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1 An Act relating to the regulation of the practice of dentistry by
2 providing that students of dental hygiene are not engaged in

3 the practice of dentistry.

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 153.14, subsection 1, Code 1989, is .
amended to read as follows:

;. Students of dentistry wno practice dentistry upon
patients at clinics in connecticn with their regular course of

instruction at the state denta:l college and students of dental

hygliene who practice upon patlents at clinics in connection

with their reguiar COUISE of instruction at state-approved
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9 EYPLANATION

10 This bill specifies that students of dental hyg:ene at

11 state-approved schools are not deemed to be engaged in the

12 practice of dentistry.
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A BILL FOR
1 An Act relating to the regulation of the practice of dentistry by
2 providing that students of dental hygiene are not engaged in
3 the practice of dentistry.
4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1, Section 153.14, subsection 1, Code 1989, is
amended to read as fcllows:

1. Students of dentistry who practice dentistry upon
patients at clinics in connection with their regqular course of
instruction at the state dental college and students of dental

hygiene who practice upon patients at clinics in connection

with their regular course of instruction at state-approved

schools.
EXPLANATION
This bill specifies that students of dental hygiene at
state-approved schools are not deemed to be engaged in the
practice of dentistry.
BACKGROUND STATEMENT
SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY
The practice of dentistry is defined in Iowa Code section
153.13 and exceptions to that definition are contained in Iowa
Code section 153.14. While dental students are excluded from
the definition of practicing dentists, and therefore exempt

from licensure, there is no specific exclusion for dental

hygiene students. The only exclusion in Iowa Code section

153.14 relating to dental hygienists is in subsection 3, which
exempts persons licensed to practice dental hygiene from the
definition of the practice of dentistry. The Board assumes
that the legislature intended such dental hygiene students to
be exempt from licensure while under a course of study.

There being no exclusion for dental hygiene students,
thecretically the Board could take action against dental
hygiene students for practicing dental hygiene without a
license. The Board assumes this is a result of an oversight
and assumes that the legislature intended such students to be

exempt from licensure.
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AN ACT
RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF THE PRACTICE OF DENTISTRY BY
PROVIDING THAT STUDENTS COF DENTAL HYGIENE ARE NOT
ENGAGED IN THE PRACTICE OF DENTISTRY.

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF I[OQWA:

Section 1. Section 153.14, subsection 1, Code 158%, is
anended to cead as follows:

1. Students of dentistey who practice dentistry upon
patients at clinics in connection with their regular course of
instruction at the state dental college and students of dental

hygiene who practice upon patients at clinics in connection
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with their reqgular course >f instruction at state-approved

schools.
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