 
6 following: 
7 "Sec. Section 602.8202, Code 2991, is amended 
8 by adding-rhe following new subsection: 
9 NEW SUBSECTION. 49A. Carry out duties relating to 

10 receipt and recording of notice of private instruccion 
11 by a parent or guardian under section 299.4. 
12 Sec. Section 602.8105, subsection 1, Code 
13 1991, is-aIDended by adding the following new 
14 paragraph: 
15 NEW PARAGRAPH. v. For filing a notice of private 
16 instruction by a parent or guardian under section 
17 299.4, ten dollars." 
18 3. By renumbering as necessary. 

By HIBBARD of Madison 
H-3363; FILED MARCH 26, 1991 
~-r<- 3/.n(", Y-1;.. ) 

BOUSE FILE 455 
H-3360 

1 Amend the amendment, H-3185, to House File 455 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 2 through 4 and 
4 inserting the following: 
5 "__ Page 6, line 22, by inserting after the 
6 word "person" the following: "other than a child who 
7 is the subject of a mediation agreement". 

8-3360 FILED MARCH 26, 1991 
~>.... ".I~ 7 (. .. ' H 7 ) 

, ~ 

By SPEAR of Lee 
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HOUSE FILE 455 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

,c. 10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

" 23 
4 

_5 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 

Amend House File 455 as follows: 
"1. Page 13, line 32, by inserting after the word 

"year," the following: "the child has been referred 
for evaluation and identified as requiring special 
education under section 299B.9,". 

2. Page 15, line 10, by inserting after the word 
"education" the following: "as defined". 

3. Page 15, line 10, by striking the words "is 
not" and inserting the following: "shall be". 

J 4. Page 15, line 11, by striking the word 
" ithout" and inserting the following: "if the 
parent, guardian, or custodian secures, as part of the 
competent private instruction, assistance from an 
individual or organization which possesses the 
necessary licensing and other credentials to be 
qualified as a provider of special education 
instruction. The parent, guardian, or custodian shall 
annually provide the department of education with 
written notice informing the department of the name of 
the individual or organization possessing the special 
education licensing and other credentials, providing 
proof or a method of verifying the individual's or 
organization's license and credentials, and verifying 
that the individual or organization has approved the 
special education program which is to be part of the 
competent private instruction and that the parent, 
guardian, or custodian has maintained contact with the 
individual or organization possessing the special 
education license and other credentials at least four 
times each year." 

5. Page 15, by 

I 
striking lines 12 through 15." 

By HURLEY of Fayette 
HIBBARD of Madison 

H-3362 FILED MARCH 26, 1991 
O(..-?- 347 Cu. ~'ll ) 

HOUSE FILE 455 
H-3367 

1 Amend amendment H-3362, to House File 455, as 
2 follows: 
3 1- Page 1, line 12r by inserting after the word 
4 "or" the word "legal". 
5 2. Page 1, line 17, by inserting after the word 
6 "or" the word "legal". 
7 3. Page 1, line 27, by inserting after the word 
8 "or" the word "legal". 

By HURLEY of Fayette 
H-3367 FILED MARCH 27, 1991 
ADOPTED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT~,?~) 

,------- -+---
I 

I 
I 

HOUSE FILE 455 
H-3372 . 

1 Amend House File 455 as follows: 
2 I 1. TItle page, by striking line 3, and insertingn 
3 the following: "mediation of truancy issues and 
4 penalties." 

By OLLIE of Clinton 
H-3372 FILED MARCH 27, 1991 
ADOPTED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT (j. ¥'1'?) 



.. ( 

e 

," 
tn 1.11 
"r E·' 

Q 
I'd 7. 
, .1 
)-1 oJ 
h. fT, 

U 
[.J (/} 
VJ ,-, 
~..J r" 
o 
!II 

,,. 

" ." .. , , 
J 'I' 

f~', 

~.p 

" '\1 
t: . 1 

" '. t: 

" 
I' U 

" ., I. 

I; '" 
. ,' .,. 
-, ... 
I. rl I' 

~, '11 
r I. '11 , 
tl "'1 t"J" 
"'1 1'\1 .,1 t. 

" " l; '.J o (,. 
, OJ! ; J 

'" " I) 1'\1 

~. f: " n , 
111 I ,. 
l, I\J .,1 ." ,I 
I ~ I" '" .. ' 
'1'1 '" ,,('1 

'" •. 1 

."" ." 
,r"'! .1 ." 

.... 1" .r~ C 
T' " 

" '" .,4 M '"') 
,(I" c: 

" 111 O. t, 
V) f.) III 
:J .' •. 0 
o Qt l~ 

!'r.T ~ aJ 
'\1 f= 

\, ---
o " 

'01 " 

" 1'\1 .• , :' 

" '" o 01 
,: tl \. 

OJ ~ 

"' '0 
'" :J II ..... 

"' '" '" 'J 
'" I.' (n 

1\1 ,p, 
~: C) h. 

-~ 

'n Nt '. . .. I, 
I: 1. ,n '. • I ~'. ," 

1'1, ., ,; "'I (' 
:r t.; 'll f) I,' .0 \ I (; 
~. I: f.' .-, ; I '.' 

• I .' ".J .1': ,. i"() 

"" f' " (I .' I " ?.' (; '11 :: ., 
I I " .) 1; .. ' 
", r, "t;' F I' ,1 

'" <1' I, " " · " " ',I ,: 
,~ I' "\1 III U) .' 

t: " '" II 

.( ~ .' 
" 

. ., 
fI' -.' /)' " '. 0' ,. '\' .r: I) t: 

,,\ 'Il tl(1 II I' m ~, 
f ~ l\l :( ,.,.. '" ') \. 

,,, 'J .' " '\, " 
,~ 'I I '" to 'I 
II,] (' I)1l t,~ '" \'1 ' •• 

... 1 .1; ,; II .. , , " 
C: II If. II' .... ,' " 
01 \, U :. 0 tJ .... 

N (; 'l ., () II. ~ .. 
."j 111 f" II .1: U 

(, .. 1 :-.. U '0 ." U LI C; 
I J ·,1 1.'·11 " 1 ~ loJ 

n '( 1">\ t: I_ '".f 
t. I) ,., 11 

.,. In . I 1. r.; I)J ,J 

lJ I' " nl U. 

., 
~I '11 
I' .c·: 
nl , • 

(1 t: I.' l! ~ 
I' j\I "\..' '._'" .. , .. .' " 

'U (\ 1; 1\1 t.I (\1 
:1 (11 \. 

0' II ,: n '(;1 .. I 

;- 'n f" tJ .' f! .t: 
'11 1\1 ,,~, 1\1 

V"l 'v '/I \. "' ''1 " I) :-t •. 1 t.J (fl 

nll· .. 1 tit ;1 
:~ \. '.1 to 
C'f :' I.~" I '\, 

• I'''' n II 
(II \. u ~l 

'11 r~ 

'I' n 
V'" 01 nJ " I.' VI 

c: I) on f~ ,~O " 
... t, 0) fli r: '1'1 1J 

1'"', 1'\(1 11' f\J a.. :1 •. ~ ••.• 
<"j ,(1 f; .oJ .• ' I, 

"' Il.t 1\1 01 IJ 
Cl, 'U III " .. ... 1 ~" 

bl'ItJUV'l .v 
1"": c: C~ :J lJ .C! 
",f\I'I.lJ"? r: ,.1 
.r: .t) ·0 '0 
u c; t: ~. ~1 

tt' C1I (/ I, 
,I ,.1 .• 1 I' 

'" o 

... .. , 
.r. )., '0 
U 0 

f1j I~ _., 
t!1 'l~ 

.r, 01 
!Jl , .• IJ •. ' C:"':--... 
11.1 f\1 '" ('I '11 0 

,Yo ( •• ro 
0> 
0> 

n) 

" 
or> 
'n 
-j 

IJ U ....... 
~. ~ .• 1\' • ..., :' Ql 0 
~, \. V .' lJ ,: 0 r, 
C) f) 1'":'" ttl .~, .r: 
'0 '1'1 'U ,~ ·n ." u 

.... ·V 'J 0 III t'1 

., 
" u :> :l t: \'"tf 

O. O. 1\, 'tt O. 
S F. I­

C>. 
\, ,<' t.. () C' I.' '" \. tn 

:I~ IJ L' '\1 ., '1' .r: 
". '.J 

e 
f: :'. " 1\, ,: '., " 
II n (I f; ". " ., 
,~ ,; '" I" :. " ," " J ~I 

C'1 " fl' I, t •. 
:' I' 1: t·: \' I: '. ,,' 1.1 ~ 01 ~ ~. Q) 

• I ~'fI I: •• " 
I. q /1,) I ...... 

,; " I, ... ,I. f. 

'. I" '" ~, ,. 

" '.J 
'1 
;, 

t: .1 ('\1 'I' '. 

',fl ,: " .' (11 I, 

,- ~1 .'.' I, t' 
:, 1'1' !'I' 111 'j' 

:-0. <;" t. I.' .. , 
t' t: '1, (I,ll '" f: 1"1"1 , I 
'/1 (\ '.J (I :' 0' 
I: t: 0 'tl I; (I '," ~. .. ' \, ". 'II 

U I. " \ ... 
., , , '. I 

"' ~I : I f\I II {l \' 'll " ,I; 
,.I \, (_ •• 1 'It tJ ("\ 'II " 
(1,1 I I " :. " :- '" " I. 11 II. I.: 

.• ' .. ~ !--. VI III ,J " ", .•• ,. 
n 

" 
1'1 I: '" ,f ~ 

1/1 I; ,: " ' ... 
'1.1 ~I ·n 

'.1 'I t: 
r. '\I () 
,v :-. 

'f' n 1'1 t, 
'.1 'I' '1' " 

t) " r: 
1..1 •• , ,.1 t1 • ". l'I' I: 
IU~' tJ •. ,,~ ,I l' :1·.' 
".(1.:1 :JtjJO'<;'I I' 
G I, .I.: t! t'l. t"I U 
f'"l t' '.' '.J \:: G ·tJ '" 1\1 .) t:,r, "1 (t C •. 1 

f\r f; I\j (J I'IJ . " ~ QI 

J, 

" ~ C; ttl' '" I·, 
I~ 'l, , .. III f: I) t: ~I 

t; ,t.) U Eu'·' 
f) ~ " ." I.' ~ 

u 
C; t: ." I, 

f)'" :--. " 
',.< I.' !Jl "I 'J 

!Jl • I ~., e I.' (\.1 • C 'J 

" ~, III t, 1\1 \, ~ '':1 
I.' 1'\'''''' :1 " 
,,/ tfJ c.: ·O.) '" t1 " 
('t'F.r".I'At::0 " " I, ,. "C '\1 ('II 

'. 0 ' •. 4 
OJ C; IJ t, "' 1\1 
.~, V .t:J 1.1 \. t::l 

" •. C ... 

o U lJJ ··1 t. 
,0 0 n1 ,.., (' ;'.: 1.1 

~ " 
" 

._. ;.~ ~,<, ' .. ) II) 0 (I 
." ).t n. ·'.1.1,; •. l 

.., 't E: 
'" tn ,. ()i " 

.• ' V) r~;:j 1. ':1 

.' a) tf .., f; (.11 t·: N 
II 11I ,: ~ (11 V 

en .• , In '0 .,~ ,. nJ 
~ ... c: (l .f.) ,: \.' 'r' 

111 (U t) •. 1 h _ -l .r. 
'l) ":~ U '/'1 .. I"l •• 1 U 
.r. ell.... ':'J r; 'I' ,"; .r; 0 
f ' j) I.' .• ' r , .(l 

QI 

:z 
o , . 
t, 
n, 

?5 
'" tn 
~. 

'.' 
" "' 
" ". ,. 
')1, ., 
I, 

." 
'" 

'" , . .. 
u 

" '" , . .. , , , 
", 
<'. 

'" , 

, 
o. 
:'J ... 

•• 
" It.' 
I)J "" ... 

." .. , 
' .. ' .,. , .• 
o I/) 
,I (l '. 
I' UI 
U .1: 

... ' I' ., 
I..' 'Ie, 

"' " .., 
.1;1 ." 

N1 

" ~I LI 

hl'l, 
~ III 
\, (] 

01 \, , .. 
...,' t'. 

" '" 
." 

" .. 
" 

I 

" 
~, 

'" 
" 

" "' '" f' 
0' 

" I' 
"11 I: 
,,\ 1\1 

" ,: ., 
... 'I .. , 
" (., I. 
.' ,~, 

LI I •. 

'" (; (.J' 

o 
.,' V) 
t I 'I, 

(11"1.1 
r: r., 
I, 1.1 
, ~ 'n 

" " '1 
f; 
() '" 
~ 'I, 

'" <J " 
l"": '" 
OJ 

OJ 
f:; liP 
t'l Id 

I, 
t.! 111 . .., ~. 

., I'J 
I' 

.~~ ~J 

, . 

l • 
U 
01 
h, 
h, ", 
,J 
...; 
U 
.n , , 
", 

...... , ,,' (l' 

,: .1 .1 I; 
" ,~ 

" 'II '0 
~~ I: 

'11 ., 
/'''' ·r) 

.. , ", " 
I' '11 1 I t"""\ 

t.n ·,f' ,: 
!'II ,'1 ". I" " '., U I •. , 

" " 'n ,. 
~. (I 

I" '11 a 1.1 
:' r .. J f; 

I.' :1 
(11 () U 

II 1; :-.1,:;: 
('I (J ., (,I 

~, '" IV 
:1 ~ '''' 
'I (V 1'1 .' 
U E .t: (".., ,t 

;: 
:'. '" 'II 
t.: :-0.. , f ~ ", .' () 

I.' {) 
fll (": .r; 
, III I) 0 

"1 I' 'f) c:" 
,:" r • 

:1,-, 
1.1 .j 
q .,1 (.,. 

,: l'IJ U F' 
t, :J ('1 

", '\1 fl, 
OJ "' o 0 I.' 
'0 <..: to Mt 

:1 or: ,. 
" <\J 

" :.I fl. 
(., U QI IJ 
(11 t~ t: 
).. IU .. ' "II U'I 

" 'tl () ~ . ., 
r11 " .-. 
, , 

I.' 'U :J (\J 
'n '11 0 lJ 

.. , :' cd 
ttl 'I.' ..... W 
un" .. 
'" l.i :-0, 

r. L \11 
"" ., IV 0 ()IJ 

'lI bf'l fd 
o ,\I~' 

III H 'J •. 1 !lI 
.r:: "J 0 "' :' 
!, t: ,,: u MS 

' .. 
n 

"" " I, .. 
" ., 
f:: 
u 
I' 

'oj 

" " 
" l.lO 

.• ' 0 
&.1 ':, 

'" '04 0 
<10 
(U .... J 
I; v. 

>, 
'" , .. 1 " .. 'f, ,) .. 

F. 
'" " .. " 
" 0 ... 1 ~ 

~. 0. 
') O. 
'n .. .. , 

'oJ til 
·.·1 

•• 1 '" 
(11 u 
U ti 
t' .. 

".1 £i 
G' 
00 

" I. 
1.1 1')11 

'" 
" e on 0 
0· ... 1 
U U .. . ., 
W ." 

J"! OJ 
t·, F: 

~. 

L' 
0:: 

'" ., 
;. 

• 
I 

" 
\' .. 
:' ... 
"' , .. 
." t: 
(1'0 

CO ". (") 
" ,.( v, 

'" N > V> 

" 'r:1 !It. ._, 

" " ,._ '.1 

VI ~ 
~t .,., 

..' v. 
u r> 
C: \" . 
III "", 
.. o. 
." .. 
c: In o .,..., 

.,./ 
L> on 
"' e U nJ 

" " '(, !).II 

hi " <­
til n, 
n' 
L, on 

.-,: r. .., 

" " 1.1.,·1 

m 
I, 

U 1.1 

." o I, 
U ru 

u .. , 
G) 'I I 
~(.~ 'I, 
.... 0 

'" 

". o 
.~ 

u .. 
U 

" '" W 

..., 
a 
.... 
" Q) 
e; ... ... 
'" Q.. 
W 

:0 

.. 
.w 
IOJ 

Ij 

~ 

<J) 
.." ..., 

" .c 
C> 
N 
N 
N 

ttl 
VI 
-l 
~ 

til 
..: ..., 

u ,.... 

'" 



HoaSE CLIP SHEET MAY 2, 1991 Page 21 

• 
HOUSE FILE 455 

FISCAL NOTE 

A fiscal 
pursuant 
avaiLable 
request. 

note for House File 4~~ as amended by the House is hereby submitted 
to Joint Rule 17. Data used in developing this fiscal note is 
from the ~egislative Fiscal Bureau to members of che Legislature upon 

--------------------------------
HF 455 as amended by the House mekes changes in la'.s related to and 
vhich affect Iova's compulsory attendance procedures. The bi,l changes 
the beginning compulsory attendanc~ age from seven to six years of age. 
A compulsory attendance policy must be set for students attending 
acc~edited schools. If a child is truant, the matter "an be turned over 
for either mediation or prosecution of the parent, guardian, or 
custOdian. The term "cruant tl is defined as .IJ. child who fails to attend 
school for at least 148 days per school year or :aiLs to attend 
competent private instruction under Chapter 299B. The bi,[ allows 
school districts to appoint a truancy officer. 

The bill also creates a new competent private instructicn law which 
leg~lizes Cwo forms of competent private instr~ction: ~nst~uctiQn by 
licensed practltloners and instruction by parents, guardia~s. Or legal 
custodians of children. If a child is instructed by thE parent, the 
c. must be tested on an annual basis for adeGuate progress in 
~. Ing. Children attending competent instruction can be enrolled in 
t."::... district of residence for dual enrollme:1t purposes. Children ,..rho 
are dually enrolled under Chapter 2998 are eligible for both academic 
and extracurricular activities in their district. T~e parents will not 
be assessed any cost of the annuaL testing required, if dually enrolled. 
Students registered with the public school will be counted in the public 
school's basic enrollment for school finance purposes. The Department 
of Education 1S required to develop and adopt ru~es on providing 
~lternative asseSsment mechanisms for children 1n :hi~d grade Or ~ 

lesser grade by July 1, 1993. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Average district cost per pupil 1S $3,247 and the foundation level 
is 83.5%. 

2. Mediation and monitoring of mediation agreements of sao st~dents at 
an average staff cost of $800 per student. 

FISCAL E,FECT: 

, .. The Fiscal 
number of 
enroll in 
not have 

_catel;ory 

\C. 

Bureau does noe have any accurate way to estimate the 
students who are cur~ently home schooLed which may now 
their district of reside~ce or six year oLds who ~ould 

enrolled before this bill. Every !OO students in this 
would generate $324,700. Of this amount, $271,125 is the 
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state cost .. 

2. The cost to local dist6cts for :nediation and mon'to~i~g ~f 

mediation agreements is approximetely $400,000. 

3. Requiring the Department of Education to de,-elap and adopt ruLes 
which provide an alternative assessment mechanism for chiLdren ~n 
third grade or a lesser grade is est~mated to cost ~ minimum ~f 
$500,000 per grade level. If existing alternative assessment 
techniques are utilized the initial cast could exceed SlOO,OOO. 

Source: Department of Education (LSa 2220hv.3, JAS) 

FILED MAY 1, 1991 3Y DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 
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1 An Act relating to school instruction and attendance of children 

2 of compulsory school attendance age and providing for 

3 mediation of truancy issues and penalties. 
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S.F. H.f. 455 

~1 Section 1. Section 280.2, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

2 fOllows: 

3 280.2 DEFINITIONS. 

4 The term "public school" means any school directly 

5 supported in whole or in part by taxation. The term 

6 "nonpublic school" means any other school which is accredited 

7 or Which uses licensed practitioners as instructors. 

8 Sec. 2. Section 280.3, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1991, 

9 is amended to read as follows: 

10 The board of directors of each public school district and 

11 the authorities in charge of each nonpublic school shall 

12 prescribe the minimum educational program and an attendance 

13 policy which shall require each child to attend school for at 

14 least one hundred forty-eight days, to be met by attendance 

15 for at least thirty-seven days each school quarter, for the 

16 schools under their jurisdictions. The minimum educational 

17 program shall be the curriculum set tortn in section 256.11, 

18 except as otherwise provided by law. The board of directors 

19 of a public school district shall not allow discrimination in 

20 any educational program on the basis of race, color, creed, 

21 sex, marital status or place of national origin. 

22 Sec. 3. Section 299.1, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 299.1 ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS. 

