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Scct.:..or. 1. C;i'W SECTION. 13nS.l DEFINITIONS. ------_.--.. 

2 As ~sed in tnis chapter, ullless tne co~tex: otllerwise 

3 requlres: 
, .. "Board" means tne massage therapy advisory board 

~ e3tab~ished ~n sectio~ 136£.2. 

Ii 

7 

). . 
.1 • 

UDepartmer.t. II IT,eans -:he department of p11bl ic heal. tr.. 

"Massage therdpist" mea~s a person liceI1Hed to practlce 

H t~e health care service of massage therapy un(iP[ ~hlS chapte:. 

9 "Ylassage ~:LerdPY" :near:s perfo~ilar.ce fo~ cOii:pensat ~on of 

:0 nas~(~q~, rlyothe:dP1, ~as50therdPY, bodywork, nodywor~ tnprapy, 

11 or l.t1erapeut:c ~assage includl~g hydrotherapy, not cind cold 

12 appliratlolls, vibration dlld topical appllcd~lO~SI or ot~e: 

1'3 tfIe!".:lPY \vr.i.ch lilvolvE.'s n:ariipulat;'on of the :TIl~sc:::'e and 

1-i c0nnectivf;; t:ssue ~f thE:~ body, excluding osseous tissue, to 

]') treat thf> muscle tonus syster; f01 the purpose of enha:~clng 

1fi hea:th, muscle re:axat~on, l~creasing range of ~otlO~, 

17 rp(i.lc:~g stress, relleving pain, or imprOVl~g c~!c~:ati~n. 

i8 "Mas~dqe tnerapy" Joes ~ol inc1\1r!~ diagnoslS or' ::;?~'v':ce .... :hi.c(~ 

19 reqili~e~ a llCP';'lSE" to pract.ice med':'ci~e or su!'"ge~y, 

20 osteopatilic cledic~ne ~rld surgery, o5teop~thy, ch:rop~ac:ic, or 

7. podJdtcy. and does not irlCl,jde serVice perforn.ed by athletic 

27 t!'dJj)C~~, techn~c':'dr;s, nurse:;, occupdtiol1al tt:Pfapi.sts, or 

2 { physicdl the:-apl.,t!-:) W:10 act'. l~nder a professIonal l!.cense, 

24 cer~l(icate, or regist.ratlo~ or under the prescrlption or 

25 !';(lpervi~lon of. a perso:l llcenBPd to p!'act:~ce n~t?d:c.lne or 

26 s~rgpry or osteopatnlc ~ediclne and surgery. 

27 Sec. 2. NEW SL:CTTON. 136E.2 MASSAGE THERAPY ADVISORY 

28 BOARD CREATCD -- ~UT~~S. 

29 fhe director of the department sna11 appa,n: me~bers o~ tne 

JQ hoard. lncluding four ~assage theraplsts and tnree pf>[sons who 

3:. dff:' not. Ir.dssac;e th?::-apl.sts and who shall repre3er.t t~le gene!'"d: 

32 p:1 b: ! C. Th~ board 5~all adv~se the depa~~~en: re~ard:ng 

1 ~ l~Ce~SJ~C a~rt co~tl~~:ng ed~cat~on ~eq~i~e~ent~, s~aildards 0f 

j~ prac~_cp and prQfeSSAO!lal e:hlcs, disciplLnary ac~!ons, and 

-.-
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, , Sec. 3_ NEW SECTION. 136C.3 RCQUIREMCN';'S FOR LICENSt;RE. 

2 1. The department shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 

1 17A establlshing a procedllre for licensing of massage 

4 thecaplsts_ License requirements shall include the following: 

S a. Completion of a currlculum of massage education at an 

6 accredited school approved by the department which requires 

7 for admission a diploma from an accredited high school or the 

8 equivalent and requires completion of at least five hundred 

9 hours of academlC 1nstructioll_ However. educat10nal 

10 requirements under this paragraph are subject to reductIon by 

11 the department it. aEter public notice and hearing. the 

12 department determines that the welfare of the public may be 

13 adequately protected with fewer hours oE education_ 

14 b. Passage of an examlnation given by the department. 

15 c_ Payment of a reasonable fee required by the department 

16 which shall compensate and be retained by the department for f_ 17 the costs of administering this chapter. 

18 2. In addition to provisions for licensure. the rules 

19 shall lnclude the following: 

20 a. Requirements regarding 

71 hours of continuing education 

completion of at least twelve 

annually regarding subjects 

22 concerning massage and related techniques or the heaJ.th and 

2] safety of the public. subject to reduction by the department 

24 1f. after public notice and hearing. the department determines 

7S that the welfare of the public may be adequately protected 

76 wltll fewer hOLirs. 

