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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the regulation of the practice of 

2 providing that students of dental hygiene are not 

dentistry by 

engaged in 

3 the practice of dentistry. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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s.F. qo H.f'. 

l Section 1. Section 153.14, subsectio~ 1, Code l989, is 

2 amended to read as :allows: 

3 L • 
Students of dentistry who pract1ce dentistry upon 

4 patients at clinics in connection with their regular co~rse of 

5 instruction at tile state denta:. college and~uden~f dental,_ 

6 ~iene who practice upon oatients at clinics in conne'"tion 

7 wit~l their reaular course o~ inst:ruction at state~rov~d 
--·--·-

8 schools. -----· 
EXPLANA'r ION 

9 
10 This bill specifies that students of dental hygiene at 

11 state-approved schools are not deemed to be engaged in the 

12 practice of dentistry. 
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Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 
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SENATE FILE /0 
BY (PROPOSED DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

HEALTH/BOARD OF DENTAL 

EXAMINERS BILL) 

Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

1 An Act relating to the regulation of the practice of dentistry by 
providing that students of dental hygiene are not engaged in 

the practice of dentistry. 
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S.F. H.F. 

Section 1. Section 153.14, subsection 1, Code 1989, is 

amended to read as follows: 

1. Students of dentistry who practice dentistry upon 

patients at clinics in connection with their regular cou•se of 

instruction at the state dental college and students of dental 

hygiene who practice upon patients at clinics in connection 

with their regular course of instruction at state-approved 

8 schools. 

9 EXPLANATION 

10 This bill specifies that students of dental hygiene at 

11 state-approved schools are not deemed to be engaged in the 

12 practice of 

13 

dentistry. 

BACKGROUND STATEMENT 

SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 14 
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The practice of dentistry is defined in Iowa Code section 

153.13 and exceptions to that definition are contained in Iowa 

Code section 153.14. While dental students are excluded from 

the definition of practicing dentists, and therefore exempt 

from licensure, there is no specific exclusion for dental 

hygiene students. The only exclusion in Iowa Code section 

153.14 relating to dental hygienists is in subsection 3, which 

exempts persons licensed to practice dental hygiene from the 

definition of the practice of dentistry. The Board assumes 

that the legislature intended such dental hygiene students to 

be exempt from licensure while under a course of study. 

There being no exclusion for dental hygiene students, 

theoretically the Board could take action against dental 

hygiene students for practicing dental hygiene without a 

29 license. The Board assumes this is a result of an oversight 

30 and assumes that the legislature intended such students to be 

31 exempt from licensure. 
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SENA':'E: FILE 90 

AN ACT 

RELATIUG TO THE RrGULATION OF THE PRACTICE OF )ENTIS7RY BY 

PROVIOl~ THAT STUDENTS OF DENTAL HYGIENE A~£ NOT 

ENGAGED IN THE PRACTICE OF DENTISTRY. 

BE IT ENACTED B'l THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE S:'ATE OF IO'AA: 

Section 1. Section 153.14, subsection 1, Code 1989, is 

amended to read as follows: 

1. Students of dentistry who practice dentistry upon 

patlents at clinics in connection vith their reg~tar course of 

instruction at the state dental college and st~dents of den~~­

hxqiene ~ho ~~~ice upon.£!~~~~~ clinics in connectl~~ 

• • 
SenatP. Pile 90, p. 2 

with thei!.. rP.gular course ;:,( il'!_~r..:ucti~~~.!.£..:.!'..P.P.~"_2Ved 

schools. 

JO ANN Z lfi.11ERHAN 

President of the Senate 

OOAALO 0. AVENSON 

Sp~a~er of the House 

J he!eby certify that ~his bill originated in the Senate and 

~s known as Senate File 90, Sev~nty-third General Assembly. 

Approved __ 'i./-gJ. __ , 

TERRY E. BRANSTAO 

Governor 

JOHN F. O'.~Yl:R 

Secretary o! the Senate 
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