25 ~"~ Except as provided in section 299.2, the parent, 

26 guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a child who i~-o~er 

27 ~e~e~-end-tlnd~r-~ixteen-yeer~-of-e~e-by-5eptember-i5,-in 

28 prop~r-phy~ieei-e~d-men~e±-eond±t±o~-to-et~e~d-~e~ooi is of 

29 compulsory attendance age, shall enro±± cause the child in to 

30 attend some public school, eo~~enein9-e~-prov±ded an 

31 accredited nonpublic school, or comoetent private instruction 

32 in accordance with the provisions of chapter 299B. durIng a 

33 school year, as defined unde. section 279.10. The board of 

34 directors of a public school district or the governi~g body of 

3S an accredited nonpublic school shall set the number of days of 

-1-
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1 reauired attendar.ce :or ~he schools ur.der i:s c~ntro:. 

2 The board of direc':::ors of_a public 0:: :he. governing bod";' of 

3 an accredited nonoublic school may. by resolution. requi!e 

4 attendance ±~-~he-pttbiic-sehoeis for the entire ~i~e when the 

5 schools are in session in any school year and adoot _~_~:icy 

6 or rules relating to the reasons considered to be valid or 

7 acceptable excuses for absence from school. 

8 A-ehild-sheii-ette~d-e~-eee~ed±ted-e~-epp~e~ed-~ehoo~-~o~ 

9 et-teest-o~e-httnd~ed-twe~ty-day~-eeeh-seheoi-jea~.--~he 

10 ~eqtti~eMent-~ha±i-be-fflet-by-a~~enda~ee-fo~-a~-iea~~-thi~~y 

11 deys-eaeh-seheor-qtta~~e~7-o~-e-siMiia~-distrib~e~e~-o~ 

12 a~~endenee-~h~ottghett~-the-seheot-yea~. 

13 fn-riett-o~-Stte~-a~tendanee-stte~-ehtzd-ffi~y-sttene-~pe~ 
• 

14 eqtti~azent-inst~~etie~-by-a-~ieensed-teaehe~-elsey.he~e. , ... 
Jgs15 ':'he failure of a child to attend school or competen~. 

16 E£ivateinstructio~n~u~n~d~e~r~c~.h~a~p~t~e~::~2~9~9~B~.~a~s~o~[~o~v~i~d~e~d~.~i~n~:~~~.i~s 

17 chapter. establishes 

18 is truant as defined 

a rebuttable presumption tha: the child 

in section 299.8~a~n~d~t~h~a~t~~t~h~e~p~a~r~e~~~t~. 

19 guardian. or legal or actual custodian of 

20 cow~itted a violation of this chapter. 

the child has 

21 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 299.1A COMPULSORY ATT~NDANC£ AGE. 

22 A child who has reached the age of six and is ~nder sixtee0 

23 years of age by September 15 is of co~pulsory at:e~dance age. 

24 Sec. 5. Section 299.2. Code 1991. is amended to read as 

25 foLolvs: 

26 299.2 EXCEPTIONS. 

27 Section 299.1 shall not apply to any child: 

28 ~~--Who-i~-o~e~-tn~-age-ot-~ott~tee~-end-t~-reg~%e~ly 

29 employed. 

30 r.--Whose-ed~eaeio~ai-qttelit±eetton~-are-eqoaz-to-these-ot 

31 ~~pils-who-ha~e-eompieted-~he-et9hth-g~ade. 

32 

33 

1. Who has comoleted the requirements_for 9!2_duation in an 

accredited school Or has obtained a high school eg:..;iv~le,~cy 

34 diploma under chapter 259A. 

35 3 2. Who is excused for sufficient reason by any court of 

-2-
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1 record or judge. 

2 4 3. While attending religious services or receiving 

3 religious instructions. 

4 5 4. Who is attending a private college preparatory school 

5 accredited or probational1y accredited under section 256.11, 

6 subsection 13. 

7 5. Who has been excused under section 299.22. 

8 6. Who is exempted under section 299.24. 

9 Sec. 6. Section 299.3, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

10 follows: 

11 299.3 REPORTS FROM PRTVA~E ACCREDITED NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

~1~l2 Withi"-t~"-dey~-fpom-p~eeipt-of-notie~-fpom-t~~-~~ep~tepy 
,~/ 
~,0 13 of-t~e-~ehool-distpiet-within-whieh-eny-ppivete-sehool -is 

14 eondtleted On or before the third Friday in September of each 

15 school year, and at any time when reguested in individual 

16 cases, the principal of stleh an accredited nonpublic school 

17 shal17-onee-dtlpin9-eeeh-sehool-y~ep7-end-et-eny-time-when 

18 pe~tl~sted-i"-i"dividttal-ea~es7 fur~ish to stleh the secretary 

19 of the public school district, within which the accredited 

20 nonpublic school is located, a certificate and report i~ 

21 duplicate on Eorms provided by the public school district of 

22 the names, ages, and number of days attendance of each pupil 

23 of stleh the accredited nonpublic school ovep-seven-end-tlndep 

24 ~ixteen-yeaps-or-age who is of compulsory attendance age, the 

25 course of study pursued by ~aeh-~tleh-ehiid the puoil, the 

26 texts used, and the names 0: the teachers, during the 

27 preceding year and from the tlme oE the last preceding report 

28 to the time at which a report is required. The secretary 

29 shall retain one of the reports and file the other with the 

30 secretary of the area education agency. 

31 Sec. 7. Section 299.4, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

32 follows: 

33 299.4 REPORTS AS TO PRIVATE INSTRUCTION. 

34 The parent, guardian. or legal or a~tual custodian of a 

35 child who by-S~peembep-i5-~s-ove~-sev~n-end-tlndep-s~~ee~n 

-3-
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1 yea:-s-of-age is of compulsory attendance~, ·.·,ho places the 

2 child under competent private instruction unde~chapter 2998, 

3 not in an accredited o~-app~o~ed school, 

4 report 1n duplicate on forms provided by 

shall furnish a 

the public school . 
5 district, to the district by the earliest starting date 

6 specified in section 279.10, subsection 1. The secretary 

7 shall retain and file one copy and forward the o~~er copy to 

8 the district's area education agency. The report shall state 

9 the name and age of the child, the period of time during which 

10 the child has been or will be under competent private 

11 instruction for the sehooi year, an outline of the course of 

12 study, texts used, and the name and address of the instructor. 

13 The parent, guardian. or legal or actual custodian of a chi:d, 

14 who is.J2lacing the child under competent pri.vate instruction, 

15 for the first time, shall also provide the district with 

16 evidence that the c!1ild has had tr.e immuni<::2.!.ions~~~ed 

17 under section 139.9. The term "outline of course of study" 

.1.r.:.> 18 

19 

20 

shall include, but is not limited to. subjects covered, wee~i7 

lesson plans, and time spent on the areas of study. 

Sec. 8. Section 299.5, Code 1991. is amended to read as 

21 follows: 

22 299.5 PROOF OF M::N'C'AL OR PHYSICAL CONDI'IION. 

23 The parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a 

24 child who is o~e~-~e~en-and-tlnde~-sfxeee~-yea~3-e~-age-by 

25 September-iS of compulsory attendance age, who is physica:ly 

26 or mentally unable to attend school. or "/hose--p!!:.~_~:~~!2 

27 school would be injurious to the health of othe~ pupils, shall 

28 furnish proofs by ~fffda~~t certificate under sections 281.6 

29 and 281.7 as to the physical or mental condition of the chi:d. 

30 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 299.5A MEDIATION. 

31 If a child is truant as defined in seccion 299.8, school 

32 officers shall attempt to find the cause for the child's 

33 absence and use every means available to the school to a~3ure 

34 that the child does attend. If the parent, guardian, or :egal 

35 or actual custodian. or child refuses to accept the school's 

-4-
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1 attempt to assure the child's attendance or the school's 

2 attempt to assure the child's attenda~ce is otherwise 

3 unsuccessful, the truancy officer shall refer the matter to 

4 the county attorney for mediation or prosecution. 

5 If the matter is referred for mediation, the county 

6 attorney shall cause a notice of the referral to be sent to 

7 the parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian and 

8 designate a person to serve as mediator in the matter. If 

9 mediation services are available in the co~~unity, those 

10 services may be used as the designated mediation service. If 

11 mediation services are not available in the co~~unity, 

12 mediation shall be provided by the county attorney or the 

13 county attorney's des:gnee. The mediator shall contact the 

14 school, the parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian, 

15 and any other person the mediator deems appropriate i~ the 

16 matter and arrange meeting dates and times for discussion of 

17 the child's nonattendance. The mediator shall attempt to 

18 ascertain the cause of the child's nonattendance, attempt to 

19 cause the parties to arrive at an agreement relative to the 

20 child's attendance, and initiate referrals to any agencies or 

21 counseling that the mediator believes to be appropriate under 

22 the circumstances. 

23 If the parties reach an agreement, the agreement shall be 

24 reduced to writing and signed by a school officer, parent, 

25 guardian, or legal or actual custodian, and the child. The 

26 mediator, the school, and the parent, guardian, or legal or 

27 actual custodian shall each receive a copy of the agreement, 

28 which shall set forth the settlement of the issues and future 

29 responsibilities of each party. 

30 The school district shall be responsible for monitoring any 

31 agreements arrived at through mediation. If a parent, 

32 guardian, or legal or actual custodian refuses to engage in 

33 mediation or violates a term of :he agreement, the matter 

34 shall be rereferred to the county attorney fo~ prosecution 

35 under section 299.6. The county attorr.ey's office or the 
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1 mediation service shall require :he parent, guardian, or legal 

2 or actual custodian and the school to pay a fee to he2p defray 

J the administrative cost of mediation services. The county 

4 attorney's office or the mediation service shall establish a 

5 Sliding scale of fees to be charged parents, g~ardians, and 

6 legal or actual custodians based upon abi:ity ~o pay. A 

7 parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian shall not be 

8 denied the services of a mediator solely because of inability 

9 to pay the fee. 

10 Sec. 10. Section 299.6, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

11 follows: 

12 299.6 VIOLATIONS -- COMl1CNITY SERVICE fN-bEB-ep OR FeNE 

:3 OR IMPRISONMENT. 

Any person who s~a~~-~~o~ate violates a mediat"on agreenent 

15 under section 299.5A or any of the provisions of sections 

16 299.1 to through 299.5 or refuses to participate in mediation 

17 under section 299.5A, ~l'\ehls~~~7-sha:t:l:-be for a fiJst offense, 

28 is guilty of a simple misdemeanor al'\d-the-ee~~t-shazt. 

29 A first offense conviction is punishable by imprisonment 

20 not exceeding ten days or a fine not exceeding one h~ndred 

21 dollars. The court~ order the person to perform not more 

22 than forty hours of unpaid community service instead of any 

23 fine or imprisonment. A person convicted of a second 

24 vtolation is guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 

25 A second offense conviction is punishable by imprisonment 

26 not exceeding twenty days or a fine not exceeding five hundred 

27 dollars, or both a fine and imprisonment. The court ~ay order 

28 the person to perform unpaid community service instead of any 

29 fine or imprisonment. 

30 ~_third or subsequent offense is a serious ~isdemeanor and 

31 a conviction is ~unishable by imprison~ent not exceeding 

32 thirty days or a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or 

33 both a fine and imorisonment. The court may order the person 

34 to perform unpaid community service instead of any fine or 

35 imprisonment. 
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1 If community service is imposed as part of a sentencing 

2 order! the court may require that part or all of the service 

3 be performed for a public school district or nonpublic school 

4 if the court finds that service in the school is appropriate 

5 under the circumstances. 

If a parent, guardian, or lega" or actual custodian of a 

7 child who is truant, has made an objective and reasonable good 

8 faith effort to comply with the provisions of sections 299.1 

9 through 299.5, the parent, guardian, or legal or actual 

10 custodian shall not be criminally liable for the child's 

11 nonattendance. 

12 Sec. 11. Section 299.8, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

13 follows: 

14 299.8 "TRUANT" DEFINED. 

15 Any child ove~-~even-and-~nder-~xx~een-year~-of-age,-in 

16 proper-p~y~ieat-and-fflental-eondition-to-attend-~ehool, of 

17 compulsory attendance age who rails to attend school re~~ra~ry 

18 as provided in this chapter, or as required by the school 

19 board's or school governing body's attendance policy, or who 

20 fails to attend competent private instruction under chapter 

21 299B, I-lithout reasonable excuse for the absence, shall be 

;.'-(/722 deemed to be a truant. 

23 Sec. 12. Section 299.9, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

24 follo~ls: 

25 299.9 ~RBAN~-SeHeebS TRCA~TS -- RULES FOR ?UNISHMENT. 

26 The board of directors may-~~ovide-for-~~e-eonfinefflen~, 

27 maintenanee,-and-in~~r~etion-of-tr~ane-ehild~en-and-may-for 

28 t~at-ptt~po~e-e~tabTt~h-trttant-~ehooi~-or-~et-apart-~eparate 

29 ~ooffl~-in-any-pttblte-~ehoor-b~iidin97-and-ie of a public school 

30 distr~ct or the authorities in charge of an accredited 

31 nonpublic school shall prescribe reasonab~e :ules for the 

32 punishment of truants. 

33 Sec. 13. Section 299.10, Code 1991, is amended to read as 
34 follows: 

35 299.10 TRUANCY OFFICERS -- APPOINTMENT ---eeMPENSA~~eN. 

-7-
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1 The board of each school district may,-enci-in-sehoo± -2 di~triet~-ha~in~-8-~e~~~at±en-eE-t~~n~y-~ho~~8nci-~hat~, 

33?l73 appoint a truancy officer. 

4 fn-di~triet~-h8vin~-th~r~±n-a-eity,-the The board may 

5 appoint a member of the police :orce~ er rr.arshal~ a~-~~eh 

6 eEfieer,-and-ether-di~trie~~-may-appoint-a-eenatabie a 

7 teacher. school official. or other suitable perso~ to serve as 

8 the district truancy officer. 

9 S~eh-effieer~-~hatl-be-paid-a-r~a~enable-eompenaatien-by 

10 the-beard..-

11 Sec. 14. Section 299.11. Code 1991. is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 299.11 DU~IES OF TRUANCY O?FICER. 

14 The truancy officer ~ha~t may take into custody without 

15 warrant any appare~tly trua~t child and place the child in the 

16 charge of the t~aeh~r-±n-ehar~e-ef-th~-~~bt±e school 

17 ~cipal. or the principal's designee. designated by the 

18 board of directors of the school district in whLch ~aid the 

19 child resides. or of any private no~public school designated 

20 by the p~rsen-ha~±ng-r~~ar-eontre~-ef-th~-ehird parent. 

21 guardian. or legal or actual custodian; but if it is other 

22 than a public school. the instruction and maintenance of the 

~'G~23 child th~r~in shall be withouc expense to the school district. 

24 The truancy officer shall promptly institute eriminal 

25 proceedings against any person violating any of the provisions 

26 of sections 299.1 te-~99.S through 299.5A. 

27 Sec. 15. Section 299.16. Code 1991. is amended to read as 

28 follows: 

29 299.16 FAILCRE TO A'::'TEND. 

30 School officers shall ascertain the number of children e~er 

31 ~~~~~-and-~nder-~i~teen-years-ef-a9~ who are of compulsory 

32 attendance age. in their respective districts. the ~u~ber of 

33 ~~eh those children who do-no~-att~nd-~ehee~ are :ruant under 

34 section 299.8 or who have accumulated fi~teen ~nexcused 

35 absences during a three-year period. and so far as possible 
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1 the cause of the failure to a~~end. School officers shal~, 

2 until July 1, 1999, biennially report this information to the 

3 department of education on forms provided by the department. 

4 The department shall attach a s'lnunary of the reDocts, an 

5 analysis of the data, and policy recommendations based on the 

6 data analysis, along with the department's annual repor~ under 

7 section 

8 Sec. 

9 follo"s: 

256.9, subsection 28. 

16. Section 299.18, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

10 299.18 EDUCATION -- STATE SCHOOL. 

11 Children over-~eve~-e~d-~~de~-~~~eteen-year~-o~ who are of 

12 compulsory attendance age and who are so deaf or blind or 

13 severely handicapped as to be unable to obtain an education in 

14 the eOMmon public or accredited nonpublic schools shal~ be 

15 sent to the proper aDpropriate seate ~eheeI-the~efor 

16 institution, or shall receive appropriate special education 

17 under chapter 281, unless exempted, and any person having such 

18 a child under the person's control or custody shall see that 

19 ~~eh the chi~d attends ~tleh-~eheei the institution or special 

20 education program during the scholastic year. 

21 Sec. 17. Section 299.19, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

22 fol1o~ls: 

23 299.19 PROCEEDING AGAINST PARENT. 

24 Upon the :ailure of any ~ person having the cus:ody and 

25 control of ~tleh a deaf, bli~d, or seveFely handicapped child 

26 to require ~t~ the child's attendance as provided in section 

27 299.18, the state bc~rd of regents may make application to the 

28 district court or the juvenile court of the county in which 

29 ~tteh the person resides :or an order requiring ~tleh the person 

30 to compel the attendance of ~tle~ the child at ~he proper state 

31 institution. 

32 Sec. 18. Section 299.20, Code 1991, is arce:-:ded :0 read as 

33 follo\.s: 

34 299.20 ORDER. 

35 Upon che filing of the application mentioned in sectlon 
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1 299.:9, the time of hearing shall be determined by the 

2 juvenile court or tte distric: court. If, upon hearing, ~~e 

3 court determInes that the person required to appear has the 

4 custody and control of a child who should be required to 

5 attend a state ~e~eoi institution under section 299.18, the 

6 court shall make an order requiring ~~eh the person to keep 

7 ~tleh the child in attendance at ~tleh-~ehooi the institution. 

S Sec. 19. Section 299.22, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

9 fol10'.0Is: 

10 299.22 WHEN DEAF AND BLIND CHILDREN EXCUSED. 

11 Attendance at the state institution may be excused when the 

12 superintendent ~he~eoE-±~-sa~±~E±ed7 

13 i7--~ha~-~he-eh±id-±s-±~-~tleh-bod±iy-or-reenta!-eo~dition-as 

14 to-~re~en~-or-render-~tltile-attendanee-at-the-~ehooi. 

15 ?--Phat-the-eh±~d-±~-~o-diseased-or-~os~es~e~-stleh-hab±es 

16 as-to-rende~-the-ehiid~s-presenee-a-menaee-to-the-hea:th-or 

17 mora=s-oE-othe~-~tlp±is. 

IS 3.--Phat of the institution determines that the child is 

19 e:ficiently taught for the scholastic year in a pr±~ate 

20 accredited nonpublic or other school devoted to stleh the 

21 instruction~ or by a private tutor, in the branehe~-tatl9ht-±n 

22 bl ' h 1 . h • b h . 'I t ,. pu IC sc .• oo 5, or IS s.own ,0 e p.ysIca~ y or men a."y 

23 unable to attend school under section 299.5. 

24 Sec. 20. NEW SECTION. 2998.1 PRIVATE INSTRUCTION. 

25 The parent, guardian, or legal custodian of a child of 

26 compulsory attendance age who places the child unde, private 

27 instruction shall provide, unless otherwise exe~pted, 

28 competent private i~str~ction in accordance with th~s chapter. 

29 A parent, guardian, or legal custodian of a child of 

30 compulsory attendance age who places the child under private 

31 instruction which is not competent private instruction, or 

32 otherwise fails to comply with the requirements of this 

JJ chapter, shall be presumed to have violated cne provisions of 

34 sections 299.1 through 299.4 and is subject to the penalties 

35 provided in section 299.6. 

-10-
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1 For purposes of this chapter, "competent private 

2 instruction" means private instr~ction provided on a daily 

3 basis for at least one hundred forty-eight days during a 

4 school year, to be met by attendance for at least thirty-seven 

5 days each school quarter, by a licensed practitioner, or other 

6 person under section 299B.3, which results in the student 

7 making adequate progress. 

8 For purposes of this chapter and chapter 299, "private 

9 instruction" meanS formal instruction in a setting other than 

*10 a public or organized accredited nonpublic school. 

11 Sec. 21. NEW SECTION. 299B.2 COMPETENT PRIVATE 

12 INSTRUCTION BY LICENSED PRACTITIONER. 

13 If a licensed practitioner provides competent instruction 

14 to a child of compulsory attendance age, the praccitioner 

15 Shall possess a valid license or certificate which has been 

16 issued by the state board of educational examiners under 

17 chapter 260 and which is appropriate to the ages and grade 

18 levels of the children to be taught. Competent private 

19 instruction may include, but is not limited to, instruction or 

20 instructional superVision offered through a schOOl district by 

21 a teacher, who is employed by the schOOl district, who assists 

22 and supervises a parent, guardian, or legal custodian in 

23 providing instruction to a child who is enrolled and included 

24 in the basic enrollment of the school district. Sections 

25 299B.3 through 299B.7 do not apply to competent private 

26 instruction provided by a licensed practitioner under this 

27 section. 

28 Sec. 22. NEW SECTION. 299B.3 PRIVATE INSTRUCTION BY 

29 NONLICENSED PERSON. 

30 A parent, guardian, or legal custodian of a child of 

31 compulsory attendance age providing competent private 

32 instruction to the child shall meet all of the following 

33 requirements: 

34 1. Complete and send, in a timely manner, the report 

35 required under section 299.4 to the school district of 

-ll-
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1 residence of tile child. 