27 b. Heq~ireme~ts for issuance of a reciprocai llcense to 

28 llcensees of states with license req~irements equal to or 

79 exceedlng tho~e of this chapter. The rules snail prov~de for 

30 lSSlld;lce of a tCI&?orary reciprocal license for licensees of 

3! sraLes with lower req~lrements. 

1 ~ .1 3. '~ne depart~en~ shall present ali proposed r~les, 

.~.~ chazlqE3 to {~les, alld proposed actIon for dlsclpl:nary ~eaS0I~S 

boar':: for rec:)l:",r'1e~~datlO;: pr lor ~o lmpi.e:"'p:1Lat ior.. 

:ne:apist licensed p~:suant to th~s chapter 

-2-



s. c. H.f. 

1 S~ld~l be issued a llcen~e numoer and a license certificate. 

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 136E.4 2MPLOYMEN7 OF PERSON NOT 

] LICENSLU -- CIVIL. PENALTY APPLICABLE. 

4 A person as deE ined In section 4.1, \0.'(10 eniplQys to provide 

~ serVices to other per SOIlS a person who is not licensed 

6 PllfSllc.tJ1t to this chapter, shall not :.lse the l.nlt.ia:'s "L.H.T." 

i or the ,,,ords ·'licer.sed massage therapist", "r1dSsage 

8 If'.c:'apist'\, ":nasse'Jr", O!" "rr.dsseuse u
, or a:-;y other words or 

.. !.itles which unply Ot represent that the pe,son employed 

~O practLce~ massage therapy. A person who viulates this sect!Q:~ 

1 1 l~ sub1ect to t~posltion, at ~he discretion of ~~e board, of 3 

12 CiVIl penalty not to exceed one ~housand dollars. 

11 violatio:1 of thIS section is a separate o:(e:~_-;e. 

[act 

Each cial' ..l 

L4 vi()lation of thls section OCCJrs after cltat!On by the board 

is 15 a sepdrdte offe:lse. Tne departme~t ffidY :nspecL any 

16 tacillty wh1ch acVertlSes or offers serVIces purpor:lng to be 

17 dellvered by n:assage tneraplsts. 

III Sec. 5. NSh S::;CTION. Li6<:.5 USE OF '1': fl;~ O? SIHEAR 

lY TITLe -- CIVIL PCNAL~Y APPL=CA3~E. 

20 A person who IS not l:censed pursuant to tn~s cI,apter sna:i 

21 nol usc the tnitlals "L.M.T.I' or the words "llcens~rl massage 

2) tt1(·ldP1St. II
, "mas'sdge r.he~aplS~", '·masseur", 0:.- "masseu::;t:''', or 

2.1 d"Y olner words or litles whlCh Imp:y or represent that the 

24 person practices ~assage tr.e:-apy. A person t,.:~iO VIolate.:; tr.:s 

25 s~ct:o~ 1S subjec~ to In'p05J:lun, at the disc,eCion of the 

26 board, of a CiVil penalty not to exceed five hundred dollars. 

27 ~ach v,olation of thiS section 15 a separate offense. Eacr. 

28 day a violation of thiS section occurs af~e[ cItation by the 

29 hoard 1S a separate oEfense. 

JO Sec. 6. NEW S::;CTION. 136E.6 E~FORCEME~!. 

11 No Clty, township, or cou~ty governmell:a~ body, agency, 0; 

J2 depart.i!lent 5hal~ eilac~ or enf·')rce restrlc~~ons 0:: reqJi.re:np.:;ts 

31 regarding ~assagp Lne:ap:sts wn:cn are ~ot eq~ally e~ac~ed elf 

.~~ c~:::-orcec rega:.-dl.nq d.!.i 1 ~.ce::sed ~ea:'th ca.:-e p!:"ac:!..t:a.o;'.ers, 

.~) :~Cii;(LTlg OLt r:o: 1::"'Lted to L(n~i.ng, b, .. i.ldinq co(:e .. nCdlt'l, 
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S.f. H.c. 

1 and sanitation regulations. 

2 Sec. 7. Section 147.74, Code Supplement 1991, is amended 

3 by adding the folcowing new subsection: 

4 NEW SUBSECTION. 16A. A massage therapist licensed under 

5 chapter l36E may use the words "lIcensed massage therapist" or 

6 the inltlals "L.M.T." after the person's name. 

