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1 An Act relatIng to the dJtles of che Iowa ciepartIT-ent of pub:~c 

2 health regarding referrd~s to me1tal hea:th Institutions eor 

persons requiring substance abuse treatment, the tIme frames 

and fees relating to b,rth certificates. the persons 
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contagious dis2~ses for ~o5metologists a;"j baroers, ~~d 

voluntary certif:catlon of opnthalmic u:s~ellsers. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 125.43A, Code 1991, is amended to read 

2 as follo~ls: 

3 125.43A PRESCREENING -- EXCEPTIONS. 

4 Except in cases of medical emergency or court ordered 

5 admissions, a person shall be admitted to a state mental 

6 health institute for substance abusp treatment only after a 

7 prelim,nary intake and assessment by a department-licensed 

8 treatment facility or a hos2ita1 providing care or treatment 

9 for substance abusers licensed under chapter 1358 and 

10 accredited by t~e iOlnt co~"ission on the accreditation of 

11 health c~J:.E! organHations, the commission on accreditation of 

12 reha,iJi})tation faciliciesL the American osteop"!l.{jL<:: 

13 assoc,ation, or another recogn1zed orqanizat:on ~P£roved~y 

14 the commission, or its ~ designee of a department-licensed 

15 treatment facility or a hospital other than a state mental 

16 health institute. ~8~-eonf~r~ed which confirms that the 

17 admission is appropriate to the person's substance abuse 

18 service needs. A co~nty board of supervisors may seek an 

19 admission of a patient to a state mental health institute who 

20 has not been confirmed for appropriate admissicn and the 

21 county shall be respons,ble for one hundred percent of the 

22 cost ot treatme~t a~d services of the pat1ent. 

23 Sec. 2. Section 144.13, subsectio~s 1 and 2, Code 1991. 

24 are amended to read as fOllows: 

25 1. A certificate of birth for each Ilve blrth whiCh occurs 

26 In thiS state shall be flIed with the county registrar of the 

27 county in Wh1Ch the birth occurs within five ten days after 

28 the b:rth and shall be registered by the reg1strar 1f 1t has 

29 been completed and :lled 1n accordance with thlS chapter. 

30 However, when a birth occu~s in a moving conveyance, a birt~ 

31 certificate shall be filed in the county 1n which the child 

32 was first removed from the conveyance. 

33 2. When a Dirtn occurs 1n an :nst1tut1on, :he person in 

14 charge of the Insti·~~icn or the person's deSignated 

3S representative shall oDt~ln the personal data, prepare the 
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certificate, secure the signatures required by the 

certificate, and file the certificate with the county 

registrar. The physician in attendance or the person ln 

charge of the institution or the person'~ designee shall 

certify to the facts of blrth and provide the medical 

information required by the certificate within three six days 

after the birth. 

Sec. 3. Section 144.13A, Code Supplement 1991, is amended 

9 to read as follows: 

10 144.13A REGISTRATION cE~. 

11 The county registrar or state registrar shall charge the 

12 parent a ten dollar fee for the reglstration of a certificate 

13 of birth and a separate fee established under section 144.46 

14 for a certified copy of the certificate. The certified copy 

15 shall be mailed to the parent by the state registr3r. If the 

16 person responsible for the Eiling of the certificate of birth 

17 under sectlon 144.13 is not the parent, the person is entitled 

18 to collect the fee from the parent. The fee shall be remitted 

19 to the appropriate registrar. If the expenses of the birth 

20 are reimoursed under the medical assistance program 

21 estaolished by chapter 249A, or paid for under the statewide 

22 lndlgent patient care program established by chapter 255, or 

23 paid for under the obstetrical and newborn indigent patient 

24 care ?rogram established by chapte~ 25?A, or if the parent ~s 

25 tndlgent and unable to pay the expenses of the blrth and no 

26 other means of payment is available to the parent, the 

/7 registration fee and certified copy fee are waived. If the 

28 person responsible for the filing of the certlficate ~s not 

29 the parent, the person is clscha,ged from the duty to col':ect 

30 and remit the fee unde, thlS sectIOn if the persor. has made a 

.1: good falth effort to co~lect the fee from the parent. The 

32 ~0e$ cOllected by the cou::ty ~eq1strar and state registrar 

]] shall be remitted to the treasurer o~ state ~or depOSIt in t~e 

34 general fund of the state. It lS the i~tent 0: :~e ger.eral 

3~ assembly that the funds generated from the registra~ion fees 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 be appropriated and used for primary and secondary child abuse 

2 prevention programs. It is the intent of the general assembly 

3 that the funds generated from the fees as established under 

4 sec~~o~ 144.46 for the mailing of the certified copy of the 

5 birth certificate be appropriated and used to support the 

6 dlstribution of the automatic birth certlficate and the 

7 implementation of the electronic birth certlficate system. 