2 2. Ensure that the child under the paren~'5, guardian's, 

3 or legal custodian's i~struction is tested a~nJaliy to 

4 determine whether the child is making adequate progress, as 

5 defined in section 2998.6. 

6 3. Report the child's annual test results to the school 

7 district of residence of the child and to the department of 

8 education by a date not later than June 30 of each year in 

9 which the child is under private ins~ruction. 

10 Sec. 23. NEW SECTION. 2998.4 ANNUAL ACH!EVE~ENT TESTS --

11 REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURE. 

12 Each chi:d of compulsory attendance age who :s 

13 receiving competent private ~nstruction shall be tes~ed 

14 annually by May 1, using a nationally recognized sta~dardized 

15 achievement test or other nationally recognized assessme:lt 

16 tool chosen by the child's parent, guardian, or legal 

17 custodian from a list of approved tests or assess~ent tools 

18 provided by the department of education. The department sha:l 

19 provide information on the cost of and the administration tlme 

20 required for each of the approved tests. The department shall 

21 provide, as part of approva: procedures for tests to be used 

22 under this section, a mechanism which permits the introduction 
= 

23 and approval of new or alternate methods of educational 

24 assessment which meet the requirements of this chapter. 

25 2. A child, who is seve~ years of age and is receiving 

26 competent private instruction or who is placed under co~petent 

27 private instruction for the first time, shall be administered 

28 a test for purposes of obtaining educational base:ine data. 

29 3. The director of the department of education, or the 

30 director's de~ignee, which may include a school district or an 

31 area education 

32 children under 

33 occur at a time 

34 responsible for 

35 "he tests shall 

agency, shall administer each test required 0: 
competent private instructlon. Testing shall 

and a place to be determined by the person 

administering the test. Persons administering 

make every reasonable effort to admInister the 
-.-.,.."'=""""'-.............. ~~.----, .. ~~~:,': .. ,,..,,,,.,'--.-""' ... .-. • ..:."'=------~ 
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1 tests at times and places which are convenient for the parent, 

2 guardian, or legal custodian. 

3 4. The parent, guardian, or legal custodian of a child 

4 receiving competent private instruction may be present when 

5 the child is tested, but only if both the parent, guardian, or 

6 legal custodian and the child are under the supervision of the 

7 test administrator. 

8 5. The administration of tests shall include, but is not 

9 limited to, purchasing of test materials, giving the tests, 

10 scoring and interpreting the tests, and reporting the test 

11 resul ts. 

12 6. Except when a child has been enrolled in a public 

13 school district under section 2998.8, the parent, guardian, or 

14 legal custodian of the child being tested shall reimburse the 

15 entity providing the test administration for the cost of 

16 testing required by this chapter. ~owever, the parent, 

17 guardian, or legal custodian is not required to reimburse the 

18 testing entity for costs incurred as a result of testing and 

19 evaluation under section 2998.9. 

20 7. In addition to the annual achievement tests, a parent, 

21 guardian, or legal custodian of a child may submit, as 

22 evidence of adequate acade~ic progress, any of the following: 

23 a. A book of lesson plans, a diary, or other written 

24 record indicating the subjects taught and activities in which 

25 the child has been engaged. 

26 b. A portfolio of the child's work, inc~uding but not 

27 limited to, an out~'ne of the curriculum used by the child, 

28 copies of homework completed in conjunction with the 

29 curriculum and instruction, and copies of tests completed by 

30 the child which have been produced by the parent, guardian, or -----.;....-
31 legal custodian. 

32 c. Completed assessmen: tests, ether than the annual -
33 achievement test, which are adm~nistered to a pupil as part DE 

34 the competent private 

35 legal custodian. 
ins~~~,:~n Dj :he parer:t, gt.:ardian, or 

• 

,'. • "" 
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1 

--~-"-,~,-",,, '~'-"'~' ,--... .....-.. ........ ...,. 
3 person designated as an evaluato~ oy the d;recto~ of the 

...,.--.. .. - . .-,.-",,---,~ .. -.--.-
4 department of education.~~~ eval~ator s~a:::' pr.,~:?~ .. r~:~ repo:~ 

5 based on a review of the child's work Sllbmitt~d, whicl1 shal: 

6 include an assessment of the child's achievement or acadelnic 

7 progress levels. If the evidence demonstrates, in the 

8 evaluator's opinlon, that the ch:ld is achieving adeq~ate -
9 progcess, the report sha:l create a presu~ption that the child 

10 is making adequate progress and may be ~sed to ref~te the 

11 results of the annual aChievement :est. 

12 Sec. 24. NEW SECTION. 2998.5 REPORTING OF TEST RES~~TS. 

13 The results of tests administe~ed to child~en of comp~lso~y 

14 attendance age who are under competent private instruction 

15 shall be reported by the ~est administrator to the child's 

16 parent, guardian, or custodian, the school district of 

17 residence of the child, and the department of ed~cation. 

18 Personally identifiable information relating to or contained 

19 in the test scores is confidential and shall not be released 

20 without the prior consent of the child's parent, g~ardian, or 

21 custodian except as otherwise permitted by law. 

22 Sec. 25. NEW SECTION. 2998.6 FAILURE 70 ~AKE AD~QUATE 

23 PROGRESS. 

24 If the res~lts of tests, administered to a child of 

25 compulsory attendance age who is under competent private 

26 instruction, indicate that the student has failed to ma~e 

27 adequate progress, the parent, guardian, or custodian shall 

28 cause the child to attend an accredited public or nonpublic 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

school at the 

the beginning 

same test and 

been made, the 

the opinion of 

beginning of the next school year ~nless, befo~e 

of the nex: school year, the child reta~es the 

the results indicate that adequate progress has 

child has demonstrated adequate performance in 

an evaluator and documented in a report under 

34 section 299B.4, subsection 7, or t~e director of the 

35 department of education, or the di~ector's designee, grants 

-14-
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1 approval for competent private instruction to continue under a 

2 plan for remediation. 

3 A child who is required to attend an accredited public or 

4 nonpublic school under this section shall continue attendance 

5 at an accredited public or nonpublic school until the child 

6 achieves adequate progress. 

7 For purposes of this chapter, "adequate progress" means, 

8 for children in all grade levels of competent private 

9 instruction, test scores which are above the thirtieth 

10 percentile, nationally normed, in each of the areas of 

11 reading, mathematics, and language arts, and which indicate 

12 either that the child has made six months' progress from the 

13 previous test results or that the child is at or above grade 

14 level for the child's age. For children in grade levels six 

15 and above, "adequate progress" also means that the child has 

16 aChieved test scores in both science and social studies which 

17 are above the thirtieth percentile, nationally normed, and' 

18 which either indicate thac the child has made six months' 

19 progress from the previous test results or that the child is 

20 at or above grade level for the child's age. 

21 Sec. 26. NEW SECTION. 299B.7 NOTICE TO PARENTS --

22 REMEDIAT~ON. 

23 If a child 

24 and the child 

is placed under competent private instruction 

fails to make adequate progress under competent 

25 private instruction, the director of the department of 

26 education, or the director's designee, shall notify the 

27 parent, guardian, or custodian of the child that the child is 

28 required to attend an accredited public or nonpublic school, 

29 unless approval for competent 

30 remediation plan is granted. 

private instruction under a 

The director, or the director's 

31 designee, may provisionally approve continued competent 

32 private instruction under an approved remediation p:an 

33 designed to improve instruction for up to one year. 

34 Sec. 27. NEW SECTION. 299B.8 DUAL ENROLLMENT. 

35 IE a parent, guardian. or legal custodian of a child who is 

-15-
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s,', 

~. receiving competent private ~~str~cticn under this c~dP~er 

2 s~bmi~s a request; the chi:d shall also be reg~sce=ea i~ a 
• 

3 public schoo! fer deal enrollme:lt pur~oses. :r ~~:e child IS 

4 enrolled in a public school district for dual enrollme~t '_a._ 
5 purposes. the child shall be permitted co partic~pate in any 

6 academic activities in the district and shall also be 

7 permitted to participate on the same bas~s as public school 

8 children in any extracurricular activities available to 

9 children in the child's grade or group, and the par~nt. 

10 guardian, or legal custodian shall no~ be required to pay the 

11 costs of any annual testing under this chapter. :f the child 

12 is enrolled for dual enrollment purposes, the child shall be 

13 included in the publ~c school's basic enrollment under 

14 sections 442.4 and 257.6 and shall be ccun:ed as Olle pupil. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

Sec. 28. NEW SEC~=ON. 299B.9 CEILQREN REQUIRING SPECI~L 

EDUCATION. 

A child of compulsory attendance age who is identified as 

requiring special education under chapter 281 is not e1igib:e 

for placement under competent private instruction without 

prior approval of the placement by the director of the 

department of education, in cooperation with the director of 

special education of the area education agency of the child's 

district of residence. 

A child who has been placed under competen~ private 

instruction, whose performance on the tests required under 

this chapter indicates that the child may require special 

education, shall be referred for evaluation under chapter 281 

and the rules of the state board of education. Testing shall 

occur at a time and a place to be determined by the person 

responsible for administering the test. Persons administering 

the tests shall make every reasonable e:fort to administer the 

tests at times and places which are convenient for the parent, 

guardian, or legal custodian. 

sec. 29. NEW SEC~ION. 299B.I0 RULEMAKING. 

The department of education shall develop and recommend and 

-16-
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1 the state board shall adopt rules to implement this chapter. 

2 Sec. 30. ASSESSMENT FOR CERTAIN CHILDREN. The department 

3 of education shall develop and reco~~end and the state board 

4 of education shall adopt by July I, 1993, rules which provide 

5 an alternative assessment mechanism for children who meet age 

6 and educational development criteria generally accepted for 

7 placing a child in third or a lesser grade. Rules adopted 

8 shall require that the assessment mechanism utilize 

9 observation, anecdotal description of a child's achievement, 

10 samples of the child's work, and other samples of data 

11 relating to the child's academic performance, and shall 

12 include requirements relating to collection and evaluation of 

13 the information. In developing the alternative assessment 

14 mechanism, the department shall consult with any available 

15 committees, councils, or task forces which are working on 

16 assessment issues. The department shall also develop any 

17 recommendations for legislation deemed necessary to implement 

18 the alternative assessment mechanism. 

if19 Sec. 31. Sections 299.13 and 299.14, Code 1991, are 

20 repealed. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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BOUSE FILE 455 
FISCAL NOTE 

A fiscal nOte for House File 455 as amended by the House is hereby submitted 
pursuant to Joint Rule 17. Data used tn developing this fiscal note is 
available from the legislative Fiscal 3ureau to members of the Legisla:ure upon 
request. 

HF 455 makes changes 1n laws related to and which affect Iowa's 
compulsory attendance procedures. The bill Changes the begi~ning 
c?mputsory at~endance age from seven to six years of age. A CompuLscry 
attendance poLicy must be set for students attending accredited 5chools. 
If a chi~d is cruant, the ma:ter can be turned over for eithe~ media(ion 
Or pt:osecution of the parent., guardian, or custodian. The term "truant" 
15 defined as a child ~ho fails to attend school for at least 148 days 
per school year or fails ~o attend competent private instruc~io~ ~nder 
Chapter 299B. The bill allows school districts to appoint a truancy 
officer. 

The bill also creates a new competent private inst~uction law which 
legalizes two forms of competent private instruction: inst~uction by 
licensed practittone~s and instruction by parents, guardians, or Legal 
custodians of children. If a chiLd is instructed by the pa~ent, the 

,~~iid muSt be ~ested on an annual basis fo~ adequate progress in 
~.a~ning. Chilcren attending competent instruction can be enrolled in 

. their district of residence far dual enrollment purposes. Children who 
are duatly enrolLed under Chapter 299B are eligible for both academic 
and extracu~ricular activities in their district. The parents will not 
be ~ssessed any cost of the annual testing required, if dual~y enrOlled. 
Students registered with t~e public school ~ill be counted in the public 
school's basic e~rollment for schOOL finance purposes. The Dep~r~ment 
of Education ~s required to develop and adopt ~ules on ?~ovidir.g 
alternative assessment mechanisms tor c~iLdren in third grade or a 
lesser grade by July I, 1993. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Average district cosc per pupil IS $3,247 and the foundation level 
is 83.S%. 

2. Mediation and monitoring of mediatiofi agreements of 500 students at 
an average scaff cost of $800 per student. 

PI SeAL EFFECT: 

1. The Fiscal 
~umbec of 

3ureau does not have any accurate way to estimate the 
students who are currently home schooled which may now 
their district of residence or s~x year aIds who ~ould 

enrolled before this biL:. !very 100 students in this 
wouLd generace $324,700. 0: chis ar.ounr, $271,125 i5 :h~ 

~nroll 

r.ot ha'le 
category 
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state cost. 

2. The cost to local districts for mediation and monitoring of 
mediation agreements is approximately $400,000. 

Source: Department of Education (LSB 2220hv.2, JAS) 

FILED APRIL 10, 1991 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 
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BOUSE FILE 455 
5-3565 

1 Amend House File 455, as ame~ded, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 ". Page 2, by striking lines 15 through 20. 
4 2. Page 3, by striking lines 12 through 18 a~d 
5 inserting the following: 
6 "Within ten days from receipt of notice from the 
7 secretary of the school district within which a~y 
8 pr~~a~e an accredited nonoublic school is conductee, 
9 the principal of ~oeh the accredited nonpublic schoo: 

lO shall, once during each school year, and at any time 
11 when req~ested in individual cases, furnish to ~oeh 
12 the secretary". 

3. Page 4. line 18, by striking the words "r but 
14 is not limited to." and inserting the followi~g: 
13 

" 7 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

btlt-±~-~ot-i±m±~ed-te711. 
4. Page 6, line 15, by striking the word I'or" and 

inserting the following: ", who is referred for 
prosecutio~ under section 299.5A and is convicted of a 
violation of any of the provlsions of sections 299.1 
through 299.5, who violates". 

5. Page 6, line 16, by striking the word "or" and 
inserting the following: ", or who". -

6. Page 7. line 22. by inserting after the word 
"truant." the following: "A finding that a child is 
truant, however, shall not by itself mean that the 
child is a child in need of assistance within the 
meaning of chapter 232 and shall not be the so:e basis 
Ear a child in need of assistance petition." 

29 7. Page 8, line 23, by inserting aEter the word 
30 "district." the following: "If a child is taken into 

custody under this section, the truancy officer shall 
make every reasonable attempt to immediately notlEy 
the oarent, guardian. or lecal or actual custodian 0: 

31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

the child's location." 
8. Page 9, li~e 15, by strik~ng the 

and inserting the following: "operated 
9. Page 9, line 16, by st.iKlng :he 

"institution". 

word "~e~ee-r" 

school". 
word 

10. Page 9, line 19, by striking the words 
"~ehee~ the institution" a~d i~se~ting the following: 
"the state operated school". 

11. Page 9, line 31, by striking the word 
"institution" and inserting the following: 
"~n5tittltion operated school". 

12. Page 10. line 5. by striking the words 
"~ehoot institution" and inserting the following: 
"ooerated school". 

13. Page 10. line 7, by striking the wo~ds 
"~ehoo! the institution" and inserting the following: 
"the state operated school". 

-1-
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S-3565 
2 Page 

1 14. Page 10, line 11, by striking the word 
"institution" and inserting the following: 
"in~tit~tien operated school". 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

15. Page 10, line 18, by striki:\g the words 
'·institution determi:\es" and inserti:\g the following: 
"state operated school certifies that an 
interdisciplinarv staffing team has determined, 
pursuant to the requirements of cr.apter 28~,". 

16. Page 10, line 33, by striking the words 
"shall be presumed to have vio!a~ed" and illserting the 
following: "is subject to!I. 

12 17. Page 10, line 34, by striKing the words "is 
l3 subject to". 
14 18. Page ~l, line 5, by i~serting after the word 
15 "by" the fo~lowing: Ilor uncle: the s~pervision of I'. 
16 19. Page 11, line 9, by stri~ing the words 
17 "£orm-ll instruction" and lns<"rting ::!1e Eo:~owi!'.g: 
18 "instruction uSlng a plan and a course of study". 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

20. Page 11, line 20, by striking the word "a" 
and inserting the following: "an accredited nonpublic 
school or public". 

21. Page 11, line 21, by inserting after the word 
"the" the following: "accredited nonpublic school or 
public". 

22. Page 11, line 23, by st~i.king the words 
"child who is" and inser:ing the following: "child. 
If competent private !nstruction is provided through a 
public schOOL district, t!1e child shall be". 

23. page 12, line 3, by striking the wo~d 
"tested" and inserting the following: "evaiuated". 

24. Page l?, lir.e 6, by striklng the wOl:ds 
"Report the child's annuai test results" and inserting 
the following: "Ensure that the results of the 
child's annual evaluation are reported". 

25. Page 12, line 13, by str~king the words "be 
tested" and inserting the following: "either be 
evaluated ll

• 

26. page 12, line 16, by ir.se~ting afte~ the word 
"tool" the following: "such as, but not limited to, 
the Iowa test of basic skills, the Iowa test of 
educational development, or the stanford achievement 
test,". 

27. Page 12, line 18, by inserting after the word 
"education" the following: "or be evaluated annually 
in the manner provided in subsection 7". 

28. Page 12, line 31, by striking the words 
"administer each test requlred oE" and inse~ting the 
following: "conduct the evaluations reauired under 
subsections 1 and 2 for". -

29. Page 12, line 32, by striking the word 
-2-
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1 "Testing" and inserting the following: "Evalu...:ti0n". 
2 30. Page 12, by striking lines 34 and 35, and 
3 inserting the following: "responsible for conduc~ing 
4 th~ evaluation. Persons conducting the evaluations 
5 shall make every reasonable effort to conduct the 
6 evaluations". 
7 31. Page 13, line 1, by striking the word 
8 "tests". 
9 32. Page 13, line 5, by striking the word 

10 "tested" and inserting the following: "evaluated". 
11 33. Page 13, by striking lines 8 through 10, and 
12 inserting the following: 
13 "5. The conducting of evaluations shall include, 
14 but is not limited to, purchasing of evaluation 
15 materials, giving the evaluations, scoring and 
16 inter?reting the evaluations, and report:ng the 
17 evaluation". 
18 34. Pace 13, line 14, by striking the word 
19 "tested" a~d inserting the following: "evaluated". 
20 35. Page 13, by striking line 15, and insertinc 
21 the following: "entity conducting the evaluation Eor 
22 no more than the actual cost of". 
23 36. Page 13, line 16, by striking the word 
24 "testing" and inserting the following: "evaluation". 
25 37. Page 13, by striking line 18, and inserting 
26 the following: "evaluating entity for costs incurred 
27 as a result of". 
28 38. Page 13, line 20, by striking the words ":n 
29 addition to the" and inserting the following: "I~ 
30 lieu of". 
31 39. Page 14, by striklng :ines 3 and 4, anc 
32 inserting the following: "licensed practitioner 
33 selected as the evaluator by the parent, gua,dian, or 
34 legal custodian and agreed to by the superintendent of 
35 the local schOOL district or the superintendent's 
36 designee. The evaluator shall prepare a report". 
37 40. Page 14, line 7, by striking the word 
]8 "levels" and i~serting the follcwi~g: "levels, a~d 
39 submit a copy of the report to the child's parent, 
40 guardian, or legal custodian, the school district of 
41 residence oE the child, and the department of 
42 education". 
43 41. Page 14, by striking lines 10 and 11, and 
44 inserting the following: "is making adequate 
45 progress." 
46 42. Page 14, line 16, by inserting before the 
47 word "custodian" the following: "legal". 
48 43. Page 14, :ine 27, by inserting before ~he 
49 word "custodian" the followi"g: "legal". 
50 44. Page 16, line 18, by striking the word "not". 

-3-
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1 45. Page 16, line 19, by strlking the word 
2 "without" and inserting the following: '·wlth". 
3 46. Page 16, line 20, by striking the words 
4 "director of the" and inserting the following: 
5 "director of". 
6 47. Page 16, by striking line 21. 
7 48. Page 16, lines 25 and 26, by striking the 
8 words "on the tests required under this chapte:". 
9 49. Page 16, line 28, by s,riking the word 

10 "Testing" and inserting the ~ollowing: "Evaluation". 
11 50. Page 16. by striking iines 30 and 3:. a'ld 
12 inserting the following: "responsible for conducting 
13 the evaluation. Persons conducting the evaluatlolls 
14 shall make every reasonable effort to conduct the 
IS evaluations". 
16 51. Page 16, line 32, by strlking the word 
17 IItests". 