7 Sec. 8. TRANSITION PROVISIONS. 

8 1. A person practicing massage therapy on the effective 

9 date oE thiS bill 1S eligible to receive a temporary llcense 

11 

12 

13 

14 

10 at the discretion of the department which is valid for up to 

two years. The department shall adopt rules determining 

criterIa for receipt of a temporary license which shall 

,ncl.,de successful passage of a written or practical 

examlnatlon given by the department. 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

71 

27 

2. Notwithstanding section l36E.2, of the initial 

appointees to the board, two members licensed to practIce 

massage therapy and one representative of the public shall be 

appointed for one-year terms, one member licensed to practIce 

massage therapy and Olle representative of the public shall be 

appOinted for two-year terms, and one member ilcensed to 

practice massage therapy and one representative of the publIC 

shall be appointed for three-year terms. The Initial 

2.1 appoi ntees' successors shall be appoi:1tec. tOr terms of three 

74 years each, except that a person chosen to fill a vacancy 
. " sr.al..L be appointed only for the unexpired term of the board 

26 member replaced. 

2) Notwithstanding section 136C.3, initial appol~lees who are 

28 rcqui red to be massage therapIsts sr.all have cOl\1p~eted a 

L9 curriculum of massage education at a school ~h:ch complIes 

10 w:tll che curriculum req~irements of this cnapter hlit sha:: :1c;t 

~: receive: a :License ur:t::'l s:Jccessf.Jl passa<;;e of Lhe requ.;.~eci 

:~po~es fees and C1V~~ penalt:es. 

-,.-



~.r. 

1 'ifle bill (=reaLes d ne0 Code c~apter providl~g de~ir~ltlO~S, 

2 specifIc requireme:~ts fo~ licensure dnd c~rr~c~lu~ app~ova:, 

4 crea:es a massage therapy adv~sory ooard ~~:ch snd~l advise 

5 the depdrtm~~t uf p_lbllc health regardi!19 i:ce!lS~re-related 

The department 15 ~eq~1[ed to adopt ruips 

-i cst.l~: ~shlng a procedure for lIcensure includlI:g cerra~i~ 

B reejUi [P:np"ts spec: fLed lr1 the bill. 

9 ~'~e bill impos~s a civil pe;~alty of ~p to $1,000 ~or eac~ 

10 v!o;3l10n O~ a person who e~p:oys to serve ot~er perscns a 

~~ perSQll who 15 not licensed under the chapter as a :icensed 

12 j:~ssage therapIst, i11dssage tnerdp!st, masseur, Or ndsse~se, Or 

13 otlle(~isp L~plies that the ~e:so~ employed prac·.iccs ~assage 

T~e 0,1: also imposes a clv,l pe~al:j uf ~p to SSOJ 

l~ ~O~ each v~olatior. O~ a perso~ not lice~sed a~ a ~dssdge 

16 thp~dPlst who uses t~e i~itia~s "L.M.T." or tne WU~d5 

J 7 It .l.lCPflSed mdssage therapis:", "massage i:.lierdp". S'..II, IIlT.as3Pu.:-tO, 

18 or "~asseusel', or a~y other wards or tLtles WhlC~ :nply or 

19 rt:!pre<'~ent that the perso~ p:'actices ~assaqe tnerapy. =ach day 
20 a vlulatloll OCCJrs aEter cltat!on by the board is a separate 
1.1 otf",nse. The boll pronibits a city. township. or cO'Jnty 

22 guv~~nmeiltal body, agency, Or departme!1t fro~ enaCLl~g cr 

JJ erlforCl!lq reStrictions or requirep!e~t3 rega~d:ng ma3sage 

)4 thprapl~ts which are 0Vt equally enact~d O~ enforced ;ega~di~~ 

2S al: licen~ed heal:h care practitioners. IncludIng. but not 

26 limitea to zoning. buiid,Cg code. health. a~d sa~;tat1on 
2'/ reglllaclons. 

28 The bIll contains uncOdlEied transition prov;sions allowing 

29 (or ISSl1ance of a temporary lice~se valid for \lP to two years 

10 to pr"3ctlce !~assage the~dPY and provides ce=tdi~ exen;ptio~s 
31 trom ocard member requirexe~ts for tne Doard's inlt:al 
32 appolr.::ecs . 