8 Sec. 4. Section 147.76, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 

10 147.76 RULES ADOPTED. 

11 The examining boards for the various professions shall 

12 adopt all necessary and proper rules to implement and 

13 interpret this chapter and chapters 147A through 158, except 

14 enBp~ers chapter 148D Bno-i53A. 

15 Sec. 5. Section 157.3, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 

16 1991, is amended by striking the paragraph. 

17 Sec. 6. Sectlon 158.3, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 

18 1991, is amended by striking the paragraph. 

19 Sec. 7. Chapter 153A, Code 1991, is repealed. 

20 EXPLANATION 

21 This bill makes changes in areas of the Code under the 

22 purview of the Iowa department of public health. The bill 

23 provides for addltional entities which may provide referrals 

24 to mental health institutes for persons requiring substance 

25 abuse treatment. The bill also provides extended time frames 

26 for the flling of birth certificates, for the certificatlon of 

27 the facts of the birth and medical information related to the 

28 birth, and for the certification by hospital ddmlnistrators in 

29 addition to the attending physician. The bill provldes that 

30 the use of the funds generated by the mailing of the certlfled 

31 copies of birth certifIcates be used for the dIstribution of 

32 the automatic b1rth certificate and the implementatIon of the 

33 electronic birth certIficate system. The olll also repeals 

34 language provIdlng for voluntary certificat10n of ophthalmic 

35 dlspensers and repea~s language requirlng certification that a 
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,~ 1 person is free from infect:ious or contagious diseases to 
2 obtain a license as a cosmetologist or barber. 
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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the duties of the Iowa department of public 

2 health regarding referrals to mental health institutions for 

3 persons requiring substance abuse treatment, the time frames 

for the filing of birth certificates, the persons authorized 

to certify the facts of a birth and provide medical 

information regarding the birth and the time frame for such 

certification, certification of freedom from infectious or 
contagious diseases for cosmetologists and barbers, and 
voluntary certification of ophthalmic dispensers. 
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1 Section 1. Section 125.43A, Code 1991, is amended to read 
2 as follows: 
3 125.43A PRESCREENING -- EXCEPTIONS. 

4 Except in cases of medical emergency or court ordered 
5 admissions, a person shall be admitted to a state mental 

6 health institute for substance abuse treatment only after a 
7 preliminary intake and assessment by a department-licensed 
8 treatment facility or a hospital providing care or treatment 
9 for substance abusers licensed under chapter 135B and 

10 accredited by the joint commission on the accreditation of 
11 health care organizations, the commission on accreditation of 
12 rehabilitation facilities, the American osteopathic 

13 association, or another recognized organization approved by 
14 the corr~ission, Or ±t~ ~ designee of a department-licensed 
15 treatment facility or a hospital other than a state mental 
16 health institute~ ~a~-eonfirmed Which confirms that the 
17 admission is appropriate to the person's substance abuse 
18 service needs. A county board of supervisors may seek an 
19 admission of a patient to a state mental health institute who 
20 has not been confirmed for appropriate admission and the 
21 county shall be responsible for one hundred percent of the 
22 cost of treatment and services of the patient. 
23 Sec. 2. Section 144.13, subsections 1 and 2, Code 1991, 
24 are amended to read as follows: 
25 1. A certificate of birth for each live birth which occurs 
26 in this state shall be filed with the county registrar of the 
27 county in which the birth occurs within five ten days after 
28 the birth and shall be registered by the registrar if it has 
29 been completed and filed in accordance with this chapter. 
30 However, when a birth occurs in a moving conveyance, a birth 
31 certificate shall be filed in the county in which the child 
32 was first removed from the conveyance. 
33 2. When a birth occurs in an institution, the person in 
34 charge of the institution or the person's designated 
35 representative shall obtain the personal data, prepare the 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 certificate, secure the signatures required by the 
2 certificate, and file the certificate with the county 
3 registrar. The physician in attendance or the person in 
4 charge of the institution or the person's designee shall 
5 certify to the facts of birth and provide the medical 
6 information required by the certificate within ~hree six days 
7 after the birth. 
8 Sec. 3. Section 147.76, Code 1991, is amended to read as 
9 follows: 

10 147.76 RULES ADOPTED. 
11 The examining boards 
12 adopt all necessary and 

for the various professions shall 
proper rules to 

13 interpret this chapter and chapters l47A 
14 ehap~er~ chapter 1480 a~d-%53A. 

implement and 
through 158, except 

15 Sec. 4. Section 157.3, subsection I, paragraph a, Code 
16 1991, is amended by striking the paragraph. 
17 Sec. 5. Section 158.3, subsection I, paragraph a, Code 
18 1991, is amended by 
19 Sec. 6. Chapter 
20 

striking the paragraph. 
153A, Code 1991, is repealed. 