18 52. Page 17, line 14, by inserting after the word 
19 "shall" the following: "use available home schooling 
20 data and Shall". 
21 53. Page 17, line 15, by inserting after the word 
22 "forces" the following: ", and home schooling 
23 practitioners or research organizations". 
24 54. Page 17, line 16, by striking the words 
25 "assessment issues" and i!1sl?rting the Eo:i..l.·:)wing: "or 
26 have experience in the assessment of children who have 
27 been placed under home instruction". 
By LARRY MURPH~ JACK W. HESTER 

MICHAEL W. CONNOLLY JAMES R. ~rORDAN 
i'o'i:LLI.l>u'l I'i. DIELEMAN 
RAY 'I'AlLOR 
MAR Y K RA.'!ER 
C>ALE L. TIEDEN 
JOHN W. JENSEN 

S-3565 
{//~d 

1991 

RICHARD VA~)DE ROEF' 
II.ARK R. HAGERLA 
\,ILMER RENSDIK 
ELAINE SZY.'-!ONIAK 
J A.".ES B. KERST:::N 
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HOUSE FILE 455 
S-3392 

1 ~~er.d House :ile 455, as amenced, passed, a~d 
2 repci~ted by the ~cuse, as fc::ows: 
3 1. Page 3, line 24, by str:'ki:".g the 'HOre 11, the" 
4 and i~serting the following: "7 and the". 
S 2. Page 3, ~i~es 25 and 26, oy st:~kins tne words 
6 ", the texts used, and ~he names of the teache:s:' a~d 
7 i~serting the Ecllowing: 

neme9-af-the-teaeher~". 8 
9 

:0 
3. Page 7, li~es 7 and 8, oy s::~king t~e words 

'l_ n o·o·ec~~··e ar.c· 'eas~"~'o'e c-o~ F-:t~ =C~~~'I -"~ 01. j ....... v ... '-'''Q.... , ...... C ... a..:. ~. e .... _'-'_ L CII\o.l 

11 inserting the fcllowing: "reasonable efforts". 
4. Page 7, :ine 9, by i~serting after the figure 12 

13 1'299.5," the following: !Ib~: is unable to cause t~e 

14 child to attend sc~ool, the oarent, guardia~, cr legal 
l5 or actual custociar. mav file an aEEidavit 1~stin9 the 
~6 reasonable efforts made by ~~e ~are~~, quardia~, C~ 
17 lecal or actual custodia~ to ca~se the child's 
18 atfendance and". 
19 5. Page 8, li~e 3, by inse:ti~g af:er the word 
20 "officer." the fcllow~ng: "~he board dE each school 
21 district, which does ~ot aopoi~c a ::~a~cy office: :cr 
22 :he district, shal: designate a s~i:able oerscn ~o 
23 collec~ :nEormac:cr. o~ the n~moers of childre~ in :t.e 
24 distr:ct who are t~~ant." 