. , 
J • 
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HOUSE FILE 2441 

H-5304 
, d ~ Pile 244: as follows: "- A!'nen .. ouse. .. the word 
2 1 Page 3 ilne 7, by SC,l~:ng _ .... , F-' r"'Ig' 
3 "therapist" I" and inser:ing the _O;. .... OW1 .•. 

h ·.n or" 4 "t .eraplSL.· . . -
5 2. Page 3, line 8, by strlklng the woras 
6 I1It:nasseur", or "roasseuse",II. " 
7 3. Page 3, by stri~ing line 22 a~~e~~~~~:;,ngo~~~ 
8 following: "therapist" or "massage . . ~' 

By OSTERBERG of Llnn 

g-5304 FILED ~qCH 16, 1992 
-fUld. "'.b3 (p 'N7) 

HOUSE FILE 2441 
3-5369 

1 A.'TIe:1d House Fl:e 2441 as :0::01-/5: 
2 ?.;ce :, i:.:;e 
3 "~~I~por~e;apv It -~e .. yv. .. __ ...... ' \...l 

2. ?iige 2, li::e 
5 "at" the fol:~wing: 

3. Pace 2, line 
'·O~" ~n· e ~Ol10··'~~~· _ _ 1 _ ~ _ 'tV ...... '::;' • 

4 

~l, by l~ser:l~g aEte: the word 
fol!owlng: "superficia:" . 
5, by insE:t~~g after :he ~ord 

"a state ~icensed or". 
9, by ~nsert1ng after tne word 

"supervised" . 
6 
7 
8 
9 

4. Page 2, li~e 14, by inserting after :he word 
"given" t~e fc:lowing: "or approved". 

10 5. Page 4, by striking lines 12 through 14 and 
11 inser:lng the ~cllowing: "criteria for receipt of a 
12 temporary 11cense." 

H-5369 FILED MARCH 18, 1992 
d..&;duf "'/.2.3 (f 7<17) 

HOUSE FILE 2441 
H-5386 

By HANSON of Delal'larE' 

1 Amend House File 2441 as follows: 
2 1. Page 4, line 8, by insert:ng after the figure 
3 I'!~'I the followinc: "a~'1 

4 2 Page 4 ~y-'nse"~'nc a'·e- 'ine '4 the ~.. , oJ ~~ ....... ~ ... 1.. L .- •• ~ 

5 following: 
6 "b. A person who can demonst,ate that the person 
i has practiced massage tr.era~y for ten years or more 
8 prior to the effective date of this Act is eligible to 
9 receive a temporary l~cer.se a~ the discretIon of the 

~O department whlch is va11d for six years. The 
11 department shall adopt rules determIning criterIa for 
12 receipt of a temporary license whicn shall include 
13 successful passage of a praccical examinacion given by 
~4 the department, and shall nOt include passage of a 
lS written examination." 

8-5386 FILED MARCH 19, 1992 
a4j2.f;, __ ~l3/;i3 (p 'N7) 

By OSTERBERG of Linn 

.• ~" "1'" I,JIJ.o<' 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. NEvI SECTION. 136E.1 DEFINITIONS. 

2 As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 

3 requires: 

4 1. "Soard" 

5 established in 

means the massage 

section 136E.2. 

therapy advisory board 

6 2. "Department" means the department of public health. 

7 3. "Massage 

8 the health care 

therapist" 

service of 

means a 

massage 

person licensed to practice 

therapy under this chapter. 

9 4. "Massage therapy" means performance for compensation of 

10 massage, myotherapy, massotherapy, bodywork, bodywork therapy, 

11 or therapeutic massage including hydrotherapy, superficial hot 

12 and cold applIcations, vibration and topical applications, or 

13 other therapy which involves manIpulation of the muscle and 

14 connective tissue of the body, excluding osseous tissue, to 

15 treat the muscle tonus system for the purpose of enhancing 

16 health, muscle relaxation, increasing range of motion, 

17 reducing stress, relIeving pain, or improving circulation. 

18 "Massage therapy· does not include diagnosis or service which 

19 reqUIres a license to practice medicine or surgery, 

20 osteopathic medicine and surgery, osteopathy, chiropractic, or 

21 podiatry, and does not include service performed by athletic 

22 tr~iners, technicians, nurses, occupatIonal therapists, or 

23 physIcal therapists who act under a professional license, 

24 certificate, or registration or under the prescription or 

25 supervision of a person lIcensed to practice medicine or 

26 surgery or osteopathic medicine and surgery. 

27 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 136E.2 MASSAGE THERAPY ADVISORY 

28 BOARD CREATED -- DUTIES. 

29 Th~ director of the department shall appOInt members of the 

30 board, including four massage therapists and three persons who 

31 are not massage therapists and who shall represent the general 

32 public. The board shall advise the department regardIng 

33 licensure and contInuing education requirements, standards of 

34 practIce and prOfessional ethics, disciplinary actions, and 

35 other issues of concern to the board. 