EXPLANATION 
21 This bill makes changes in areas of the Code under the 
22 purview of the Iowa department of public health. The bill 
23 provides for additional entities which may provide referrals 
24 to mental health institutes for persons requiring substance 
25 abuse treatment. The bill also provides extended time frames 
26 for the filing of birth certificates, for the certification of 
27 the facts of the birth and medical information related to the 
28 birth, and for the certification by hospital administrators in 
29 addition to the attending physician. The bill also repeals 
30 language providing for VOluntary certification of ophthalmic 
31 dispensers and repeals language requiring certification that a 
32 person is free from infectious or contagious diseases to 
33 obtain a license as a cosmetologist or barber. 
34 BACKGROUND STATEMENT 
35 SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 
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1 Section 1: Iowa Code section 125.43A ensures appropriate 
2 referrals to mental health institutes for persons requiring 
3 substance abuse treatment by limiting, with certain 

4 exceptions, who can determine whether a referral is 
5 appropriate. Iowa Code section 125.13 allows a hospital, 

6 under certain conditions, to provide substance abuse 

7 treatment. This amendment to Iowa Code section 125.43A will 

8 eliminate requiring a hospital treatment program to obtain a 

9 redundant intake and assessment at a department-licensed 
10 treatment program before referring a person to a state mental 
11 health institute for substance abuse services. 
12 Section 2: Prompt access to copies of birth certificates 
13 is ~ncreasingly important because these documents are 

14 necessary for access to schools, public benefits, and timely 

15 epidemiological information. Most birth certificates are 

16 filed after the current time frames. Delays are due to 

17 unrealistic time frames and to unsuccessful efforts to secure 
18 signatures from attending physicians. This proposed amendment 

19 doubles the existing time frames and allows hospital 

20 administrators to sign birth certificates (which are usually 
21 transcribed from a medical worksheet) as allowed in 36 other 
22 states. 

23 Sections 3 and 4: Delete the antiquated requirement that 
24 an applicant for a cosmetologist or barber license be 
25 certified by a physician as "free from infectious or 

26 contagious disease." No other health-related professional, 

27 including physicians, requires such certification for 

28 licensure. The certification is one-point-in-time 
29 information: meaningless toward protecting the public. 

30 Section 5: Since voluntary certification of ophthalmic 
31 dispensers (a person who prepares and dispenses ophthalmic 
32 lenses, spectacles, optical devices and contact lenses) was 

33 enacted in 1981, only 22 individuals have applied and only 
34 eight are currently certified. There is little, if any, 

35 publiC health or consumer protection benefit from this 

-3-



S.F. ____ H.F. 

1 voluntary certification. This section deletes the Code 

2 provisions for the voluntary certification of ophthalmic 
3 dispensers. 
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AN ACT 

Rtl,ATIl\'G TO THE (JUTrts OF THP. roWA Df.PART1·U:Ni OF PU81,Ie H£Auru 

REGARDING REE'l:RRALS TO MENTAL HEAt/Til INSTITUTIONS fOR PER­

SONS RE~UIRIHG SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT. THE rIH~ fRAMES 

AND FEES PELATUlG TO BIRTIi CF.RTIE'lCATES, THE PERsmlS AUTHQ­

RIZr.O TO CERrIH THE fACTS or A BIRTH AND PROVIDE MEDICAL 

INFORMATION REGARDING TilE BIRTH ANlJ THE TIME FRAME fo'OR SUCII 

CERTIFICATION, CERTIFICATION OF FREEDOM FROM INFECTIOUS OR 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES FOR COSMETor~ISTS AND BARBERS. AND 

VOLUNTARY CERT r r ICAT ION OF OPIITIfAl.M Ie [) I SPf.NS£RS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENErtAL ASSEMBI,', OP' THE STATE Of' IOWA: 

Section 1. S~cUon 125.4JA. Code 1991. 1S dmended to read 
as follot.ls· 

125.43/\ PRtSCREENING -- EXCEPTIONS. 