By CCf·iL'-t:':'TEE ON EDUCAT!O!'J 
~~~s CONNOL~!, C~a:rperso~ 

5-3392 ?!LED AP~I: 11, 1991 
It./"r-f' 'f!~ .s-/9 I ~. 1</ F"! ) 

HOUSE FILE 455 
S-3417 . . 

1 Amend House File 455, as ame~aeG, passed, and 
2 reorinted by the House, as follows: . . 
3 "1. Page 16, by s~riking 1i~es 15 tnrougn 33. 
4 2. By :enumbering as necessary. 

By JOHN ~I. JENSEN 

S-3417 FILED APRIL 15, 1991 

1!/d-!J<s/r / 
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SENATE AMENJMENT TO HOUSE FILE 455 
8-4003 

Amend House fi:e 455, as amended, passed, a~C 
2 reprinted by the aouse, as follows: 
3 l. Page 2, by striking :~nes c5 t~roug~ 20. 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
• 1 
J. ... 

2. Page 3, by striking :ines ~2 througr. L8 and 
inserting the following: 

"Within ten days from receipt of notice frcm ~he 
secretary of the school district within wr.ich ~n~ 
~~±vate an accredlted nonpubLic school is cO:-:Gucced, 
the principal of ~~eh the accredited nonoubiic schoo: 
shall, once during each school year, and at any time 
when requested in individual cases, furnish to ~~eh 

12 the secretary". 
13 --3. Page 3, line 24, by striking che word ", the" 
14 and inserting the followinc: "7 and the". 

4. Page 3, lines 25 and 26, bystrikir:9 the ;'lords 
16 ", the texts used, and che ~ames of the teachers ll and 
17 insertinc the followinc: "7-~he-text~-tl~ed7-and-the 

~em@~-of~th@-~@~eher~": 

1 --~ 

18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
3S 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

5. Page 4, line 18, by str~~ing the words ", bu~ 
is not limited to," and inserting the following: " 7 
btlt-±~-not-t±ffl±ted-t07". 

6 p 6 l' "1-' - 'k'·' d"'" .. age , !!1e ..i..:', oy strl lng Lne Tdor £.£ a::c 
inserting the Eol:owing: ", who is refereed for 
prosecution under section 299.SA and is convicted of a 
violation of any of the provisions of sections 299.1 
through 299.5, who violates". 

7. Page 6, line 16, by striking the word "orn and 
inserting the fol~owi~g: ", or who". 

8. Page 7, lines 7 and 8, by striking the ~ords 
"an objective and reasonable good faith effort" and 
inserting the following: "reasonab:e effor:s " _ 

9. Page 7, line 9, by inserting after the figure 
"299.5," the following: "but is unable to cause the 
child to attend school, the parent, guardian, or legal 
or actual custod~an may file an affidavit listing the 
reasonable eE:orts made bv the oarent, guardian, or 
legal or actual custodian to cause the child's 
attendance and". 

10. Page 7, line 22, by inser=ing after the word 
"truan~ " the fo"o":ng ". -i"d:"q -~a· a c~,ld i-L • .!. _ w l..: :1. 1. ... l~ .!... :... .1 \. ..... _ ::, 

t~uant, however, shall ~ot bv :tse:: ~ean that :he 
C'ni1d :s a cn' i'C' l'n ~eec- ~c a's-l's-a-ce ,,:.~:~ ·'ne ...... _.... ..J.,.. v:' ;:, ;,.. l. "" ...... '_i .... _ 

meaning of chapter 232 and shall not be the sale basis 
for a child in caed of assis:a~ce pe~ition." 

11. Page 8, l~ne 3, by lDserting after the word 
"officer." the ~ol:owi~g: "The board of each sc~col 
district, which does not aopoint a tr~ancy officer Ear 
the district, sha:: designace a suitable oerson to 
collect information on the ~~mbers of ch~ldren in the 
district who are truant." 

-1-



HOUSE CLIP SHEET MAY 2, 1991 

8-4003 
2 ?age 

1. 12. Page 8, l~ne 23, by insert~ng a~ter ~te word 
2 "district. I' the followi~g: 1':£ a child is ta~en ~r~o 
3 custody under this sectio~, the ,r~a~cy officer s~all 
4 make every reasonab;'e atterr.pt to ir.uned':'ately :~otify 
5 the oarent, guardian, or leGal or actual CyS~O~l6r. of 
6 the child's locat~on." 
7 13. Page 9, Ilne 15, by striking the word 
8 "~eheo~" and inserting the follo\·,ing: "oper_ated 
9 school". 

10 14. Page 9, l~ne 16, by striking the word 
11 I'institution". 
12 15. Page 9, line 19, by striking ~he wo~ds 
13 "~chooi the institution" and inserting the following: 
14 "the state ooerated school". 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

16. page"9, line 31, by striking the word 
"institution" and inse[~ing the fo:lowing: 
"~~~~~~tltion operated school". 

17. Page 10, line 5, by striking the <vords 
"~eheoi instit~tiorl" and inserti~g the following: 
Ilaoerated school". 

"18. Page 10, :~ne 7, by striking the words 
"~c!'loo± the institution" ar-d inser:ing the following: 
"the state ooera~ed school". 

19. Page' 10, line L, by striiong the ·,."ord 
"institution" and inser~ing the following: 
'C~~~~i~tltion ooerared schoo:". 

20. Page la, line 18, by stri~ing the words 
"institution determines" and inserting the following: 
"state operated school certifies that an 
interdi5ciplina~y staffing :eam has determined, 
~ursuant to the requi rements of chap~er 281,". 

21. Page 10, line 33, by striking the ~ords 

Page 5 

21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

"shall be presumed to have violated" alld inserting :he 
following: "is subject to". 

22. Page 10, line 34, by striKlng the words "is 
subject to". 

23. Page 11, line 5, by inserting after the word 
"by" the following: "or under the supervision of". 

24. Page 11, line 9, by striking the words 
"formal instruction" and inserting the fOllowing: 
"instruction using a plan and a course of study". 

25. Page !l, line 20, by striking the word "a" 
and inserting the fo1101"ing: "an accredited nonpub:ic 
school or public". 

26. Page 11, Lne 21, by insertlng after the 'fIord 
"the" the follovling: "accredited nonpublic school or 
public" . 

27. Page 11, line 23, by striking the ~ords 
"child who is" and inserting the following: "Chlld. 
If competent private instruction is provided through a 

-2-



-'" .-

• 

HOUSE CLIP SHEET MAY 2, 1991 Page 6 
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Page 3 

1 public school district, the child shall be". 
2 28. Page l2, li~e 3, by striking the word 
3 "tested" and insert~ng the foliowi~g: "evaluated". , 
~ 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
:8 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
J7 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

29. Page 12, i~ne 6, by striking the words 
"Report the child's annual test results" and inserting 
the following: "Ensure that the results of the 
child's annual evaluation are reported". 

30. Page 12, line 13, by striking the words "be 
tested" and inserting the ~ollowing: "either be 
evaluated" . 

31. Page 12, line 16, by inserting after the word 
"tool l

' the following: I'such as, but not limited to, 
the Iowa test of basic skills, the Iowa test of 
educational development, or the stanford achievement 
test,". -

32. Page 12, line 18, by ~nserting after the word 
"education" the following: "or be evaluated annually 
in the manner provided in s~bsection 7". 

33. Page 1~, line 31, by striking the words 
"administer each :est recuired oE I

' and inserting the 
following: "conduct the "evaluations required under 
subsections 1 and 2 for". 

34. Page 12, line 32, by stri~ing the word 
"Testing" and inserting the following: "Evaluation". 

35. Page 12, by striking ~ines 34 and 35, and 
inserting the following: "responsible for conducting 
the evaluation. ?ersons conducting the evalua:ions 
sha~l make every reasonable effort to conduct :he 
evaluations". 

36. Page 13, line I, by striking the word 
Utests u • 

37. Page 13, line 5, by stri~ing the word 
"tested" and inserting the following: "evaluated". 

38. Page 13, by striking lines 8 through 10, and 
inserting the following: 

"5. The conducting of evaluations shall include, 
but is not limited to, purchasing of evaluatior. 
materials, giving the evaluations, scoring and 
interpreting the evaluations, and reporting the 
evaluation". 

39. Page 13, line 14, by striking the word 
Iltested" and inserting the following: "evaluated". 

40. Page 13, by striking line 15, and inserting 
the following: "entity conducting the eval~ac~on for 
no more than the actual cost of". 

41. Page 13, line 16, by striking the word 
"testing" and inser:ing the following: "evaluation". 

42. Page 13, by striking line 18, and inserting 
the following: "evaluating entity for costs i~curred 
as a result of". 

-3-
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1 43. i?age 13, 
2 addition to the" 
3 lieu of". 

MAY 2, 1991 

line 20, by st:iki~g the words ,t: n 
and inser~ing the ~ollowing: "!n 

4 44. ?age 14, oy st:iking lines 3 and ~, and 
5 inserting the followi~g: "licensed ~(actitione: 

Page 7 

6 selected as the evaluator bv t~e Dacent, Guard~an, or 
7 legal custodian a~d agreed ~o by ~he superintendent of 
8 the local school district or the superintende~t's 
9 designee. The evaluator shall prepare a report". 

10 45. Page 14, line 7, by stri~ing the word 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 

"levels" and inserting the following: "levels, and 
submit a copy of the report to the c~ild's pare~t, 
guardian, or legal custodian, the school district of 
residence of the child, and the department of 
education". 

46. Page 14, by striking lines 10 and 11, and 
insert:ng the following: "is making adequa~e 
progress." 

47 p 14" 16 b' " . F ' . .age , ~lne , y lnser~lng oe_ore t~e 
word "custodian" the following: "legal". 

48. Page :4, line 27, by inserting before the 
word "custodian" the following: "legal". 

49. Page 16, line 18, by striking the word "not". 
50. Page 16, line 19, by striking the word 

"without" and i~serting the following: I'with'l. 
51. Page 16, line 20, by strlking the words 

"director of the" and inserting the following: 
"director of". 

52. Page 16, by striking line 21. 
53. Page 16, lines 25 and 26, by striking the 

words "on the tests required under this chapter". 
54. Page 16, :ine 28, by striking the word 

33 "Testing" and inserting the following: "Evaluation". 
]4 55. page 16, by striking lines ]0 and 3:, and 
35 inserting the following: "responsible for conducting 

the evaluation. Persons conducting the evaluations 
shall make every reasonable efEor: :0 conduct ~~e 
evaluations". 

36 
]7 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

56. Page 16, line 32, by striking the word 
"testsll. 

57. ?age 17, lIne 14, by insert:~g after the word 
"shall" the following: "use available horne schooli~g 
data and shall". 

58. Page 17, line 15, by ins~~ting aE:e~ the word 
"forces· the following: ", and ~ome schooling 
practitioners or research organ~zations·'. 

59. Page 17, line :6, by striking the ~ords 
I'assessment issues'! and insert~ng the following: "0:: 
have experience in the assessment of children who have 
been placed under home instruction". 

H-4003 
Page 5 

relettering, or redesig~ati~g 
references as necessary. 

1 60. By renumbering, 
2 and correcting internal 

RECE:VE~ FROM THE SENATE 

i en if) 

• 



EQUSE CLIP SHEET MAY 6, 1991 Page ~8 

ON HOUSE FILE 455 

President of the Senate: 

We, the undersigned members a: the conference co~"ittee 

appointed to resolve ~he differences between ~~e Ec~se of 

Representatives and the Senate on Eouse File 4;5, a bil: for 

an Act relating to school instruction and attendance oE 
children of compulsory school at:endance age and providing for 

mediation of truancy issues and penalties, respectfully make 

:he following report: 

1. That the Senate amendment, H-4003, to Eouse File 455, 

as amended, passed, and reprinted by the Reuse, is amended as 

follows: 

1. Page 2, by striking lines 37 and 38, and inser~ing t~e 

following: 

" Page 11, line 5, by striking the wc:ds "by a 

licensed practitioner" and inserting the following: "by or 

under the supervision of a licensed practitioner in the man~er 

provided under section 2998.2"." 

2. Page 3, by striking lines 11 through and insercir!g 

the following: 

,. Page 12, lines IS and 16, by striking the words "or 

other nationally recognized assessment toel" and inserting the 

following: "or other assessment tool developed Or recognized 

by the department of education"." 

3. Page 4, by inserting after line 3, the followlng: 

" Page 13, line 22, by striking the word "any" and 

inserting the Eo!lowing: Iiall". 

Page 13, line 33, by striking the word "WhlCh" and 

inserting the fo:low:ng: tlif assessment tests"." 

4. Page 4, line 5, by striking the word "licensed" and 

inserting the following: "qualified, licensed, Iowa". 
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?aqe ;9 

s. Page 4, line 7, by str~king the ~c:~~ '~g~~~ci to'l and 

inserting the rollov/ing: !Ic.!lrroved ll
• 

6. Page 4, line 42, by s::ri~ing the :,.:crd I!~',seq ar.C: 

inserting the EollOvling: "re';iew a:1c cor.s~cip:O:. 

7. By numberi~g and renumbering as ~ec25sary. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 256.9, Code 1991, is amended by adding 
2 the following new subsection: 
3 NEW SUBSECTION. 45. Develop model guidelines for district 
4 in-service training programs for truancy officers and direct 

5 the area education agencies to assist local school districts 
6 in providing the programs. 

7 Sec. 2. Section 280.2, Code 1991, is amended to read as 
8 follows: 

9 280.2 DEFINITIONS. 

10 The term "public school" means any school directly 
11 supported in whole or in part by taxation. The term 
12 "nonpublic school" means any other school which is accredited 
13 or which uses licensed practitioners as instructors. 
14 Sec. 3. Section 280.3, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1991, 

15 is amended to read as fOllows: 
16 The board of directors of each public school district and 

17 the authorities in charge of each nonpublic school shall 
18 prescribe the minimum educational program and an attendance 

19 policy which shall require each child to attend school for at 
20 least one hundred forty-eight days, to be met by attendance 
21 for at least thirty-seven days each school quarter, for the 
22 schools under their jurisdictions. The minimum educational 

23 program shall be the curriculum set forth in section 256.11, 
24 except as otherwise provided by law. The board of directors 

25 of a public school district shall not allow discrimination in 

26 any educational program on the basis of race, color, creed, 

27 sex, marital status or place of national origin. 

28 Sec. 4. Section 299.1, Code 1991, is amended to read as 
29 follows: 

30 299.1 ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS. 

31 The Except as provided in section 299.2, the parent, 
32 guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a child who is-ove~ 

33 seve~-a~d-~~de~-sixeeen-yea~s-of-age-by-Sepeembe~-%S,-in 

34 proper-physieal-and-meneal-eondieion-eo-aeeend-sehool is of 

35 compulsory attendance age, shall enrorl cause the child in to 
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1 attend some public school, eomme"ei"g-as-~~ovided an 
2 accredited nonpublic school, or competent private instruction 
3 in accordance with the provisions of chapter 299B, during a 
4 school year, as defined under section 279.10. The board of 
5 directors of a public school district or the governing body of 
6 an accredited nonpublic school shall set the number of days of 
7 required attendance for the schools under its control. 
8 The board of directors of a public or the governing body of 
9 an accredited nonpublic school may, by resolution, require 

10 attendance in-eae-p~b~ie-seaoo%s for the entire time when the 
11 schools are in session in any school year and adopt a policy 
12 or rules relating to the reasons considered to be valid or 

13 acceptable excuses for absence from school. 
14 A-caiid-saa~~-aeeend-an-aee~edieed-or-a~~~oved-seaoo%-re~ 

15 at-iease-ene-aa"d~ed-ewe"ey-days-eaca-seaee%-yea~~--Tae 
16 req~i~eme"e-saa%%-be-mee-by-aeeendanee-fo~-ae-%ease-eairey 
17 days-eaca-scaeo%-q~a~eer,-er-a-simi%ar-diserib~tien-of 
18 aeeendance-ea~e~gaoae-eae-seaoo%-year~ 
19 In lieu of saea attendance saea at a public or accredited 
20 nonpublic school a child may attend apen equivalent private 

21 instruction for at least one hundred forty-eight days each 
22 school year by a licensed teacher elsewhere. 

23 The failure of a child to attend school or competent 
24 private instruction under chapter 299B, as provided in this 
25 chapter, establishes a reputable presumption that the child is 
26 truant as defined in section 299.8 and that the parent, 
27 guardian, or legal or actual custodian of the child has 
28 committed a violation of this chapter. 

29 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 299.lA COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE AGE. 
30 A child who has reached the age of six and is under sixteen 

31 years of age by September '15 is of compulsory attendance age. 
32 Sec. 6. Section 299.2, Code 1991, is amended to read as 
33 follows: 
34 299.2 EXCEPTIONS. 

35 Section 299.1 shall not apply to any child: 
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1 % . .,. - -WJoIo- i s -o"e f'-~he -age-e£ - £otlf'~eeft-and- i s- f'egll%af'%Y 
2 emp'l:eyed.,. 

3 ~"'--Whose-edllca~iona±-qllali£icaeions-are-eqlla%-~o-~hose-o£ 

4 ptlpi±s-who-ha"e-eomple~ed-~he-eigheh-gf'ade.,. 
5 1. Who has completed the requirements for graduation in an 
6 accredited school or has obtained a high school equivalency 
7 diploma under chapter 259A. 
8 3 2. Who is excused for sufficient reason by any court of 
9 record or judge. 

10 4 3. While attending religious services or receiving 

11 religious instructions. 
12 5 4. Who is attending a private college preparatory school 
13 accredited or probationally accredited under section 256.11, 
14 subsection 13. 
15 5. Who has been excused under section 299.22. 
16 6. Who is exempted under section 299.24. 
17 Sec. 7. Section 299.3, Code 1991, is amended to read as 
18 follows: 

19 299.3 REPORTS FROM PRfVA~B ACCREDITED NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
20 Wi~hin-ten-deys-Ef'om-receipt-oE-no~ice-Erem-~he-secreeerr 

21 e£-~he-sehoo%-distf'ict-withift-which-any-pri"a~e-schoo%-is· 

22 condtle~ed On or before the third Friday in September of each 
23 school year, and at any time when requested in individual 
24 cases, the principal of Stich an accredited nonpublic school 
25 sha1l,-onee-dtlf'iftg-eech-seheo±-year,-aftd-at-afty-time-wheft 
26 reqtles~ed-in-indiyidlla±-eases7 furnish to sllch the secretary 

27 of the public school district, within which the accredited 
28 nonpublic school is located, a certificate and report in 

29 duplicate on forms provided by the public school district of 
30 the names, ages, and number of days attendance of each pupil 

31 of stich the accredited nonpublic school oYer-seYeft-and-llftder 
32 six~eeft-years-of-age who is of compulsory attendance age, the 
33 course of study pursued by each-stich-child the pupil, the 
34 texts used, and the names of the teacher~, during the 

35 preceding year and from the time of the last preceding report 
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1 to the time at which a report is required. The secretary 
2 shall retain one of the reports and file the other with the 
3 secretary of the area education agency. 
4 Sec. 8. Section 299.4, Code 1991, is amended to read as 
5 follows: 
6 299.4 REPORTS AS TO PRIVATE INSTRUCTION. 

7. The parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a 
8 child who by-Sep~embe~-%5-is-oyer-seve~-a~d-~~der-six~ee~ 
9 y~a~s-oE-age is of compulsory attendance age, who places the 

10 child under competent private instruction, not in an 

11 accredited or-approved school, shall furnish a report in 
12 duplicate on forms provided by the public school district, to 
13 the district by the earliest starting date specified in 
14 section 279.10, subsection 1. The secretary shall retain and 

15 file one copy and forward the other copy to the district's 
16 area education agency. The report shall state the name and 
17 age of the child, the period of time during which the child 
18 has been or will be under competent private instruction for 
19 the scnoo% year, an outline of the course of study, texts 
20 used, and the name and address of the instructor. The parent, 
21 guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a child, who is 
22 placing the child under competent private instruction, for the 

23 first time, Shall also provide the district with evidence that 
24 the child has had the immunizations required under section 
25 139.9. The term "outline of course of study" shall include, 
26 but is not limited to, subjects covered, weekiy lesson plans, 
27 and time spent on the areas of study. 
28 Sec. 9. Section 299.5, Code 1991, is amended to read as 
29 follows: 

30 299.5 PROOF OF MENTAL OR PHYSICAL CONDITION. 

31 The parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a 
32 child who is over-seye~-a~d-~~der-six~een-yec~s-oE-cge-by 

33 Se~tember-i5 of compulsory attendance age, who is physically 
34 or mentally unable to attend school, or whose presence in 

35 school would be injurious to the health of other pupils, shall 
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1 furnish proofs by affidav~t certificate under sections 281.6 

2 and 281.7 as to the physical or mental condition of the child. 

3 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 299.5A MEDIATION. 

4 If a child is truant as defined in section 299.8, school 

5 officers shall attempt to find the cause for the child's 

6 absence and use every means available to the school to assure 

7 that the child does attend. If the parent, guardian, or legal 
8 or actual custodian, or child refuses to accept the school's 

9 attempt to assure the child's attendance or the school's 

10 attempt to assure the child's attendance is otherwise 

11 unsuccessful, the truancy officer shall refer the matter to 
12 the county attorney for mediation or prosecution. 

13 If the matter is referred for mediation, the county 

14 attorney shall cause a notice of the referral to be sent to 

15 the parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian and 
16 designate a person to serve as mediator in the matter. If 

17 mediation services are available in the community, those 

18 services may be used as the designated mediation service. If 

19 mediation services are not available in the community, 
20 mediation shall be provided by the county attorney or the 

21 county attorney's designee. The mediator shall contact the 

22 school, the parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian, 

23 and any other person the mediator deems appropriate in the 

24 matter and arrange meeting dates and times for discussion of 

25 the child's nonattendance. The mediator shall attempt to 
26 ascertain the cause of the child's nonattendance, attempt to 

27 cause the parties to arrive at an agreement relative to the 

28 child's attendance, and initiate referrals to any agencies or 

29 counseling that the mediator believes to be appropriate under 

30 the circumstances. 

31 If the parties reach an> agreement, the agreement shall be 

32 reduced to writing and signed by a school officer, parent, 

33 guardian, or legal or actual custodian, and the child. The 

34 mediator, the school, and the parent, guardian, or legal or 

35 actual custodian shall each receive a copy of the agreement, 
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1 which shall set forth the settlement of the issues and future 
2 responsibilities of each party. 
3 The school district shall be responsible for monitoring any 
4 agreements arrived at through mediation. If a parent, 

5 guardian, or legal or actual custodian refuses to engage in 
6 mediation or violates a term of the agreement, the matter 

7 shall be rereferred to the county attorney for prosecution 
8 under section 299.6. The county attorney's office or the 

9 mediation service shall require the parent, guardian, or legal 
10 or actual custodian and the school to pay a fee to help defray 
11 the administrative cost of mediation services. The county 
12 attorney's office or the mediation service shall establish a 
13 sliding scale of fees to be charged parents, guardians, and 
14 legal or actual custodians based upon ability to pay. A 
15 parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian shall not be 
16 denied the services of a mediator solely because of inability 
17 to pay the fee. 
18 Sec. 11. Section 299.6, Code 1991, is amended to read as 
19 fOllows: 
20 299.6 VIOLATIONS -- COMMUNITY SERVICE fN-bfEU-ep Qg FINE 
21 OR IMPRISONMENT. 
22 Any person who ~haH:-"iolaee violates a mediat.ion agreement 
23 under section 299.5A or any of the provisions of sections 
24 299.1 eo through 299.5 or refuses to participate in mediation 

25 under section 299.5A, incl~si"e,-shall-be for a first offense, 
26 is guilty of a simple misdemeanor and-ehe-co~re-shall~ 
27 A first offense conviction is punishable by imprisonment 
28 not exceeding ten days or a fine not exceeding one hundred 
29 dollars. The court may order the person to perform not more 
30 than forty hours of unpaid community service instead of any 

31 fine or imprisonment. A person convicted of a second or 

32 SUbsequent violation is guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 

33 A second offense conviction is punishable by imprisonment 
34 not exceeding twenty days or a fine not exceeding five hundred 

35 dollars, or both a fine and imprisonment. The court may order 
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1 the person to perform unpaid community service instead of any 
2 fine or imprisonment. 

3 A third or subsequent offense conviction is punishable by 
4 imprisonment not exceeding thirty days or a fine not exceeding 
5 one thousand dollars, or both a fine and imprisonment. The 
6 court may order the person to perform unpaid community service 

7 instead of any fine or imprisonment. 
8 If community service is imposed as part of a sentencing 
9 order, the court may require that part or all of the service 

10 be performed for a public school district or nonpublic school 
11 if the court finds that service in the school is appropriate 
12 under the circumstances. 

13 rf a parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a 

14 child who is truant, has made an objective and reasonable good 

15 faith effort to comply with the provisions of sections 299.1 
16 through 299.5, the parent, guardian, or legal or actual· 
17 custodian shall not be criminally liable for the child's 
18 nonattendance. 

19 Sec. 12. Section 299.8, Code 1991, is amended to read as 
20 follows: 

21 299.8 "TRUANT" DEFINED. 

22 Any child oye~-seyen-a"d-~"de~-s±x~een-yea~s-of-a~e7-±n 

23 prope~-phys±ea%-and-me"~a%-eo"d±e±o"-~o-a~~e"d-sehoo%7 of 
24 compulsory attendance age who fails to attend school ~e~~%arly 

25 as provided in this chapter, or as required by the school 
26 board's or school qoverning body's attendance policy, or who 

27 fails to attend competent private instruction under chapter 
28 299B for at least one hundred forty-eight days per year, 
29 without reasonable excuse for the absence, shall be deemed to 
30 be a truant. 

31 Sec. 13. Section 299.9, Code 1991, is amended to read as 
32 follows: 

33 299.9 ~RaAN~-SeHeea5 TRUANTS -- RULES FOR PUNISHMENT. 
34 The board of directors may-proy±de-£or-ehe-eo"£~neme"e7 

35 ma±"ee"a"ee7-and-±nse~~eeio"-of-e~~ane-ehi%d~en-a"d-may-fo~ 
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1 that-p~rpo~e-e~tabi±~h-tr~ant-~ehooi~-or-~et-apart-~eparate 

2 room~-±n-any-pHbi±e-~ehooi-bH±la±n~~-ana-±t of a public school 

3 district or the authorities in charge of an accredited 
4 nonpublic school shall prescribe reasonable rules for the 

5 punishment of truants. 
6 Sec. 14. Section 299.10, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

7 follows: 
8 299.10 TROANCY OFFICERS -- APPOINTMENT ---eeMPSN5A~feN. 

9 The board of each school district maY7-ana-±n-~ehool 

10 a±~tr±et~-hav±ng-a-popHiat±on-o£-twenty-thoH~ana shal17 

11 appoint a truancy officer. 
12 fn-e±~tr±et~-hav±n~-there±n-a-e±tY7-the The board may 
13 appoint a member of the police forceL or marshalL a~-~Heh 
14 o€€±eer7-ana-other-a±~tr±et~-may-appo±nt-a-eon~table ~ 

15 teacher, school official, or other suitable person to serve as 
16 the district truancy officer. Each school district shall 

17 provide an in-service training program for the person 

18 appointed to serve as the district truancy officer. The 

19 training program shall reflect, but is not limited to, 
20 information about school and local legal procedures relating 
21 to the methods of handling truant children and the children's 

22 families. 
23 SHeh-o££±eer~-~haii-be-pa±e-a-rea~onabie-eompen~at±on-by 

24 the-board," 

25 Sec. 15. Section 299.11, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

26 follows: 

27 299.11 DUTIES OF TRUANCY OFFICER. 

28 The truancy officer ~hall may take into custody without 

29 warrant any apparently truant child and place the child in the 

30 Charge of the teaeher-in-ehar~e-of-the-pHbl±e school 

31 principal, or the principal's designee, designated by the 
32 board of directors of the school district in which ~aid the 

33 child resides, or of any private nonpublic school designated 

34 by the per~on-having-legai-eontrol-of-ehe-ehild parent, 

35 guardian, or legal or actual custodian; but if it is other 
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1 than a public school, the instruction and maintenance of the 
2 child ~k~~e~n shall be without expense to the school district. 
3 The truancy officer shall promptly institute e~~Minal 

4 proceedings against any person violating any of the provisions 

5 of sections 299.1 eo-r99~5 through 299.5A. 

6 Sec. 16. Section 299.16, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

7 follows,: 

8 299.16 FAILURE TO ATTEND. 
9 School officers shall ascertain the number of children ove~ 

10 ~ev~n-and-~nde~-~ixt~en-year~-o£-age who are of compulsory 

11 attendance age, in their respective districts, the number of 

12 ~~eh those children who do-not-aetend-sehool are truant under 

13 section 299.8 or who have accumulated fifteen unexcused 
14 absences during a three-year period, and so far as possible 

15 the cause of the failure to attend. School officers shall, 

16 until July 1, 1999, biennially report this information to the 

17 department of education on forms provided by the department. 

18 The department shall attach a summary of the reports, an 

19 analysis of the data, and policy recommendations based on the 

20 data analysis, along with the department's annual report under 

21 section 256.9, subsection 28. 
22 Sec. 17. Section 299.18, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 299.18 EDUCATION -- STATE SCHOOL. 

25 Children over-$even-and-ander-nin~teen-years-of who are of 

26 compulsory attendance age and who are so deaf or blind or 

27 severely handicapped as to be unable to obtain an education in 

28 the common public or accredited nonpublic schools shall be 

29 sent to the ~roper appropriate state ~ehool-eherefor 

30 institution, or shall receive appropriate special education 

31 under chapter 281, unless exempted, and any person having such 

32 a child under the person's control or custody shall see that 

33 saeh the child attends ~~eh-~ehoot the institution or special 

34 education program during the scholastic year. 

3S Sec. 18. Section 299.19, Code 1991, is amended to read as 
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1 follows: 
2 299.19 PROCEEDING AGAINST PARENT. 

3 Upon the failure of any ~ person having the custody and 
4 control of s~eh a deaf, blind, or severely handicapped child 

5 to require ~~s the child's attendance as provided in section 
6 299.18, the state board of regents may make application to the 

7 district court or the juvenile court of the county in which 
8 s~eh the person resides for an order requiring s~eh the person 

9 to compel the attendance of s~eh the child at the proper state 
10 institution. 

11 Sec. 19. Section 299.20, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 299.20 ORDER. 
14 Upon the filing of the application mentioned in section 

15 299.19, the time of hearing shall be determined by the 
16 juvenile court or the district court. If, upon hearing, the 

17 court determines that the person required to appear has the 

18 custody and control of a child ~ho should be required to 

19 attend a state seheo% institution under section 299.18, the 

20 court shall make an order requiring s~eh ~ person to keep 

21 stteh the child in attendance at s~eh-seheei the institution. 

22 Sec. 20. Section 299.22, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 299.22 WHEN DEAF AND BLIND CHILDREN EXCUSED. 

25 Attendance at the state institution may be excused when the 

26 superintendent thereo£-is-satisfiea~ 

27 :~--~hat-the-ehi%a-is-i~-stteh-8oai%y-er-me~ta%-ee~ditien-as 

28 te-pre¥ent-or-re~der-fttti%e-at~eftdanee-at-the-seheei~ 

29 ~~--~hat-the-eh~id-is-se-diseased-er-pessesses-stteh-habits 

30 as-te-reftder-the-ehiid~s-presenee-a-meftaee-to-the-heaith-or 

31 merais-of-other-pttpiis~ 

32 3~--~hat of the institution determines that the child is 

33 efficiently taught for the scholastic year in a pri~ate 

34 accredited nonpublic or other school devoted to saeh the 

35 instructionL er by a private tutor, in the branehes-tattqht-in 
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1 public schools. or is shown to be phYsically or mentally 
2 unable to attend school under section 299.5. 

3 Sec. 21. NEW SECTION. 299B.l PRIVATE INSTRUCTION. 
4 The parent. 
5 attendance age 

guardian, or custodian of a child of compulsory 
who places the child under private instruction 

6 shall provide, unless otherwise exempted, competent private 

7 instruction in accordance with this chapter. A parent, 
8 guardian, or custodian of a child of compulsory attendance age 

9 who places the child under private instruction which is not 
10 competent private instruction, or otherwise fails to comply 

11 with the requirements of this chapter, shall be presumed to 
12 have violated the provisions of sections 299.1 through 299.4 
13 and is subject to the penalties provided in section 299.6. 
14 For purposes of this chapter, "competent private 
15 instruction" means private instruction provided on a daily 
16 basis for at least one hundred forty-eight days during a 
17 school year. to be met by attendance for at least thirty-seven 
18 days each sChool quarter, by a licensed practitioner, or other 

19 person under section 299.3. which results in the student 
20 making adequate progress. 

21 For purposes of this chapter and chapter 299. "private 
22 instruction" means formal instruction in a setting other than 
23 and not affiliated with a public or organized accredited 
24 nonpublic school. 

25 Sec. 22. NEW SECTION. 299B.2 COMPETENT PRIVATE 
26 INSTRUCTION BY LICENSED PRACTITIONER. 

27 If a licensed practitioner provides competent instruction 
28 to a child of compulsory attendance age, the practitioner 

29 shall possess a valid license or certificate which has been 
• 

30 issued by the state board of educational examiners under 
31 chapter 260 and which is appropriate to the ages and grade 
32 levels of the children to be taught. Sections 299B.3 through 

33 299B.7 do not -apply to competent private instruction provided 
34 by a licensed practitioner under this section. 

35 Sec. 23. NEW SECTION. 299B.3 PRIVATE INSTRUCTION BY 
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1 NONLICENSED PERSON. 

2 A parent, guardian, or custodian of a child of compulsory 

3 attendance age providing competent private instruction to the 

4 child shall meet all of the following requirements: 

5 1. Complete and send, in a timely manner, the report 

6 required under section 299.4 to the school district of 

7 residence of the child. 
8 2. Ensure that the child under the parent's, guardiar.'s~ 

9 or custodian's instruction is tested annually to determine 
10 whether the child is making adequate progress, as defined in 

11 section 299B.6. 

12 3. Report the child's annual test results to the school 

13 district of residence of the child and to the department of 

14 education by a date not later than June 30 of each year in 

15 which the child is under private instruction. 

16 Sec. 24. NEW SECTION. 299B.4 ANNUAL ACHIEVEMENT TESTS --

17 REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURE. 

18 1. Each child of compulsory attendance age who is 

19 receiving competent private instruction shall be tested 

20 annually by May 1, using .a nationally recognized standardized 

21 achievement test chosen by the child's parent, guardian, or 

22 custodian from a list of approved tests provided by the 

23 department of education. 

24 2. A Child, who is seven years of age and is receiving 

25 competent private instruction or who is placed under competent 

26 private instruction for the first time, shall be administered 

27 a test for purposes of obtaining educational baseline data. 

28 3. The director of the department of education, or the 

29 director's designee, which may include a school district or an 

30 area education agency, shall administer each test required of 

31 children under competent private instruction. Testing shall 

32 occur at a time and a place to be determined by the person 

33 responsible for administering the test. 

34 4. The parent, guardian, or custodian of a child receiving 

35 competent private instruction may be present when the child is 
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1 tested, but only if both the parent, guardian, or custodian 
2 and the child are under the supervision of the test 

3 administrator. 
4 . 5. The administration of tests shall include, but is not 
5 limited to, purchasing of test materials, giving the tests, 
6 scoring and interpreting the tests, and reporting the test 
7 results. 
8 6. The parent, guardian, or custodian of the child being 
9 tested shall reimburse the entity providing the test 

10 administration for the cost of testing required by this 
11 chapter. However, the parent, guardian, or custodian is not 
12 required to reimburse the testing entity for costs incurred as 

13 a result of testing and evaluation under section 299B.8. 
14 Sec. 25. NEW SECTION. 299B.5 REPORTING OF TEST RESULTS. 

15 The results of tests administered to children of compulsory 
16 attendance age who are under competent private instruction 
17 shall be reported by the test administ·rator to the chi Id' s 
18 parent, guardian, or custodian, the school district of 
19 residence of the child, and the department of education. 
20 Personally identifiable information relating to or contained 

21 in the test scores is confidential and shall not be released 
22 without the prior consent of the child's parent, guardian, or 

23 custodian except as otherwise permitted by law. 
24 Sec. 26. NEW SECTION. 299B.6 FAILURE TO MAKE ADEQUATE 

25 PROGRESS. 

26 If the results of tests, administered to a child of 
27 compulsory attendance age who is under competent private 
28 instruction, indicate that the student has failed to make 

29 adequate progress, the parent, guardian, or custodian shall 
30 cause the child to attend an accredited public or nonpublic 

31 school at the beginning of the next school year unless, before 
32 the beginning of the next school year, the child retakes the 

33 same test and the results indicate that adequate progress has 
34 been made or the director of the department of education, or 
35 the director's designee, grants approval for competent private 
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1 instruction to continue under a plan for remediation. 
2 A child who is required to attend an accredited public or 

3 nonpublic school under this section shall continue attendance 

4 at an accredited public or nonpublic school until the child 

5 achieves adequate progress. 

6 For purposes of this chapter, "adequate progress" means, 

7 for children in all grade levels of competent private 

8 instruction, test scores which are above the thirtieth 

9 percentile, nationally normed, in each of the areas of 
10 reading, mathematics, and language arts, and which indicate 

11 either that the child has made six months' progress from the 
12 previous test results or that the child is at or above grade 

13 level for the child's age. For children in grade levels six 

14 and above, "adequate progress" also means that the child has 

15 achieved test scores in both science and social studies which 

16 are above the thirtieth percentile, nationally normed, and 

17 which either indicate that the child has made six months' 

18 progress from the previous test results or that the child is 

19 at or above grade level for the child's age. 
20 Sec. 27. NEW SECTION. 299B.7 NOTICE TO PARENTS 

21 REMEDIATION. 

22 If a child is placed under competent private instruction 

23 and the child fails to make adequate progress under competent 

24 private instruction, the director of the department of 

25 education, or the director's designee, shall notify the 

26 parent, guardian, or custodian of the child that the child is 

27 required to attend an accredited public or nonpublic school, 

28 unless approval for competent private instruction under a 
29 remediation plan is granted. The director, or the director's 

30 designee, may provisionally approve continued competent 

31 private instruction under an approved remediation plan 

32 designed to improve instruction for up to one year. 

33 Sec. 28. NEW SECTION. 299B.8 CHILDREN REQUIRING SPECIAL 

34 EDUCATION. 

35 A child of compulsory attendance age who is identified as 
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1 requiring special education under chapter 281 is not eligible 
2 for placement under competent private instruction without 
3 prior approval of the placement by the director of the 
4 department of education, in cooperation with the director of 

5 special education of the area education agency of the child's 
6 district of residence. 
7 A child who has been placed under competent private 
8 instruction, whose performance on the tests required under 
9 this chapter indicates that the child may require special 

10 education, shall be referred for evaluation under chapter 281 
11 and the rules of the state board of education. Testing shall 
12 occur at a time and a place to be determined by the person 

13 responsible for administering the test. 
14 Sec. 29. NEW SECTION. 299B.9 RULEMAKING. 

15 The department of education shall develop and recommend and 
16 the state board shall adopt rules to implement this chapter. 
17 Sec. 30. REPEAL. Chapter 299B is repealed effective June 
18 30, 1995. 
19 Sec. 31. Sections 299.13 and 299.14, Code 1991, are 
20 repealed. 
21 EXPLANATION 
22 This bill makes changes in laws related to and which affect 
23 Iowa's compulsory attendance procedures. The bill changes the 
24 beginning compulsory attendance age from seven to six years of 

25 age. Compulsory attendance policy for students attending 
26 accredited schools is to be set by the board of directors of a 
27 school district or other governing or nonpublic body of a 
28 private school. The exceptions from compulsory attendance, 
29 including children who were over the age of fourteen and 
30 regularly employed or whose educational qualifications are 

31 equal to those of pupils who have completed the eighth grade, 
32 are stricken. Deadlines are added to the provisions relating 

33 to reports from accredited nonpublic schools, and reports 
34 relating to competent private instruction by licensed teachers 

35 must include information on immunization. If a child is 
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1 truant, the matter can be turned over for either mediation or 
2 prosecution of the parent, guardian, or custodian. The 
3 penalty for violation of the compulsory attendance law has 
4 been changed to graduated terms of imprisonment, fines, or 
5 community service instead of fine or imprisonment. A census 
6 summary relating to attendance and school population must be 
7 provided to the department of education. 
8 The term "truant" is defined as a child who fails to attend 

9 school for at least 148 days per school year or who fails to 
10 attend competent private instruction under chapter 299B. 
11 Development of rules relating to excuses from attendance at 
12 school and punishment of truants is made the duty of the 
13 boards of school districts. All districts must hire a truancy 
14 officer who is to determine which children are truant and 
15 provide the district with information about the truant child 
16 and the names and locations of the child's parents. The 
17 compulsory attendance law is made applicable to even severely 
18 handicapped children. 
19 This bill also creates a new competent private instruction 
20 law. Reports on competent private instruction must be filed 
21 by the third Friday in September, unless a child is placed 
22 under private instruction after that date. 
23 The competent private instruction law legalizes two forms 
24 of competent private instruction: instruction by licensed 

25 practitioners and instruction by parents, guardians, or 
26 custodians of children. If a child is instructed by a parent, 

27 however, the child must be tested on at least an annual basis 
28 for adequate progress in learning. If the child fails to make 

29 adequate progress, the child will be required to attend an 
30 accredited public or nonpublic school, unless permission is 

31 granted to do otherwise. The costs of testing, except for 
32 testing related to special education, must be reimbursed by 

33 the parent, guardian, or custodian to the entity which 
34 provides the test administration. Children requiring special 

35 education may not be placed under competent private 
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1 instruction unless special permission is granted by the 
2 department of education, in cooperation with the director of 

3 special education for the area education agency of the child's 

4 district of residence. 
5 The bill may contain a state mandate under chapter 2SB. 
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AN ACT 

RELATING TO SCBOCll, INSTRUCTION AND i\TTl-:rWANCP. Of' CHJl,DRF.N 

OF COHPULSORY SCHOOl. A'Uf.:NDANO: AGl: AND PROVJOING fOR 

~EOIA7ION or TRUANCY Issues AND PENALTlES. 

Bt IT ENAC1'C:O BY TH~ GEN£ltAL ASSEMBLY Of' THE STATF. or IOWA: 

S~ction 1. Section 280.2, Codr 1991, is amended to read as 

follows: 

280.2 DEfINITIONS. 

The t~rm "public school" (";leans any school dIrectly 

supported tIl .... hole or i.n part by taxat ion. 'I'he tern 

.' 

Ha~~~ File 4\S, p. 

"nonplJblic ~;ctlool" r.eii~:; ,lilY other ~>chc?l ·":'·~":.ch .. i..5._.::c-:.::~(:!.i~.~ 

~r .~.!,.i.ch ~I!':"'S U.c;~n!>~.~. p!"Uli.l!~n.ei"S a~i .in.~t.~.!-:!os:~o.rg. 
S~C. 2. Section 280.), ul\nUnbcf(,'~ ~),\r<t9~,\p{1 1, Co:<::> 1991, 

La a:.lend('O to fead .l!; follo .... ,,: 

The bo"rd of dir~c:tl)r5 of E'c1dl public school distr:ct and 

the aut.horities in chclcqe of each nonpubli.c school !'Ihe~l 

pcesc~ibe the rninirnull' educational progr,\fI"\ ~d._a...!'~t.!~.£cl.ncc 

pol_i.SL.,:"hi~h sha\.~ r~_~i.re. ~~Ch_C:!l~}~~.t:.!.~nd ~ . .c..!}o~..!_f'?!:... .. ·l'· 

~.~st .. ~~.£ .. i]~.~d.!:_~.s!.J.~1" ~.t.:~.i..gh...!...~~~! .. ~o ... ~.e: rr .. (:!=_ ~.i:' ~!J:.~'- ":.U1CP. 

.for._al lcas..!....t~i~.~!!.~~.£!!.....9aYs e:,!ch s£=h()o~ qua't..~.rt. fc: the 
:schools und~r their jurisdicLions. The minimum cduca:ional 

progrclrt\ shall be the cuoiculum act forth in section 2~6.11, 

except as othpc..,ise provided by 1.1"', The board ot di:ectors 

of a public school district shall not a11o'''- discrimi~l.~ion ir. 

any educat ional program on th~ basis of race, color, ctecd, 

sex, marital status or place of national origin. 

Sec. 3. S~ction 299.l, Code 1991, is amended to read a~ 

fo11o"'s: 
299.1 ATTENDA1KJ-: REOUIREH~~1'S. 

'i'toJe .~_xcep.t:.. ~!L. prov~<;1.~~.t:" . ...!.££=t.i:~.!!....?~~?_.'_~~ paren:, 
quardiall, or le9..~.l _O...!.......i!.«;~.ual custcdian of a chi Id ..,ho !-~-o"e:, 

~e"el'l"e:nd -\1nder -~ t xtt':en-yet1r-~ -of -age-by - Sept: e",bet" -1ST -:-fI 
prope r -rhy~ t ea r -end -,...el''It~tI: ~ -eon:d i t i-Ol'l-to- e:Hend··~e.hOO:: is. 9.~ 

5:o.J!lpuls<?.!.Y......!!.~~p..n.dclnce .:~.'l£' shall enroH !:=aus~ the chi~d 1:1'1 to 
~_t~nd some public school, eClM'lenetflC)-fts-pt"cvieed an 

~.!....edite~ nonpub':...ic sct'!.22.!.L_~C~!!Ipetent privatc .. ins,j}uct;on 

i n a~.c_ordan~_p;: wi t h tt:L.e---...e..I.ov i s_~.Q..!l£.9.~ _ chapter _ 2998 , . ~!E.9..... '! 
schoo!. yea.r_LE deEil~~~ under secti.on 279.10. The. boa.~~~ 

di.rector.~_~2..~.blic .s<;!!.~?~<.!~l:?t:rict Ot the 9..<?y~l,!!SLb_~_o..! 
i!!\_.accreqited n0!ll?~~.!...!..£ . .!S~ool_~.~all set t!t.e numb~ .. ot ~C?f 
req\ll.red ~ttcndance_._f.2.!....~.!!":L !'>ct}?_o.ls under ~~s cont~.!...:. 

The board Ot di!.!!stor~9.~p.~b.!.ls.....2!....!.Il~~}nin'L~?c;l..l.....-0J. 
!If"! ...!S5.r.cd~.t_E!~_.DC?~~1_i:s_schO~~. may. by resol ut ion, requ 1 rp. 
attendance tl'l-t~~-pnb~te-sehooi~ for the entire ti~e ~~en the 

schools are in session in any school year ~nd ad~p.!-_a.....£2..U .. c;:Y 

:I: 
." 
~ 
til 
til 
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£! ~u} P.§: _~': ~ ,)t i r g . t. () ... ~7~ .. r.p~:;9.05._.~£~~ ~ (~~ r ec t.o _~'.~._';"!~.i (.I or. 

~.'~ ept.{!b.l f.' _~ xcu ~ C! 3.J Q~. ~.~~~?C€'~. ~ rc:n 5~!'22_~' 

A-ehi~d··'h~!~·~tt~~d-~n-ecereri~ted·'or··~ppro~ed-~ehocl-to~ 

1'!":··~~It~t ·e"~-h"!'"-:':,ed-~we"ty-d~Y!!l ·etl<:h-. .,eh("loi··yecr· -'t'h~ 

r~;~tre~e"~-~hc;~-b~··~et-by··ett~"dc"ee-for-~t-iec~t-~htrty 

da7~"eae~ ·~ehoo;-~~~rter1-or··c-~iMilcr··di~tributio" 'of 

e~te"dft"ee··thrn~q~o~t-the-~e~ftoi-recy; 

J" - h ~u -of - !'u::e.., -at: te"danee "~~eh' eh t ld"/'I'I~y .~ t te"d "Ojl''''' 

e~~i~~le"t'·i,,'t:,:et~on-by-..,-i~ee"~cd··teacher-el,eKher~; 

Sf!C. 4. t'F1 S~:CTI.~. 299.LA COMPULSOP" ATTLNOANCr. AG~;. 

A child who has reach@d thp age of six and is under sixt~en 

years of ag~ by September lS is o( compulsory attendance ag~. 

S@c. S. Sect~on 299.2. Code 1991, is am~nd~d to read as 

follows: 

299.2 EXCEP::ONS. 

Section 299.1 shall not apply to any child: 

17--Hho-i,-~ye:'-the-"'ge-of-fnart~e"-..,,,d-t~··~e~~lftrly 

e:!l~loyed7 

2~--Hho5e-ee~eet:oncl-q~ciifie~tto~~-cr~-eq~al-to-those-of 

p~p~i~-.ho-hay~-e~~plet~d-the-ei~~th-qrade; 

~_'._. W_h? ~."\S ~2.rt:P~.l".~~d .. ~h_e .... r~.q'~.i.~.l".n.~~.t .. ~. for .. 9.ra~.u~~ .. i.o~ }.~._al) 

accr ed i t e~_"pchoo 1 _ ?!..~~~ . .9.£.t_~j ~~~_"!_!~ ~ g!\ .. s~.~5~2~~9.u iva 1 enc,( 

~!pl!=?~a_l!,,!df!r _c:haotcr 2S9A.=-

3~. Who is e~cused for sufficip.nt reason hy any court of 

record or judgc. 

• }.. ~hil~ attendin9 religious services or receiving 

rl"ligious instructions. 

5~. Who:5 attending a private colleqe preparatory school 

accredited or probalionally accredited under section 256.11, 

subsp.ction l). 

S . .,.,'ho ha5 bee_~._.~)(El1sed under section 299.22. 

~.' .. _~~~ _~.s. f!xp.!pted.~_r'!~..e..!_ .. .!!~.~.t_~2.!l_~~ 
Sec. 6. S(!ct:'on 299.), Code 1991, is amended to read as 

foll()ws' 

299. J Rf:POP'tS FROM PRIVATP. ~~~~F..o~!_~1? .!l_~~PU.~~.'.I~ SCflOO(.S. 

1I:.·dSl~ f'~;(' 4'>'), p. ~ 

' ... ·it.hin t~n days t:· •. m r,>c"ipt ~)f r,ot.~("e f::,,:n th .... !;,~.:rP.';:i'lry 

of the schcol distrIct I.nt'".:n ,,,,cli.("h c~:'i)(t'le':~ fI~_~.~~·~~2.~l~r. 

!:e?np:~~}_i.£ school is r.onduC"!d, ttl(· principdl of ~~~": ~l_~ 

~C;5·:~ ~~.(~~.~.f'~q_.n5~~p\Jb_~!.E SChOll. ~tla 11, onCt~ du r l r.g edch :.chQol 

year, dnd at any ti.me · ... hen r('qupstl:d in individllc.ll c:as,~:;, 

furnish to ~~ten the!. SPC((H.MY Q.!.. the "pll.~!.~.~ scho9.~....£.!5~.r.i.~_t~,. 