-1-



S.F. H.F. 

1 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 136E.3 REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE. 

2 1. The department shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 

3 17A establishing a procedure for licensing of massage 

4 therapists. License requirements shall include the following: 

5 a. Completion of a currlculum of massage education at a 

6 state licensed or an accredlted school approved by the 

7 department which requires for admission a diploma from an 

8 accredited high school or the equivalent and requires 

9 completion of at least five hundred hours of supervlsed 

10 academic instruction. However, educational requirements under 

11 this paragraph are subject to reduction by the department if, 

12 after public notice and hearing, the department deter~ines 

13 that the welfare of the public may be adequately protected 

14 with fewer hours of education. 

15 b. Passage of an examlnation given or approved by the 

16 department. 

17 c. Payment of a reasonable fee required by the department 

18 which shall compensate and be retained by the department for 

19 the costs of administering this chapter. 

20 2. In addition to provisions for licensure, the rules 

21 shall include the following: 

22 a. Requirements regarding completion of at least twelve 

23 hours of continuing education annually regarding subjects 

24 concerning massage and related techniques or the health and 

25 safety of the public, subject to reduction by the department 

26 if, after public notice and hearing, the department determines 

27 that the welfare of the public may be adequately protected 

28 with fewer hours. 

29 b. Requirements 

30 licensees of states 

for issuance of a reciprocal license to 

with license 

31 exceeding those of this chapter. 

requirements equal to or 

The rules shall provide for 

32 issuance of a temporary reciprocal license for licensees of 

33 states with lower requirements. 

34 3. The department shall present all proposed rules, 

35 changes to rules, and proposed action for disciplinary reasons 

-2-



S. F. H.f. 

1 to the board for recommendation prior to implementation. 

2 4. A massage therapist llcensed pursuant to this chapter 

3 shall be lssued a license number and a license certificate. 

4 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 136E.4 EMPLOYMENT Of PERSON NOT 

5 LICENSED -- CIVIL ?ENALTY APPLICABLE. 

6 A person as defined in section 4.1, who employs to provide 

7 services to other persons a person who is not licensed 

8 pursuant to this chapter, shall not use the initials "L.M.T." 

9 or the words "licensed massage therapist", "massage 

10 therapist", "masseur", or "masseuse", or any other words or 

11 titles which imply or represent that the person employed 

12 practices massage therapy. A person who violates this section 

13 is subJect to impositlon, at the discretion of the board, of a 

14 civil penalty not to exceed one thousand dollars. Each 

15 vlolation of this section is a separate offense. Each day a 

16 violation of this section occurs after cltation by the board 

17 is a separate offense. The department may inspect any 

18 facllity which advertises or offers services purporting to be 

19 delivered by massage therapists. 

20 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 136B.5 USE OF TITLE OR SIMILAR 

21 TITLE -- CIVIL PENALTY APPLICABLE. 

22 A person who is not licensed pursuant to this chapter shall 

23 not use the initials "L.M.T." or the words "licensed massage 

24 therapist", "massage therapist", "masseur", or "masseuse", or 

25 any other words or titles which imply or represent that the 

26 person practlces massage therapy. A person who violates this 

27 section is subject to imposition, at the discretion of the 

28 board, of a civil penalty not to exceed five hundred dollars. 

29 Each violation of this section is a separate offense. Each 

30 day a violation of this section occurs after citation by the 

31 board is a separate offense. 

32 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 136E.6 ENFORCEMENT. 

33 No city, township, or county governmental body, agency, or 

34 deparlrr.eat shall enact or enforce restrictions or requirements 

35 regarding massage therapists WhlCh are not equally enacted or 

-3-
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S.F. H.F .. 

1 enforced regarding all licensed health care practitioners, 

2 including but not limited to zoning, building code, health, 

3 and sanitation regulations. 

4 Sec. 7. Section 147.74, Code Supplement 1991, is amended 

5 by 

6 

adding the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSeCTION. 16A. A massage therapist licensed under 

7 chapter 136E may use the words "licensed massage therapist" or 

8 the initials "L.M.T." after the person's name. 

9 Sec. 8. TRANSITION PROVISIONS. 

lOLa. 

11 effective 

A person practicing massage therapy on the 

date of this bill is eligible to receive a temporary 

12 license at the discretion of the department which lS valid for 

13 up to two years. The department shall adopt rules determining 

14 criteria for receipt of a temporary license. 