Except 1n Cd5(>S of medlcdl emerqency or court ordpred 

admiSSions, a person shall be admlt,ted to a g,tat~ numtal 

health institute for subsl~nc~ abuse trpatment only after d 

preliminary intake dnd assPssment by a dep,Htm(>nt-1Icensed 

treatment facilit,y 2~._~~~e!t.~p'rov_~.~J.~. C:~..!...£.....c.?~ _~reatm£~. 
for_sub~~.r'!.£.£....<?-~~sers_ 1.!SE'I~~~dpc .~.~pt.t!_c----.!.:~_5~ and 

~.ccr_~.i .!:..!~~. ~}~£_19...!!1~_. ~01lU11 ~ as 19~~f!.~J:!~ _~tCC! ed l..!....:!_U_<:?'"!.....2.~' 
!}pa~.~ _~..£.!..._o.~3..!!!..!.z.a~...!_<?n'!l, ....!'tu!.....5'O~~SSIQ."!....£!!.. ri(..:c:!..!'.~l.~dt...!..2.n ot 
!....e~~I.!..!...!!.~:_!.-"?~~.~ ~ !.i..1 es ._~:~~ry'I~.r_1c.lf'! _ os.!..!'?P.'.!~E..1~ 
~.!.'~9'.£~_a....!:..I0r"!! .. .2.!......2 !"o_~ !,!.,.r .~ !~.£<:?9..!!...1."!. £..~ ....£!.9~ !l.!..!~_!:.1 ~,:!pp. ~ ?V_~_.~:t 

~~....£<.?lM1lss~on~ or ,.t'!!I 2:t.~ dp').lqnee ~s!~P~_~~~~~:::~_l:..E....ertsP_d 
!..r.£:'.!!~en~_.taci t~~..£. a h()S_e.!t~ other than d st.<lt~ menta! 

he.11th tnstllute.!. htl~-e~",ftrfl!.~d ::h_.!..£~_.conflrm_~ that ttH~ 

HQUSP Pile 1~2S, p. 2 

tldmisSion IS approprlat.e to the person's substance abus~ 

serV1ce needs. A county board ot supervisors may seek an 

admiSSion of • patlen~ t.o a state mental health institute ~ho 

has not. been confirmed for approprute admission and the 

count.y shall be responslble tor one hundred percent ot the 

cost of treat.ment and serv1ces ot the patient. 

Sec. 2. Section 144.1], subsectlon~ 1 and 2, Code 1991, 
are c1mended 1.0 read as follo ..... s: 

1. A certlt1cate of b1rth tor ~ach live blcth Which occurs 

1n thiS state shall be flIed with the county reqlstrar of the 

county In which the bllth occurs ..... ithln t~.e ten days after 

the birth and shall be reqlstered by the reqlstrar it 1t has 

b(>en co~pleted and tiled 1n ,1ccordance wlth this chapter. 

However. whpn a birth occurs In a movin9 convPYdnce. d birth 

certlticate shall be tiled in the county 1n which the child 

wa~ flrst removed from thp conveyance. 

2. When a blrth occur~ 1n an Institution. the person in 

charge ot the Institution or the per~on's deSignated 

representat1ve shall obtain the personal data. prepare the 

certlficate. secure the slqnatures requlred by the 

certificate. and tl1e the c~rtltlcdt(> with the cOl1nty 

rcql9trar. The physlcian in dttendancp 2.r.~ P.~~9':"1 __ ~ 

£!'~~ _'?!......!...~~ .. ~~st ll,!-!t l~~~ .. ~he p'~rs.(Jn-,~. de~ 19.~ee shelll 

cerllfy to the facts of blcth and prOVide the rnl~dlcal 

Inforlbdtl0n required by the- cerl.lflcate Within I:t'U'~t! ~~_~ ddys 
after thp birth. 

Spc. J. Section l44_1'\A, Ccde SuppleDent l<}~l, is amended 

to read a:;. follow').: 

IH.llA kr.r.JS"THATION rEf:_ 

Th~ county reqlst,Ctlr or '.tate rpql'.>trac ').)'.:111 chiHge thp 

p<HPnt d tIm do1l<lC fpe tor thp reql5tcat.1on at is c~rtlflC<lt'~ 

ot birth and <I separate fee establlshed undp( sect Lon 144.~6 

for a cendlPd copy ot thp certIt U.:c1tP. The cenlfll~d copy 

shall bE' malled to the pdcent. by tile !.tate cpq1Str,]t. If the 

pprson cr:;.ponGlbl~ foe the tlllnq ()t thp cprt.lllcate of b,rth 

:t 
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under section 14;1.11 is not t.he p.uent:, the ppr-:;on 1-; (>ntltlE"d 