~~~~h i ch t ~l.~~ <~~.cr '~5!.!.!£'i...!!9!,pub 1. ~£.....~~.h~.2.~_.1 os .l_(~<: ,1. ~~~l .• _ i'l 

c~rlifir.<lte and report. in d'JP1icat(~ (!n f.2.~ms .. E...!..£.,:,.id~~. ~y t.hp 

public_~S:.~C:?2.1 ... ~i~:..trict o( ~"@ narres, ages, anc nllmbe~ of days 

attendance of each pupil of !'!lJeh ! .. h~ .~~£!:!:dlt-':~! ... 1.10llp·~b.I.~c 
St:hool oyer-~ey~n··ftnd-onde:,··~i-)(~een-1e!'lr5··t)f-eqe \.tho is _of 

~£:np.1I1.s01·j' at.t~.I}danc~ age; and the COUl'"!;P. of study p.Hsued by 

I!'tleh - 5t1eh -~h i: ld .!:.~!-... Pllpg;- ~ h~" t:e~t5 -~s~d i" -a"ri·· the" ~-!,!:o.e~ -of 

th~-~e-!'!eher!l, during thp. pter.e,Hnq year and feom the ti.m~ of 

thf! Lu;t. prf!C":l"dlnq r~port to the tim!~ at which a r€:port is 

required. The sectctary shall retain one of the reports and 

file the other with the secreLary of the area education 

aqency. 

Sec. 7. Section 299.4. Code 1991, is amended to ~ead as 

follo''''s: 

299.4 R~PORTS AS TO PRIVATE I NS1"RUCTIQN. 

The p..uent, qIJardian, or legal or a.c::.tu~.}. custodia" of a 

child ~ho by-Septembet-iS-i~-oyer-~even-cnd-a~d~~-~~~te~~ 

yeftr5-of-a.')e .!..:~ .. Q.L'£~!'lP~l.1.!;?rj' ~t.l~.,:,~.ance aqt':, ,.,ho pl3C~S the 

child under ~C:'~P_~~.~_fl~ private instruction ~r'_~~r cha'p'~~~~998 • 

not in an accredited or-e:pproyt!d school, shall furnish a 

r epoct in dupl i c,lte 2'~._~9.'.:fol_~ p~?~.i.~~~ __ ~:i t he .. P~~.~~S .. sc!.'.2..~. 

distric~, to the district by the earliest startinq date 

specified In section 279.l0, subsection 1. Thl" secretary 

shall retain and file one copy and forward the other copy to 

the district's area education agency. The rpport shall s.tate 

the name and <lge of the child, the period of tilT".e durinq which 

the child has been or will be under s.:~mp.~~.n..! pnvate 

instruction for ~he ~eho~l year, an outline of the course of 

study, tPxt~ used, and the ~~rne and <lddr~ss of tne !~structor . 

• 
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~~'P: j)..!'\~~~_._ .. 9\.,~:::....di!1.!.'., _~~ ... 1!:9d.1 or ~!:::tu.a...! <::l!:~.t()(!.I')~_ ll(. a ~!!.i J.~, 

"'2.1.?_...i.:; f~!.a£in9. t_~.~. El.i.l(~.n~e-, c£.nt.E.)(!..!~n_~p[.~~dt'.:_ i_l!.:!lf.~~:t..i_9.!l.! 

(or I'he fir!'>t tirt~, !;hail als£....J.~.r.£yid.£.._tl_l.£.d~.::...!-_ri.£t ':.~U~ 

~'-!id~n0!. ~.!l.at. .!.!lP.. El' .. i ~_d_.-,,~~~.~.,!_~~l:.£ ~~~n~-=<\ti2.rl<;_'!5:TLi !~:.2 

!!.!'_dp.~_~ect.i!,,~13~~9. The term "OUtllrlf.' of cour!Jc ot study" 

5h~11 includei-b~t-i"'~ot"ii~ited-to7 subjects covered, ~ee~!y 

1C$50n plans. and lime ~~cnt on th~ areas of stu·Jy. 

Ser.. S. S"'r:tion 299.5, Cou(> 1991, is. am,!noed to read ,13 

(ollolo'~: 

299. S PROOf' or MENTAL OR PK'lSICAI. CONOnrml. 

The p<lfcnt, gIJardi<tn. or !..£9.~~o.~_":Ic~~l. c:u'fotodian of a 

child who is o.e~-~eve~-and-tt"der-5ix~ee~-r~~r5··of··~4e-~r 

Septer.'lber··15 9f_.s?"!~.s2.!.Y.~t.~~~t?e....!ge, ..... ho i3 physically 

or mentally unable to attend school, ~~h.5~~ p.!.e~'s!......ln 

~hoo~ ~<?':!.!2 .. b.£..i..!!J.u ~ .i:.£l.!~~p . ..!!,~h~~~h..2! ~.)~~~.~P~JLi.!!O , shall 

furnish proof~ by aHidtn.it: certli.i.cat~~_d~.s.p.c~ions ~l_~ 

~E'£' 28.~.=..2 ,HI to the physical Ot mental condition of the child. 

Sec. 9. ~W~<;l'lC?t:!. 299,51\ MEDIATION. 

[[ a child is truant as defined j(1 section 299.8, school 

officers shall attempt to find the ca\lse for the child's 

absence and use every means available to the ~chool to aSRure 

that the child does attend. If the parent. gU .. Hdian, Or legal 

Of" .lctual cU"Hodi~n, or child refuses to accept the school's 

attp.mpt to assure the chi Id's attendance or the school's 

attempt to as!iure t.he child's <lttendance Is otherwise 

unsuccessful, the truancy otEicer shall refer the matter to 

the county attorney for mediation or pro3ecution. 

If the matter is referred far mediation, the county 

attorney shall cause a notice of the referral to be sent to 

tne parent, guardian, or Ip'gal or acttlal custodlan and 

desiqnate a person to serve as mediator in the matter, 1f 

mediation services are available in the <:onmunity. those 

s(>rvice~ May be used as the desi9n~ted nedl.'Jtion servlce. If 

mediation sp.rvices arc not available in lne corrl.:lIunity. 

mediaL ion shall bp. pro""~ded by the county at.torney or the 

Hc)u&'· fl~e :,~.? 6 

county Jtto~(!ey's de~iqnc!e Thp ~~diator shall contac: the 

;,.('"hool. I .. he par,:-nl. qUd:-diilfl, ()~ lcqa~ 01· dc:t.uill cu!'>t:".:~"n, 

and an·f oUII~r Pl~(:;(j(\ the nNl . ..t.t.:)~ det·Jn!,> e.P9~oprial(> i~ th.~ 

~att.l~r a~d arrangp mee~lnq dales a~d timcfi fOt d~!'>~us~~a" of 

thp child's nondtt~ndance, The ~edi~tor shal\ atl~mp: to 

ascerLaln the caus~ of th~ child's n0natt.endance. atte~pt to 

CiAU::;" L"'I~ p<Htip.~ to ,Hrive! at: an il.qtp.ert".co:1';.. l"f':l,l~i\le ::- the 

child's attpndd~CP, and initi~te r~f~rr2Is to ~ny dqe~cies 0: 

counceling that the ~Qdiatcl bp.lievea to be appropriate undpr 

th~ c i r ctJmgtal\CI~S, 

If the p,H"ti.es re,lch an a~reentent. thl! agro~ertlp.nt s~,lll be 

reduced ta ~riting and signed by a !ichool officer. pa:9~t. 

gllardian. or legal or actual cust()di~n, and thp. child. The 

mcdiilto:. the school, and the p,uent, g'la~dian. or leo:;al or 

actual custodian sOc.lll cadI ceceivp a COp}' of the a9r~'.!.nent, 

which shall get forth lh~ s~ttlement of the iSGu~s ilnt future 

responstbiliti~s of each party. 

'The school district shall be rc~.ponstble for: mvnito:in9 an)" 

a9re~ments arrived at through mediation. If a parent, 

qoardian, or legal or actual custodian tefuses to en~4qe in 

mediation or violat~s a ter~ of the aqreenp.nt. the mat:er 

shdll be rereEerrl~d to th.oe count}' attorney for prosect.:ion 

under section 299.&. The county attorn~y's office or :he 

mediatlon service shall require the parent, guardian, or le9a1 

or actual custodian and the school to pay a fce to he)? detedy 

the administrative cost of ~ediation services. The coanty 

attorney's office or the ~edi.ation service shall est.ablish a 

sliding scale of fees to be charged parent3. quardiaos. and 

legal or actual custodians b .... sed upon ability to pay, A 

parent. guardiAn, or leqal or actual custodian shall not be 

denipd the services of a mediator solely because of inability 

1.0 pay the fee, 

Sec. 10. Sect ion 299.6, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

follows: 

:I: 
"TI 
",. 
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199,6 l)IO!.A1'IO'o'S -- COP-'.r-U;N:''f"i Sl:RVICl:: fti"ctEU··r.W 9R rJ~,: 
OR JMPRlS0:-l.~f:NT. 