15 b. A person who can demonstrate that the person has 

16 practiced massage therapy for ten years or more prior to the 

17 effective date of this Act is eligible to recelve a temporary 

18 license at the discretion of the department which is valid for 

19 SlX years. The department shall adopt rules determining 

20 criteria for receipt of a temporary license which shall 

21 include successful passage of a practical examinatlon given by 

22 the department, and shall not lnclude passage of a written 

23 examination. 

24 2. Notwithstanding section 136E.2, of the initial 

25 appointees to the board, two members licensed to practice 

26 massage therapy and one representative of the public shall be 

27 appointed for one-year terms, one member licensed to practice 

28 massage therapy and one representative of the public shall be 

29 appointed for two-year terms, and one member licensed to 

30 practice massage therapy and one representative of the public 

31 shall be appointed for three-year terms. The initlal 

32 appointees' successors shall be appointed for terms of three 

33 years each, except that a person chosen to fill a vacancy 

34 shall be appointed only for the unexpired term of the board 

35 member replaced. 

-4-



S.F. H.F. 

1 Notwithstanding section 136E.3, initial appointees who are 

2 required to be massage therapists shall have completed a 

3 curriculum of massage education at a school which complies 

4 with the curriculum requirements of this chapter but shall not 

5 receive a license until successful passage of the required 

6 examination. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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HOUSE FlU; 2441 

AN A('T 

PROVIDI!\G f'()R LICf.NSURI: OF MASSi\GE TtU;RAPIS'I'S AND IMPOSING 

fEES AND CIVIC. PENALTIES. 

Bi; IT Y.Nl\CTJ:O BY THE GENERAL ASSFMBLY Of THE STATE OF IOWA: 

S~ctlon 1. ~f:W SL~TION. 1 J6E.l DJ:rINITIONS. 

As u~ed In this chdpter, unle~s th~ cont~xt otherwise 

requires: 
1. "8oard" 

est<lbllShed 1n 

medns the mdsq,lqe therapy 

sect Ion l36£.2. 

advisory board 

2. "[)epartI1lPot." means thf> dcpartcnent of public healt"'. 

3. "Massage therdplst" means d person llcensed to prdctice 

tnc hCdlth care service ot m~lssaqc therapy under this chdpter. 

4. "Mass.1ge therdPY" means performance for CO:'npf'nsdtlon of 

massage, n'.yathel'dPY, l"IaSsothl?'fdPY' bodywork, bodywork therapy. 

or lherdpeutlc massage Includlnq hydrotncrapy, sllperflclal hot 

a"d cold apr! Icat,lons, vIbration and topIcal appllcat lons. or 

ottler therdpy '"'hich involves nanlp\llation of the muscl~ dnd 

conne-ctive tlsslle of the body. excluding osseous tissu,", to 

treat the muscle tonus system for the purpose of enhanclnq 

he-alth, muscle rplaxatlon. lncreasing range of motion, 

reduC'lnq strer.s. rell~vlnq pdln. or Improving circulation, 

"Ma'lSaqe- therdpy" does not include dldgno!ols or servic~ \..'tllch 

requ),e(~5 a license to prdctH.e J11edlClne or surqe-ry. 

osteo!Xlthic fo.edlClnp and surgery. obteopdthy. chlropract Ie. or 

pod',H ry. and do(><; not lncilide service pertorm('d by (tt.hlpt IC 

tcc.lln€!cs. t€'I.:()IlICI.lns. nurses, OCCllp.tllondl t.h(~rapIst.s, or 

phy~ll.:dl th€'rdplst,s .... ho act under .1 pcot'es'>ion~l llce"'lsP, 

ccrtlflcate. or rpq~st[atlon or under the prpscrlptlon or 

gllP(>Tvlslon of d pIP-ISI)n llce-nc;.p<\ to practice mpd~cln(> or 

<;urqpry or OSI'I>()P,lthlc mt~dlclnp and gurqery. 

:. 
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Sec. 2. NEW ~f:C:TION. 116E,2 MASSAGJ.: THI:RAPY ADVISORY 

BOARD CREAT~D -- DUTIES. 

The- dlccctor of ltlp depallment shall appoint members of thp 

boaed. lncludlnq four maS'laqe t.hpraplsts and t.hrpe persons \..'ho 

all" not mas5dqe therapigt S 4nd who shall represent thp qenerdl 

public. The bOdrd Shdll advlse t.hp departmpnt. reqardlng 

llcensure and cont.lnulng pducat.lon requlrpml"nt.s, ~t.<'Ind'Hds of 

practlce and peof~9r.londl ethiCS, disclplin4ry dctlon~, and 

ot.her Issues of concern to the board, 

Sec. J. ~E;W Sf:CT!9~' 136E.J R~O~lR~HENTS FOR !.lCENsmC. 