to coll~ct thp fef! frcm the p"rent. 'J'he tE'e sh<l11 be rcmlt~E'd 

to the approprLatE' rpqlstrar. It ~he expenses of the blrt.h 

arp reimbursed under t.ht~ medicc.1l aSSlc;.tdnce program 

establlshed by chapter 249A, or JMld tor under the stdte\.'Lde 

indiqent patlpnt carp. proqr,lIn (!srabllshp.d by chdptE'r 2!)S. or 

pald (or under the obstetrical dnd newborn lndlgent pdtlent 

care proqrelTT\ estahllsh(>d by ch,'pter 21)SA, or It thE' parent. Ie; 

i.ndigent: and lIndhle to pely the expenses ot the bltth elnd no 

ot,h~r means at p.lYf1'lent IS avallab)e to t.he piuent, the 

reql'it.ratlon feE' and cert.afled ropy fee are waived. If tht~ 

pprson responsible tor the tiling of the cE'rtlflcale is not 

the parent.. t.he person IS dlscharqed trom ~he dut.y to collect. 

and rE'mlt. thf> fee- und(>r t.hl"l sect lon it t.he pE'rson hal!'; madE' a 

good faHh ettort to collf'ct the fe~ trom the p.uent. The 

fee"l collect.ed by th~ county reql"ltrar and state reql&trar 

shall be retnitt,eJ to lh'" treasurer at stdt(> for deposlt In the 

q~neral fund of the statE'. It lS the lntpnl of the general 

assembly that the fund& qenerdted t rom thE' reglstrar Ion fees 

be ~"lppropr lated anrt IJ.:u'd tor pr imary and secondary <.:hlld dbu~e 

pr(>vpntion proqr3ltls. ~t!~ .~~! .. _.!:.~_t;~.!l.'~..2! .. _~t!~_.9..~~..!.ral i)s~emb'!'y 

that __ ~!,.~. tu.n~~._genprated trQ~_t.~e. f(>es ~~ .... ~~.~.~~Jlshed under 

~~C!.t:ion 1.!!.:..~.6 .~~~ t.t'~ __ ~.~.!..!.,:!9..()f th(~ cert.lfled copy ot the 

~i ~ t~. c~ ~.t if i Cdt e be ~'ppr_oJ?!"!' ~t ed. cl:nd .. l!.~!".~. ~9 .. ~!lI?P.o .!..~_t:..t.!.~ 

d I s.~ r ~.~.ut I O!~ 9.~ ... ~,.I.l~_.i!\l t omit t...!..£.E...!.! t h . r;e.r t_t~· ~ .. c.~ ~.,!_.~!,d the 

~mpl(>rnenta_t.~o~._ot ... t.he ~l~ctr~lll~ birth cpctlClcate sy~t'~m. 

Sec. 4. Sectlon 147.7&, Cede 1991, lS amended to rE'ad a'i 

follows: 

14}.76 RULES ADOprr.O. 

The E'Xdmlnlnq boards tor the- vano\ls protE'c;.~I()n~ .. 3hJ.ll 

adopt all nec(>sscl.ry dod !)r0per rulee; 1:0 lmplement and 

Intprpret th1s ChdI)t~( and chap'~rD 14JA t,hrouqh lS8, except 

ehept~t~ ~~~e~~r }4BD ~"d-:~i~. 

Sec. ~ •• SE'ctlon \')7.1, ~ube;'~C't'on 1. pdr<lqraptl 0::1, CooJ(~ 

1991, is dmp.nded b} .,trtkLnq tt\(> p"udq!aph 

H<)1JC;p f .. le 1n.,. p. 4 

Sec. b. S(~ct,lon 1~tLl. e;lIbS(~ctIO/\ 1, paragraph a, Code 

1991. IS amendpd by strlklnq the pdraqr.-ph 

Sec. 7. Chdpter ISlA, Code 1991, l!o repealed. 

ROBERT C. ARKOUI...D 

Spf'lIIkCr ot thE' House 

MICHAEf. E. GRONS1'AC. 

Presi.dent of the Senat.e 

I hereby certify th,jf thiS bill orlqlndted 1/\ t.he HOllse and 

18 known dS House Fale 2125, Seventy-fourth Gpn..-rdl Assel.,bly. 

~ ~ JOSf;Pft O"fU:RN 

~ 
------------

Approve ._:::;(~, 11)92chlef Clerk, ot the 
Housp 

TEI~R'i r.. BRAN5TAO 

Governor 