Any per:Hln · ... ho ~h/tl:+-,;,!n~t!';e ,!l.S~.L)t:~':>_~l .1!'..£.d.i'lt.Lc?~ }19.r~..£:.".ent. 

~~1~.€'~_~~,=~ I.E!' ?~~_ .. S.~.L..~h?_~~_. r e ~£.r r e~ .. f?r . ...Et" ~~~.~.!. i. <:?'l...~~l~",: r. 
~.~£!io~ .. ~}:_S!t .. ~~'!..i.s.....s~~.vj.£~ftd ~L d. vigl,,!!..~9.n. ~.f~_o!~Y . .2.L~0e: 
prny.isions._qf ~£c::~io~~s._ 29~~1 ~.!'",£",~U.2~ 2~~;1) •. _ ... ·ho_'!i'?~~~.S: any 

of the provisions of sections 299.1 t:", ~1~~1I9~ :?99.S.!....2.!_.w~'? 
~. e t.~~,_f!s._.t.?_P'"\Lt.i c.i...e.,~ l.ft....!!:!.. r.:.e.~ ~i!~ iQE!._IIt:'.~~ ~~_~).?~l. ?99 .. S~, 
i:"dt1'i:~l':i-!th"'i~-b~ !.C:>~_i'_~~.r~t....2..ft'_~se~.J~" qUl1ty of .15i'l1p1& 

misdc~eanor ~"d-t:~~-~o~rt:-shftt!.~ 

!\---.!.. i rS~_~.f.~..£....n.~.*!" ... £2~'! Lct 1.'?~._~~P.~I.!!.L~!hdbl!: ~~).r .i.~on~en.~. 
n,?l....!. xSe.ed 1 !'L~~n .. ~~y.s .. ....2.!._ ~ ._( i ne ... ~ot. e:xc~f!d i ~..9...2.~~ _ hu n~r.e.~ 
dO}}<H.~_: __ ~h(! .c::~..!!.!.J. .. I!'~ ordcr the person to per form not I"horp 

than (orty hours of unp,lid community service instl"cld of any 

tiTle or ill\prisonment, ~e.r:S.~--..E9.nvlc~~c~f._<!.......!~~~~2 

~ !Ol~l.t ~9..!!.._i.£....9.l.!j ~~9.~~e.I·.~ous._ni.s(!,:!:I::"1(:!!~.o.~....:.. 
!,- __ seco.~.£.2.f.(ens.~ ._cony"i c.t i.on_.i._~\I.~is~~.t.?_~}?y .. irnpc !.s?nrn~f2.~ 

!!9.l exce.e:~Dq.~~D.t.t.~~.Y~""'£!" .. ·~ (.U!...e .. not_ .. ~.xce'~~ .. i..~.i. v~ hundr.~.2 
~,?:.~r s.~ .. ...£r. _ bO~~h .. "---.!..L~~....!.:.~d .i~2.£!.s~®.~.~.t_._'l.'t:'Ie cO\~r.~ rnay .. p!..de r 
the ... pe.£!..~~ .. l..2 .. p_erfo~.~ .. ~~i~ (;om;T1unl.tY.~E~;.ce i. .. ~~tead. ?~~ 
~.i.'.'~_.QL. ~!!!.E! l.~on.~.!'n~.:. 

~_J.h i . .!E.. C?!.~~lbs_~.~~~_2!.f.e~~.£...J ~...i!.....~~!l.9~~s ~.i sd~.~.e_~~]·_ ~n2 
~.?'."l~ic~.i.~.s .. ~~~~."ble. ~Y.....i..0P'l is.0f."lmen..!. ... n~.~~c.f!cdi.~g 
~.t:'.i..~.d~~. ~.~_a_~jr\~().t: .e:<cp;.e:d.~9 .C?~.~.h~\Jsan.~ .d...2..!..!~.~.s..!........2..! 
bot h _ ~ . ...!...!...n~_ and_ ... ~.lT1pr i ~?~~en t_, . _'rhe:...s.9.!l_~. ~~.r_52~.der ;~~.~_!:!:o.1J 

!.£.. . .E~rfor~m unp!!Iid co~!"-_iJ...!!.!..!:..y.~...£.!..~i.~_.i.~stead_~!~ .. !i.ne 9~ 
~~~?':llT1en~..!. 

.! ( .. CO~~.I.!l!..!.r .. ~~~<:.~ .. !..!..J. !!,p.~s ed -.!!...1?a.~ .~_a .;>~P:fl~ 
2.~~~.!......£9.1.!~~. __ re9u i ~.e tha.L...E~.~ ~_ 2r a 1 .. 1_ of t~.~_ sp.r,!.~.~ 
be oe£f.~<:!...!Q~ .~publ~c::.. sC~~~.~~ .. ~Etrict. 9! nonJ?lf_blic_.s:.c}}ool 

}_~ .~ll~9~~ _~.inds t~~~!_~.~~~Ln thp. .. s:.chool-.l~.~.r.~E.!..!i!.t.~ 
~~'.:Ider_~~\.£... .'2"~.!...£.!.l~~~~.!!..ccs. 

1.Li!. pa r e ~.t:.L.Jl~£~)~~.!':.!_ ~~ ... !...~.l _~!......!.~~ ~.~ L.£~.~~ 9 d i. a.~ of a 

~~.!..!.£._w~...2.._ ~ s . t ru,!~_l !._ has 9.~_d_~_!..£~sE.na~~.~ .. ef f ?.l _~'.r. ---.!£..~o~e..!y 
~~~ .. ~ ~."'p_rov 1 ~.~ o.f"!.~....2i._~s~ _l_c:ns. ~~9.=-~_. ~!l.r 0l!.9.'! 299 '. ~! .... t:>.!!...t ... i.~ 

~b~.~f! Filf~ ·1:)5, p. 8 

~.~I<ll?}_~ .. t.O~:<1"!..:~'! .~.~~. c!l!Jd .~~! il~t.E.'.r:2.~ ~:'~~'c~},_.tI~£ .!?iJ':..~:"I~~ 
9~j.r.d i:.!~.~ ~.!... 1£9,1 ~. 2....c .. ~~~l.lJ .. l .. ~:l.~ t.09 ~n .£d'L f:!}f? .~I\ <\U_:. (,,!v.~~ 
l.i.~.i. rig. ~.!:!~~ .r_pa.~?n.'~b]!~ p ~.f~)!. t !) .~~~~l.f" .~ .tJ!e .. 1::'.1 r....!.!I.l t_, .. ~~_~(j.!.~l!l,. 
2..!.. 1 o:?9~J._. O~_flC:: ~ l.l<1 ~ .S~~.tO(~ l~_~._~~) ~n.!:!.SI~ _!.t:e .. _~h lJ..d.'_~ at t. f:'.-:.d,l ~!: 
~.r'.9 __ ~~e . Pi! r e~.l !_9_1J~ .~.ii ~"\.n.!.....()r .).£'<J..~"l.1 .2.!.. c\_£..t.lI<.:'1_! .~~q, t:.2..~~ d n. S_h." ! .. ! 
no~. b~.....£r i_~i:..~i!!..1 y _~.!a.bl c_ ~2..!.. .. ~ ~e ._~_i 1 .. ~ 5 !].O!l.!..t. t~.f1.d~ nc,?~. 

Sec, 11. Section 199,B, Cod(' 1991, it. amend.!(j to re_~d ,lS 
follows· 

299. a '''I'£WANT'' DEf"lNI::D. 

Any child ny~r-~e.en-and-~"der .. ~~~t:~en-,eftr~-of-~.el_~n 
p~ope~-rhy~tea)-end-~I':"t.~i-eondt~ton-to-~t~end_~enOO~T 9l 
S.~p'~lls2!i' .. <!!.tenq_=JI"~ce. "9..£ '.oIt~o fails to attend school req~hr!1 

as pro\!ided in this. chapter.!........2.! .. a.~_..r~~!.~~.~Ll.~(> sc~~9..! 

~~.<l.r_~~. ~~:s.ct!.<?I.?L..9.o.v_er f!.i n_<J.....£..~;1'i .:.E.. <l..!.l..~n£~.c~......Pol icy! .:?.!.... :-'~\.9 
fa.!..!!.?_ l.o_a_t ~_~~~_...£c?mp.~.I?n~J..t:..l Vd.~ i~.~ r.uct: i£D .. \I.~~.~ .. ~.' ... ~ 
?J9ll. wi thout reasonahle excuse t·or the abs&nc(', shc\ll be 

def!med to bt" c\ truant. ~qndl~9....!.!'~"'-t:.~ .. chi.I~.s .. trua~~ 

ho,:",e::.£!..! ~h~ ~ .. L n?Dy._~ t s.~ lL~~.r:t---.! h~l...5 tl£...sl)'!"'~.~ ... ~. c:9"!"!'~.~ 
!I.~!£"'~~ ~ss}.~-,'nce :;l..!..!.!!.~~ .. th,: ... ,!,eaf]i~.~L.sh~e~~? .~nd_.:s:hal.~ 
!~9D.e. _the .. so~ ~...£i!~i.S fc:>.~....!....cl.l.!..!..d_. i..!l_ n(>ed. '?L_a~si ~~-!_nce 
~~ ~ ~.~£"!l. 

Sr.-c, 12. Section 299,9, Code 1991, is amended to read as 
follows: 

299.9 'fRHAN'P-S€HeabS TR!!~tJTS -- RUI.ES FOR PUN I SH!-Ith"T . 

The bc)ard o( dirp.ctors ~~!-pro¥tde-for-t:he-eo"finl':~ent:T 

r"'~ tn~enl!: nee ;-~nd- i: n.,t roet:-ton - of - t:t"~~"t -ehi ldt"e"-~nd-l!'.fty _ fo~ 
t:-~e~-porpo~~-e't:ebii~h-~~~~n~-sehooi,,-o~-~et_epart_~epet"a~e 

rOO~!!I- in -any -pob!: ie -.,eheel l-b~ i:id t nq :--and- it: of ~ . .I?l:!bl i.~_ ~chool 

£~s.t r iet .9.~...! ~ ,,!IJ t hO£!.!.i.~.~_J...!!....c:.~.~!..9.e .. .£!. .. a~a_c.:=...£.r ~di t ~~ 
!,.9_n~.!~£---.!£~~.2.! shall prescribe reasonable rules for the 
~,unishmcnt of truants. 

Sec, 13. Section 299.10, Code 1991. is amended to read as 
follows; 

299.10 TRUANCI OfFICERS -- APPOINtMENT ·.--€9."1PEto"SAi't9H, 

• 



I!:::.;:;e ~.~ te :lS-;', l). 9 

The board ot each s(;h0~1 dis:rlct ~~!7'end-~""~eh~"i 

di~t~ict~-hcvin9-C-popule:~on-ef-t~en~Y"~h"~,~~d-'h~t~) 

,lppoint A trudr\CY ofCice~. '.!..~.le._b_~!:.d (!l'. ~dC~.$r.tl'?O~l:-t~.j(;!:.!. 

~1'2~.~. d9£.~ .. ..i'0.~~P£? i f\~_a. t !..u .. ~.!!...c;.i' .9.!...! i c.,:.:.. ~9.r .. ~ l.lf': _~ 1 S t. r. ~.£t '. 
~!:!.~.\LE...es~.n~~e~_ .l:!~g~.,~ p~rs2..!!.. ~<L£...~l ~o.;~. i n!~.{mat l,?n.2.'! 

~.t~f!~m~....£~~ 0L .. c:!!..l~.d~~l.f)_.t h...£...d i.~t c.ic_~_ .... ~_ iI.!.£ t..!U.lflt =-

ffl-di."I tdet:", -h~.:tt't9··t~t-rt':tn-tl-ehy;· :-:o.t- !:.~e: bOiHil may 

appoint a Member of the police forc~~ e~ warShal~ a~-'~ch 

cff~eerT-tlnd-other-d~~tr~et~-~~Y-~PPO;~~'6-enn~t~bl~ ~ 

.!-.~.~c.h.£..!.! .. _~.~h~_~.l . .£~~i.S.i.a~ Ot otllcr sujtahl~ p~"$on !.£..s£.iv£... . .i§: 

~h~i.!!~.ict .. ~u<!..!!...c:t._2!..t).£.£! . 
Saeh-of f1: ee ~ ~ -,i'ltl.ll- be "p~i-d -e - ree: ~ol':t!lb l e . e':)tI'Irer.~e t ;'on -by 

the-betu'(h 

Sec. 14. Sect jon 299.11, Code 1991. is am~nded to read as 

follo .... s: 

299.11 DU·t'IE:S or TRUANCY OfficeR. 

The truancy officer !lJ1\t!lH ~~ take into C\lstol1~· I.'ithout 

IJ<lCrant Dny apparently truant child and place the chlld in thc 

charqe 0f tile t~.,ehet'-'i:n-ehftrge-of··t:he-r~bhe school 

p.r_~r.'.£!'.p.,.!.!,-,. Q.,r_ .. t!!,.e .E.!.~£lcil?~l!.' L~~~~~~ designat~d by the 
board ot dirpctors of the gchool district in which ~~;'d ~~ 

child resides, or of any pri:",nte ~(~~~~.!.!.c. school designated 

by the p~l'~ol'l""evtnq-l~9al-eont~ol-of-the-ehHd E!l.!'£'~~:....t. 

9.u~~.~l~L....0.r..J.e.g~J. . ..2..!..~~S~l . ....£~stod~.!!!; but if it .is other 
than a puhlic school, the instruction and rnainten2Jl\ce of the 

child thet"~'i:" shall b~ without expense to the school district. 

~ ~...£.!:!.~ '=-i.~ ~~~ ~ _~ n..!2.. cU.!'i~~_\}.nde~.....!:. h ~~~0. l.9..!l.! .J:9 ~ 
~.~,:!n_c...t..2.!.1.l~~....!!"~!.!..!....m,,'k~verL..!.!?~?nllb.le a.~!..£~p!..._~ 