1. The depdrtment c;hall ddopt. rul('s pursuant to ChdptPf 

17A e5tablishlnq d procedure tor lIc('n51nq of massagE' 

t.he,,,,,plstS. I,lCen~p. requirements Shdll lnclude the followinq: 

a. COI\',pletion of a cU[flculul" of massaqe l"dUCc)t.lon a~ d 

state licensed Of an accredited school approvpd by t.hp 

depdttl .... ~nt which requires for adr:ilsslon a dlplom.1 fro" dn 

accredlted hiqh school or the equivalent and requires 

coltl.pletlon of at least five hundred hours of supervisl"d 

academic instruction. lIowpvpr. educat'londl fl"qllire:neots under 

tnls pardqraph arE' !H1hject to reduct Lon by thp dep<1r tment 1 f, 

after publiC notice and hedrlnq, t.he department. determlner. 

that the wclfare of the publiC may be adequatply protected 

.... ith fewcr hours of educat Ion. 

b. Passage of an eXdmination given or approved by the 

department. 

c. Payrt',"nt of a reasonable eee requl!cd by the ocpactme-nt 

wlllCh shall compf'nsate dnd he ret<uneu by the dl"pdrtl11cnt. for 

the cost.s of adnlnlst~f1nq thiS chapter. 

2. In dddltion to pro\'ls\ons for 1lcpnsllre. the r'Jles 

shall include the {0110·0I1nq: 

d. Requirements CI~qardlng completion ot: dt. lea!)t twelve 

hours of continliing educdtlon annually reqarding s\Jnl('c~s 

concE-fllInq mdlJ,!)dq~ .and reldt.l~d t.echnlqUP$ or t.he hedlrt. and 

s.!fety ot the publlC, SUO)PCt. to [I:duct 1011 by the d(·pclt':.ment 

if, aftee publlC notice dnd hearlnq. thr depdrt.me~t detrrnlnes 

that the .. 'elfarp. o( t.tlt! puLllc may bp ,i.\,jequdtcly protf'ct.ed 

With (e .... er hour~. 

:t 
'TI 
I\) 
.j>, 
.j>, .... 
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b. RPqulr .. rr,,'nts (.or ISSUc.l.'C" of d l'eClprl)Cdl Lcer'se t;.) 

lIC'")lf>pe'lof std"es .... lth llcpn<;p regulr(>:"'",ntc; eq',ldl t:) or 

excpcdlnq rho&p of thl~ ch~pter. ~hp ru'~~ Shdll pr(l~ldp for 

ISSllanre of a tPmpO{dry r~c~procal license for Ilcen~e,~s ()! 

stdtes .... ith low,'r reqlllreOTlE'nts. 

3. The depiHtl;:)ent ~t)dll pc€'c;erlt dl1 proposl'd rulps. 

chanqps to rul(>s, and propospd dctlon (or dlsclpllr:dry redS,,)nS 

to the bo,uri for recort"nendatlon prior to lmplem€'ntdtion. 

4. A rndSSdgp therapist licensed pllrsudnt to thiS chdpter 

Shdll bp io;",uf'd d license number dod d license certlfIC.HI'. 

Sec. 4. tl.~:W _ SEC.!..~ q~. IJ6E.4 f.MPLQ'lMfo;NT OF PERSON NO'l' 

[,IO:N'iEO -- CIVIl. PCtJAI;fV APPLICABLE. 

A pf"rson d_~ delln(~d an section 4.1, who employe:. to provadp 

St~rVl(.t~S to other persons d per'lon who IS not IlcL'n~t~d 

purstl.'lnt t,o thiS c:h,lpt.er, shall not usc the Inltlals "L.M.T." 

or the word!> "llcp.nsE'd md'1Saqe the-rapi st", "nelssJ.qe 

therapist", "mas:o;eur" , or "!"ssscuse", or <lny ottH~r · ... olds or 

titles which I~ply or represent that thp person pmploypd 

pract lces mds5dq(> ther4py. A person who vlolate~ thlS sect Hln 

IS sub)l!ct. to lm~)Osltion, at the dlacret Ion of the ooard, of a 

cUlll penalty not to exce~d on~ thousand dolld.r~. E./Ich 

violation of thiS section IS a sep,udt.e ottense. Each deli' d 

violation of this sectlon occurs dft~: Cltdtlon by th~ board 

lS a sepdcat~ of(pn"",. The dppdrtment Cl'sy lnsppct. dny 

facllity which .adv~rtisp.s or offers services purportlng to bp 

delivered by m,l'lSage therdplsts. 

Sec. S. NEW Sfo:CTION. IJbl:.S USr. Of" TITLE OR SIMILAR _ .. _-----
TITLE -- CIVIL PI:UAL1''t APPLICABI.E. 

A pf"rron who Ie; not ll("enspd pursudrH to thiq chdP~er shall 

not use the Inltldls "L.M.T." or thp words "llcens(>d n,lo;c;aq(> 

theraplst.", "cnassdqe t'hf"raplst", "na<;seur", or "masseuse", or 

any oth€'r .... ords Ol titles · ... hICh lmply or rppr£!sent. thdt the 

pf"rson prdctlces ms~~aqe therdPY. A pprS(ln who vlolatps thiS 

sect Ion lS subJect to l~pOo;lt lon, at the discret Ion o( the 

bOdrd, at a civil pf'n,dty not Lo exceed five tltlndlt:'!<i dolldrc;. 

Each Ylo!atlon of tnls section lS a sepJ.rate otfensv. EdC'll 
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ddy a vlola~lon of th's spctlon o("cur3 a~ter cltdtlon by t:"lP 

bOdrd is a sep~Hdte ot fen<;e. 

Sec. b. NE~' ~~0_!.9N. I 16~. 6 ENf"(IRCEJ-IENT. 

No City, towns~lp, or county qoY(>rnmpntd~ body, aqen~y, or 

dep.lrtr"l~nf. shall pndct or ~ntorce restrictions or req·Jlr'-'::lents 

rp9drding mao;saqe t,herdplsts vh!ch drf" not. egudlly E'ndcted or 

enforced reqardlng dll licensed hedlth car(> prdGtltloners, 

lncludln9 but not limited to lonlng. btuldlnq code, he,llth, 

and <;anitatlon requlatlons. 

Sec. 7. S~Ct.IOO 147.'14, CodE' Suppu:~lfent l<)Ql, I." dnpnrlf"d 

by adding the follmnnq ne .... ~UbSt!ctlon: 

~_F;1 SUHSJ:C'-~.ION. 16A. A Clas~dqt~ tht~tdPlst llcen'led t1ndpr 

chapter 1361:: May US(' t,hp words "llcens(!d m(lssagf' thcrapl'lt" or 

the 1ni~lals "I"H.T " after thp pE'rsoo's name. 

Sec. a. TRMISITION PROVISIONS. 

1. a. A person practicing massdqe theJdPY 00 the 

eftp.ctlve date of thiS bill 15 ellqlble to recclv~ d te~porary 

license at the dlgcrp.t lOll of the departm,·nt. which IS valid for 

up to two year'). TI"le- department shall adopt tulf"s detprmllllnq 

crlterla tor receipt o( a tempofdry license. 

b. A person · ... ho CdO demon."trate thdt thp pp[son hd~ 

prttct iced massdge therdPY tor te-n years or noce- pr lor to the 

effective ddte of thl<; Act IS ell(J1ble to receive d ternpordlY 

license dt the discretlon of the dep<Htm(>nt which is vdlld for 

Sl~ years, The department sh~ll ddopt rules deterrlnlng 

crit~ria for recelpt of a tf"mporary lICf"n')e- which shdll 

include succ~ssful pd~sClge of a prdctlCell examln<ttion qi\'E'n by 

the department, dnd shall not Include pas~aqp ot a wrlt'ten 

eXdfllnat'iOIl. 

2. Notw1thstdodlnq section 1l6E.2, ot the Initial 

elppollltees to t.he bOdrd, two mcnbers lIcensed to practice 

mas~agc therapy and one representatlv~ of toe publiC shall be 

appointed for one-ypat t.prtn"l, one member llceospd to pr.l("t ice 

massdqe therdpy and one representdtive of the publiC shelll be 

appointed for t .... o-y~dr terMS, and one r.l(·nb(·r llc~nsed to 

prd(.'tlcP ",a~~silge thprapy and one reprec;€'ntatlY€' of' the publiC 
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shall be appointed for three-year terms. The initial 

appointees' successors shall be appointed for terms of three 

years each, except that a person chosen to fill a vacancy 

shall be appointed only for the unexpired term of the board 

member replaced. 

Notwithstanding section 136E.3, initial appointees who are 

required to be massage therapists shall have completed a 

curriculum of massage education at a school which complies 

with the curriculum requirements of this chapter but shall not 

receive a license until successful passage of the required 

examination. 
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