.!iM'.ed i~l.!.!y_l~ot i !L~ ~<l re...!!...t...L...9.~Ard ~E'-!_O.~.9i!.L o...!.... <let u.a..!. 

~~~~odi.a~~.Lt;..h..£.....chlld' s locat ion =-

The truancy ofticet" shall prom.ptly institute er:tl"\i:nllr 

proceedir.gs against any person violating any o( the provisi.on!> 

of sections 299.1 tc-i9c) ... S !:..!:'.r.£.u~.2~J:2!~. 

Sec.1S. Section 299.16. Cede 1991, is ,lIt'.ended to rcad as 

1!(~u.C:(> ;'ill' 1-:';, p. 10 

SchooL oft'lo:ra ,~)lall il~.C(':t,li':l ~,he nll:",(j.?r or; (;'l.ld:r')."l C'lver 

:"Ie.,en'·"nC· t:".o:i~r ~:xt:~en-,.ee,:~-of-d()~ ~H)._~:t!_ .of_-=::":Ti£..u.l~,!:ry 

.<·.~,..!-.ens3:~nc.!-'_.i'9t?, in th(~il' f(>f,~.o;ctiVt~ distr:ct:;., the flurnbt~r of 

~'leh t~!2.~" chi ldren '.tho ttc-:'\ot·,ft~t~r'td ·.:"Ict-:ee:: ~rp.._t::':""~~.t. ~?~I 

!>.,!c.~i..0n .?_~? ~_.o. r :~(.)_ !1(1::~ _~S.~lm~.~~ t. ~ f !...~ t ee n. _U!, ~0(;!:!' ~ t':..~ 
:d.~e~s!s A,,!.lr i'!.<L<l _~.hr.~.e·:)~e~)~.~.!...l e...~, alld S0 far ;\S POfiS i bl~ 

thE'" (;,H\st> o( thf~ fil.ilure to attend. S.Ij~()O~ .. ,,?,!..f.i.£e:..s . .Ei"l<l.!l . .!. 

'!.!!t i.!._ JI!!.Y ~.!_1..'1~.~, . .2.,1 ~!!!l i. ~~ ~ '1_.1' ~P(~!_~. ~:,!"I .. ~ s ~~~o r~!J. o~ t£. ~.he 
?~p . .Hl!'p.n.!_ of _£~~u~.I,.!2n . .2.n ..f..:?rm.,E p.royJ....d.!D:z .t.~l_~ . .£e~E.!!.'e.Et '­

!I).£...d~ . .-l.r ~me~t: . .E.~a.!J .!,t L~~h .. ~. !'>~!~<I:.r '1 .2.f . t h~. ~.£Q.C?~,5. s-,_ ~ 

!..!.. ~a .. l"y's ~~?f .1. ~.~ i.~ t..~ . ~d _t?.~ ll..c 'L. ~"!:.£2.~:..~~.,~!..i.o~_~ ~~_s ~~ _ ~ !. ~_I! 
~at,~..!!.na.!y""s.i.::!.!_ a~~93~.!.h ...!.~.e: ,j.~<lr.~.~.~.~~f, _a..!l!'t1~!l .!.,.ep.2.! t_y~~.p~!.. 

gp.~i.?_n_ 2?i .. 9.!~u!~.e~~1~ ~~. 
Sec. Hi. Section 299.la, Code 1.991. i5 C\l'iellojeo to tea.d as 

folio· ... !; : 

299.18 EllU('f,TJON -- srAi'£ SCHOOL. 

Children tJ.,et'-~eyen-tlnd-~"det"-ni."~te:~"-yeftr!'J-of :-:ho !!.!~ a! 

c.9.!'Pt!..!_SQ!..i'_.<~e:.n~.!..~<:..£ a()e ~~<! who are so dpaf or blintl or 

s~vp[cly ha)ldica~perl as to lo~ unable to obtain ao education in 

the colllJfton pUP-lic _2 ... .r ..!.~S'.!...etJJ...t_p.:...~. !J..£D-publ ~£ schools ~hall be 
sent to the Pt"l)Pt-~ ':!P1l..E_~E!.i~..!_~ state ~..£..e~~!~ schc.ol therefor!. 

2.!.....~ha ~ l . ....!.~c..e i ",:p:..i'PE!..?E.~ i <!..!: ~.:....::;p~i~~du~.a.!.~ o~.I)~e !....~~.!l?~£.~. 
Z.~!I unless excmpted, and "ny person having such d chUd under 

thp person's control or cos~,ody shall see that ~'dei-l ~.!!e child 

attPnds '~eh ~.!:'~5~~£._o..£...e!..at~ J;choo1 2!....!!:p.,£_c...i..,~.!..li!du.£!~loT); 

2!9.g.!.:~.1T! dtlcing the schol"st:ic year. 

Sec. l7. Section 299.19. Code 1991, is l\m~l\ded to read as 

follo· ... s: 

299,19 PROC£f.DING AGAINST PARENT. 

Upon th~ failure of tiny ~ person having the custody and 

control of ~ljeh ~~'!..L.~'!!'Un~..£E.. .. ~.~:~:~,~,..r..!.!.L.h.!...n_c;1ica£.e..e9. chi I.d 
to requi.re :t'=~ .~he .. £!l~.!~~_8 attendance as provioed in section 
299.18, the state board of regents may Plake application to the 

district coun or the juvenile COlUt of the cotLnty in .... hich 

tollows: ~ljeh th.!! per.,.on ~e'!ijde5 for an ordel' requi.ring ~ueh ~t)! pp.cso;-. 

299.16 f!\ILURl-: 1'0 Al'':"[Nl). 

:x: 
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t? comp~l ttl~ attpnd~n~e of ~~ch ~~~ ~~i ld at the p:~!)~r state 

; ,,~t f tul: ;'~n ~.E~.!...~ t. ~d_.E.c.h<?.2...! . 

Sf:C. 18. Section 299.}O, Cod" 19')1, i:.; i!:TIend'!:'d ~.-) rp..3d ,1:) 

follo"5: 

299.20 O~D£R. 

uron the filing of thr- aprl iCc!.t Ion rr:"nlioned in 5e(:t.ion 

29-).19. the time of h~drin9 shall b" de~t.'rmined by tr.C 

juvenile court or the district court. If. upon Mea~inq. th~ 

coun determines ttl,ll thp per!'>on :eqllir(ld 1"0 appear ",as t.he 

cu~tody clnd cant rol of <1 ch i Id .... 1".0 5hoIJld be requ i reo to 

attend a state £e.1!.l.:~,-t.ed school under sl:ction 299.18, ttlP. court. 

sh~1.1 make an ord~r r~~quiring ~tleh the p~rson to ke~p !'Iueh ~he 

chi Id in attendance at ~tJeh .!-he. s.~~e ~f.£.E.~~t.~<! schc:)l. 

Sec. 19. Section 299.12, Code 1991. is amend~d ':.0 rp.<1d as 
follo .. ~: 

299.21 WHEU DEAr AND BLIND CHILDREN ~):(:IJS!:(). 

Attendance at the state tn~ti:t:tlt:tot'l Qp.e.r~~!}£~~~ol m,1y be 

Excused when the superintp.ndent t~ereof-i~-~ftt:t~fi~d~ 

iT--~hn~-the-eh~id-~!'I"~n-~aeh-~odiiy··or-men~fti-eo~d~t~O"-~~ 

to-prey~"t-o~-~e~der-fut*ie-ette~de"ee··et-the-sehooi~ 

~~--Thet-t~e-e~~~d-i~-~o-di~e~~ed-or-p~~~e~~~~-~a~h-hftb~e~ 

1I~-t-o-re"der-the"eh1:idl.~-pre~enee-ft-:'I'Il!"a(:'e-to-the-heeiI::h-or 

moreis-of-ot-ner-pap*~~T 

3~--'f'Mt: ?..!.....!...h.~ ... ~~ate op~!a_t:.~c~~f)l c~.~ .l.i (le~ .. ~\:l~~a.~ 
!.!l.t ~!.c!!.s_c ~..E.!...!!!.~.~X st a f f !~g .. J:: earn .ha~~!..t:.~ ~ ~~ fled , _.p'I::J(suan~....!£ 
.~t?~---.!.£q~!J!,.ents of ~~.~pter 28l-!_~1_t~ the child is efficiently 

taught for the scholastic year in a priy~te ~_ccredj..~~~ 

£I.9.:r:'pl:Lpli.E or other schoo). devoted to ~aeh ~~ instruction!. or 
by a prIvate tutor, in the br~nehe~-t~aq"t--in public SChools!. 

9L_.i ~ . ....§:.,:!o .... n .!.2.._~.!L .... 2!!.:t.s i ca lly _or meD_t:.~llY...E_n.<!t.? 1.~...!2 .. _~~;"'e~<! 
schoo.!..E..~~er sec~!E_~.J.~hl. 

Sec. 20. Nf.I!.._S_~£TIOn. 299B.l PRIVNJ'f. INSTRUCTION. 

Ttl~ parent, guardidn, or legal custodian of a child of 

compulsory Jltt~nd<lnce aqe 'Jho places the child IIndp.r pr ivate 

instruction shall providp.. unless other .. ise exe~pt~d. 

• 
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c:omp.~~.~:.t. pr i\latc in:':I"'Jct. ic·r. II) dcc;ol"d,!I)Cl' · .... ith ti)jr- (:t-;'pt(.'r 

~ pArt.'~~. q~ardian. ()r leg,ll cu9todi~n l)~ a chIld of 

cQrr'(JlJl~):y att.o:ndtHlCe ctqe .... ho pla<:('$ tho: c:'.ld 'Jn~e{ priv,~te 

instruc:ion .... hich is not (;o:nr~u:nt (Hi ... "tr. ::-.st~uct.ion. -::or 

otht~r .... i5e fails to (;omply Io'ith the requil'pm",nts of this. 

Chaptl?r. is subject to thp. provisions of !'>l!cti.ons 2'99.1 

through 299.4 and th~ pendlties pruvi<led In sectiol) 299.6. 

for ?urpor-cs of this Ch,lptE>t". "compe~.cnt ?ri .... H(! 

instruc:tton" me<)n!) privclte in!;t.PJct.ion prov~c.('d on.1 daily 

basis ~or at lpdr-t one hundred forty-eight days during a 

school year. to be !TIet by i'lttt~ndancp for dt least t.hirty-seve­

dely!> e<!ch school quarter, Ly or under the supervision of a 

licensed practitlon~r in the nannpr pro~ided under spction 

2~9D.2, or oth~r perr-on under aection 299B.3, which r~sults i~ 

the student m~kin9 adcquat(' progres~. 

Por purpose!:; of tili!'; chaptel' and chaptcr 299. "private 

instruction" means i~struction using a plan and a ~ourse of 

study in a setting other than a public or organized accredited 
nonpub1ic school. 

Sec. 21. NE~ .~EC!.ION. 299R.2 COHPF.TtNT PRIVATE 

INSTRUCTION BY 1~ICENSf:{) PRACTil'IONF.R. 

If d licen!)ed practitioner provide$ competent in~truction 

to a child of compulsory attendancp age. the practitioner 

shall p0!'>sess <1 valid li.ccns~ or certiflc.ltl~ which ))as been 

issued by the state board of educat ional ~xaminers under 

chapter no and .... hich is appropriate to the dges and grade 

levels of the chi tdrer\ to be taught. Co:npt!tent private 

instruction may include, but is not limited to. instruction 0: 

instructional supervision oEfered throuqh an accreditpd 

nonpublic school or public school district by a teacher. who 

i.s employed by the accredited nonpublic school or public 

school district. who assists ~nd supervises a parent, 

quardian, or legal custodian in providinq in5truction to a 

child. If conpetcnt pri· .. atE! i.nstruction is provided through <­

public school dis.trict. the child shall bc enrolled and 

• 
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includ~d in the ba~i'7 ~nrollment of the school dist,rict 

Sections 2Q9H.J thcQ\lqh 29'Jil.°, d0 not apply '.:0 competen~ 

privdtc instclJction provitled by 6 licens~d practit,ioncr und~r 

thi.s s.ect. ion. 

Sp.c. 22. ~~. St:~TrO~. ?99ILl PRlVA'rF: iNS1'RUcrrGN en 

.~0.'~LICf:NSf;f) PLRSQ}l. 

A parent, guardian. or l~qal custodian of a child of 

compul~ory atl~ndance aqe providing comp~tent privat~ 

'nstC"uction to tht.· ch.ild shall mp.pt all of the follo .... ing 

~equirel't'p.nts: 

1. Complete and send, in a limply manner, the report 

required un<!cr section 299.4 to the "chool distIi.ct C)f 

:p.sidence of th~ child. 

2. Ensure that the child under the parent's, quardian's, 

or legal costodL«n's ir.strlJction is (>v;,}uated annually to 

determine .... hether the chi Id u;. It'aking adequate progress, as 

defined in section 299B.6. 

3. Ensure that thp results at the cnjld's annual 

evaluat ion ilre reported to the school distr iet of residence of 

the chi 1d and to tlle de-p,Htrr.e'nt of educat ion by a date not 

later th;,n June 30 ot each yei)( in which the child is under 

9rivate instruction. 

Sec. 23. ~E~_St:.<;'rI9~. 299B.4 AlltmAL ACHIEVEMF.NT 'rESTS-­

REOUIRe:."IP.t~TS AND PROCr.oURf:. 

1. Each chi Id of co:npulsory attendance a.~e who i.s 

recelvin~ competent private instruction shall either be 

evaluated anmlally by May 1, using a nationally recoqnhecl 

standardized achievement te~t or other assessment tool 

developed or recognized by the department of education ~hos~n 

by the child's parent. quardian, or legal costodian from a 

list of approved tests or ASseSSTttent tools pro'lided by the 

department of education or be evaluated a.nnu~'lly in the manner 

pro'lided in suhsection 1. 1'he department shall provide 

information on the cost. of and the admini~tration time 

rcq\lirl'd for each of the appro'lt.'d tests. 1'h~ depart:m~nt shall 

Hou~i' fill? ~:.S, ~. 

pr(;viJ(:. <l.f. p~Ht of apprr)v.li ~roccdures (0\· tests :0 be _;~d 

t;n(/",r ~~.is sc('~i()n, ., (IIf.'chdrliSI1l w/ll(:h pe:'"::Ilts tht:> int(oc.C"tie,r 

~ln'~ '\I)C:·::;.val of ne ... or ;'lltcrn,"\t.I;' mt·thod$ of ><-1uc<.I:i.on;\l 

as!>l'!'.S:T.(':-.t \o'hic:h :neE"t the requir(":r(>nl5 of ttli!. chc),9ter. 

7. A child, I.'ho is seven years of ilqe and .is :'"ccc.lvi.':J 

compete~t l>rlVdte instruction or who is plac~d unc.er conr,~lf~Tlt 

privdte instruction for the fitst tim~, Ghall be adminis:er~d 

,\ tpl;t :'J~ purposes of Obe,lining e~luc.lt.ion .. )l b<'.lr.e2in(> ci ... :.:!. 

1. .n~ d~rector of the d~partm@nt of education. or t~~ 

direc:tc:~·!,. dl~siqrH~e. which may includp. a $I';'hool district ::or an 

arca eC·;Cdtion dgcncy. shall ,:<')l1duct the ~'hlll.fatians reql'~r('d 

llnder s~b!>eo:.:t ions 1 and 2 for children tinder competent p:ivate 

instruc~ion. Evaluation shall occur at a tin'? and a place to 

he cet~'m.i!led by th~ person rf!sponsibll: for c'Jnduct:ing t~C' 

evatllat:'on. Persons condll<:ti.n,) the evaluations shall mi!~e 

~very reasonable effort to conduct the evaluations at tines 

and places .... hich are <:or'IV(>f"lient for the parent, g'uardian. or 

IC9a1 custodian. 

4. The parent.. quardiat'l. or legal custodian of a chi~d 

[€ct!'l'lil"q corr.petcnt pr i ... .at(! instruction rn..'y b'? pc-e:;ent IJhen 

the child i~ evaluated, but only if both the parent. guardian. 

or leqa: custorH;u\ ai\d the child are under the slJper'lision of 

the tpst administrator, 

S. ';he conducting of eval\lations shall include. but i.s not 

limited to. purchasing of evaluation materLals. ~ivinq tne 

evaluations. scoring and interpreting the evaluations, and 

reporting the evaluation results. 

6. f.xcept ~hen a child has be~n enrolled in a public 

school district under 5ection 299a.8, the parent. guardian. or 

leqal custodian of the child being evaluated shall reimourse 

the entity conductinq the evaluation for no ~ore than the 

actual cost of evaluation I·pquired by this chapter. HOI.l~ver. 

th~ p.:lre-M, 9uardian, or legal custodian is not required to 

r~inburse the evaluatinq entity for costs incurred as a ~esult 

of evaluation under section 299B.9. 

:I: 
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1. In liP" of annual achi~vc~~"t tesl~. a parent, 

oglJ,Hdian, or l~qal eustodi,ln ot tl child m,lY submit, as 

p'JicenC":t' of fld.:,qu.::.te ae.1d~mic progr(>5S, all of th(: ()llo'oo'ing: 

a. A book of l(>sson plans. a diary, or othcr written 

(locord indicating the subjects tauqht ~lnd activities in whidl 

th(> child has been enogdqed. 

b. A portfolio of th~ child's ...... .Hk, includinq but not 

limited to, an outline of the cUfricululII used by the child. 

copies of hO:'lc\o.·o!"k completed in conjunction ..,ith t.he 

~urriculum and i~struction, and co~ips of tests completed by 

the child ""hien have been produced by the- parent, 9\lardi.In, .)( 

legal cu!;todian. 

c. Co~pleted asseS!;IIIPnt tests, other th~n the annual 

achieve~ent t.est, if ~sse5sment tl!!;t~ are administered to a 

p"pil as part of the co:npetent private instrIJction by the 

parent, guardicln, or leg.11 custodian. 

If a parent, qual'dian, or legal custodian submits evidence 

under this section, the inform~tion !;hall be reviewed by a 

qualified, lic~nspd, Iowa practitioncr selected as the 

evaluatol' by tr.e parent. gIJ,Hdian, or leq,11 custodian and 

approved by ~h(! supp.rintend~nt of the local school district or 

tile superintendent '5 desiqnee. The eVdluator sh,"!ll prepare a 

report based on a review of the child's work submitted. Iolhich 

shall incLldp. an assessment of the child's achievement. or 

acadpmic progress levels, and submit. a copy of the- report to 

the child's parent, guardian, or legal custodian, the school 

district of r(!'sidence of th(!' child, and the drpartmcnt of 

education. If the evi.dence demonstrates, in the evaluator's 

opinion, that the child is aChip.vinq adequate progress, the 

report r.hall create a presumption that the child is making 

adequat.e progress. 

Sec. 24. ~£W ... ~E;.C;!lON. 2998.S REPORTING or TEST RP.SULTS. 

The results of tests adninistered to children of compulsory 

attendance age who are under con~ptent pCivate instruction 

shall be reported by the te~t ~dministrator to t.he child's 

Ilnu~~ ril~ 4SS. p. 16 

!).(Ir~ct, gu,1rdic"!n, or 1eg<l) clI!;tcdi-'lf), the !;c"'ool oi~trict. of 

re:;idencc of the child, dr~(.l t.ht' de-p<lr:.meot of ed>lca: iOIl. 

PCfsondlly id~ntiflable infnrmation relatinq t.o or contained 

in the tC!;t $core& I~ c0rf~dpntial and shall not be r~lcased 

without the prior cons(:nt of the cl'tlld'r. par(:nt. gu,udian, or 

elJst:o<iian ex~ept as oth(>r\o.·I~p perr-litted by la\o'. 

S(>C. 2 f
,. !:l~;~2f_CT.~.9.~. 29911.6 Y,o.rr.UEU: T() MAKE: ;"OF.QUAn: 

PJ(OGIH:SS. 

If the r(,sults of test:;, adl"linistel'ed to a child of 

compulsory ,\ttp.nddnc~ ')(:1(' who is under comp~t(!nt priv.ll.e 

instruction. indicat~ that thp student has tailed to nake 

ade(!uate prc9rt~ss, the pan:nt, guardian, or legal cost.odian 

shall e,lllSe the child to attend eln accredited publl/: or 

nonpublic school at the beginning of the next school year 

unle!;s, before the bcginnin9 of thp next schnol y~ac, the 

child rptake!; th~ same t~st and the results indicate that 

ade1uate progress hcl!; been r'lde. I.he child has demonstrated 

adeqIJ,1te pel'formance in tl'te opinion of an evalu~to[ and 

documented in a rep ... ?cl und~r s(~ction 2996.4. substc'ction 7, or 

the director of the department of education, 01 the director's 

designee, grants approval for competent private instcuction to 

continue unde-f a plan for r('mediation. 

A child who is requirt1'd to <lttend ,In accredited public or 

nonpublic school under thi~> 8ectioll she"!ll continue att.end<1nce 

at an accredited public Ot nonpublic school until the child 

aclliever. adequate progress. 

For purposes of this chapter, "adequate progress" me-ans. 

for childrcn in all grade levels of competent private 

instruction, test scores which are above the thirtieth 

percentile, nationally normed, in ellch of the ar~as of 

reading, I<hlthel't"atics, and language arts, and which indicate 

either that the child has made. six months' progress from the 

previous test results or t.nelt the child is at or above grade 

lev~l for the cMild's age. for childrrn in qrade le'Jels 51X 

elnd above, "adequat.e progress" also means that the child has 

• 
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aChic~cd test scarps in both 5cj~ncc and soclal ~tudie~ ~hich 

are above the t,hirti~th pe:c~~:~le, nationally nurmed, and 

~h~ch either irldicate that tho>; child haG rn~de ~i~ m0nths' 

IHogr~sS (rorn th~ l>reviou~ t~::;: r<,suIts ')r th<lt the child is 

at or ./I;bQve '9cdtie lp~'eJ for t:rc child's age. 

Sec. 26. ~_!;'~SF:.f.1'.!..C!~. 2993.7 NO'rrCl:: TO PAREIl"TS --

RF.l1f.OlATION. 

If a chil.ri i"> placed under compel,ent private in$trl.lctior. 

ana the ct'lild t.lil!> to mdki! aceqodt:e proqrc.<>s uodr.r CQmpF.:'tpn~ 

pri.vate instruction. thp direc,or C){ the departl'l~nt of 

educat'ion. or the dirl'!'ctor's cesiqnee, shall notify the 

parent • .quardl~'n. or custodiaI' ')f the child U:at the child is 

requitp.d to ,\t,tp.nd an accrf'!di:ed public or llonpublic school. 

unless approval tor cOMpetent priv,lte instruction und('r a 

rct":(>diat30n plan is 9ranted. 7he director. or the dirp.ctor's 

dp.si.qope, ~ay provisionally ap9rove cQntinu~d competent 

private instruction under an t.9pro'Jed r~l'Iediation plan 

desiqned to improve instruction tor up to one year. 

Sec. (7. NE':l2~.'U.ml. 29~3.8 DUAL. f:NROI,(.r·U:~'r. 

If a parent. guardian, or ~eqal custodian ot a child ~hc is 

rccpiving competent private i;"':structlon under this chapter 

submits.a requp.st, tt"le child. s',aH dlso be registered in a 

pubUc: school fot dual enrQll:-.cnt purposes. 1f the child 1S 

pnrol1ed in a public 5cht'ol c!:'Hrict for dual e-nrollment 

purposes, the child shall be p~rmitted to participate in any 

academic activities in the ~istrict and shall also be 

permitted to participat.e on the sam.e basis as public school 

chtldren in any extracurricular act h'lt ies available to 

cnildren in the ~hild's grade or qroup. and the parent. 

guardian, or hqal custodian shall not be reql,llred to pay the 

CO:3ts of any annual testinq under this chapter. If the child 

is enrolled for dual enrollme:o.t purposes, the child shall be 

included in the publ1c schoo)· s basic enrollment und(!r 

se-ctions 442.4 and 2S'J.6 and stall bt: counted as one pupil. 
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$ec. 28. ~!.:_\-.' _~;;:C.TI_0..~. 2,)9IL') CHlI.ORf. ... Rf.O·JIRI!\G ~?t:CII\:. 

EOIJCA"i'iml. 

f\ ci'lilo1 of cornplll!;(l1Y ~'ttL'ndMt.;e iH}L' "~'3 is i.,j(>.,t~ti.(>d <l~; 

(t'q()irtnq spec!.ll P.t.illc..'tt!('\n llndt'r chapter 281 ~s e)iqit.l~ (rJf 

pl~t:em~!"lt u!"ldel' c()rnp~t~l\t privatp. instl'uctiQfI ~ith priQ[ 

approval o{ the plar;'en~nt by thr.- director of sppcial ed1icatio~ 

of t.he ac~a education aq~ncy of t~p child's district of 

r~si,lt?n..:~. 

A dl.i Id ·A·nO has b~cl\ f,laCl'd under C{)rtlPt':P.f1t pr iVc1t~ 

io~trllcti{,Jn. whose perforrnanc~ indic,\tes L";at tht' child ~i).y 

require special educat,ion. shall be ref('rrt'd for ~valuation 

under ct'lapter 281 and the rules of thp. state board ot 

education. f.vdlua:tioo shall occur at .a t.i-e ,\nd a placp t,o be 

dcternined by the lJ~r~on resp·,n!':lble for conduct.in9 the 

evaluation. Persons conducti.ng th~ cvalllll:kn!l ~hclll rt'a~e 

e\'cry r~a~on,lblp effort to conduct tht.· eVdlu~t ions at. tU!'l<;?S 

and plac~s which are convenient for the parent. quaidjan. or 

leqcll custodian. 

Sec. 29. ~~i:~_~_<;.!).~~. 29?B.10 RULE!'Jl.KJNG. 

"Thp. department of p.du<.-at. ion shall de'lf:lop and recoll'J1\end and 

the stat(' boaed shall adopt rul~~ to lmplernent thl~ ~hapter. 

Sec. 30. AsseSSMENt' FOR CERTA1N cHrr...D1U:'N. "The departrie~t 

of education shall develop and reco~~~nd and the s~ate board 

of education shedl ao1opt by .July 1, 199), rul~s !Jhich pro'lid~ 

an altcrnati'le a5!'>~5sfllent m'l!ct'lanism (or children who Cl\.p.ct age 

./Ind educational development criter ia tjenp.rally acc~ptp.d (or 

placinq a child in third or ./I lesser 9rade. Rules adopted 

sha;U require that th~ as.s~ssnel\t mechanisr'> utilize 

observation. anecdota 1 descr ipt ion of a child' s achie'/ement, 

samphs of the chHd's work, and other sanptes of data 

relatio.q to the child's academic pp.rfor~ance, and shdll 

ino;luljp requlre-nents rel.atinq to collectiotl and ev.l1uation (If 

thu Ir:forll\ation. In developinq the alternative assessment 

mcct'lanisnl. the departr.'lent sh"ll revle~ and con~idcr aV,lilable 

hO[l1e schooling data <,nd shall consult loIith dny available 
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comr.,ittees, councils, or task forces, and home schooling 

practitioners or research organizations which are working on 

or have experience in the assessment of children who have been 

placed under home instruction. The department shall also 

develop any recommendations for legislation deemed necessary 

to implement the alternative assess~ent mechanism. 

Sec. 31. Sections 299.13 and 299.14, Code 1991, are 

repealed. 
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